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This research attempts to identify and classify the'interrogative sentences and the role of interrogative

sentences in Thai Motherese', directed to infants since they we~ newborn, 3 months, 6 months, 9 months alld
.;

;12 months·old, ina longitudinal term. , ,, ' i
" .,. I

The stUdy reveals thatthere are27.a % or more than a quanerof sentences directed to infants which 'ara,
interrogative sentences. The interrogativa sentences in Th~i mother~se can be cl~ssified 'into.4 '~Pes : yes·no

, ' :'
intarrogatlve sentences (44.1%), confirmative interrogative sentences (21.8%), wh·interrogativasentences (34%),. "'. ,

'. "andChoice Interrogative sentences (found only2 sentences). The nUtl)ber of these Interrogative sentences varies
• • '.'. .~ , ' I /,,' r "

, and this variation can ba related io infant development, 'Investigation on .the chansia' of the quantities of the
, " . .. • , _" f ~.

interrogative sentances according to theagegroups has shOWll a varyInteresting result In terms'of development.
. :.' i

The number 01 interrogetive sentancas in Thai motherese ,Is highest In the speech directad to the 3
, ' \ :

months· old ( 29%).This number decreases as the age Increases. Yes-no interrogative sentences are found most
, "

in9 months· ol,d infants (49.75) •Confirmative Interrogative Sent~nces arefound most in newborninfants (82.1%).
I , ,

Both types of interrogative mentioned aramore Interactives compared, to WH • Interrogatives. The number of these
, I I: '
interactive interrogatives decrease as the infants grow up. On tha other hand, the number of interrogative

.' , "," . '

sentences which are mora Informative, l.e., WH • interrogatiVe sentances,lncrea!lSs as the Infants grow up. Tha

highest number of WH• interrogatives Isfound In the12months, old (51.1%);
, ',,', .:i ,." , '

Investigation of the role of Interrogative sentences Isbased on theanalysis of the speech acts performed
• I _ ,:'-. ~.'. ". ,

by these Interrogatives. The main roles of interrogatives fOUnd In this 'studyaredidactic role. expressive role alld
. I, '.' '

, drawing atlention role.
, I

, \

, ,
,

I,
I'

The Change found in thequantity'of interrogatives andtl)eirroles arl! wry clearIn the3 months· old, and
. .'.' . I, I .

the 9 months· old. This linguistic evidence suggests thill Within the 5 age groups, there areuilree main groups of
, " " 1'1 ' ' 'i
motherese pattern. \hey are those directed to thenewborns, the 3 and the6 months ..old ~ and the 9 and the 12

I . . .

months· old. The grouping of the mothars' linguistic behaviqr In terms of int~rrogative sentenc~s and their roles
I I' \

reveals that mothers adapt their linguistic behaviour to accommmod~te the Inierection with their infants in their
;

different phases of cognitive andphysical developn;'enl. '
" i

" i I. , I,
, I

r
I I
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