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This research attempts to identify and'classlfy the‘lnterrcga:tive sentences and the role of interrogative

sentences in Thai Motherese', directed 1o Infants sinca tney were new bom: 3 months, 6 months, 9 months and
12 manths - ojd, in a longitudinal term. . | 4 . : : ‘. : ‘ ;

The etudy reveals that there are 27,8 % or more than a quaner of sentences dlrected to mrams which are
mterrcgatwe sentences, The interrogative sentsnces in Thal mothereee can be classlﬂed mto 4 'types yes-no
|nterrogahve sentences (44.1%), conlirmative interrogative sen!ences (21 B%) wh-lnterrogauve sentences (34%).
and choice mterrogetwe sentences ( found only 2 sentences) ‘The number of these Interrogauve sentences varies

_and this variation can be related to infant devel0pmenl Invesltgatlon on the ehange/ bf the quantmes of the
’ nnterrogetwe sentences according to the age groups has shown a very intereellnq result in terms’ of development.
The number  of interrogative sentances in Thai motherese Is highest in the speech drrected lo the 3
‘ momhs old ( 29%) .This number decreases as the age. Increeses. Yea-no rnterrogatlve eentencee are found most
in 9 months - old unfente (49.75) . Conlirmative interrogalive sentences are found most in new born mtants (32 1%).
Both types of mterrogatwe mentioned are more Interactives compared 10 WH - Interrogattves The number of these
interactive interrogatives decrease as the infarts grow up On the nther hend the number ol interrogative
~ sentences which are more informative, e, WH - tnterrogetwe sentences increasee ee the infents grow up. The
highest numbar of WH - interrogatives is found in the 12 months old (51 1%). ‘ . K
' Investugatlcn of the role of interrogatwe sentencee is based on the analysis of the speech acts performed
by these interrogetwes YThe main roles of mlerro;;atrvee found in this 'study ere didactlc role expressive role and
.I drawing attention role. S :i ;: | i S
The change feund in the quantity of mterrogetwee and thenr roles arg very clear ln the 3 months old, and
tha 8 months - ald, Thrs linguistic evidence suggests that wnhin the 5 age groups. there are three main groups of
motherese pattern, They are those directed to the newborns. lhe 3 anrtj the 6 months old , end the S and the 12
months - old. The grouping of the mothers' finguistic behawor in terms of rnterrogatwe sentences and their roles

reveals that mothers adapt their linguistic behaviour (o eccommmodqte the lnteractron wrth the:r infants in their
different phases of cognitive and physical devef0pment :
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