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Abgtract

Edible invertebrates from 22 provinces in the central
part of Thailand were collected and studied during November
1979 - October 1982, Species, habitatsy economic utilizations
especially for human consumption were recorded, Specimens
from natural habitats, markets and fishing ports were collected,
photographed, identified and then preperved in 107% |formalin
or 70 % alcohol, They are deposited in the Invertebrate Museun

of the Biology Depaxrtment, Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn

Universityl.

From this study 155 species of 5 phyla and 9 classes,

49 families of.invertebrate. faunas are ‘ediblel

These included one species of coelenterates (Rhogilema

higpidum,jelly fish)and Brachiopoda (Lingula unguis, duckbill

shell fish)



Among 78 species of molluscs, 18 species are gastropods,

47 species are bivalves and 13 species are cephalopods.

Among those 73 species of arthropods, 2 species are
horse - shoe crabs, 2% speecies are marine prawns, 6 species
are fresh - water prawns, 16 species are marine crabs, 1 species
are mole crabs, 5 species are mantis shrimps and 13 species

are insects. Only 2 species of echinoderm (Holothuria scabra,

He. atra) were used foz food,

The Cent¥al part of Thailand is considered the most
fertile part of the eountry. It is highly populated including
mféraﬁed'paople from other parts of the countrys Their ways
of living and their habits .of food consumption are so different.
These edible invertebrates were 50,33 % molluscs, 47.10 %
arthropods, 1.29>% echinoderms 0.64 % brachiopods and 0.64 %
coelenterates. Thése animals are locally supplied and only
a few are bought from near by provinces, Certain invertebrate
faunas of very largesquantities such as cephalopods, marine

prawns, and marine crabs are also ‘exported,
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