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This research aftempts to study the phonetic correlates of final particles in infant directed
speech (IDS). These acoustic correlates were investigated, i.e. fundamental frequency, duration, and
intensity. The speech of 2 mothers, one with female infant and the other of male infant was investigated.
The study was a longitudinal one, the data of IDS were collected when the 2 infants were newborns (NB);
3 months (3 MO); 6 months (6 MO); 8 months (9 MQ); and 12 months - old (12 MO). '

The data consists of 584 utterances, only 11.5% of the data are with final partides._ IDS to the
male infant seems to consist of final particles more than that to the female infant (56.7 VS 43.3%).
Quantitatively speaking, IDS with final particles has the lowest numbers of utterance in the 3 months - old

(15.1%). The number increases as the age increasés.

_ Conceming the phonetic correlates of the final particles, IDS to the female infant has higher
average fundamental frequency (F¢) (270 Hz VS 258 Hz) and longer average duration (386 ms VS
378 ms).' The average F¢ exhibits a rise in IDS is the 3 MO and then starts to decreasé as the irfants get
older (NB = 252 Hz, 3 MO = 286 Hz, 6 MO = 263 Hz, 9 MO = 259, and 12 MQ = 259 Hz). In term of

_ duration, IDS to the NB has the IonQest dtiralion and then the duration of the final particles decreases as

the age of the infants increases (457 ms, 452 ms; 369 ms, 317-ms, and 295 mé).

Considering the pitch-pattern-of the final particles, 3 patterns were found. Quantitatively
speaking, the number of the Rise is quite closed to the Fall (51.0 VS 49.0%), Convolution has
outnumbered Non-convoiution (86.1 VS 13.9%), and the number of Stylised is very little as compared to

Non-stylised (13.9 VS 86.1%).
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