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Thesis Title . Social Studies Teachers® Political Knowledge

and Understanding

Name ' Mr.Kasem Chaychom
Thesis Advisor Assistant Prefessoar, Lawan Wityawudhikul
Department , Secondary Education
Academic . -198Y
ABSTRACT

The purposes of thesis research were Ql) to study the social
studies teacher’s political kmowledge and understanding in the following
aspects : political definition and creed, democrétic government;constitu-
tion, and political party, (2) to compare the political knpwledge and
understanding émong different groups of social sttidies. teachers according
to éex, academic backpground, teaching experience; .and schﬁol_environment
(3) to find out'meuns'of acquiring political knewledge used by the soécial

studies teachers, {4) to gather possible suggestions for the improvement
of producing social Kol . 4 teachers’,

The tggt on, political knowledge. and Understanding with ﬁ relia-
bility of 0.87" was ‘constricted by“ the 'researcher and administered to
the sample of 300 social studies teachers (150 females and 150 ﬁales)
from 60 of both central and provincial schools. The obtained data was
analyzed by means of arithmetic means, standard deviuﬁion, percentage,

2-tegt and one-way analysis of variance,

/



The results of the study were as follows:

1. The social studies £eachers possess good political
knowledge and understanding at a satisfactory level in constitutionj;
at the moderate level in political creed, democratic governmept,
rights and freedom, and political party; at the fair level in poli-
tical definition,

2, There wasgnogssigniflicant difference between male and
female social studies/teachers in both central and provincial schools
in their political knewledge and understanding at the livel of ,05.

3. The political knowledge and understanding of social
studies teachers with different academic backgrounds was not signi-—
ficantly different at the ;05 level. |

4, The politicatl knowledge and understanding of social
studies teachers with different teaching expériences was signifiéantly
different at the .05 level,

5. The social, studies teachers mostly acqufred political

knowledge—and understurding from watching television, but scarcely

from attending in-service training or.panel discussion,
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