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The purpose of this research was to develop a causal model of anxiety. in conducting thesis
of graduate students, Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorh Uniiiersity, based on the stress theory of
Lazarus and Folkman, the expectancy theory of Lawler and Porter, and the literatures involed. The
developed models consisted of seventeen cbserved variables and eight latent variables : social support,
personal factors, stiuational factors', role conflict, self ésteem, satisfaction, stress, and thesis anxiety.
The sample consisted of 258 gruduate students who enrolled during the academic year 1995.t0 1997 in
10 departments and 1 field of Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University and were conducting
thesis in academic year 1998. Mail questionnaires were employed with 73.02 % retumn rate of response.
Descriptive statistics were analyzed through SPSS for Windows version 7.5 and path analysis with
latent variables through LISREL version 8,10

The result indicated thet the best model was the model including variables from two
theories. The model could explain the variance of anxiety about 89.7 percent. Model validation of the
best fitted model provided the chi-square goodness-of-fit test of 114.082 ; p = .0887, GFI = 941 and

‘ le df = 1.201. Variables that have the highesc total effect on thesis anxiety was stress followed by

self esteem, role conclict, personal factors, stiuational factors and satisfaction
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