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; ABSTRACTA

The purpose of this thesis is torstudyLSchepenhauef’s
concept of suffering with regard to the meaning, the cause, and
the extinction of suffefing. His -eoncept ofesuffering is considered
'te be similar t6 the Buddhist concept, therefore the comparision
.of them will also'be made in this thesis. |

-The result of this'thesis is that the ﬁorld for Sc¢lhiopenhauer
is 4 phenomenal world or the vorld of ideas. ft is compriseé of a
knowing subjectts pereeptlons which are the product of understanding
applied to the data of sense, together with his ratienal 1nterpreta—-
'tions of thefe #uwhich _are the product of reason.— However, the_Reallty

behlnd th;s world is Will. It cannot be found in the realm of

m—a e — p— _— J— ey —

phenomena but within the subject himself. Since an act of will is
Known as a movemerit 6F body, Schopenliatier regards the body as
objectified will. By analogy, he concludes also that the entire

world of ideae'is the obieetification of wi;l in many grades. This
wili is ‘a'biind Striving force whosea eperetienslaﬁe without, ultimate
aim, And this feature of will is-refleeted ie its self-objectification
above all in human life. The hindrance placed between it and

its temporary goal, Schopenhauer calls sufferlng, its attalnment of

3



the goal, on the cther hand, he calls‘satisfaction or happiness.
Since all striving springé from want, satiSfaction is always.merely
the starting point of . a new wish. Unless men want anythlng. they .
will be filied with ennuie, Besides, this w111 is the w111 to
live, so every one desires everything £or himself or at last to
control éverything and‘whatevér'opposes it he would like to destroy.’

Therefore men arxerinvclved in constant suffexring. Liberation from
e e ettt

spfferigg,gg salyationi for Schopenhauer is the denial of the will _
tg live and the means to this end &are the way of aesthetic

contemplation and the way ©f asceticism.

According tc the comparision, we can conclude that in both

-y
. . e 2 TR e .
the teaching ofBudd#iip and Schopenhauer's view life is essentially

sgggeripga\ Thiéfsuffering arises from grgéping or craving
particularly the craving for existence., And the extinction of it
_cén only coﬁe from 'the rélease frem craving., But, the way to
"salvatiocn acéording to each is different.' For-Buddhist Philosophy
 emphasizes'that men can be ‘delivered ffBﬁ“Sﬁffériﬁé*EQh%oiibwzhé o
the Middlg.Wa§ which consists of éight'princiﬁles of practice:
Rigﬁt View} Rigﬁt Mofive, Right Spéech,_Right Action, Right
Livelihood, Right Effert, Right Mlndfulness and nght Concentratlon.
In sum, for Schopenhauer to be ndmed the radlcal pﬁé551mlst
because he confirms thatylife is essenttally suffering and 1ts
inper nature is an endless striving will tc live, that satisfaction
provides only é new wish and the cease of its striVinqvis only the

transition to bordem and that sufféring is beyond our coﬁtrol,



Fd

1s not quite correct., Because Schopenhauer does discuss ways of

-controlling suffering by the use of reason, eﬁen,thougﬁ his way

true salvation,
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