
:S'llU1\l"'1Jfiii\t11Jfl,)1J\lrt~'Dtl~n1:~n11111l1JJ\lfln~tllnn'\l'\l1tinlnPl1ftllll1J\l1Utu-n1ll.. ..... ..
ft1'D1,)'D1n1111P11fttll1 n1P1,)'D1n1111P11ftI1l1

utu-nI1l:SYltJ1flU "l'ri1fNn:cl"JJ\l1:jYltJ1t\U

nn1:~n111 2540

ISBN 974-638-079-6

fl'Dft'lli'Dtl~Utu.;j l1lU1'11U1t\U "I '111fI~n:cl"JJ\l1:S'llU1t\U



THE ROLE OF INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES IN THAI MOTHERESE :

A LONGITUDINAL STUDY

Miss Suthasinee Sittigasorn

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements

for the Degree of Master of Arts in Linguistics

Department of Linguistics

Graduate School

Chulalongkorn University

AcademicYear1997

ISBN 974·638·079-6

"



/

li~;;'!l'iVltJ1ilYl\lIf

'lIitJ

111f'1'i'JI1

'!l1'111mltl1m:t1

1JVl1J1V1'J1'!l~U1::ttJf'I~1m~i\l~111l1111:t1'lVltJ : n11Am:t1L;I~ri'NJ\l1n11111'!lLd'!l~

\l1~tl1~~ti1~\1 ~V1tiLm:t1

111l:t1f'11t1lJ1f

~'I!~tJf'l1t1lJ111'11nJ 1II1.~1II1Yl1 flnl:tNtJ\l1'i\l

UNofllJ1'iVltJ1fltJ '~1fl~n1MJ\ol1'iVltJ1fltJ '!l'tlJ"iii"U1J'iVl!J1ilYl\lfi'!l1J'1JdLtI\ld~\l\old~'JI'!l~n11

~n1:t1lJ11~\olfln~ lJ1 nJ1l'\1l'\11 ~\ol11J'Nofl lJ1

~ ~U'l~ I'~ "v __ v

~ ~ .......• f'IN1JlII1JNVlmVl!J1fltJ

( P1111lJ111'11nJ\l1tJUYlVll1l')n1'NJlI 'll~~~,r)

........M."'J~."l.~.'?~.~ U1::ti1\lnn~n11
(1'!l~P111111111'1116 1II1.U11N f)flfl::~rn'JI6)

.......pr::..;.....~-::!.~ .....'!l1'11mlll.11m:t1

(~'I!~tJPl1t111111'11161111.~1II1Yl1 flnl:tNtJ\l1'i\l)

........1!f.d:: .I.n.r.-C: , nn~n11

(~'I!~tJPl11111111'm6 11I1. ~~n1l'\1'1lI LVlYln1l'\1'1\l1)



, i' ~

.' I ..~ r.~'1 "1)1fuiHlil';1 ri .~·!i~lrn:;;',~'lllj 1YI rihlfl'j'J', I~;ft'ij II~I'~I !~lll ~ III iw:

"

•
:; ~

. ,

• ,. I
I\~,ilil btilfl1:tr: \J",\J'''''flUJr.:trJ'lIhmlllllll''lm",l'''lJ: n,r~n"'L;~lfJlljIl'01r"llldfl~'
(THE ROLE OFINTERROGATIYE SENTENCES IN THAI MOTHERESE :A·LONGITUDINAl. STUDY)

fl.~tI?n", :1I1I.",r.I\"""r trn~cIllJll1'lll. 107 mh IS~;" 97~:6~~'()79-6, . ..' .
I,,
;

r'
• .'..,:' j, ' . , .: .

n1fl(IJ~*~n"'Uft:~'Ullnllr:ll1""fl~llr:trJ",~,mIlUft:\J~\J'~'Il~llr.:trJ"'hm,n!"\Jlllll''lll~'''~lofll'\J .

"'1m\uol'IJLlrmii"" 3 ~flll 6 ~llll 9 ~flll u.ft: 12 ~flll . ~n,r~~nlt1n1rLll;!JllUllft~,r~lIlU~'ilftUft::~i1l'lIl'fl~
" I ; ,

~r.:trJ"'~1mIlUft:\j"'\J'''''fl~llr.:tlJ'''li,a'lllIl1l1'lm",tlilJn,r~n'''i1'''P1'~fltl~''IlLdfl~ /'
, ;,:.' ,'/

IIftn1fl(IJ"1J'hlllll''''~UIl'3",II'\J""rnilllr.:trJ",li,mllllr.:Il'l\l...d~lllii ('lllJft:: 27.8) 'fluJr.:W~,r.mIl"'~
. ::: '" ',' 'I I

loi'3"'rI'\J"'1rn .Jr:trJ",li,mlllllll''lm",~,u.lln~lllll 4 ,ij", ',', fifl lh:tlJ"li,a'IlU\JUPlfl\JhJll~Lna (~lJftC 44-.1)

u\J\Jun"'~"'~Il ...11~lla'Il~' (ftIllft: 21.8) . u.\J\Jl\'iPlli\JL~Il"~11l(ftIllft~34) Uft:u\J\JlMlllnPlfl\J ("\JL\1Il~ 2 llr.:tll"
, I.. " ~ '. ! . .. ' ; I ,. : '

"1n;fll;lft~~"'IlPl) tI1ll'l\l'fl~llr.:tlJ"li,mlluPIft:,ilftiln1rullr .Uft:n1rLLllniil"~'llftlllflltfll'\Jlf~Il'n1f1111~""rn
j '..J t. ' " . ,I" '~";'..J' /r: '..l

n1r~n\;,n1fLllt\ IlllUllM'fl~tI1ll'l\ln1r\ ofllr:til"Ii,il,1ll1l1l''lm",'Illof1I'\J""rQ1'Il,h~'I\.l\"'~IIt\'Illl,nlll". . . ./

~lIlL;~lfJlljIl'n1r llr:tll"li,mlll\JIl''lm",iltl1ll'l\lIl,n~I\~Ldll~'1nli''l 3 ~fl\J (fliali':29) LL~:ilu\J~tl'lllll"'IH

Ldfl""rmil\JtIi~1l llr:tll"li,a'IlU\J\JPlfl\JhJll!lLnuilll,n~I\"L~~",,~nfl'~ 9 ~ll~ (ffl~~: 49.7) Uft:u.\J\Jun"~"'~Il.
• " I . ,','

...1i~lJmll~,illl1~~1\ IIILdfl""mfltJ'\\J1'llurmii" ('llllll: 82.1) llr:til,,~,q,1l 2 ,ilftK~nft,~diltrn\;N:Llillfifln1rLJ,

ll!lll'lllflltfIl1nrl'hLdflL~Il\JlI'lJllr:tll"li,n'llu\J\Jl\'iPlfllJLdfl"~'~ i1Jr:t~"llr:ui",~ilu.\J~t~IlIl"MLllfl'll"nLillJtIi;\J

uPill':tll"li,n'llulJlJ~iltrn\;l\l:LIi\Jlll""~uti~~ ...,;rlll;lftiiflUlJ\Jl\'iPlfl\JLd~,,~'lln«\Jil~\J~t~IlL;lIl;\JLdfl"",nLillJtIi~\J
tlilliltl1ll'l\lIl,n~I\"'Ldfl"",nfl''l 12 ~fl~ (JlllJft: 51.1): :.: I " . : .

\ I'; ,

n1,~m:n\J,\\J'''''fl~ll':tll''1i1n'll~n",tlilJn'MUI':;:\I'~\J~\J~'fIl~~~nM~tlntrllJ~r.:trJ"li,a'IlL...ft'~"\J
11 \J"'\J''''ft'K~'fl~lJ,:trJ"li,n'Il~''lJil 3\J"'lJ,,,,iill \J"',\J''Illlln1,nfl~ (didactic)\J'Il\J''''\Iln1'Un''~fl~'Il'ar''~'1l

. , , "i I '. '. " '

ftln'fl~u.lJ (expressive) ull:\J"'\J,,,,llln1,i\~'J"'M'Ill\lll,, (draWing ettention) :0 ' . • '" ,
" ,., '. I, . .'

n1rLllillJllUlJft~l\JL;~tI1Il'l\l'Il~llr.:trJ"A,n'Il"lJlJ(~\J1'''l\JIl''lm",m4~\J'Il''M'1l3 Lfifl\J Uft: 9 ~llll
lJ"n!Jn1rar""~m"''''ftPlfiJunMl\'iL\l1l1'/i1lllw''lm,nm411'\J",,rn! I 5' nq~1l1'l~~n",dilr"loiu\J\J11J'Il~Il''l''
111",ull~~ 3 nqlll...tII, fill u\J\Jtll~l411'\J"",n1'llu.rmii'" "",n1'Il3-6 :L~flll U~: "",M'1l g.1~ ~1l\J m,u!J~nqll'

~'Il"qilnnll""~I11""Il~UIl'\IlU~'Il~ll':tll"li,n'lll\JIl''lI11):h~n''~\~L\l\J1' u.~rin1n1hJll~~'L~Il;tfll\'iUi"'n1r
" """,,".. ' 'I

ll!lll'Illflltfrl'lJ'Il1,nl\J'Ii~~'fl~lfJIlj\J'n1""'~'l",tiilC\IC\I,ut\:""~n1IJ'" Pi,~ II'\J, I '

I I,
I 'I
d i ::. i

.'

Ii I
,1
I

,
" iI,
I, I'

, ,

I' "

, ...... , .. 0."

1I1t1"1'111 .: ~~~~.~~.~f. ~..: ..
~",1'i'" :n~!:'.~~~¥.'.f., ..~ ~ : ;.

~n1'tinv1 ~.~.~.~; ~.

1\,
...... ··i···

rt'lUilll~~iiiiPI .::....... .:;:.r::.:::.'!:. !.~~::.;,-';I .
. •" I I~' . ::r'_

1I1Uilll4ll.ll111116YltJ;mn ..~t:f.r.......f::':":::J.c::::':.'. 4 1 ~ I '.
11lUilll ~lllIl1,6YltJ;nv1;11J ~ .

"



PP.107 ISBN 974-1138·079-6

" '

;" JH~ ('I'U'lll~'U'U "i'h)('1di)·hll'J'I'i'h~ U~indl·uil1 c)1JU,·oJ:t:nrt'1 ,;~ b-III vh'.I~lrn
, ' I

, , CS11039 : MAJOR LINGUISTICS
KEY WOI<D:

: INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES YMOTHERESE I THAllROLl:

SUTASINEE SITIlGASORN : THE ROLE OFINTERROGATiVe SENTENCES IN THAI MOTHERESE
, ,

: A LONGITUDINALSTUDY." '
\ :1 ,

THESIS ADVISOR: ASST. PROF,' SUOAPORN LUKSANEEYANAWIN. Ph.D.
!I

This research attempts to identify and classify the'interrogative sentences and the role of interrogative

sentences in Thai Motherese', directed to infants since they we~ newborn, 3 months, 6 months, 9 months alld
.;

;12 months·old, ina longitudinal term. , ,, ' i
" .,. I

The stUdy reveals thatthere are27.a % or more than a quanerof sentences directed to infants which 'ara,
interrogative sentences. The interrogativa sentences in Th~i mother~se can be cl~ssified 'into.4 '~Pes : yes·no

, ' :'
intarrogatlve sentences (44.1%), confirmative interrogative sentences (21.8%), wh·interrogativasentences (34%),. "'. ,

'. "andChoice Interrogative sentences (found only2 sentences). The nUtl)ber of these Interrogative sentences varies
• • '.'. .~ , ' I /,,' r "

, and this variation can ba related io infant development, 'Investigation on .the chansia' of the quantities of the
, " . .. • , _" f ~.

interrogative sentances according to theagegroups has shOWll a varyInteresting result In terms'of development.
. :.' i

The number 01 interrogetive sentancas in Thai motherese ,Is highest In the speech directad to the 3
, ' \ :

months· old ( 29%).This number decreases as the age Increases. Yes-no interrogative sentences are found most
, "

in9 months· ol,d infants (49.75) •Confirmative Interrogative Sent~nces arefound most in newborninfants (82.1%).
I , ,

Both types of interrogative mentioned aramore Interactives compared, to WH • Interrogatives. The number of these
, I I: '
interactive interrogatives decrease as the infants grow up. On tha other hand, the number of interrogative

.' , "," . '

sentences which are mora Informative, l.e., WH • interrogatiVe sentances,lncrea!lSs as the Infants grow up. Tha

highest number of WH• interrogatives Isfound In the12months, old (51.1%);
, ',,', .:i ,." , '

Investigation of the role of Interrogative sentences Isbased on theanalysis of the speech acts performed
• I _ ,:'-. ~.'. ". ,

by these Interrogatives. The main roles of interrogatives fOUnd In this 'studyaredidactic role. expressive role alld
. I, '.' '

, drawing atlention role.
, I

, \

, ,
,

I,
I'

The Change found in thequantity'of interrogatives andtl)eirroles arl! wry clearIn the3 months· old, and
. .'.' . I, I .

the 9 months· old. This linguistic evidence suggests thill Within the 5 age groups, there areuilree main groups of
, " " 1'1 ' ' 'i
motherese pattern. \hey are those directed to thenewborns, the 3 and the6 months ..old ~ and the 9 and the 12

I . . .

months· old. The grouping of the mothars' linguistic behaviqr In terms of int~rrogative sentenc~s and their roles
I I' \

reveals that mothers adapt their linguistic behaviour to accommmod~te the Inierection with their infants in their
;

different phases of cognitive andphysical developn;'enl. '
" i

" i I. , I,
, I

r
I I
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