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ABSTRACT

>

Objectives

1« To study the opinions of Certificate of “Education Students
goncerning improper worde in newspaperse

2 To study thd critéria the students at this level used
in evaluating their opinions.

3¢ To study the interest in reading,newspapers among

students of both gexes and of various economic. status.

»

Procedure

1« From six newspapers, the researcher,studied and collected
words improperly used.

2e | Rating-scalerquestionnaires were prepared and pre-used
with 40 sezmples who, two weeks later, were given the same questionnaires
to answer, the results of which were used in finding out the reliability
coefficients and in improving the questionnaires.

3 The improved questionnaires were then divided into two
parts : part I being a fill=in form and part II coqprising 2 sube

sections : a rating-scale form and a multiple choice one,



ke The questionnaires were then sent to 200 female students

and 200 male students in six teachers colleges in Bangkok,

5« The data obtainedwere then tallied, tabulated and analysed,
using such basic statistics as percentage and arithmatic means from
the final test of the two groups tested for significant difference by

using Z=teste.

Major Findings

1o The majority of the students thought that words were
improperly used in newspapens where as a very small group of students
believed the contrarye. @A group of students were not sure whether the
use was proper or note OFf ‘the male students, 14.63 % believed that
words were most improperly uscd in newspapers and 38,67 %, that words
were improperly used while, of the female students, 20.23 % believed
that words were most improperly used amnd 49,12 %, that words were

improperly used.

Comparing the opinions of the male and female students in
general,y there were no significant differencese

20 The students used the following criteria in determining
the lmproper use of the words ‘under scrutiny : gramatical inaccuracy,
colloquial’ usagel ‘poor diction, (loan-words or.expréssions from foreign
languagegy ambiguity and redundancy.

%o Regarding the popularity among students, the newspapers
are rated respectively as follows ¢ Thai Rath, Daily News, Siam Rath,
Prachatipathai, Dao Siam, and Baan Muang. The one which was least

popular among students was Prachachat. According to sex, Thai Rath



T

was most highly read by students of both sexes and next in line were
Siam Rath and Daily Newse
L, The interest in reading of the samples considered in

terms of sex and economic status was not much differente.
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