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Spring is beautiful everywhere, but it is most beautiful in Lebanon. Itis a
spirit that roams round the earth but hovers over Lebanon, conversing with kings
and prophets, singing with the rivers the songs of Solomon, and repeating with
the Holy Cedars of Lebanon the memory of ancient glory. Beirut, free from the
mud of winter and the dust of summer, is like a bride in the spring, or like a
mermaid sitting by the side of a brook drying her smooth skin in the rays of the
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Have you peace, the quiet urge that reveals your power?
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Have you remembrances, the glimmering arches that span the
summits of the mind?
Have you beauty, that leads the heart from things fashioned of wood and
stone to the holy mountain?
Tell me, have you these in your houses?
Or have you only comfort, and the lust for comfort, that stealthy thing that

enters the house a guest, and then becomes a host, and then a master?

Ay, and it becomes a tamer, and with hook and scourge makes puppets
of your larger desires.

Though its hands are silken, its heart is of iron.

It lulls you to sleep only to stand by your bed and jeer at the dignity of

the flesh.

It makes mock of your sound senses, and lays them in thistledown like

fragile vessels.

Verily the lust for comfort murders the passion of soul, and then walks

grinning in the funeral.”
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You often say, “l would give, but only to the deserving.”
The tree in your orchard say not so, nor the flocks in your pasture.

They give that they may live, for to with hold is to perish.7
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So saying he made a signal to the seaman, and straightway they
weighed anchorand cast the ship loose from its' moorings, and they moved

9
eastward.
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A little while, my longing shall gather dust and foam for another body.
A little while, a moment of rest upon the wind, and another woman
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shall bear me.
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Solitude is a silent storm
That breaks down all dead branches ;
Yet it sends our living heart

Of the living earth.”
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In truth you owe naugth to any man .

1)
You owe all to all men .
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When you reach the heart of life
You shall find beauty in all things,

even in the eyes that ears blind to beautyj6

" FaaiRennu, utih 121.

" FaawRennu, uti 59.
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Once | saw the face of a woman,

and | beheld all her children not yet born.
And a woman looked upon my face

and she knew all my forefathers.

Dead before she was born.'’
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The Sphinx spoke only once, and the Sphinx said,
“ A grain of sand is a desert,

and-a desert is a grain of sand;

and now let us all be silent again.”

| heard the sphinx, but | did not understand."®

" FeaiRennu, uth 22.

" FeawRennu, uti 21.
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You are good when you strive to give of yourself.

Yet you are not evil when you seek gain for yourself.

For when you strive for gain you are but a root that

clings to the earth and sucks at her breast.

Surely the fruit cannot say to the root,

“Be like me, ripe and full and ever giving of your abundance.
"For to the fruit giving is a need, as receiving is a need to the

19
root.
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Once | filled my hand with mist.

Then | opened it and lo, the mist was a worm.

And | closed and opened my hand again,

and behold there was a bird.

And again | closed and opened my hand,

and in its hollow stood a man with a sad face, turned
upward.

And again | closed my hand, and when | opened it

there was naught but mist.

But | heard a song of exceeding sweetness.”
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The mountains and trees, and rivers change their appearance with the
vicissitudes of times and seasons, as a man changes with his experiences and
emotions. The lofty poplar that resembles a bride in the daytime, will look like a
column of smoke in the evening; the huge rock that stands impregnable at
noon, will appear to be a miserable pauper at night, with earth for his bed and
the sky for his cover; and the rivulet that we see glittering in the morning and
hear singing the hymn of Eternity, will in the evening, turn to a stream of tears
wailing like a mother berelf of her child, and Lebanon, that had looked dignified
a week before, when the moon was full and our spirits were happy, looked

sorrowful and lonesome that night.26

TumauiineuasiEas The Prophet danan g atauisuanaiadumienayli
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Forget not that | shall come back to you

A little while, and my longing shall gather

dust and foam for another body.

% Anthony R. Ferris, A Second Treasury of Kahlil Gibran , p.78.
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A little while, a moment of rest upon the wind,

27
and another woman shall bear me.
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| am forever walking upon these shores,
betwixt the sand and the foam.

The high tide will erase my foot-prints,
and the wind will blow away the foam.

But the sea and the shore will remain Forever.”
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Poetry is not an opinion expressed.
It is a song that rises from a bleeding wound

i 33
or a smiling mouth.

Poetry is a deal of joy and pain and wonder,

with-a dash of the dictionary.34

One may not reach the dawn

save by the path of the night.35
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Work is love made visible.
And if you cannot work with love but only with distaste,
it is-better that you should leave your work.and sit
at the gate of the temple and take alms of those
who work with joy.
For if you take bread with in difference,
you bake a bitter bread that feeds but half man’s hunger.

And if you grudge the crushing of the grapes,
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your grudge distils a poison in the wine.
And if you sing though as angels, and love not
the singing, you muffle man’s ears to the voices of the

day and the voices of the night.40
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Let us not be particular and sectional.

The poet’'s mind and the scorpion’s tail

rise in glory from the same earth.”
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When love beckon to you ,follow him ,

though his ways are hard and steep.

And when his wing enfold you yield to him,

though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound
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Like sheaves of corn he gathers you unto himself.
He threshes you to make you naked.
He shifts you to free you from your husks.

He grinds you to whiteness.
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He kneads you until you are pliant;
and then he assigns you to his sacred fire,

that you may become sacred bread for God’s sacred feast.”
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“God is in my heart,” but rather,

| am in the heart of God. >
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No, my beloved , my spirit did not ask for separation , for you are a
part of me. My eyes never get tired of looking at you, for you are their light; but if
destiny ruled that | should walk the rough path of life loaded with shackles,

would | be satisfied if your fate should be like mine? o
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It was but yesterday | thought myself a fragment
quivering without rhythm in the sphere of life.
Now | know that | am the sphere,

and all life in rhythmic fragments moves in me.”
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It is wrong to think that love comes from long companionship and
persevering courtship. Love is the offspring of spiritual affinity and unless that
affinity is created in a moment, it will not be created in years or even
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generations.
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Now | know that there is something higher than heaven and deeper
than the ocean and stranger than life and death and time. | know now what |

did not know before.
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If you would possess
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you must not claim.

Love is the only freedom in the world because it so elevates the spirit

that the laws of humanity and the phenomena of nature do not alter its course.”
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Love is the only flower that grows and blossoms without the aid of seasons h
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When | stood a clear mirror before you,
you gazed into me and .saw your image.
Then you said, “I love you.”

But in truthyou loved yourself in me. "
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| ‘'m probably one of the surest of people, and stubborn when I'm sure.
If all the other inhabitants of the earth, for instance, believed that the individual
soul perished with death it would move me not and atom to agree with them,
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because | know your soul won't perish.
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The most beautiful word on the lips of mankind is the word “Mother,”
and the most beautiful call is the call of “My mother.” It is a word full of hope
and love, a sweet and kind word coming from the depths of the heart. The
mother is every thing-she is our consolation in sorrow, our hope in misery, and
our strength in weakness. She is the source of love, mercy, sympathy, and
forgiveness. He who loses his mother loses a pure soul who blesses and

guards him cons’[antly.78
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We are all seeking the summit of the holy mountain;
but shall not our road be shorter

if we consider the past a chart and not a guide? I

Even if they are born free, will remain slaves of strict laws enacted by

their forefather; and that the firmament, which we imagine as unchanging, is
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the yielding of today to the will of tomorrow and submission of yesterday to

the will of today.™

U384 The Broken Wings SUs1ULAZIIANITANLUNGI LU d9anTLee

wsisaulhiludn uariadnagatinsanay Gusulinaaledasn naeanyeeNgnusIwy g

o o

14 a ' 9 g a Aa ' rdl % Y o
"Q’]ﬂﬁ'ﬂ’) MINAAIN LHNYBEATINANITNDATE LL[F]ﬂQLﬂmsillﬂ/]‘]_lﬁ‘?W‘quﬁ;‘]‘_‘m?WQiQﬂ@Uﬂﬂ’]ﬂLﬂu

[ ai o Y ar rgl/ 1A =2 o 4 t4 o o
WusuINIngnTaNysed damia susdassannauisiaqiulaeslfoaiusaniuue

a

pouiulieesdin ynautinfinegiunaiuazet luanuyndsznuiliansnsongaiul1s

ETl

¥ 3 ¥
N o A

[ | dl A oA Ly 1 2 | g v a aAa i’/ dl

Tdananfuianuil Jult viengell aywdildeglinanfusnaruanuasfnduidnn 1
-2 - o T8 7, B AN _— y

ANATaTIU Ny EeTud AN INaTIaN HINLeY asaesanitul iduazgmauanliaani

4 A A o o e, o 1 v o) '
wisasilen 1 lunnsansstimyingi Tdldulaausneslinaraiuniaresnan ndrauuneau
navsannaniudaiuiageandan 1y Munaasteaaunatnnninaadsy Tiiles
o r::lla 5 1 7 o 1 dgj aa X a Y o =
VnunawAnsinfaTuasE nanszriamaniiilunisen@ialitinfaliiunaives

L 1a A P o & aa = 2o 4 A4 o o
atnunen TneliAnazdeduse danaiiuaanaunaueaiugiivuue namedenvinug

4

A 2 ° 1 ql d' & @ 2/?/ o=
mqsﬁzﬁmmLﬂumiﬂ@ﬂumummuummwuwwLﬂummm{]mmmmum

u

=3 6 = 1 i A 1 % | v v a
ATHAINHENUUBNBRNANTE T N‘Lé‘]:’riﬂﬂﬁ‘}‘é‘[ﬂﬂ unaviretlassliinadusosngu

e o oA

FIpues uEddudAnnyna e’ Tunien ez ds LWl TBuEE

q) o @

(2
a A

Wiundan uwinduanldrdsidunesdnydnsaannnaumiai wRnuasdfriui
= QI a s G dl A dll v Y o a
WenRslssRngresymd dwesesendasnauldidunnnsgulunisiuuanansss

o o

] aa | % & o i/al a I 1 QYIJ 1
5119 7 Waan wikdonyeendusen iRl sshnginaidusdaninunacudullees

amduauliteslulaniaqiiu nainuuslaalansdumvzasaia U
W dAUIRNI WA A1T89gN A NAUTLN A 28IRNEAIALANENNTY. LlanAt
RN Faumgiutasna naenin fudeanansenssgnuiillduiaudn wen

pinaruunn %

% Anthony R. Ferris, A Second Treasury of Kahlil Gibran, p 118.

* 957 nla, Awgalulan, nin 80.



77
¥
AMuAAIHANUNEAATYAMTLE AL INeNzNsTUBNWTeLANIS

o

TiinAanssnsing o yneudl Awisraneeeniulinanduiivdutiymieeldidn

[,"?]/QSY

nywehangsusanauinnanlaau Wunseusesnisiuilanuayain
dausdaniunuananinsg il iuuaznfnuduwesesdn iaa1iiuia

nssnlunisagsasniudaan

N PR e, ¥ @ A e ey Y @ A A
FUTTNULASANNTETSALUIN ﬂ'TﬂMLQ@WL‘]JuL‘Wﬂ\‘I%?UI?NHHEIUML‘]JHL?@\WI@WN’ﬁ‘ﬂ
o v v 3 o K o v P ] v [~1/ ] aAa a
‘VI'WVLm muw:mmwuﬂm@mmummemmmmmmwmm L')@"]ﬂiﬂ@qﬂqﬁ'ﬂmﬂﬂﬁwz\]
A aa v [ a aa dld QI £ ?:j/ 1 Y o [l £% o o aa
mu@mmim NIIANUUTVANAAIILTNAUFANLANITIANLLIN A NN LNNTANTTR R

weausaryAna atnuAnsslesiigagn

3.2.2 Lqm"lug'muﬂuamuuﬁ

' '
a = 1a 6 o o =

wanugusitludanan Wliiuamiiegase i nuyeiyaRzuieldGan
o 2 )N T o . 4
AN AT AI2RRIsNe 7 WL u GannianlanuyuseusiaesnsLnilesandn “vuils
T = a o = P a Ao
Fur vidalFunnisiilanuyuseunaee fiadasuniiesanda ‘wilsil” niniUsAaingsinimue
Tiiuauasuudasnialuenanuds iazlidnarluann Taqiiu wisesuan usazs

o L

= o d‘ a 49{ QI dl c ¥ 1 3| ?z// [~ | = e 1 dl
Wmmmmmmﬁ‘mmmmmmzmmuwmﬂmwLﬂummuuﬂ%mummLmﬂﬂﬁ‘mmmum

—

NN gnIsFUFve NN

o a  aa 1 = o [ ¥ ¥ o 4 a =2
NITANUNTI ﬂ@ﬁl’NﬁJﬂ’J’]ﬁJZﬁ‘ﬂ@’]Lﬂuﬂ‘ﬂ%“ﬂ’ﬂ@@ﬂ‘lﬁm%‘ﬂ@%’)ﬂ’] AIENTTNATTEUIRN

A9pine] NNATUTELA N9 AEUULAII89RIFNN] NATURERABALIRT LATHAINWANG

[ 6

@ v a = | a A A o o oA A P A
N Nié‘]:fﬂLﬂuQ@NNmLQ@WLﬂuMUQﬂQu'}W UIN 7]'31&]\'1 J1 AU U VTDARAITTE FAVUALIIAIN

' ! [
a 1 [E NS

ansFrumainaulddmiudamensaindwmnedwiinauuulan Tnefuyeilaifdnd

Q a

'
a ¥

QI dl 1 v v 1 1 dgj 14 = [
‘].I’]\‘]@\‘]VIVLN@’WQ@WJEIMH'JEIL'J@']L‘Vm’]uvl,ﬂ NTIZRATINAINIUNLIDULRNISURIAY VLNQ’]"Q&L‘]“]LL

793 nidla, FAnilnAn, wih 30.

* Faadenfi, wiin 32.



78

= o A [

(24 1% g A v o a dl |dl @ ZJ/
A N8 @H@ nnn visadnd LLN@QU’N‘?H@WN@’]&I“HHL‘WFNVLSJﬂ UNHLIDRNISUABDNRUNN

)

]

¥

Q’j dl a = 3| =R 1 [ 2 3|
AU WannAaiudnaiurasnueg NQHH@QiM@WN’]?ﬂﬂWMU@i@Q’] a9 lAndunan

q

A o vy ¥ A o aa X o - a
quﬁ‘ﬂquﬂﬁ‘@LﬂquJ@q@qﬂ@iﬁ LLN“]:Nﬂ’]?WWH'\LWﬂIMI@ELWNmuquﬂ?ZWQNHEﬂLmuVH\ﬂﬂ

Tuaaniald i riuniglldannons wauulandunaiuunawsiuAwane1e i e ld

= o

wanlunnIuyusaLfeILAzIaLIANeNTIRYINAW Tanauitatuulanyindy 88 Ju win

[
1 a A

v
HuyweanAuatuunions Nysdinaiuazdanuiansedadzandn “1an” Ansanuiysed

TAaNHIN WANKNATHAS I TFEUANNILANANNTZIINU TS UALNTINT] NI AT T URININLN

WINAU 88 FUARININLIT LAZALNTIUBININILNAWINGL 88 F1BINANLII T U

s A a ! = P a v 1 ! ° o A d‘ o=
8141961527 23L7897 IaanduAauNALa YnetrtiandAynla ileNywdl
pNARTEARUANAIN IR TR NsRdEnge] IdeeinaDdon Aaznudinanduisans
Aa ! él P ¥ a v dal % & v 1 dgj 1% 1 =
nantgeusiann e lapauassdeiiugn ayediarldmaneguulanilfetnedinnnngs
@ | @ o woecged WO OVH A Yo v o 4
nataviduiesdaulsrnatiant AviLTInyinul Awnvinunanagn e laidauasiuyiem
[ d? o a &R 89 1 d’l =K 17
Tddrmanadsngrulugdaneails aninemisesn “ yuneaduiluansnaudila
1 1 % dg/ Y v aa c a 1 o dl 1
aganedwiradiiamanniauiandaedeanstsraetidniau luGesauunnsinazes
! al 1% ' Cs 1 a d‘y < o 1 A dl
watanzauluuazde davnndinysdainnsadilauuemni fazaisenile el

wiainnananls lidnuywsiazandaegnle uulanvisauua1ansinIu

Ausuiduiu. winanasanisiuyeetiafaiunan liuysedlidauge
ol 1 dI dl v [ QI 1 dl a d’g o K rdl a d? v [~1 v
NYHAND9AIUNTlN 1A nanA96e o] MARTW anesaziuiinmsnsainnaTuudaiuls

v
o @

\{UANNIIRY ANINNIIRINATTY AiReBRRTEINYEE NIIUNNYUALEANTDIFLLAZAIA

1 ! !
I a =

o o QI 49{ :j/ | A 6 6 = Vo 6
m\‘mummzmmﬂu@mmmumﬂumimmmﬂiﬂmu LL@:uuwm:mimummnﬂmmmu

v
AINANNAA AR

The bitterest thing in our today’s sorrow

is the memory of our yesterday’s joy. %
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Who can spread his hours before him saying,
“This for God and this for myself;

this for my soul, and this other for my body?”
All'your hours are wings that beat through

space from self to self.”’
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Yet the timeless in you is aware of life’s timelessness,

And knows that yesterday is but today’s memory and tomorrow is today’s
dream.

And that that which sings and contemplates in you is still dwelling
within the bounds of that first moment which scattered the stars into space.
Who among you does not feel that his power to love is boundless?

And yet who does not feel that very love, though boundless, encompassed
within the centre of his being, and moving not from love thought to love
thought, nor from love deeds to other love deeds?
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And is not time even as love is, undivided and spaceless?
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We disobeyed no commandment, nor did we taste of forbidden fruit,

so what is making us leave this paradise?96
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And in the autumn, when you gather the grapes of your vineyard for the
wine press, say in your heart,
“l too am a vineyard, and my fruit shall be gathered for the wine press,
And like new wine |.shall be kept in eternal vessels.”
And in'winter, when you draw the wine, let there be in your heart a song for each
cup;

And let there be in the song a remembrance for the autumn days, and for

the vineyard, and for the Winepress.97

" Kahlil Gibran, The Prophet, p.24.
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Come and be one of us.
Descend and appease your hunger with our bread

and quench your thirst with our wine.”
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For even as love crowns you so shall he crucify you.

Even as he is for your growth so is he for your pruning.ﬂOO
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Crucified One you are crucified upon my heart;
and the nails that pierce your hands
pierce the walls of my heart.

And tomorrow when a stranger passes by this Golgotha
he will not know that two bled here.

He will deem it the blood of one man'"
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The truly religious dose not embrace a religion and he who

. 105
embraces one has know religion

The first thought of God was an angel.

The first word of God was a man. '
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And if you would know God be not therefore a solver of riddles.
Rather look about you and you shall see Him playing with your children.
And look into space, you shall see Him walking in the cloud,
outstretching His arms in the lightening and descending in rain.
You shall see Him smiling in flowers, then rising and waving His hands in

107
trees.
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As the sun went down, withdrawing its rays from those gardens and
orchards, Selma moved to the middle of the temple and gazed long at its walls
and corners as if she wants to pour the light of her eyes on its pictures and
symbols. When she walked forward and reverently knelt before the picture of

Christ and kissed His feet, and she whispered, "Oh, Christ, | pleasure and
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happiness; | have worn the wreath of thorns and discarded the wreath of
laurel and washed myself with blood and tears instead of perfume and scent; |
have drunk vinegar and gall from a cup which was meant for wine and nectar;
accept me, my Lord, among Thy flowers and lead me toward Galilee with those
who have chosen Thee, contented with their sufferings and delighted with their

, 108
SOrrows.
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Crucified One, you are crucified upon my heart;

and the nails that pierce your hands
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pierce the walls of my heart.
And tomorrow when a stranger passes by this Golgotha
he will not know that two bled here.

He will deem it the blood of one man.'”
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The heads of religion in the East are not satisfied with their own
munificence, but they must strive to make all members of their families superiors
and oppressors. The glory of a prince goes to his eldest son by inheritance, but
the exaltation of a religious head is contagious among his brothers and
nephews. Thus the Christian bishop and the Moslem imam and the Brahman

priest become like sea reptiles who clutch their prey with many tentacles and

suck their blood with numerous mouths.' '
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It killed in me the inclination for games and amusement. It removed_from
my shoulders the wings of youth and made me like a pond of water between

mountains which reflects in its calm surface the shadows of ghosts and the
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colors of clouds and trees, but cannot find an outlet by which to pass singing

to the sea.'
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Your are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent

forth.

The archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite, and He bends you

with His might that His arrows may go swift and far."®
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For what is it to die but to stand naked in the wind and to melt into the
sun?
And what is it to cease breathing, but to free the breath from its restless

tides, that it may rise and expand and seek God unencumbered? '
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For what is it to die but to stand naked in the wind and to melt into the
sun?
And what is it to cease breathing but to free the breath from its

restless tides, that it may rise and expand and seek God unencumbered?' "
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YTRARAUAIMNAA T UAIALN AU LALAE AFTUENN TUTRIFTINLLANNAAUTANANHTTNUD

WNFANAUINIABAUNTN IUHANUIBNTIA9E AINNaIaluntisde A Third Tresury of Kahlil

Gibran

In The Poet From Baalbek, The Nymphs of the Valley, and “The
Farewell” of The Prophet, in as much as in many other passages, Gibran speaks
of the reincarnation-of the soul and Nirvana. (...)

A brief expaose of reincarnation as propounded by Buddhism will help

us to understand the spirit of Gibran.'
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LAZINNIL (Nirvana)
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Anthony R Ferris, A Third Treasury of Kahlil Gibran, p 230.
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Forget not that | shall come back to you
A little while, and my longing shall gather
dust and foam for another body.

A little while, a moment of rest upon the wind,

121
and another woman shall bear me.
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Yes, there is Nirvanah;
it is in leading your sheep to a green pasture,
and in putting your child to sleep,

and in writing the last line of your poem.122
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The Bible is Syriac literature in English words. It is the child of a sort of
marriage. There’s nothing in any other tongue to correspond to the English
Bible. And the Chaldo-Syriac is the most beautiful language that man has made

though it is no longer used.”
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To be wounded by your own understanding of love;

And to bleed willingly and joyfully.

To wake at dawn with a winged heart and give thanks for another day of
loving;

To rest at the noon hour and meditate love’s ecstasy;

To return home at eventide with gratitude;

And then to sleep with a prayer for the beloved in your heart and a song

of praise upon your Iips.14
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night.20
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Give me the silence and will outdare the night
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Once | knew a man whose ears were exceedingly keen,
but he was dumb.
He had lost his tongue in a battle.
I know now what battles that man fought

before the great silence came.

| am glad he is dead.
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The World is not large enough for two of us.
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Did my youth blind my natural eyes and make me imagine the brightness
of her eyes, the sweetness of her mouth, and the grace of her figure? Or was it
that her brightness, sweetness, and grace opened my eyes and showed me the
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happiness and sorrow of love?
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As the rays of the moon shone on the face, neck, and.arms of Selma, she
looked likea statue of ivory sculptured by the fingers if some worshiper of Ishtar,

goddess of beauty and love.”®
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| answered her, saying, “l will do all you have said and will make my soul
an envelope for your soul, and my heart a residence for your beauty and my
breast a grave for your sorrows. | shall love you, Selma, as the prairies love the
spring, and | shall live inyou the life of a flower under the sun’s rays. | shall sing
your name as the valley sings the echo of the bells of the village churches; | shall
listen to the language of your soul as the shore listens to the story of the waves. |
shall remember you as a stranger remembers his beloved country, and as
hungry man remembers a banquet, and as a dethroned king remembers the
days of his glory, and as a prisoner remembers the hours of ease and freedom. |
shall remembers you as a sower remembers the bundles of wheat on his
threshing floor, and as a shepherd remembers the green prairies and sweet
brooks.
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Spring departed, and so did summer and autumn, but my love foe

Selma increased day by day until it become a kind of mute worship, the feeling
that an orphan has toward the soul of his mother in Heaven. My yearning was
converted to blind sorrow that could see nothing but itself, and the passion that
drew tears from my eyes was replaced by perplexity that sucked the blood from
my heart, and my sighs of affection became a constant prayer for the happiness
of Selma and her husband and peace for her father.”’
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The Bishop got everything he wanted secretly, under the protection of his
ecclesiastical robe and the golden cross which he wore on his chest, (...) The
Bishop went to church in the morning and spent the rest of the day pilfering from

the widows, orphans, and simple-minded people.30
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Give your hearts, but not into each other’s keeping.
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For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.
And stand together yet not too near together:
For the pillars of the temple stand apart,

And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other’s shadow.”’
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Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughters of Life’s
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longing for itself.
They come through you but not from you,
And though they are with you yet they

belong not to you.37
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You are good when you strive to give of yourself.

Yet you are not evil when you seek gain for yourself.

For when you strive for gain you are but

a root that clings to the earth and sucks at her breast.

Surely the fruit cannot say to the root,

“be like me, ripe and full and ever giving of your abundance.”
For to the fruit giving is a need, as receiving

is a need to the root.”
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Hearing these words, Selma’s face clouded and her eyes froze as if
she felt a premonition of death. Then she screamed, like a bird shot down,
suffering, and trembling, and in a choked voice said, “What do you say? What

. 139
do you mean? Where are you sending me?

“l understand. | understand everything. The Bishop has demanded me
from you and has prepared a cage for this bird with broken wings. Is this your

will, Father?”™

Now while my father and my suitor are planning the day of marriage, |
see your spirit quivering around me as a thirsty bird flickers above a spring of

water guarded by a hungry serpent.41
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“Here, all the hopes of Gibran, who is living as a prisoner of love beyond
the seas, were is living as a this spot he lost his happiness, drained his tears,

and forgot his smile.”*

* Anthony R Ferris, A Second Treasury of Kahlil Gibran, p 55.
**Ibid., pp 55-59.
“"Ibid., p 68.
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My neighbors, you remember the dawn of youth with pleasure and
regret its passing; but | remember it like a prisoner who recalls the bars and

shackles of his jail.*
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The first Eve led Adam out of Paradise by her own will, while Selma made
me enter willingly into the paradise of pure love and virtue by her sweetness and
love; but what happened to the first man also happened to me, and the fiery
sword which chased Adam out of Paradise was like the one which frightened me
by its glittering edge and forced me away from the paradise of my love without

having disobeyed any order or tasted the fruit of the forbidden tree.”
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My departure was like Adam ‘s exodus from Paradise, but the Eve of my
heart was not with me to make the whole world an Eden. Thatnight, in which |

had been born again, | felt that [ saw death’s face for the first time."

“Ibid., p 13.
“Ibid., p 17.
*“Ibid., p 12.
*Ibid., p 57.
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Your pain is the breaking of the shell
that encloses your understanding.

Even as the stone of the fruit must break;
that its heart may stand in the sun,

Y O
S0 mustyou know pain.
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And in much of your talking, thinking is half murdered.
For thought is a bird of space, that in a cage

of words may indeed unfold its wings but cannot ﬂy.52
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