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This thesis is an attempt to study the Koan in Dogen’s philosophy, especially the
language and symbols of the Koan as related to realization (genjo). Rinzai School's
Koans are "puzzles" given by Zen masters to lead practitioners to self-awakening. Koans
in Rinzai zen are "means" to an "end", but for Dogen, Koans are both means to an end
and Ultimate Reality itself. The Koan becomes Zazen (meditaion), and Zazen becomes
Koan as related to oneness of Zazen and Practice. However, | argue that practitioners
who attempt to understand Dogen’s language may have problems with the specific use
of his language, which has been transformed by Dogen's religio-philosophical
experience. This is due to theirs different referential frameworks. However, Koan in
Dogen's philosophy helps the practitioners to understand that ordinary language does

not necessarily obstruct ultimate reality.
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