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'" A public offlcer whose functlon it is to administer oaths; to
attest and certify, by his hand and official seal, certain classes of
documents, in order to. give them credit and suthenticity in foreign
jurisdictions; to take acknowledgments of deeds and other conveyances,
and certify the same; and to perform certain officisl acts, chiefly in
commercial matters, such as the protesting of notes and bllls, the
noting of foreign drafts, and merine protests in cases of loss or damage.
One who is authorized by the state or federal goverment to adminlster
oaths,and to attest to the suthenticlity of signatures:%ﬁn Henry
Campbell Blaék. Black's Law Dictlionary, p.956
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‘“ a public officer wunder civil and commercial law,

authorized to administer oaths, to attest to and certify certain types
of documents, to take depositions, end to perform certain acts in
commercial matters, such as protesting commercial paper.See 164A.253,254,
The seal of a "notary public" suthenticates s document. Id. Documents so
certified are valid as such in other jurisdictions.In some jurisdictions
an attorney admitted to practice within the jurisdiction cen sact
as a notary public. In many jurisdictions private persons can apply
for and receive sauthority to act as notaries to witness document.
Thus, secretaries in law offices, bank officers, insurance and real
estate agents, small town grocery clerks, drug store clerks, etc are

often licensed notaries. 13N Steven H. Gifls, Leaw Dictionary, p.316
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! "Notary Public, & minor public offlicisl whose duties, powers and
manner of sppointment very in the different states. Commonly authorized
to administer oaths, to teke affidavits, sacknowledgments and
depositions, and to protest notes and bills of exchenge for nonpayment."

27N VWesley Gilmer,JR.,M.S.L.S..,J.D.,The Law Dictionary,p.232
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‘"Notary. An office of great antiquity known in all Western
European countries. In Roman Law, a notarius was a person who
took notes of judiclal proceedings. A notary's functions are to draw
,attest and certify deeds and other documents, to prepare mercantile
documents, to note and certify transactions relating to negotiable
instruments and to draw up protests or formal documents relating to
occurrences on ships' voyages and their navigation. They administer
oaths and take affidavits, Before the Reformation the sppointment of
notaries throughout Christendom was ﬁade by the Pope. In England, he
delegated his powers to the Archbishop of Canterbury. Since 1533, all
faculties appointing noteries in England and Wales have been issued by
the Archbishop ecting through the Court of Faculties presided over by
the Master of the Faculties, Since 1920, the appointment of district
notaries practising wholly in Wales has been.vested in the Lord
Chancellor. In England, there sre now ecclesiastical notaries; an office
held by registrars of ecclesiastical courts and legal secretaries of
bishops, general notaries, who hold faculties entitling them to practise
anywhere in Englend and Wales, and district notaries, who may practise
only in a limited ares in England or Wales. Diplomatic and consular
officers in foreign countries may do any notarial act which any notary
public may do in the United Kingdom.

In Scotland.lany solicitor may, on petition to the Court of Session,

be eadmitted 8 notary public. His main functions are to authenticate
wills for disabled persons, teke affidavits in bankruptcy, note and
protest bills, sand authenticate the due execution of deeds to be used
abroad. Emch notary has a motto which he uses in official actings and
protocol book in which to record protests and other matters

authenticated by him" 31n David M.Walker, The Oxford Compenion to lLaw
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