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ABSTRACT

The theory and use of Electronic Data Processing has
developed very rapidly in recent times and shows no sign of
receding, coupled with this is the fact that various business
concerns have initiated the use of coﬁputers to keep financiai
.records and dpcuméqtation in dncreasing numbers and show trend
of increasing evermore in the future. This is because it is
not only large business5 concerns that adopt electronic data
processing systems, medium and small businessrconcerns as well
are able to benefit from clectronic data processing through the
use of small compufer models or the use of computer service centers.
Furthermorey the introduction of advanced electronic data processing
system, such as: on-line, real-time and integrated systems, including
time-sharing system of computergservice centers and the récording
of vapjous data on magnetic| tape or on magnatic diéc, or other
devices-which are not in a visible state, have made it necessary
formauditors to develog new; auditing fechniqgues/ to Keep abreast of
developments in this field. “Since the  various aspects of elec-
tronic data processing systems, such as the nature of data controls,

especially in the area of administrative and procedural controls,

techniques of evaluating internal control, including the method
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of determining audit trail, which differ from non-electronic

data processing systen.

In researching for thig thesis, the writer has made use
of information from available teéxt books, from articles and
opinions of acceuntants in varicus publications, research papers,
documents in audit firms, including personal experiences gained
directly from the auditing of electronic data processing system.
Because this topic Hog hot previously been seriously researched
in Thailand, the data which are incorporated into this paper are
gleaned frow varicus research papers which have been compiled
abroad, including doguments and auditing manuals of Coopers &
Lybrand, where the writer is presently working and ancther firm
of accountants, where the writer used to work, Both are Inter-
national Public Ac¢Ountants who have made use of special auditing

techniques developed by their offices abroad, such as in the

United States of America and England.

At the present time special audit teechniques, such as the
use of test._packs or computer audit programs, are relatively new
to Thailand, However they will gincrease in importance with time
and the auditor will no-longer be able td avoid the necessity
of utilizing the computer in auditing, if the electronic data
Frocessing system ds developed to~the. peint where the auditing
of qertain records ‘cannot ‘be performed by manuall examination.
This approach is now considered unsactisfactory for even the
smallest computer based sys&em. The writer believes that this

thesis will urge the body concerned with-auditing to realize
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the impact of computers on auditing and turn to develop auditing

techniques, and to suggest how the auditor may benefit from the

use of computer in auditing r ‘ than regard it as an obstacle.
- And at the same

those who wish t if-a, ther" ‘_- subject as well.
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