CHAPTER IIT

THE INDEFINITE ARTICLE 'A' AND ITS THAT EQUIVALENTS

3,1 Definition

It is generaldy kanown that the indefinite article
a and its variant an i€ placed before a noun to give 1t the

sense of indefinitencsss
3.1.1 Structural Gramnan

Fries, in his book The Structure of English places

a in the same category as the, that is, in function word
Group A because it precedes Class 1 words.
Barbara S’crang/I fornulates a rule /for the indefinite
article as follows:
a + noun singular (c.g. a cake)
She also states ‘that
The Indefinite Article can only be

used with a singular or aseountable

(Cehtiral) noun as! Adddl 71 It Gndilcates

that that noun is being used of.one,

or some (one), or any (one), or a

particular instance of a referent of
that noun.

1Barbara H.M. Strang, op.cit., p. 127.
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Examples:

A pound isn't enough.

A child turned the corner and came

into view,

é;child could do it.

They wexe-talking to a man I know well.

3e1e2 Traonsformational Grammar

Jacobs and Resenbaun treat_g_and an as two different

articles, saying...'' The articles "a" and "an" arc generally

called indefinite articles..w”2

Paul Roberts says. that the plural form of the
indefinite article a is @ which isicalled ' a nondefinite
article.'3 This means that a noun phrase that appears to
consist of one plural noun is made up of ¢ and a noun in

the plural form.
3.1¢3 Traditional | Grammar

Traditionel ‘grasmar deals with the indefinite
article in details. George O. Curme indicates that

".eethe indefinite article_gbor Eg_derives from the

2Jacobs and Rosenbaun, op.cit., p. 85.

3Paul Roberts, op.cits, p. 4.
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(1]
numeral one. 4

P.C. ‘iren says that

A or an is called the Indefinite Ar-
ticle, because it leaves indefinite
the person or thing spoken of; as, 5

a_doctor; that is, any doctor.

Otto Jespersen statea that

A denoteswOncetienber of thewelass or
species congeTneéd, but6it does not
indicate Whigh mgmben.

and

i, as s@id/nobove, denotes an indefinite

nember of afclass. « Therefore, if we

find the indg¢finite article before a

word ordinarily tsScd as a proper nane,
this must have lost its function as

a nere non-denotative label of some
individual (person or thing) and must
have acquired some clasgs-noun quality.

Often such a word is used with, the
indefinite article to déenote a member
of a class, of which the bearer of the
nane is a typical representative.

We frequently find agbefore a family
nane (to) denote (g gerber. ¢f a4 | family.,

In Essentials of English Grammar, Jespersen explains

that

4George O. Curme, op.cit., p. 228.
°P.C. Wren, op.cit., p. 49.

0t to Jespersen, A Modern English Grammar Part VII
Syntax (London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd., 1965), pe 419.

"Tvid., pp. 426-427.
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An (before vowels), a (before con-
sonants) is what is traditionally tcrmed
'the indefinite article'; a better nane
would be 'the article of indetermination'.
It is historically a weakencd form of one.S8

3.2 The Use of the Indefinife Avticle 'a

Otto Jespersen explains the-Use of the indefinite
article as follows:

The indefidige/ article naturally
precedes anfaddective (an old man, etc.).
There arey, hewgver, ‘somc exceptions to
this rule:

How greatga jcrinie, had beécn connitted,
was not disCovered ©ill next day.
However dark a night

We could not do it im so short a time.
He is as diligent a man as ever lived.
Too hard a tagk

A cousin of the artist,-.and in his way
no less remarkablc a nan.

He observes that

The singular with the indefinite article
is used génerically with a substantive in
the singular,. it may begconsidered a
weaker @any:

Anjowldcannot see in the) daytjge.

An ©ak is harder than a becch.

Payl Robveris, pointsiout that

A 'and" an do not ordinarily occur with
nouns like courage, resentment, gladness

80tto Jespersen, Lssentials of English Grammar
(London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd., 1966),p. 174.

9Ibid., p. 178.

0Ipig., p. 213.
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or with nouns like gravel, mush, oxygen.qq

The principal function of the indefinite article is
to denote a = _ T specimen of the class of persons,
animals, or things indicated by the noun.

The indefinite article, as A general rule, is used

before a common noun,.singular-nwiber.

Examples:

This isfagmango.,

Fight ¥ike /a hero.

- Here ig an lelephan®.

a young dog

a very high “temperature
- a never-to-be=forgotten experience

- He is a rich man.

2_bthinking nan

a breken toy

- an, upsebt. stomach

@ quickly-growing nmoverent

From these~exampless, it can.be- seen that, the in-
definite amticle a can precede a noun (as in a mango), a
noun preceded by an adjective (as in a rich man), a noun
preceded by a participle (as in a_ thinking nan; a broken

toy), and a noun preceded by an adverb + an adjective or a

Vpaul Roberts, English Sentences (New York:
Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc., 1962), p. 22.
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participle (as in a quickly-growing movenent).

Besides being used with singular count nouns, the
indefinite article a can be used with such words as alns,
barracks, bellows, gallows, gas works, headquarters, etc.,
which, though plural in form, may bC _singular in meaning.
Abstract nouns do notrusually take a or an.

Exanples:
- Knowledge /can be dangerous without wisdomn.
- Everyhody wants peace.
- Beautyisl skin, deep.

Fron what is stated ‘@abovey it is seen that the
indefinite article a is generally used to precede singular
or countable nouns and usuaily gives the idea of indefinite=-
ness .

C.E. Eckersley states that "...a is uscd before a

word beginning with a consonant sound; an before a word

beginning with lag vowel sound."12
Examﬁles:
= 4 dey 378 A
- a train ~ a European
- & university - a useful book
- an apple - an hour
- an open book - an heir

12¢.E. Eckersley, op.cite, p. 51.
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- an angry child - an honest man
- an honorable act
Willianm Branford points out that
.oe & invariably prccedes a sequencce
beginning with a consonantal sound (:a
large cat), an a sequenté béginning with
a vowel sound (:an cpormous cat); ..."13
Thus, we can ¢onclude that the choice between a and
an is phonetically dcternined.
In the present sStudy, the use of the indefinite
article is classificd &as follows:
1. a used infthe sense of ‘one'
2e
3

4., a wused in generic scnse

used a8 a.speclifying article

{&

used as a non-speeifying article

|»

5. a used in special cascs

3.2.7 A Used in the Sensc of one

. . 44 . . .

Some grammarians state &hat) theindefinite article
a is sonetimes msed in its original nunmerical sense of one.
Examples:

- a foot long (= onc foot long)

13

Willian Branford, op.cit., p. 71.

] 14Otto Jespersen, C.E. Eckersley, George O. Curme,
P.C. Wren, for exanmple.
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- a hundred = one hundred)

- a_thousand = one thousand)

- a shilling = one shilling)

- not a word = not (even) omne
word)

- Not a hair of your head shall be touched.

(=not .ofic Hadirees)
- Rome wés Mot built in a day. (= in one day)
- He emptied fthe_glass at o draught. (= at one

draught)
5¢242 <ﬁ_Used as a Specifying Article

The indefinite article a can indicate a definite

unit. When it is-thus used a means some Oor a certain and

can specify the genitive too.

Exanples:
- We met gg_old nan 6xd our way here.
~ IThereld sfal book! 1ying fon’ the table.
= A lamp is _beside a chair,

~ Al guest is here.

John bought a car before we did.
- There was a man enquiring for you while you

were outb.

_é;friend wanted Ann to go.

- I wonder who would buy_g_house.



53

- To know_g_child is to love hin.

- A squirrel found an acorn.

- A boy knocked at our door.

~ He spoke to

S0 Ldh £

- He lives on a farm.

a job byewhich he can support his family

- a givdwher 1 mct several years ago and who

occasdiondlly wisits me

- a letitery/which Jones dictated and John typed

- I stop'af a fraend's house for tea.

I bought ycgetables at a butcher's shop.

-~ YWe usually have lunch at somcone's home, but

last week we had lunch at a woman's club.

In the casgjof the genitive, a could point out

definitencss with the help of the context:

a friend's house
a butcher's shop

a wonan's club

the
the
the

If there! s no hdlp ‘from ‘the

the sense of indefiniteness, as in

a butcher's shop

a woman's club

house of a certain friend

shop' 0f & certain butcher
¢lub of a certain woman

context, 'a widll give

a shop where a butcher works

a club for women.

3.2.3 A Used as a Non-specifying Article

The indefinite article usually indicates an indefi-

nite unit. The presence of a and an in most cases signals
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that a new character or subject is being introduced into
the discussion. Thus, it can be called the non-specifying
za.::-ticle./l5 The non-specifying article is used to single
out one object, action, or guality from among a number.
Examples:

- Can you give me ,a ruler?

- He wants le buy a car.

- Please pass me g*pencil.

- Will yout Xend:me’ & book?

- Would you/like to have a drink?

- Jane waatg a new skirt.

-~ Her father wanted to buy a cupboard.

- He asks to have a spoon.

- Please call me a boy.
3.2.4 A Used in (Ggneric Sense

The indefinite article a can give more indefinite

sense than it is inf3&2.3. A inothis case is equal to
any, designating-no individual in particular.
Examples:

- A Ghief'is atcoward.

(= Any thief is a coward, )

15’I‘hls term is used by R.A. Close in English as a
Fore%.gn Language (London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd.,
1964
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- A lieutenant is an officer.
(= Any lieutenant is an officer.)
- A cat is not as vigilant as a dog.
(= any cat; any dog)
-~ An albatross is a big sea-bird.
(= any bird of tbhie particular species)

In this case, the indefiniterarticle a plus a common
noun, singular numbey 1s baken as representative of the
whole class. Thus, it has a generalizing force like the
definite article thes” O Both a‘end the in this case are

equivalent to plural mouns with non-definite determiner g.
Examples:
- A horse /is difficult to train.

- The horse is difficult to train.

- Hbrses are difficult to train.

- A-dog is vigilant.

-~ The dog is vigilant.

- 9255 are vigilant.

= A lcat is /mot ‘@s vigilant as-a dog.

= The cat is not as vigilant as the dog.

- Cats are not'as vigilant as dogs.

There are certain simple nouns that are usually used
without an article:
Man is mortal.
Woman is frail.

Man cannot live by bread alone.

18 See pp. 15-16.
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The garden seemed unbouched by the hand of man .

"Men" here means 'human being,' ‘'mankind,' or
*humanity! and never occurs with the definite article.

But we can use this kind of noun with the definite
article in:

The man hunts, while the woman takes care of the home.

The man is responsible fol~defending the home.

The woman gebts the children.in case of divorce.

3.2,5 A Used in Spec€ial Cases

iy

A, A + Proper Noun

(1) Wnéen the /indefinite article a is used with a
proper noun referring to a well-known or famous person, it
will convert the proper noun into a common noun indicating
that the referent is a member of the class of that proper
noun or that the common noun has the same characteristics

ag the proper nouns.
Examples:
~ He'is a regular Hercules.

=~ You are’a Lincoln in accomplishing such a
deed.

Zhat- woman is a Florence Nighiingale.

~ This young girl is a Venus.
(2) When the indefinite article a is used with

a proper noun preceded by a title, a shows uncertainty.
Examples:
- a Mr. Jacobs
- A Mrs. Jones is waiting in your room.
B. A + TUncountable Noun

———

The indefinite article a can be used with a noun
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referring to a substance or abstraction or before an abstract
noun. It either indicates 'a kind of' that substance, or ‘a
certain amount or quantity of' it. When it occurs with a
noun that can be countable or uncountable, its presence
indicates that the noun is countable.

(1) A meaning ‘a certain kind of’

Examples:
~ a good wine = a Certain kind of wine
- a bread = a certain kind of bread
~ a beauty = a certain kind of beauty
(2) A meaning'a certain amount or quantity of!
Examples:

- a rest

- a knowledge

- & desire

(3) A indicating that the noun is countable
When a noun can be used as a countable or uncountable

noun, the presence of a indicates that the noun is countable.
The difference belween the noun occurring with or without
the indefinite ‘articlela €afi/beé Seen in< the following pairs

of sentences:
-~ He ;intends to start -business .soon.
(=\begin commercial activity)

- He intends to start a business soon.
(= open a store) -

-~ She wants to buy paper.
(= sheets used for writing)

- She wants to buy a paper.
(= a newspaper)

- He will start work btomorrow.
(= what a person does to earn his living)
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- He will start a work tomorrow.
(= a piece of literary or musical com-
position)
C. A Used in Certain Expressions

(1) It can follow no less, as, too, quite, many,

and certain adjectives.
Examples: |
- We were rceeived by no less a person than the
Lord Mayer.
- She was @s/ fine a schooner as you will ever
come acnoss.
- You allow %09 short an interval for lunch.
- He seems guite a decent fellow.

- Many a man has gone astray.

- Travelling on however humblesa scale is
expensive in Scotland.

-~ no worse a husband

(2) Et ds gused gwith g/half
Examples:
='Half\ a) Yoaf 4s| bejiber than) zo dreads.
- half an hour

- half é_mile

(3) It is used before singular predicative nounsq:7

17This term is used by Eckersley, op.cit., p.53,
predicative nouns = nouns forming the complement of verbs
such as to be, make, etc.
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and in adjuncts introduced by such, as, and for.

Examples: Predicative nouns

She is a nurse.

- He is a teacher.

- He is an officern. !
Adjuncts

- As g coach he was & great success.

- He wageHanged /flor a-pirate.

-~ He was ssich/ia hero.

(4) It ig also used in the following expressions
with the meaning 'ea€h!'.
- once @ day .- twice a year

- once a week.

-

2,32 The Indefinite Article 'a' and its Thai Equivalents

3.3.1 A Used in the Sense of one

When the indefinite article a is used in the sense

of 'one,' it ¢orresponds to the word nyn in Thai structure.

This word differs from the cardinal nuneral gig in that 1%
is generally pronounced with a mid toneé and cowes after the
classifier. It séems that the word nyn is morphologically
related to the word gig. Its position in relation to the
classifier determines the tone. nyn that precedes the
classifier, like any other cardinal number, indicates
quentity, while njymy that occurs after the classifier

disambiguates the noun phrase regarding grammatical



60

number. nyy in the construction N nyn ¢'® seems to corres-
pond to the cardinal number one in the English construction
one + N. The equivalent of the £nglish noun phrase a + N,

therefore, seems to be N C nyy.

Examples:
- & blouse
nyn sya

= sya tua n&q

- a mosquito-net
nyn thhel

= mun léq n&g
- a key
nyn kungee

= kuncee ddog - nyn

The rule given above does not apply to a noun phrase
that consists of a-and & noun indicating & unit of measure-
ment. According to Vichin Panupong, words that refer to units
of neasurenent are classifiers./‘9 These words generally

follow cardinal numerals.

18Vichin Panupong places gig in this position in the
class of "cardinal" numeral and nyn that occurs after a
classifier in the class of "ordinal" numeral. In this study,
however, nyn is considered a variant of nyn and will be
written nyn with the understanding that 1n the spoken
language nyy that occurs after the classifier is generally
pronounced nyy.

19Vichin Panupong, op.cit.
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Exanples:

two litres

]

- s50q 1id

v )
~ saam pii three years

They also occur with nouns and function as classi-
fiers.
Examples:

- phamman.~€0on  1id

two lifresiof gasoline

weelaad Saan” —pil

]

a periodf ofithreeyears

\

The Thai equivalent for & + Nmea is, therefore, Cmea nyn.

Exanples:

- 2 foot~long
nyn fut Jaaw

= jaaw fat n&g

- a shilling
nyn = chilin

=i{chilin ) dyn

-7 a year
Ao~ . .
nyn o pid

= pii " ‘nyg (Vidkin (Pm\f\\)?o“g considered. pii’ o Litne -word

- a lipre
nyn 1id

= 114 nyny
3.3.2 A Used as a Specifying Article
When the indefinite article a functions as a speci-

fying article, the English noun phrase will correspond to
N C nyn in Thai.
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or

or
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We net an old mnan on
raw phdéb nyg kece phQuchaaj  bon

Jour way here.
khoonraw  thaay thiinii

raw phdb chaajkee/ khon nyn réwdan

thaa mnaa. thiinli

A nan came . to _see you
-~ o 4/ v
nyy _phuuehasj < maa hen khun
. when you - were . oute

khanathii/ khun —pen ?oog

phﬁuchaaj khon n&g maa  haa khun

Xhanathii khun maj 4 juu

mii phluchaaj khon njn naa haa khun
khanathii ‘khun wédj juu

A 1ad wants/ to _see you.

nyn. /suphfabsadtrii t%onkaan hen . khun

suphAabsadtrii khon nyn . tdonkaan phdb

khun

nii® lsiphaabsadtrii ' khen | nyu’ tdonkaan
phdéb . khun.

A . bo knocked at ,our
nyn degphluchaaj khd?' +thii khoograw

door.
pratuu

deg khon nyy maa kh5? ° pratuu baan

raw

mii d&g khon n¥yn maa khd?  pratuu
baan raw
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It should be noted that the classifier and nyy in
this construction cannot be delcted; if they are, the noun
phrase will be ambiguous in terms of number. In the above
- examples, it canbe seen that when the noun phrase a + N
functions as the subject of the sentence, the Inglish

oonstruction has two Thai equivalents.
3.3.3 A Used as a Non-speeifying article

When the indeéfimite article a 1s used as a non-
specifying articie, the /moun phrase a + N in English corres-
ponds to N C nyn id Thai.

In this congtructiony the word g&g can be omitted
without changing the neaning of fThe noun phrase or sentence.
Examples:

- vCag you garei—-ne a ruler?
saamdad khun hAj chan A¥yn mdajbanthdd

= khdo mndajbanthdd chan {Qan nyn }déj maj
an

- Pleage. call mg a boy.
proed ~ riag, chan ,nyy, degphtuchaaj

khon

= chtaj ‘riag™ deg haj~ chan i khon nym }
daiv maj

- Will you lend ne a hook?
cat? khun haj jyym chan nyn nansyy

- khdojyym ninsyy § 1em nim| aaj naj
W

- Bring mg @ Dboftle of soda water.
namma chan nyn khuad khion soodaa néan




= khoo soodaa chan J khudd nyn
1 khuad

3.%.4 A Used in Generic Sense

When the indefinite article a is used in a generic
sense, the noun phrase generic a, + N corresponds to N in
Thai.

Examples:

- A tha i is a coward.
nyn «khamooej 'pen nyn khonkhiikhlaad

I

kham@ojs pen’ khonkhiikhlaad
- A cat is a mannal.
nyn Megw/! pen nyn sad 1lian ltug dbGaj nom
= meew pen sad  1lian ldug ddaj nom
- An albatross is a bgg sea-bird.
nyn “albatrds pen nyn jaj thdlee ndg

= nog- “albatrds pen ndg thdlee khiniad jij

34545 _ﬁ_Used in Special Cases
A, A + Proper Noun
(1) | When_the indefinife article|ajis used to
precede a proper noun that refers toma well-knewn or famous
person, it has no! corresponding formcin Thai, 3'An' English
sentencefthat contains a noun phrase of this type is meta-
phorical. Its Thai equivalent, however, is not a metaphore

but a simile; the construction is Adj + jéankaéb or m&ankéb

* Nbrop. Y
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(2)

with a proper
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This yQung girl 1is a Venus.
nii saaw dégjin pen nYyn wiinds

v . v oL - 20
degsaaw khon nii suaj_ jaapkddb wiinds

That  wonan is a Florence Nightingale.
ndn phiujin pensnyn floréns najtinkeel.

phiujin . khon , ndn dii jaankab floréns

najtinkeecld

He 1e & Hercules.
khaw 4 péd /nyy & hsskhiwlis

khaWw Khégreen | myankdb hookhiwlis

The indefinite amticle g_is somnetimes used

name pueceded by‘a title. This kind of noun

phrase is interpreted differently from that diseussed

under (4) of thigisection. To indicate uncertainty, the

name is generally preceded by khon chyy which means

''a

person whose Name. is «eee

Examples:

- & " Mrs, Jones “is 'waiting in Jyour
nyn naan coons y khooj naj khoonkhun
roon.
hdn

= mii ¥hon chyy misis coons khooj juu
naj hdn khoonkhun

20

The broken line indicates that the unit above

it is added to make the meaning of the sentence clearer.
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A Mr. Jacobs called you up
nyn naaj caakhobs riag khun  khyn

this morning.
nii chaaw

= mii khon chyy, miste caakhdbs thoorésab

maa haa khun mn¥a . chdaw nii

B. A+ Uncountable Noun

(1) VWhen'a méans 'a certain kind of', a corres-
ponds to nyn in Thai,
af+ NS =N C nyn
Examples:

-~ a good wine
\ « iR A, ,?\ Y
nyn dii lew‘anun

~ * S LI
1law?angun jaan dii  chanid nynm

-  bread
nyn khanompan

khinompar, chénid nyny

- la beaut
nyn  khwaamsuag

kiwadmstaj | beé b/ nyny

(2) Jhen a means 'a certain amount or quan-
tity of', it has no corresponding form in Thai. The Thai
equivalent of the noun phrase a + N is N.

Examples:

-—

a rest
nyy kaanphdgphdan
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- Xkaanphdgphdon

- 2 knowledge
nyn  knwaamruu

= khwaamrdu

a dasiie
nyn  khwaamtdopkaan

= khwaamtdopkaan

- é knowledge of maghgmapics is
nyn _lehwaginruu khdon khanidsaad pen

very msefnl=
méag 4 prajood
= khwaanrdu thaap’ khinidsdad mii prajood
m8ag
(3) 1In the case that a is used with nouns that
can occur as countable or uncountable, a+ N =N C nyn.

Examples:

- _a cake
nyn  khég

= khégl ~.”an nyn

2-1 cand
nyn llugkwaad

Tougkwaaas) néd) 0 ayn

il

- R work
nyoy Daan

naan  chin nyn

C. A Used in Certain Expressions
When the indefinite article a is used in expressioné
it has no corresponding form in Thal and the Thai equivalent

of the English noun phrase a+ N is N,
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(1) A wused with asg, too, no_less, etc.

Exsrples:

- She was _as fine _a schooner as
thes pen thiw dii nym rya thaw
you will ever & /come across.
khun ca?  kheaj maa khéam

= man pen rya .thiz dii  thii sid thfi khun
ca? Haathii naj 2iig mAj 4d4j

- You # allow . too short an interval
khun +haj/ méag s8n n¥yn weelaaphig

Jfor . lunehe
samrab Fashagnklasnwan

= khun haj ‘weelaa ndoj paj samrab Taahdan-
klaanwan

- We were Treceived by uo less a
Taw-_pen dajrab —dooj —mij ndoj nyn
person than the Lor@ Mayor.

khen kwaa X naajog théedsamontrii
=_raw _dadjrab . kaant8onridb_ chag thian naajdg
théedsatontrii ' 185 ] ' 'thiidiaw
(2} “d yused) with | hALE
Examples:

- half a loaf
khryn nyn poon

= khanompan Kkhr$y poon

~ half an hour
khrym nyn  chhamoon
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= khryn chiianoon

- half a mile
khryn nyn maaj

)

= khryn mnaaj

(3) A wused with predicative nouns and with as,
such, for. 4
Examples:

- Hg is a.  /teachers
khaw«pena" n¥yn khruu

1]

khaw pen / Khruu

- He ig an’ “efficew.
khaw < pen | nyn naajthahaan

= khaw pen nagjthAhian

-~ He was hanged~ _for a pirate.
khaw, -y Kkhween samrdb n¥yn coonsalaad

= khaw/ thuug Khween kRoo naj thaanid? thii

pen coonsalaad

(4) Aihen ca meansyeach, b ifi corresponds to 147
in Thai.
Examples:

- once a day
nynkhrén nyg wan
= wan 14° khran

-  twice a year
gsoonkhrédn nyn pii

= pii 14” sdopkhran
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- once a Week
nygkhrdy nyy sabdaa

= sabdaa 14° khrdy

It can be seen that even though the indefinite

article a generally corresponds 3 in Thai, there are
many cases in which g occi ‘Engldish but n&g does not

occur in Thai. In such ease e.g. a + predicative noun
‘.‘ b

AULINENINYINS
AN TUNNINGA Y
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