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## 5086611035 : MAJOR THAI CLASSICAL DANCE
KEY WORD : THE THAl CLASSICAL MASKED DRAMA ON STRING,
LUANG RATCHAPHONG

PRAPHATPHONG PHUWATHON : THE THAI CLASSICAL MASKED DRAMA ON STRING OF THE

TROUPE OF LUANG RATCHAPHONG.

THESIS ADVISOR : VILJUTA VUDHABITYA, 139 pp.

The aim of this thesis is to study the history and performance of the Thai classical masked drama on string of the
roupe of Luang Raichaphongphakdi (M.R. Liam Watchariwang) and te analyze the teaching and performing techniques of
the present masked dance by this troupe.

The study found that the Thai classical masked drama on swring of the roupe was initiated by Ratchaphongphakdi
(M.R. Liam Watchariwang) in 1927 (B.E.2470) o follow his ancestor's wish. At frist, performers were selected from Rong
Rien Pren Lung (Pran Lung Scheal), the Department of Performing Ants (or Krom Mahorasop), and a former “Chao Khao"
dance troupe which belenged to his father, His Royal Highness Prince Watchariwang. Khon Raichaphong Troupe had been
a well-known dance troupe natienwide for the techniques used during the masked dancing which was to perform some parts
of the dance on siring.

Lung Ratchaphong Troupe had performed varieties of the Khon (masked dance) including Khon Nah Jor (masked
drama on stage of the shadew play). Khon Chak Roek (masked drama on siring), and Khon Nah Fai (masked drama at the
cremation). At the beginning, there were 2 groups of dancers from Rong Rien Pran Luang and Chao Khao Troupe. Later,
there were only dancers from the Fine Ant Depariment (or Kromsilpakom, the present name) and individuals. The training
was as some as the waining at theCollege of Bramatic Arts. Some dancers also had extra-hours at their dance teachers’
places. The performance was very astonishing because the dancers would be informed which role and scripts te play en the
date of performance. The details of dance preparation were in accordance with the formal masked dance drama at the court,
The masks and costumes were handed down from Chao Khao Troupe, though seme new ones were provided. The Thai
classical ensemble or ‘Pipat” was used during the performance. Many Pipat troupes that had performed for Khon Luang
Ratchaphong were namely Ka-Long, Jong-Kel, Bang-Yai, ctc. Themasked drama of Lung Ratchaphong performed
nationwide for many auspicious ceremonies and misfortunes mainly at temple ground.

After the death of Lung Ratchapheng in 1947 (B.E.2490), M.R.Sac Watchariwang, his younger sister, inherited
the dance troupe until her destination. In 1973 (B.E.2515), many former dancers of Lung Ratchaphong Troupe had been in
service for the Royal Thai Government by werking al the Fine Aris Deparimant. Some who wished to have their own dance
troupes were also found. The Sit Kru Yaad (Lao) Masked Drama Troupe led by Kru Wira Mimuean is onc of them.

This study, thus, provides an insight inte the study, preparation, and performance of masked drama in the past
which would be benefit for those who are in the knowledge of Thai classical dance.

Department @ ......Dance.............oooooiiinns Student’s Signature : [:r*' P}ﬂ'}fhﬂﬁ

Field of Study - ....Thai Dance.........ccconnenies Advisor’s Signature : w"

Academic Year: .. 2008...........cccovirmmmerismsoserans
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