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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to ascertain the desirable
characteristics of a counselor in coeducational comprehensive
high school students in Thailand Central Region. The subjucts
were 1095 students compriseéd of 534 boys and 561 girls studying
in MeSe 1 = 5 in the following schools: Samsen Wittayalai,
Bangkapi, Suwannavam Wittyakhom, Saraburi Wittayakhom and Pibul
Wittayalai. The questionnaire used as the instrument for this
study was comprised 'of two parts. Five Point rating scale was
presented with each of the seven pairs o6f counselor characteristics
in the.first part. “The second part dealt with the effect of five
student problem situations on the choice of the seven pairs of
counselorcharacteristics presentéd in) the /finst) partas

The five problem areas selected were: (1) Study 'skills~and
habits (2) Family relations (3) Interpersonal relations (&) Self

reference (5) Educational and Vocational problems and planning.



y'|

In order to determine if there existed significant differences
between the choices of students' preferred counselor chaTacferistics,
chi-square test was employed £or data analysis. The results of the

rating scale were reported in terms of .mecans and standard deviations.
Findings?}

A. Some characgeristics of a counseldf were statistically
identified conclusively as followsa (1) To be available at all
time (2) Nondirective' (3) Female (4) Always tidily dressed
(5) Possessed logieal, knowledgeable, efficient and poised
characteristics (6)/Confidentia%ls kept students! records
(7 Mature person whose age .was ‘above thirty.

The priority of the counselor characteristics evaluated by
weighing seven different aspects were affective-cogmitive chara-
teristics, maintaining confidentiali@y; counseling aﬁproach,
availability, agey sex and dressing.

Male and Pemale students tended tolselect a-counselor of
the same sex as they were. Relatively, more female Students
preferred .a counselor who could keep studenfs' records confidentiali-
ty. Statistical significance at .001 level was found "on both of
the aboye remarks. The rests were not significantly different,

Be sProblem situations-generally.effected the students! choice
of counselor characteristiecs

(1) The problem situation of study skills and habits was
definitely concerned about the counselor's age, dressing, affective-~

"cognitive characteristics,availability, and counseling approach



'(p <i,001), Hoﬁever,the students dere'nbt definite in their
preferences about the counselorfs sex and maintailning vOﬁfldG.tlallty,

(2) The‘problem siﬁuatién of family relations was definitely
concerned about all of the presepted counselor's characteristics.
Statistical significance at °OC"Ivlevel was“found on the counselo*'s
séx,iage, maintaining eenfidentiality, dressing, availability and
counseling approach. Relatively.small diffe}once was Found on the
aff ctive- co”nitive ch@racitepisti C°(p <:°O5).

(3) The problendsituation of interpersonal relations was
definitely concerned about all of jthe presented counselox
characteri cs (p <0010 »

(L) The probllem & situation of Sclf rcference was definitely
concerned about all of the presentcd counselor characteristics.
Statistical significance at w001 level was found on the crunselor's
sex, age, malntaining cénfidentiality, avéilability, affcctive~
cognitive characteristicsiand»coun cling anproaéh, delatively small”

difference was fouad on the ccouansclor's dressing (p <.05) «

1

\ 4 . =3 e . . ..
(5) The prablem situatlon of eaucational_and vocational
problems and planning was definitely goncerned about the conunsclor's

age, maintaining conuJL ntiality, availability, aiffective-cogritive

” &
s s . A - .
characteristic¢s and counscling anproach (» <\j001>° However, the
students werem not defind tewlianthetlry preafercnces about sthre
counseloris sex and dressing . .
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