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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this Thesis is the analytical study of the
:concept of truth in the pﬁilosophy ofvTheraVEda Buddhism in order
to know the sources, meaning and details of the truth. These will
accordingly unravel  any problems which arise out of the misunder-
standing that the doctrines in Buddist Philosophy are self-con-

tradictory.

The result of a study reveals that thefé are two categoriés
of truth in Theravﬁdg Buddhism, one is “the truth in the ultimate
sense called Paramattha-sacca and another is the truth inp conventional
level called Sammati-sacca. The ultimate truth or Péramat;haASaCEa'
is the truth-of+things "as they really are. " They are gorporeality
and méﬁtality which are devided into Citta,Cetasika,RUpa and.NibbEna.
bThis category of truth does not base.ﬁpon perceptions or any
determinations of man. Whether there is or is not anybody to knbw

it, this kind of truth still exists as it is for all time. The



conventional truth or Sammati-sacca is the truth that bases on the
determinations of man and thus it is subject to change. To determine
this kind of truth is to build a system of language for both naming
every supposed things and using it as an equipment of communcation.
There are. two kinds of detexmination to berecreated, nameli, namning-
determination and meaning-determination and these two are inter--
dependgnt. This makes language-full of utility. Ultimate truth

" 'stands on itg own essential nature ﬁut to explain it we have to use
a language which is cénventional. Conventiona}.truth.is a deter-

mination of man; Jits essential.nature is a supposed reality which

in turn depends upon the ultimate truth.

So, in Buddhist philésophy there are doctrines that are coherent
with these.two léveis of truth/for practising,namely, Lokuttaradhamma
-and-LokiyadhAmma. Iokuttaradhamma is the teaching for liberation.

One who seeks liberation.must  understand. the ultimate truth and
é_t;i_ctly follow -the Noble Eightfold Path. Lokiyaahm is the teaching
for- éne who Wishes=t0'iiveQa“happy life in human society .in this
world, When we cfitiéaiiyfexamine and understand th%? two levels

-of truth, we will find.that the Buddha's teachings are by no means:
contraaictary, but.are coherent and interdependent. It is as seeing
one and the same thing from different angles. Understanding of these
two truths.leads accordinély to, ascorrect-and Better'understanding

of Buddhism,
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