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CHANAPA CHOBPICHIAN : REJECTION OF CRIMINAL APPEALS WHICH
ARE NOT ESSENTIAL AS TO WARRANT CONSIDERATION BY THE
SUPREME COURT. ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR APIRAT
PETCHSIRI, Ph.D., 192 pp.

Concept of criminal appeals of Thaile;nd derives from historical process of
submitting petitions to His Majesty the King praying for justice. At the present, parties
in criminal lawsuits are able to appeal as a matter of right and the cases are heard by
three courn levels as guaranteed by Criminal Procedure Code. However, this system
resuited in a severe Supreme Court caseload problem. Therefore, Section 219
Paragraph two of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2550, which
authorizes the Supreme Court to refuse to accept cases for adjudication in the cases
where it considers that the criminal appeals are not essential as to warrant is
consideration, is stated 10 grant the Supreme Court a discretionary power to accept
important cases and resolve the caseload problem.

The resuit obtained from the study shows that the rejection system of criminat
appeals does not affect a change from ‘appeal as of right' to ‘discretionary appeal’
sysiem because parties in criminal Iawsuité still have same right to appeal as stated
in Criminal Procedure Code. However, the system is not an effective tool to decrease
the caseload and it causes negative effects to parties of lawsuits and criminal justice
systemn. Therefore, it is not suitable for screening cases to adjudicate and resolve the
caseload problem in the Supreme Court but it should be altered to ‘discretionary

appeal’ system in order to resolve the problem efficiently.
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ARANY | ARSU | soNAR | ARLASA | AALESA | ARTISURNANTIMN
3 N Tusi VNN 14 1 ANINEN
(AR) (AR) (AR) (AR) SaHaz (AA)
1996 916 6,686 7,602 6,739 88.65 87
1997 863 6,829 7,692 6,759 87.87 90
1998 933 7,150 8,083 7,045 87.16 81
1999 1,038 7,407 8,445 7,369 87.26 92
2000 1,076 7,889 8,965 7,762 86.58 99
2001 1,203 7,973 9,176 8,072 87.97 88
2002 1,104 8,302 9,406 8,388 89.16 91
2003 1,018 7,864 8,882 7,836 88.22 87
2004 1,046 7,542 8,588 w542 87.82 80
2005 1,046 8,562 9,608 8,240 85.76 78
2006 1,368 8,888 10,256 8,923 87.00 77
2007 1,333 8,269 9,602 8,420 87.69 85
2008 1,182 7,784 8,966 7,869 87.76 87
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39
United States Courts, Judicial Business of the U.S. Courts [Online], 10 December 2010. Available from

http://www.uscourts.gov/Statistics/JudicialBusiness.aspx
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A15197 8 dDRA1FesraliFuNA1IUAR (Petitions for Leave to Appeal) VBIANAGIGALN

naFgRaauasd s A.A. 1997 T1v 2009"

1l A15R9 1ai5u A15R9 FUNATUN Fu
sulusd NA1FAUN v abil (A1524) NATD
(A1524) (AN524) (A1524) Saeny
1997 1,848 1,776 1,844 89 4.8
1998 1,831 1,717 1,750 83 4.7
1999 1,770 1,639 1,741 92 53
2000 1,775 1,694 1,772 92 5.2
2001 1,881 1,491 559 98 6.2
2002 2,256 1,937 2,069 86 4.2
2003 1,954 1,966 2,083 91 4.3
2004 2,058 1,692 1,779 111 6.2
2005 1,885 1,780 1,973 88 4.5

40
The lllinois Courts, Annual Report of the lllinois Courts — Statistical Summary 2001, (lllinois: the lllinois Courts,

2001), p. 140. The lllinois Courts, Annual Report of the lllinois Courts — Statistical Summary 2004, (lllinois: the

lllinois Courts, 2001), p. 142. wag The lllinois Courts, Annual Report of the lllinois Courts — Statistical Summary

2009, (lllinois: the lllinois Courts, 2001), p. 142.
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2006 1,920 1,824 1,976 76 4.0
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2009 1,698 1,594 1,776 87 4.9
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a

FIN979Y 9 adRAREIEYLaTA lANAagagAuMaLlW Asus A, 2003 Tis 2008"

ARANaNn | ARsulual | sauAR | ARlESA | ARLasalll
3 (AR) (AR) Vi gl Fasay
(Ap) (AR)
2003 870 2,764 3,634 2,788 76.72
2004 846 2,873 3,719 2,969 79.83
2005 750 2,748 3,498 2,833 80.99
2006 665 2,742 3,407 2,781 81.62
2007 626 2,554 3,180 2,545 80.03
2008 635 2,497 3,132 2,500 79.82

5113199 10 ADAAALWILATAlANANAgIgAUASEY|W Asust A.A. 2003 Dia 2008™

ARANaNn | ARsulual | sauAR | ARlESa | ARlasalll
1l (AB) (AR) Viauain Rl Faaaz
(AR) (AR)
2003 1,971 4,852 6,823 4,774 69.97
2004 2,049 5,056 7,105 5,454 76.76
2005 1,651 5,263 6,914 5,345 77.30
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