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ABSTRACT

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of /this research study was to investigate the

reasons accounting for the drop-out rate, among Sukhothai Thammathirat

Open University students which concerned with students' backgrounds

and the distance education system of the University.
Procedure

The sample [fox this study consisted |in, onefpercent of the
students who dropped out of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University
courses., These !'drop-outs' were selected ‘by ‘stratified| random
sampling according to their permanent residential location. The total

mumber of students in the sample group who dropped out was 678.

The research instrument for this study was a questionaire
constructed by the researcher and consisted of three parts : the
first part concerned the students backgrounds, the second part was

the students' personal reasons for dropping out, the third part was



the distance education system of the University.

The data were analyzed by computing percentages, means, and

standard deviations.

Research Findings

The findings of the reasons causing students to drop out of
STOU courses may be summarized as follows:

1. Students' Backgrounds

The studentsswho dropped out were 61.21% male and 38.79%

female 39.82% were ingthesage-range of 23-30 years old. Most of them
(69.62%) were married andl 86.58% were government employees. 58.56%
of them has salaries in the range of 3001-5000 baht-month and they
had at least three dependents.” 70.65% of the students who dropped
out had already received a diploma. 64.75% of them stated that the
purpose of their st dy was to obtain ¢ higher gualification {(degree).
51.33% of the students who dropped ou:i stayed at home affter dropping

out and 36.73% enrolled for studies at Teachers' Colleges.

2. The reasons cited for dropping out which related to
students in general were as follows: firstly, readiness to pursue
such a course of studies-they expressed the idea that they felt
ill-prepareditc undcrtake study owing  to the |lack of ladeguate
free time to allocate to their studies; related to this point was
the fact that students were unable to arrange timetables and found
it difficult to organize their studies in consequence. They
generally placed little faith in the distance education system as
they had little or no direct contact with the tutors. Students

were generally of the opinion that it would not be possible to



complete the syllabus, Thirdly, students felt that the distance
between their domiciles and the centres for tutorial sessions and
those places designated as examination centres made effective
communication difficult and that this further affected their

thinking in an adverse way towards continuing the course.

3. Those reasons cited for dropping out which were
attributed to the distance education system of STOU were as follows:
lateness of textbooks and other educational materials which thus
deorived them of a fairsc¢hance of being fully prepared for the
examinations. Students also stated that there were too many
lessons/too much content jtof study and that the degree of difficulty

was beyond their compreéhension.

Recommendations

1. The University administrators should immediately set up
a solution to speedup both the production and sending out of the
University's educational materials. This solution will be charged
with the responsibility of solving the problems of delay in
production andrdespatching these ‘materials to students and, also,
of helping to allleviate the serious difficulties experiences by
studentspwho receive, books ‘and other;educational materials late.
Secondly, "the Vocational and Educational Guidance Service should be
improved and expanded to emphasize attention to student problems
such as the allocation of time for both work and study activities,
course selection and attendance at the short intensive residential
courses/tutorial sessions. Lastly, the frequency of these tutorial/

enrichment sessions should be increased.



2

2. Students should adjust themselves to the distance
education system whereby students study independently and are not
required to enter a conventional classroom. Ordinarily, they are
required to organize for themselves an effective work/study timetable

and to attempt to develop the habits of reading extensively, following

the University's educational y and attending the tutorial
sessions as often as possi {/’
| —

3. Research sh cexrn 1ts vith the circumstances

causing students to ourses as an ongoing

or continuous activi sity's development

plan.
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