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ABSTRACT 

One of the basic teachings in Buddhism is that concerning a concept of suffering 

and the way leading to its cessation According to Buddhism, a knowledge of the nature of 

suffering is considered to be relevant to the practice for the cessation of suffering itself. 

There are two kinds of suffering explanation in Buddhism. The first is a textual explanation, 

and the second is an empirical one. The textual explanation has a strong point as it can 

provide a systematic conceptual understanding of suffering, but has a weak point as it 

lacks a sufficient emotional power to convince us how complex and so difficult to win is 

the human suffering. The empirical explanation has a strong point as  it can arouse our 

emotional thoughts to see how the human life and the world evolved in the great natural 

suffering, but has a weak point as it cannot provide a systematic conceptual understanding 

of suffering as found in the textual one. 

It can be said that the textual explanation of suffering ever provided by the 

Buddhist thinkers in the Buddhist literature reaches its perfect point. So many great works 

of this category have been done. A thing we lack is the work of the second category. 

Darwinism is brought up here to play an empirical role showing some profound empirical 

aspects of the human suffering which cannot be directly found through the textual 

explanation. From a Darwinian perspective, the human Me is suffering in two meanings. 

Firstly, it is suffering as an organism whose inner nature is to struggle for its own 

existence. Secondly, it is suffering as a survival biolwcal machine whose permanently- 

gven role is to protect a stream of genes. 

Even though Darwinism looks into the human Me as suffering in itself as conceived 

by Buddhism, some of the Darwinian thinkers accepts that at the end man can rebel 

against his biological tyranny. This view seems to be in accordance with the Buddhist 

belief that all human beings have the inner po ten t iw  to overcome their inner spiritual 

enemies, the three kmds of desire, day by day causing suffering in the human life. 
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That there is much suffering in the world no one disputes. Some 

have attempted to explain this in reference to man by imagining that it 

serves for his moral improvement. But the number of men in the world is 

as nothing compared with that of all other sentient beings, and these often 

suffer greatly without any moral improvement. A being so powerful and so 

full of knowledge as a God who could create the universe is to our finite 

minds omnipotent and omniscient, and it revolts our understanding to 

suppose that his benevolence is not unbounded, for what advantage can 

there be in the suffering of millions of the lower animals throughout almost 

endless time? This very old argument from the existence of suffering 

against the existence of an intelligent first cause seems to me a strong one; 

whereas, as just remarked, the presence of much suffering agrees well with 

the view that all organic beings have been developed through variation and 

natural selectionGc 
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In the distant future I see open fields for far more important 

researches. Psychology wdl be based on a new foundation, that of the 

necessary acquirement of each mental power and capacity by gradation. 

Light will be thrown on the origin of man and his history.db 
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suvive aown the ages only II they are good at building bodies that are 

good at .!ving and reproducing in The pCt:cslar way of life chosen by the 

species Sut there 1s more to it than this To be good at surviving, a gene 

must be good at working together wlth the other genes in the same 

specles-:ne same river To survive in the long run, a gene must be a good 

companion it must do well in the company of, or aganst the background 

of the otner genes in the same river Genes of another species are 1n a 

dliierent river They do not have to get on weil together-not in the same 

sense, anyvvay-for they do not have to share the same bodiesh 
6 -  6 Y Ta" mo~nuandni~?uuiGuu% tu 2m ~ n a  L~VU ?uvl~arnaniii) r t i a d q  dguiua~saaa 

t I, 
d i  d d dd* 

%nriiiicm$u iuiuaimaiui~uul~~~~uiii~icmii~n~aa~~Ma~~~1vuY;"u~an~a~i giua-n 

*'Rlcliaid Dawklns R~ver out of Eden A Darwiian View of Lde, London Weldenfield & N~colson, 1995, 

P 5 



rwi-i~Ivaaanwiiiin6u~i~5ubiuan"u ~~idaiaai~iiuw"uIPlbduuiun"bn̂ mfiai~bfldoubbPla~ 
z W d  ~ u n u u u ~ v i i i u  mi~~innii~i~m~~u~u~:~~l~d~~a~~~udf;i~~~~iimni~~iun'~'iuli"~ 

%" d 0 

1uiiianiudiiajiirnia~7~da7EaddI9Jisa 6aqIuFinut-isl:g5ndLa~ ;aquini~did 

1"~u~bu~ianai~mss~adriauv~id~:bfimi~anuIsaIan6b~u~~anuad~~~aIu$n~:~i~va~ 

0uda~Tu6aiaist1,a.i i a i i a j ~ m u a % I " b u ~ n ~ : ~ ~ f l " l i a d ~ u v a d ~ d i m i i  ddirniulufibiuh qu 
9, A V P, P Q w  GP, & b e ,  d d d b W  

vu~aid~ulyaiiunwa~miu Lidnai;yaiiuaqn F?n~u6~am:rit7vaauuM\aqu!6d~unam 
9, 

R d ~ W l M ~ 1 ~ ~ L ~ ~ 1 ~ W l ~ ~ u " ~ ~ l W l ~ ~ ~ b b f l d ~ ~ ~ ~ d 3 ~ a " 6 N l ~ l ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ 9 9 " 6 l 3 d ~ ~ ~ ~  
I PI 

Id nn i?nau~~~uc i iu I~9J i~va iu  Lvau IMRU dauIdki i~3u~m 

a d d  maa'iiua'ndiaai~dv~mdb~ a ~ 1 a i ~ ~ i ~ m i ~ u ~ i ~ : e ~ 1 i a ~ u i ~ d i 3 ~ n ~ ~ u a i i ~ I ~  
A d m  

~mil:iniwdd16~~adniw mwiv iRd~a daniimdmn aifini~illiriiq?ni3uadiafima 
d 6 w  

&naiu i~ i~~~du~nuud ia~mf i~~dn"~]~dddmn~~b~b~i  ?n$?inGifirnfimu fidadbaaiva~nis 

i i 2 ~ a  J 'bjG5i?idrnd~uEiiaoda"a~%e,4 ~dda5sisminn ~rid37m ~9uwiw:vadnis8~wam 
PI I < 

vliau~u~u~i~~a7wuiw"~unn"u-diiu ~milm~diin3: ~~t7~aia~p1b~asw"wamuia~ina~n 

b~lw"~3~]mu~~1~~~fluiba:~:l~~d~~Idi1~~$1~d1~k~~~~ n3:ud~aaiuui~ns:~~d 
'4 G d  d d 

id~r~na~uaan8nnnaiuvn"n"ld~~n~na1~~~ab8a~\afliaba~ivudnbwambb99"dbwm:~uiaj 
d d d W  d d  I %una:~~t7~ukds:au~ai~di~~"buni~ajam ifidnT:iid~aduuan~in~iuiudanwi-d.iq: 

!~akauhh~v~ii78nui?rna n ~ : ~ ~ c b d d ~ U M ~ i i ~ 6 ~ i U ~ i ~ ~ t 7 ~ E ] ~ i ~ i a p d i ~ ~ E i b b ~ d ~ b ~ ~  
d d  9, 

~ l ~ ~ % d a ~ ~ l ~ ~ l U f J ~  bL~~~~E]nT&da"U~dl~d bMNlEdN bbn'R13619dEl~ 

n i w v a ~ ~ ~ n i ~ d d a ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ m  bnd b~uq~6~~i"b~bnb~i"b~-dibbw"b~a"a 6aau 

v"s~lfl~mfidsz~8fiai~b~u~i~iauiu ~~i~~~~rn~~u~naon~~iidiiunibbddiu~fid8a 
I d d  w A d 

u 

d v ~ i ~ i u  ~maflilda~hnub?bua: e~uni:~anaiR"ua Jvaiu6a ~$17nsnan~~d6h: 

ns:~mm-~intiua~rjwpa"i1J"1u'b~!dni~aiuI~$i~daIfl~~~u~du9u1J"1ut9a"~~u~~aw1aiwi~ 

nznanbvdi~~1fl~uaiu~~~~ua~!6adidndadbbnda ~<u~au~finAd%~~1ai~t7iuisni;ad 

m s I i  81 u!dd~idim:am8m!d~~d~de,aa"iiudym~ai!%!6 ~n%me:iGanuva~nu 

nsnan!girnu!ddi'b&apiidd15a~336 unui~&n~iuunn~:sanfiif;ii5~adi~Ej~:sii,mh.iiau 

a p i i d b i d a  ~~Gaubvu6u~a~ii~fiio~bbnEia uniul~luaim~l6aii~~~z~mu~~~~aii~ 

~~nfiui~rnn~aJfiub~1~ianw'inia 'b& 1~di6~o~nu~ia~~ise1fi0d3m%6mdi~~ n-td 
nxsan'bd ~ i u ' b ~ r h ~ ~ a ~ i ~ s ~ j i ~ ~ m ~ d ~ b ~ u e , a d i u n i ~ ~ ~ a ~ ~ i i d ~ i i a u ~ u " ~ a d ~ u d a ~ " b ~ ~ a  

h un dsli ~8a ~wa nu ~La:6uti"liihiguan"ud fidis ~div~~drslain~mn"uba'~a"bu~^aw 



aua) R L L ~ ~ ~ G ~ L G ~ ~ I ~ Q ~ I ~ Q ~ N W I ~  b w ~ 8 h a " d ~ ~ ~ a d  
I w I 

d G U  

nkn i  u i 8ya imy iaw i~an&~~~~~~~uv i~ ia~$uunmau  bv~  wa~iiua4-difiu~nd%dui 

i i s  ~~~~~~a~~a?99"!sap1m~~md~:a~6miuw"u~ii~~unis~nwi~a~u"1)a~fiubai~a"~a~~u bad 

n i d  ~ u n " s u m w ~ ~ a u ~ d ~ ~ n u a ~ i ~ ~ ~ u d  u ~ ~ a ~ J u d ~ n 9 ~ ~ ~ a ? f i f i u 1 6 r n ~ < m ~  
w 

~ 3 ~ ~ d n ' ~ u 8 i 6 ~ ~ d ~ ~ ~ n ~ i ~ ~ ~ n i 5 6 i ~ d ~ ~ d ~ ~ d " 1 1 ~ d ! ~ b ~ d ~ ~ d R ~ i ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ i d  
I ' 

waiuds:rns &pIi~rniuvsn u a - ~ a ~ ~ u ~ a i m u i  u ~ u w i ~ P l 3 ~ ~ 1  fii~auan.nu~iu41 ii?i?~fi 
6 G  G 6mivlim7i5uniiabn~dv~md~3u~aiuq5d -6usssud bwai:aadi~%a~~un bvu~zb~a:"bs 



de-' matiww~dLmamw ~h~ULLu3dLsiu James Rachels. Created kom hima.k: The Moral impnca tions of 

DaMrinism, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991. 

"1Iprnm:d 



~~ua6nuwm7f u ~ a r ~ u ~ ~ ~ ~ ' k ; d a ~ i 8 . ~ ~ w d ~ ~ u ~ ~ ~ ~ a w ~ ~ m n i i ~ ~ i n 8 m a " d u  6~;Jdni 

6 t l ~ ~ ~ ~ ' b a " a ~  

Man in his arrogance thinks himself a great work worthy the 

interposition of a deity. More humble and I think truer to consider him 

created from animals."00 
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I believe that the human mind is constructed in a way that locks it 

inside this fundamental constraint and forces it to make choices with a 

purely biological instrument. If the brain evolved by natural selection, even 

the capacities to select particular esthetic judgments and religous beliefs 

must have arisen by the same mechanistic process ... 

At this point let me state in briefest terms the basis of the second 

dilemma, while I defer its supporting argument to the next chapter: innate 

censors and motivators exist in the brain that deeply and unconsciously 

affect our ethical premises; from these roots, morality evolved as instinct. I f  

that perception is correct, science may soon be in a position to investigate 

the very origin and meaning of human values, from which all ethical 

pronouncements and much of political practice flow.. . 

Because the guides of human nature must be examined with a 

complicated arrangement of mirrors, they are a deceptive subject, always 

the philosopher's deadfall. The only way forward is to study human nature 

as  part of the natural sciences, in an attempt to integrate the natural 

sciences with the social sciences and humanities. I can conceive of no 

ideological or formalistic shortcut. Neurobiology cannot be learned at the 

feet of a guru. The consequences of genetic history cannot be chosen by  
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legislatures. Above all, for our own physical well-being if nothing else, 

ethical philosophy must not be left in the hands of the merely wise.Qw 
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Had Kant, Moore, and Rawls known modem biology and 

experimental psychology, they might well not have reasoned as they did. 

Yet as this century closes, transcendentalism remains firm in the hearts not 

just religious believers but also of countless scholars in the social sciences 

and the humanities who, like Moore and Rawls, have chosen to insulate 

their thinking from the natural sciences. 

Many philosophers will respond by saying, ethicists don't need that 

land of information. You really can't pass from is to ought. You can't 

describe a genetic predisposition and suppose that because it is part of 

human nature, it is somehow transformed into an ethical precept. We must 

put moral reasoning in a special category, and use transcendental 

guidehes as required. 

No, we do not have to put moral reasoning in a special category 

and use transcendental premises, because the posing of naturahtic fallacy 
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A central goal of Nibbanic Buddhism is preserving the individual 

through altruism. The devotee earns points toward a better personal life by 

performing generous acts and offsets bad acts with meritorious ones. While 

embracing the concept of universal compassion, both Buddhist and 

Christian countries have found it expedient to wage aggressive wars, many 

of which they just* in the name of religionaGb 
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Suppose we are considering whether we may use a chimpanzee in 

a medical experiment. In the course of the experiment the chimp will be 

infected with a disease and the progress of the disease will be observed; 

then he wdl be lulled and his remains studied. In fact, such experiments 

have often been performed, and they are commonly considered to be 
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Press, 1991, chapter 5. (Moral inlviduahsm is a thesis about the justiiication of judgements concerning 
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morally acceptable. We may note, however, that the same experiment, 

performed on a human being, would not be considered acceptable. 

Appealing to the traditional doctrine of human dignity, we might explain 

this by saylng that human life has an inherent worth that non-human life 

does not have. Moral individualism, on the other hand, would require a 

dlfferent approach. According to moral individualism, it is not good enough 

simply to observe that chimps are not members of the preferred group-that 

they are not human. Instead we would have to look at specific 

chimpanzees, and specific humans, and ask what characteristics they have 

that are relevant to the judgement that one, but not the other, may be 

used. We would have to ask what j u m  using this particular chimp, and 

not that pvticular human, and the answer would have to be in terms of 

their individual characteristics. 

T ~ E  way of thinking goes naturally with an evolutionary 

perspective because an evolutionary perspective denies that humans are 

dlfferent in kind from other animals; and one cannot reasonably make 

distinction in morals where none exist in fact.""' 
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The account of ethics sociobiologsts offer is incomplete and 

therefore misleading. Nevertheless, sociobiology provides the basis for a 

new understanding of ethics. It enables us to see e thcs  as a mode of 

human reasoning which develops in a group context, building on more 

limited, biologically based forms of altruism. 

So ethics loses its air of mystery. Its principles are not laws written 

up in heaven. Nor are they absolute truths about the universe, known by 

intuition. The principles of ethics come from our own nature as social, 

reasoning beings. At the same time, a view of ethics grounded on 

evolutionary theory need not reduce ethics simply to a matter of subjective 

feelings or arbitrary choices. The fact that our ethical judgment are not 

dictated to us by an external authority does not mean that any ethical 

judgment is as good as any other. Ethical reasoning points the way to an 

assessment of ethical judgments from an objective point of view.""' 
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it was 10-30 or 11 p.m. I was giving the massage. My uncle offered 

to relieve me. I was glad and went straight to the bed-room. My wife, poor 

thing, was fast asleep. But how could she sleep when I was there? I woke 

her up. In five or six minutes. however, the servant knxked at the door. I 

started with alarm. 'Get up,' he said, 'Father is very ill.' I knew of course 

that he was very ill, and so I guessed what 'very ill' meant at that moment. 

I sprang out of bed. 'What is the matter? Do tell me!' 'Father is no more.' 

So all was aver! I had but to wring my hands. I felt deeply ashamed and 

miserable. i ran to my father's room. I saw that, if animal passion had not 

blinded me. I should have been spared the torture of separation from my 

father during his last moments. I should have been massaging him, and he 

would have died in my arms.@*@ 

naa&nna~mu6uq/iiuw ~ i u i ~ i a ~ ~ a 1 ~ u z n a i ~ 6 a ~ n 1 m 1 ~  bwef ~n8m i iw i1u  

~aiunund7~ii~nn~~dq/i7uw~i1nu~a~k81~~anbai%u::~d~6 vi7uil$iiydnrj,v%ah 

piisd sl1~z::56dunid~ani~^a~6(~a~n~~fip1n~~u1~1u-di~~a ~n"u6ubiauk(db$uq 

'lunia w n)nauai ajsm-diad2u LFIYI i@-aia&idszaun~~rn~ua"u~~dfi~u~d~!%~~ 
d d P c r W  cY 6uki~-d~m%ai~nun~"IIa~iiu~udaabwn ni;tihaaviiumin~~ nntri.&rnundIb~u 

haeiuddau$~d~~iiamdl99"b~u-d1 dad~~au~umlJrnauldm::n"pI~abw"-a~?~~uw~~;i34wu~ 

wadmrrbn6~am1~m~~~~niu"bu"b~"11a~nu~ma~i~~a1aisn~~n~du~'b6 

a- oha and as K. G a n a ,  The Story of My Experiments with Truth, The Internet Version, Part One, 

Section: My Father's Death and My Double Shame. 



64 d 

mwa~nviiuww bu uuvsa"d8aaan~iflad L ~ N  i&.&ri-nia A Secret World : Sexuality and 

the Search for Celibacy i~a:Bnd~v%Aa Sex, Priests and Power: Anatomy of a 

crisis""" LAN wniu@.$ uutiiiaua-di Tanua~pinuaamva~n6a~da~a:I~a1naiuImu 

i w i : o ~ u d ~ d a ~ a i ~ 6 a ~ n i m i ~ ~ w ~ ~ ~ a p 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ^ a w ~ u ~ m ~ ~ i ~ a d ~ n u  dauiiuh-m-xilu 

mzu uiunaiailrti~~dndiaiai"b~u~d~ii2n ~mqlt.~jinsrui iiadaa9 ~udau6u7aasvl'd8a( 

1rdd6mudiday a ~ ~ u a n " u ~ ~ ~ n ~ s a ~ i d r ~ e 7 ~ k b ~ ~ i : ~ a ~ a d ~ n ~ ] a ~ ~ i v a ~ n b a i ! ~ ~ 1 n  (6 
a SlU 

~rddinui i luuiwv~ad~~idauqd~~a~a~in)  d a ~ ~ ~ i u i a y a ~ u ~ i l u i a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i % ~ d ~ : ~ n ~ ~ i ~ a  

(ii.~iP?rmidii iinu~~iwaGnI6%msa~~aaiIi~~a~-diniai~ad~3u~~iaiiu ~drin 

u a m i ~ . ~ ~ a i u ~ ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ w d 8 ~ ~ i a ' ~ ~ ~ ~ " 1 1 i i ~ a ~ i ~ a i ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ n u i " b u n i ~ i ~ ~ d  niiiauluni~ 
d 

~ i ~ u i t i ~ i i l ~ r i i m n i ~ ~ f i ~ l n m  mziifiunmiun'a"b99"fimyn4 I&abn?ndnaln;lnaod$?wsniwid 

dam idgadadid i5ugw1u56 mdaan%ukada~d6bb~ni2bb8mdaan"buwidQu~h"bdwiddn~ 

em 
A.W. Rchard Sipe. A Secret World: Sexuahty and the Search for Celibacy, New York; BmerIMazel,  

1990; A.W. hchard Sipe, Sex, Pnests and Power: Anatomy of a Grins, London: Cassell, 1995. 
*- 

ti. a?%, 6udwd~m:: r-qwwimm: d7U"&~w'nitlda\wu, b&b, di GG, ~ G M .  



O ~ Y  as? - mndawa~iii~~q~nwdri7~dii~~;1~~7~fi~~~~a~7~~ ( i l v h ~ a a a  R ~ J ~ J $ < ~ L R u ~ ~  
Y Y 

~ d n u % a i ~ m ~ q 5 ~ ~ m ~ f l i a ~ m ~ ~ t n ~ u  rnl il * I Z ~  nm~h~unimd7ud~~~ciliiu~~u~a 

w ~ : a ~ & m u m d  a m m b q 5 d ~ m m d a h ~ n d n a ~ h  
o d  

A.W. kchard Sipe, Sex, Riests and Power: Anatomy of a Cnsls, London: C e l l ,  1995, pp. 187-194. 



ni~riiuv?naniandiaii~~uamu"bu~:6~~a~u:~o~yna~~~ui~~u~?u~~~uduau 

~irmbni-ud~~ud~naiup9uiuia!d-d1 lun3ddiinua.a~Gui1~ubadbwiauAq::di!d~id 
91 d U& n 

~uii~a!d"bvn~uwwiuh~~u~mun~du hhidfidanWaitiungu $mda i s~Su~mka~  

~?uasm~wuyws afi~uiwva~~dndia~~~i~6undia~a1!a"buvSa'~~aAs sex, Priests 

and Power 41 a~sua~i-Mua~nina~ndu3mwi~bai'ba"wi~bfiua~a6a~!d~idvsa"i naunikb 

16 n i s i i m ~ " b f i ~ ~ ~ ~ p 9 ~ f i ! d ~ ~ d 6 a d ~ i ~ a ~ ~ ~ a ~ n m 6 u u p 9 i ~ i a d n a 1 u u 1 ~ ~ u ~ : ~ ~ ~ ~ a a 1 ~ a ~  

fliau<nljn-~i,a~ ~ ~ ~ a u i i ~ i i u ~ ~ ~ : d a ~ i ~ ~ d ~ $ ~ w  uiuiu~'dp1ia~~udsa~i~5uda~d~n 

r i i p 9 u m u i ~ i u m ~ w a 7 d p l a u n i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u i u i u ~ m ~ " ~ ~ p 9 i n u a ~ ~ n u ~ u u a ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ m 1 % u  
% 

d-di Eia~slnaiiiijaadrnn rnnvd~m~a$?mddnn~~u~uda~baa16uq~a~d~::a"i~1~m~ 

qwuaii ~ n n i n ~ ~ ~ m ~ a i ~ d d j s i y u i u i a u i u ~ u I 6 v ~ i u ~ i u ~  ~ymnvirunid wadc~~ 
d d 

a~lun"aaidb~uwaa:au~aJni-aaunis6uu$uiauiuYa~uu~q:~nwinii-ii~daj"uadfiu 

~aiIa"bds"iguau~: aadmnaa~m~aaidriigd~uiiuabaiqu:fiu midEiamwnindidi-:Ti 

nnub~uui d udb~~u~s:~aimr:h~wninddjai yu~uiauiu~aiu~iu~~:~~u!d'b~iv~ab 

iil~ii ifiuiaddri7auIq Lfiuatiid d9 

cmb A.W. Rlchard Slpe, Sex, Pnests and Power: Anatomy of a Crisis, London: Cassell, 1995, pp. 187-189. 





e m d ~ ~ i w ~ n v a ~ n ~ ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ a n ~ u m d ~ v a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " I ~ ~ m  Muanda Shaw, Passionate Enkghtenment 

Women in Tantrjc B u d m m ,  Pnnceton: Pnnceton University Press, 1994. 



Let me tell you something. Human birth is analogous to striking up 

a fire-the father is flint, the mother is stone and the child is the spark. 

Once the spark touches a lamp wick it continues to exist through the 

"secondary support" of the fuel until that is exhausted. Then it fhckers out. 

The lovemaking of the parents is the equivalent of strikmg the spark. Since 

the parents too have "no beginning," in the end they, too, will flicker out 

Everything grows out of empty space from which all forms derive. If one 

lets go the forms then he reaches what is called the "origmal ground." But 

since all sentient beings come from nothingness we can use even the term 

"original ground" only as a temporary tag.QmG 
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of Its Great M a s t e ~ ,  New York: A Plume Book, 1980, pp. 216-217. 
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It is possible that yet another unique quality of man is a capacity of 

genuine, disinterested, true altruism. I hope so, but I am not going to argue 

the case one way or the other, nor to s~eculate over its possible memic 

evolution. Tne point I am malang now is that, even if we look on the dark 

side and assume that individual man is fundamentally selfish, our 

conscious foresight-our capacity to simulate the future in imagination-could 

save us from the worst selfish excesses of the blind replicators. We have at 

least the mental equipment to foster our long-term selfish interests rather 

than merely our short-term selfish interess. We can see the long-term 

benefits of participating in a 'conspiracy of doves,' and we can sit down 

together to discuss ways of making the cons~piracy work. We have the 

power to defy the selfish genes of our birth and, if necessary, the selfish 

memes of our indoctrination. We can even discuss ways of deliberately 

cultivating and nurturing pure, disinterested altruism-something that has 

no place in nature, something that has never existed before the whole 

history of the world. We are built as gene machines and cultured as meme 

machines, but we have the power to turn against our creators. We, alone 

on earth, can rebel against the tyranny of the selfish replicators.am* 
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