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Role-playing Discussion board Students are assigned a role and
(asynchronous) a scenario that will be played out

asynchronously on the

discussion board. Students log in
within specified time frames (e.g.
one week) and role a problem or

create further analysis and
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discussion.

Students come to the role-play in
assigned roles; a scenario can
be previously posted on a Web
page. Students then interact in
real time within their role
parameters.

Students interact in real time in a
graphic world (mﬁ@ummﬁ
ABNNILEAAS) where they are
either assigned a role or create
their own role to play within the
environment. Frequently the
world will also allow them to
create their own physical
representation (avatar) to move
about the virtual world.

Provide a case study in advance
(via textbook or Web pages) and
ask students to come prepared
to analyze the case during chat.
Post specific case-related
questions to the discussion
board. Students-post a response
to instructor questions. They also
post disagreements, critiques’ or
agreement with other students’
thoughts.

Ask for a written analytical
assignment to be attached to e-

mail and sent to the instructor for



Question-and-

answer sessions

Assignments and

peer critiques
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(synchronous)iinTiwluaan
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review.

Students participate in a
graphical world (like a computer
game) where they interact as a
character within the case the
case and solve problems.
Designate a topic on the
discussion board for Q&A to be
used throughout the class. Or
create a series of subtopics with
frequently asked questions and
answers that lie under the major
topic of FAQs. Or have students
create or update FAQs.

Hold chat office hours posted in
advance as described in a
previous section. Have student
study groups form and meet in
chat to prepare for tests or
assignments. They may work
from a prepared set of question
or generate their own.

Students send attachments to the
instructor via e-mail for grading
and feedback. Students may also
send papers to other students for
electronic editing, comments,
and feedback.

Students post work to the Web
and send the URL to the

instructor and/or other students



Discussion board

(asynchronous)
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for review and critique/grading.
The instructor or student copies
portions of assignments (using

cut and paste functions) for

sharing with the entire class.

Lmdﬁﬂiﬁ@: Table expanded from its first publication in the technology Source (McVay,

1998). Used by permission

Marguerita McVay Lynch. The Online Educator: A guide to creating the virtual classroom.

18-19, 2002.

ATnnrFeunsdeuLLUaaIlal (Methods for online leaming)

Style Description

Use this method

Scanning Glancing at text very quickly to find

a specific item.

Skimming Quickly looking through each

section to get a general idea.

Surface reading Reading everything but not stopping
to think about the information.

Study reading Marking sure you understand the
text fully, often re-reading the
information and deciphering new or

unfamiliar words.

“Find” in page; most browsers
have the ability to search for a
text string in a Web page

Use the “Page down” and
“Page up” keys. If the page
provides sectional or targeted
navigation tools, use those as
well.

Use the “Page down” and
“Page up” keys.

Most students will choose to
print out the page in this case.
Then you have it to mark notes.
There is also note taking
software now available that
allows you to open a pop-up
window to take notes while you
read. Tip: If the page is using

“frames,” first make sure that



63

the cursor is placed in the
frame you wish to print. Then
choose “File” and “Print Frame”
from your browser’s menu.
Maggie Mcvay Lynch. Learning online: a guide to success in the virtual classroom. 50,

2004.
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