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KEY WORD: LAO FOLKTALE / LITERATURE AND SOCIETY
JARUWAN CHAONUAM: LAO FOLKTALE: CHARACTERISTIC AND RELATIONSHIP TO
SOCIETY. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSIST. PROF. TRISILPA BOONKHACHORN, Ph.D. 212
pp. ISBN 974-333-574-9,

This thesis presents an analytical study of Lao folktale's characteristics and its

relationship to Lao society.

The study shows that the 158 folktales examined here can be classified into 5 groups: 54
fairy tales, 34 myths, 34 jests, 21 animal tales and 15 legends. As a form of universal expression, Lao
folktale, like other fqlktales worldwide, has many motifs similar to those compiled in Stith Thompson's
Motif Index of Folk Literature. At the same time, some of its features are distinctively the products of
Laos' particular geographical conditions and agricqltural society. The chief characteristic of Lao fairy
tales is the orphanated, penniless but galiant and virtuous hero while its major theme is defeat of evil
by vitue. Lao myths are mostly explanations of natural surroundings and are related to gods,
especially Tane. The wise man's story comes up mostly as subject of Lao jests but they are also
stories about the fool and parodies of the upper-classes. Lao animal tales usually contain morals and
characters who can escape from danger by virtue of their wit. While Lao legend most often narrate
histories of places, legends about local sacred beings such as a mermaid, a fish or heroes as well as

those about other subjects are also found.

From this study, one can see reflections of Lao social and cuitural conditions in Lao
folktale in several aspects. The folidales studied here presents Lao's as a ciassed society. Young
people are allowed to meet in their courting but marriage can take place only after parents' approval.
The Lao family is small and the relationship:among family or clan are close-knitted. The Lao economy
as seen in the folktale is a self-sufficient one, with agricultural practice as people’s chief occupation.

The Lao people in these folk stories are believers in animism, superstition as well as Buddhism.
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