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new career opportunities, attracting considerably more people to the profession over

the last decade.

In response, many universities have converted their schools of library science into

schools of information and library science or, increasingly, just schools of information.

"Information has always been the i 5§ library studies, but recent technological

developments mean that theréwaf€ now Ves€sfle€ of information beyond what is

_j
contained within the walls 8T TBEses, -ai@mst associate dean of the

University of Michigan's SchieeT ¢ / \\\ davithin the walls of libraries,
\. \~ of Michigan's School of

"said C. Olivia Frost, asg a-

Information in Ann Arbn.

As a result, becoming a degregt an (hese'days jeans taking courses like Implemen-
tation of Distributed Informati 7 sign and Network Management.
"A third of the titles currently on gf"ﬂ » * e Internet; that's up from zero six
years ago,"said Patric a-&lass Schuman. p §8chuman Publishers Inc. in

New York, a supplier of f—; i -T!-';.‘ science schools.
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With their mmﬁu gﬁlﬂﬂﬁmehrm and information

science programs f#fe actually he::Umlr? librarians. Take John Powell After graduating
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manager and?Webmaster for the State Appellaie Defenders Office in Detroit. "The field is
rapidly expanding to include a wide range of career opportunities, "he said. "It's not just

cataloguing books anymore."

Powell's duties include maintaining a World Wide Web site linked to a data base of legal



research as well as conducting Internet training seminars for defense lawyers through-

out the state.

Although there are no comprehensive job placement statistics for graduates of lii:raz}'

and information science schools, aificia) e American Library Association have
noticed a marked increase i, th : nmber sionally trained librarians pursuing
nontraditonal, technologi ally ou 3 ‘ AT and more, we're hearing titles
like cybrarian, informatis Vebmaster, ki vledge navigator and database
manager, "said Elizabeg | \\\\ utive director.
Administrators from top o¢ schools report a similar trend.
"A growing percentage wurk outside traditional library
settings, "said Brooke E. duate School of Library and Infor-
mation Science at the Universi &ﬁ
Y]

WV
She estimated that néazly duating class went on to nontradi
i

tional library jobs like" nfarmamn brokers and network managers, while her counterparts

at the Unwﬁwgﬂ:ﬂ]ﬁ Wﬂﬂ ﬂ?l‘sll}' of Michigan and the

University of Mlinois at Champalg? -Urbana gave numbers of 30 pement and 40 percent.
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traditiondl jobs.

“There is high demand today for people who understand how to find, organize and distri-
bute knowledge, "said Lois Remeikas, who as directtor of knowledge and information
management for Booz Allen & Hamilton, a consulting firm, has watched her department

double in the last two years.



Companies like Monsanto, Ford Motor, Microsoft, Intel and CNA Insurance have begun
to intensively recruit library and information science graduates to fill such positons as
scientific searcher, configuration manager, records management analyst and graphic

multimedia designer.

"Industry has come to realigé thgfcghgp advantage of hiring professionals who not
only know how to find syfiiegic nformaimen quigkly, Bt how to evaluate its validity

and present it coherently, "sfiid § n-' aStabidok, dean of the University of Illinois,

The recent increase ifi-—eb opportunities for libr nd infanmation science specialists
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The trend is even more striking at some individual institutions. For example, the Univer-
sity of Texas has twice as many library and information science students now as it did in
1990. and information science students now as it did in 1990. And applications for
admission to the University of Michigan's School of Information are up 50 percent for

the latest class over the previous year's class.



Also, more men are showing interest in what was once considered a woman's career.
Most library and information sciecne schools report a 10 percent increase in male

students within the last five years.
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