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ABSTRACT

Since prostitution is offen mentioned both in Pali and Sanskrit
Literature, it is the puppose of this thesis to study the development of
prostitution as recorded therein. The data collected and analysed are
from the Rigveda, the Mah@bharabae, the Ramdyana, the éfthgééstra,
the Mrechakatikd, the Kamasttra, the Dafakumbracarita, the Kathfisaritsigara,
the Tripitake, the Ihamapadabthekethsl, and the Jatakatthakathd,

The thesiSVCOnsists of 5 chapters, The first/chapter is the
introdution in whicéh the thesis title and research methods are discussed.'
The second deals with the gencral characteristics of Indian prostitutes,
In the third chapter the prostitute's roles are discussed., The fouwth
chapter dederibes lives of 'distinguishéd prostitutes as recorded in
Senskrit andgPali literature. The conclusion and suggestion are given

in the fifbh.
This reseaerch reveals that prostitution has eéxisbed. din ancient

Indien society #rom the Vedic time, In Pali literaturs certain prostitutes
are highly esteemed as patrons of Buddhism, or kings'favorites, In Sanskrit
literature prostitutes comtribute to the lkings'treasury and there are cases

where they work as spies,
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