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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background and importance of the research problem

history of Thai History. Even if there

. e | . .‘
was a lot of evidence coOMparning 5] ut Thonburi was well-known and

discussed inclusively. Atlg
\\\\\
\\Q\
p\\\\\

i \. \ o difficult to deeply understand for

mic circles but also dispersed to
the public. However Tk essed period because it was
dependent on conventigfal J srs resulting in an image of the
Thonburi Kingdom tha A

continual developmentfrogh (HE Aviighayaand \ g o the Rattanakosin period. The
on

primary factor that conc€alg a5 King Taksin who was praised

as the one of two kings abilitation of the Thai nation but his

background and life's end e atiractive than King Maresuan who

was born as an 'f-f‘“ e

deflected to the King ﬂ rhe

- '“-""”-‘5* Thonburi history was

ac ﬁs history.
M BN B T2 e e

Thailand. His Bibliography is like a drama of Iuckfess hero from bemg half-blood Thai
- R TR AN AN e
becaméla governor and brave soldier in war. He announced his intension to rehabilitate
Ayudhaya and return independence to Siam. From being a common person to step into
the position of the King ended mournfully. He was executed by his closest nobleman
who sel himself up to be a first king of the present dynasly since he was insane. The
luckless hero's life was impressive to scholars and public alike. People still discussed
and doubted about his being insane. Another issue that was highly interesting for the

public was fact that he was not executed (even royal annals specified evidently) but
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could escape with his loyal follower's help. These stories were elaborated as imagination

and used to be a political tool in each era. Because of his impressive and outstanding
bibliography, a lot of King Taksin's stories were produced in historical literature,
documentary even drama, movie and song, both has historical evidence and referring to
spiritual communication. King Taksin became representative of the Thonburi Kingdom

and his prominence hid his kingdom completely.

only in an overall perspgetiVe, ! . 1- . -. mages of the Thonburi kingdom

> ian history, as a result Thonburi

therefore were drought : - -~ oMtast with the previous or next era
history was disregarded #infgrtunately € r ik oyt the establishment, economical
and social conditions, + grdigg to movement of region were not
answered. Even Thamsdok Moonabrichaxpldiaed the cause of the quantity and variety of

; A o e
King Taksin's works originated e

YUV, 2536:57). olgvious

o find answers about Thonburi (WNNHY
ding King Taksin's story rather than

Thonburi Kingdom's ey <
As mentjpned, an attempt dg explain and demonstrated the Thonburi

o n V] LRIV VIS INE ) B on o comontens

understandmggama that was the ligaitation for sttgy and understh}ilng of new aspects.
wer @ PTG bR NTHRI G o s
q

1 Thonburi history was thought to be different from history of other eras.

Referring to Thonburi, unavoidable stories were communities, war and
politic. The image of Thonburi became an image of a troop that was not different from
large guerilla and created war in order to seize power among and within groups. This

idea was a major frame that was mostly used in explanation and understanding
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Thenburi history. It was a very interesting idea because while King Taksin was perceived

as a hero, independence salvager and great king, reversely his kingdom perceived as
community or group that was aggregated loosely only, no constancy and no other views
at all.

The idea of a group or community in Thonburi was initiated by Prince
Krom Phraya Damrong Rachanuphab by mentioning it in Royal writing regarding the
Thai battle Burma (Thai Rop Phamg ' ing Ayudhaya, Siam had a riot and
Ayudhaya's depende 0 edom, a &v&s humble with the large city, the

ruler of a large and powerful Clywanted to b __ 2 royal person and gel a higher position

in . There were 5 groups u i » ast important group in the central
area led by Sin who .. iled at Chantaburi ranging from
Cambeodia to Chonburi ¥ A " ‘f? achanuphab explained that the
Royal Tak group was digdy@r : ’\ \\ g because there was no native
land to support like the R | \\ 0 Viuen Thep Pipit and no domicile
as a power basis like the H .' ornsrithammarat and Royal Phra
Fang. Phraya Tak previous “-'-‘1'-' erful in Siam but set himself up to be

a King after occupying Rayong, resulling of wars including wars with other

4
ation @th& country into groups was

nations. [numqnm ;‘,

The r:&

distinguishable from Trpxﬂm history andﬁas used as a reference for further work.

sootver oo bR P PHMIHT P BHATA oot 100 rame wes 1o

Palitics during He King of Thonbys perid of ngui Eimriwungis, who that explained
B SRS L KA AL T
a leadef or community leader. Announcement of a recovery policy for the Ayudhaya
Kingdom attracted lords and people who had already escaped to participate in his
community. At the same time he had no real power in his hand. War problems
throughout his reign led to several problems including manpower control problems
resulting in the demolition by Phraya Chakri who was a senior lord from Ayudhaya who
collected a group of lords and establish a capital city that was representative of the

Ayudhaya Kingdom
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To view an image of Thonburi it was only a community that had only

political and war among groups. Even when Thonburi fought with other kingdoms it was
never been accepted to be a kingdom. Images of political movement as a Kingdom
such as a continuous trading economy, society and religion from Ayudhaya through
Rattanakosin were not explained as appropriate meaning that Thonburi had a different

status from Ayudhaya and Rattanakosin. Therefore Thonburi's history was eliminated

from other eras as if it was onlya " 'ﬁ‘-.' i r an intervening time that separated two

great kingdoms during a |26l : dhaya and Rattanakosin periods.

Thonburi's history was viewed.giferently compaigd with the history of other eras.
2. To view Thon

d history by analysis from the
context of the current” waogd al occurred with academic work.
Also Thonburi history zed via present politics including
questions regarding righteousfiess in ¢ snement of King Rama | that was used as
a political tool in ea-’-,u on 1o the Chak or several eras. King Taksin was
usually raised w iﬁ T they wa l:'; hakri dynasty. An obvious
example was in the &r 1932¢ g -::rrnﬁon from absolute monarchy to
democracy literature of Pramin Krauthong, “Rebel Prince Mhen, heir of King Tak,

Grandson of ﬂgﬂﬁg 'MW?“%/] ﬂ ‘i

oreover Thonburi jistory was d&ned and expl;@pd via the context of
ww@ WARIRBEEHN NP VE Vg ooy of sover
peaple n history was admired under belief that their motivation came from doing for
their "nation” or may be called as conducting a history frame of an era to explain another

era's history in the form of nationalism history.

3 To view Thonburi history and lack of relationship with regional history
As mentioned, Thonburi history seems no continuity with Ayudhaya and

Rattnakosin. Thonburi was impersonal and not mentioned that it was a kingdom that was
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established after the collapse of Ayudhaya or laid the foundation for Rattanakosin. It is a

fact that 15 years of Thonburi was an important period, carried on progress in society
and economy that were interrupted in the late Ayudhaya because of war was
disregarded as well as the strong and progressive economy of Rattanakosin.

Besides continuity with Ayudhaya and Rattanakosin history was

disregarded, Thonburi was explained that nothing related to regional changes. Actually

Thonburi originated as an i \

evidence of western pegplésand < that mentioned an importance of

of the Siam state. HoweVes historidal, work jtten that it was isolated and

eliminated from the aspect for relationship with

neighboring countries @Xceapt #o ’ =specially the commercial aspect,
-r,, ‘I \\\

Thonburi deemed to be @b sulets of being eliminated from

ﬂld-l
O e0toiy y. \ N s and next eras were because

regional history andlack
Thonburi's politics had no novessen -ar ogress. Three idea frames as mentioned
became limitations in studyifG fanding Thonburi history and progress.
Actually there were-geveral aspects that § seagehed to discover the kingdom
that was disrega f‘*—_&i

y 2

15 yearsy of Thonburi was the period that was changed and developed

—_— Thﬂ%y@w@;q@w@q Y TR

Phraya River d took a short tirge to rep!ace&yudhaya in svrat areas. To study
uccuﬁnﬁaﬁ Mﬂwﬁ EH sw;aé%-nwy ﬁ]:lau&] only 15 years of
Thunbu‘i because the separation of 15 years of Thonburi is separation by dynasty or
politics. In order to understand replacement of Ayudhaya and the transmission of strong
fundamentals to Rattanakosin it is needed to look back factors that originated changes
including supportive factors that recovered Thonburi from a war-torn society into a
consistent kingdom in economic and government. Common factors of all three
kingdoms were the existence economy and trade that dispersed from Southern China

starting from the early eighteenth century that the Chinese emperor relieved safety and
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sea frade law. In the year 1727 regarded as an important year because the emperor of

China rescinded the command of sea trade prohibition and encouraged Chinese to
trade that led to an economic boom in Southeast Asia.

Furthermore laws that support immigration of Chinese to several poris
were issued periodically. Trade current that the Chinese brought to Southeast Asia was

dispersed exclusively and highly influenced the trading economy of several cities in 18"

From the neey .;hcnbun still had new aspects that
should be studied.This thesiEJeeuses, wcying the origin and development of the

progress of trade from China in

i "1_\ "1?"
| \,\
Southeast Asia. ‘\

1.2 PREVIOUS S
As me = ’ works that try to both directly

\
un several aspects that can be

and indirectlly explain %2 i

separated to 3 groups:
1. Questmns

This Iltarature purposes to ldantll‘y the morality of the Chakri dynasty in

subversion :ﬁﬂu‘ﬁ Q%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁm @angkok and to question

about the mnﬂny of the enthmnﬁment of Phraya Chakri or Pnnce Prabudhayodfah
R RATINTAIIRIINHAR 2 v e
executiin of King Taksin, and the displacement of Thonburi's royal family in
Rattanakosin. Literature was fantasy that used spiritual communication and foretelling

and academic. Both lead to questions about morality of the enthronement of the Chakri

Dynasty.

“Who killed King of Thonburi" is an historical short story authored by

royal major general Luang Vichitvatakarn, and was first published in the “Ploenchit
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weekly" by the Ploenchit printing press, series “Vichit Literature” around 1937 stated

new historical evidence regarding the regicide of King Taksin in the late Thonburi era.(
MANTARTIIMNNS, 2543) Whether he was actually executed or not at the Vichaiprasit
fortress, at the entrance of Bangkok Yai canal on 5" April 1782 as recorded in the royal
annals or escaped to another place by switching with his relatives name Mun who was

similar appearance to him and was executed instead. Real King Taksin passed away 3

years later due to ambush

Luang Vichi H“ - source of this short story at the
beginning of story that o al working as a librarian at the National
library where they kep *- n of King Thonburi. Mysterious
events at the library cz yatchman of library. He therefore
guarded himself in orclg light he got the inspiration from
mystery then wrote a s 1 ing according to hearsay of that
mystery. His work beca ' \- of such novel of fantasy so far.
Works as mentioned were & a i =Rl entary that referred from the real story
and had same plot as “Who kil 8t Luang Vichitvatakarn such as "beyond

condition person?” of Supa

"Eeyng condition”

Sirimahanon by using SigBapnkum as a pegname in 1953 while being imprisoned for 60

N T O TEE LT VY

1953 but it was?’nnl published during her EXISfEI"IE until 2002 5 authored this story

@ PRI R T ARG o

Supathé': (To Soontornhit) father of Chinda Sirimanon that recorded incidents in the late

d
an hi%icm novel, authored by Supa

reign of King Taksin that conflicted with recorded history in the royal annals but
conformed to hearsay in the locality around Nakornsrithammarat, It stated that King
Taksin was not executed and killed by Prince Chao Phraya Maha Kasalsuk but
embarked a junk to live at the Kao Kunpanom temple, at Nakornsrithammarat. Some
parts of the book referred to the short story “who kil King Thonburi® of Luang
Vichitvatakarn, published in 1937.



There were a lot of such works such as "King Taksin passed away at
Nakorn city” (WAus nsemianufia, 2547), “who kill King Taksin?" (2370 nila@ad, 2540),
“secret son of King Taksin" (ni§7@i fMEAIATIN, 2509) and “fate of King Taksin ..... Not
be executed”.(1&n wgin, 2551)

The volume of s\ ik was still published periodically meant

that the topic of the moralityal ‘was still questionable but academic
work there has not been MAER, Tieir of King Tak, Grandson of King
Rama |I" deems to be a da | with paolitical questions regarding
the morality of the Chg ddent starting from King Taksin's
reign to King Bhuddhalg ity of Prince Menh, royal son of
King Taksin and his 1 B of Chao Phaya Chakri (King
BhuddhayodfahchulalBk). JAftgF the Tho elgn was overthrown, a lot of the royal
family and loyal lords wére @xecw e, onl pung '@r lower positioned royal family were
left. However after King Rama ,'r Ssed a & Royal family were wipe out once again

because of politics

Pra l;:—l." analyze different issue from
former knowledge bUBE alse BoU 'I'fn Taksin and politics to explain

the morality of the Chakq-%\asty and the cgnsequences to the Thonburi's royal family.

AULINYNTNEINT

Systematically Bhalysis of the structyre of the Kin gdom Thonburi
ARANN I umqwma t
The most systematically analysis work about the structure of Thonburi is
Thai Politics during the King of Thonburi period of Nidhi Eiawsriwongse. It states that this
work creates ideas for studying Thonburi history for historians in further eras. Nidhi's
work analyzes the politics of the Thonburi era systematically by demonstrating internal
weakness and failure of the Ayudhaya kingdom including a shortage of soldiers from

several cities leading to the collapse of the kingdom, attempts to centralize power and
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the forces of King Taksin in order to break through the Burma army from Ayudhaya

created him to be King, attacking several eastern city communities.

Nidhi explained that the government was autonomous. Announcements
of policy of recovery of the Ayudhaya kingdom attracted aged lords and people who
escaped the Burma army back to participate in Thonburi. Several community leaders

created themselves to be king when Ayudhaya broke and were suppressed including

decentralization of power to other -1- ’ ,/, jcligidentified that actually, King Taksin had
no power over several cities' ‘-“f_,_ i g peGplSanthe community to govern.
War with Butia=turther effecied 10 the herd and manpower control

policy, King Taksin's adimifisie® 45 \a commitmityrather than an Ayudhaya royal

palace, failure to cgaffo 2vaged lords descending from

Ayudhaya lords resultegfths 4 ‘. ﬁ\\ \ ggregate power and replaced

him. Midhi Eiawsriwong cntu:uzed evidence exclusively,

i ‘\
carefully and systematicail§ h-,ww ,.

on@mical s < o] "'1.,' ound as well. It may state that Thai

ainly discuss political issues.

However, he identified e

i

[abedais = %
politics in the King Thonbun erass-a siudy
LA

ole kingdom not King Taksin only.

s
3 Related or dveTiaping Works Bfiat have not explained.
The eigh!gﬂh century is.)he period that several historians were

erested in Bhde MR IHY FNBFRFI e cranges of chin.

Relieve of tradé'and sea travel laws,by the Chsnese emperor resvd in rapid progress
o oGBS TR BT FHP G Gperen e
that dire.q:tly affected to several ports in Southeast Asia. This incident created interest as
a result many writing such as the writing of Anthony Reid, Ng Chin Keong and Wang
Gungwu. These writings explained the economical, social and political movement in the
Southeast Asian region that related to changes in China. Works of these historians was
widely accepted. Simultaneously the Thonburi, the kingdom that originated and
developed in the mention period, was influenced from dispersed trading and was well-

known port was not attentive as appropriate.
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1.3 DATA SOURCES

The Thonburi period so far has adequate information but it was partly
used to support main idea frame as mentioned. There were actually other useful and

interesting information but they were utilized in order to discover new dimensions and

aspects of Thonburi history. The fallowing are some of the selected historical sources

that used in this thesis.

Among Sfical sB rc@_at were popular and referred to

several times were the CheniCje’ \\\
iclg Sforic . 00 facls and events ranged in

l e —Fyp t\\\\ wenght is given for historically
‘? ’\:‘ g the recording of events that

occurred, seen from the I I \ 1\ s is in contrast to a narrative or

history, which sets sele€leg gning A il Interpretive context and excludes
those the author does not §

There were se L g the Thonburi period but the most
well known versian al Chronicle of the Thonburi

period, the PanChan ; yal G J ronicle of the Thonburi period,

i
Somdej Prabaromracha ‘h aee (King Taksinwersion,

AULINENINYINT

The collection 8 the Thonburi Rnyai, Decrees

ARIAINITUNRIINGIA Y

The Royal Decree or Mai Rub Sung means the royal order from the king to the

officials regard to the ceremonies. The collection of the Thonburi Royal Decrees was the
historical source that had important details that cannot be retrieved from other
evidences because it was a governmental document in Thonburi and not many
remained at the present. The collection of the Thonburi Royal Decrees detailed several
royal ceremonies, appointment of important lords, specified the number of military

forces and spent money in several royal ceremonies. These details reflected economical
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conditions of Thonburi about labour and income. From the command identified the

greatness of several ceremonies from the early reign that conflicted with the transmitted

image of poverty and war.

A letter of Pipatkosa lo East India Dufch Company

Company (1769) was a document from

the Thonburi Royal Palace tosi > Ciw@ompany (V.O.C) in 1769 in the name
of Phra Pipatkosa to the"HIFEEtEE of (i E%mtch Company persuading the

company to return and estaBlsP G irage statien W, Thonburi and requesting to buy
firearms via a Chinese g CominuRigation, andhtransportation. This record was
evidence showing trade Ation=between eStern countries and Thonburi via

Chinese merchants from
This thesis is separated (&

Chapter 1 : Introduction

'

Pﬁn-::il-:’re. objectives, Iﬁo osis .J
v o WA IIE W 1)
o R AR H PN o o

several Areas especially economy and trading in order to present a context of China in
each period and the policy of the royal palace also caused changes. The second part
analyzed Southern China in politics, economy and trading, dominant ports in southern
china to China trade in 18" — 19" century by emphasizing Amoy city that was

established from extensive trade flow and highly dominant to private trade.

Chapter 3: The expansion of Chinese commerce in Southeast Asia
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The first part analyzed the economy and trade between China and Southeast Asia by
emphasizing junk trading of several groups of Chinese merchants. The greatest success
period of trading between China and this region was The Chinese Century as Anthony
Reid called it. It was between 18" — 19" century leading immigration to settle down in

several areas of Southeast Asia. Fluuﬁshing economy resulted in establishment of new,

consistent and strong towns and \1 .' ; / second part analyzed the current China

trade that extended to Ayudhay a resull.aleBnge of royal palace policy in order to

support and encourage TTadiig-wi ~of western countries until it was

r\\\\

Wwas 1 honburi merged itself to be a part of

interrupted because of B
Chapter 4 : The emergegle g

The establishment of ThogBugie th ﬂ Wile e led by King Taksin who was
of Chinese race. Primary'h:
a trade network instead of Ayt i policies of King Taksin influenced the
economy and Chinesg immigranis werehi ant inthe progress of Thonburi that

was fundamental to e Y |

Iy ]

Chapter 5 : The economy during the Thonbuyi,Period

AULINININYINT

Economic Anaﬂ'sm focused of the: Thonburi penud espamalwevanuas expense,

oG G TVERU AT B e

govern ment. Including legislation to control economic growth. This chapter also analyze

the continunity of Siam from the late Ayudhaya period to the early Bangkok.

Chapter 6 : Conclusion
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1.4 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

1.) To examine the Chinese trading dynamism in Southeast Asia during the 18" century
2.) To analyze the emergence and development of the Thonburi Kingdom in the context
of the Chinese era in Southeast Asia

3.) To examine the role of Chinese migrants in causing the emergence and development

of Thonburi

1.5 METHODOLOGY

The methodo 3B, 0 w. storical approach. Various
: ‘-\\ d on the political, economic

and social develop ] ai and ?\\1\\ , the data mainly is based on

1.6 HYPOTHESES

The last impek : pd travel had been revoked in

1727, led to the ec St = s onburi Kingdom emerged
I rl
and gained much of K ‘ economic strength from her prox ity to a booming China. The

:::LZﬂ;ﬁﬁﬁﬂ&tﬁWﬁ a
ARARINTUAMINYAY

" The Chinese era” in this thesis was based on the term * Chinese century” of

Anthony Reid, which has been used to characterize Southeast Asia between circa 1740
—1840. In this thesis, “The Chinese era" could be explained as the era that Southeast

Asia was influenced by economic growth in China. Chinese immigrants played a key



role in the economic prosperity of Southeast Asia which caused the tremendous

expansion of Southeast Asian commerce in the eighteenth century.

AULINENINYINS
ARIAATAUNINGIAY
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CHAPTER Il

CHINA DURING THE FOURTHEENTH-EIGHTTEENTH CENTURIES

To understand the expansion of economic boom in China, It is necessary

For sOme 1368 to 1644 is one of the

great eras of orderlyfova yman history (Fairbank, 1979:

177). And often regagded@sfbotha high poiht ih Chinese civilization as well as a
dynasty in which early signs . he dynasty that last longer than
two hundred years was foufided i ng{1328-1398), the peasant.
The Mongolieel % (1271-1368) ruled before the

eslablishment of thEsd —institOnalized ethnic discrimination

AY )

against Han ':"," at oD f"r-l;'- other explanations for the

i I
Yuan's demise include ‘weﬂaxing areas hard-hit by inflation, and massive flooding of

the Yellow Rlﬂm Ej AW Eﬁmu r)Em i ?jects (Gascoigne, 2003:
150). Consequeptly, agriculture and the economy were |r:rslamb]es and rebellion broke
oul a ¥ ¢ nﬂmﬂ U on repairing the
dykmﬁmmmgmgn in Hu iﬁtﬂegiun, northwest

of Nanking. He was a penniless peasant and Buddhist monk who joined the Red
Turbans in 1352, but soon gained a reputation after marrying the foster daughter of a
rebel commander (Ebrey, 1990: 190-191). In 1356, Zhu's rebel force crossed the
Yangtze and caplured the city of Nanking, a strategic base close to the key economic
area of the Yangtze delta. Zhu Yuanzhang cemented his power in the south by

eliminating his arch rival and rebel leader "Chen Youliang" in the Battle of Lake Poyang
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in 1363.The last Yuan emperor fled north to Shangdu. In 1368, he seized Peking but

continued to use Nanking as the capital of the Ming Dynasty. Zhu declared the founding
of the Ming Dynasty which means "Brilliant” and named himself “Hongwu" (Vast military
power), the first emperor of Ming dynasty.

2.1.1 Administration

e geffort to rebuild state infrastructure.

Nanking had been built up ByHURG-WU as ‘ ial capital, with a city wall sixty feet
high and over twenty mil the longeSLEY Wall in the world. However, in the
reign of Yung-lo in 1421 i eking and leaving Nanking as

Bpit inn figures for each era in the
Ming Dynasty. Timothy | i ~- J government census figures are
dubious since fiscal obl gny families to underreport the number of
people in their households anti_fhasn officials to underreport the number of
households in their jurisdigtion-{Brook, nildren were often underreported,
l"}p statistics throughout the

n@nd Reischauer, 1979: 27-28).

especially female ¢ y

Ming. Even adult wm‘ﬁ‘l

The government attemptgd&: revise the ceqsys figures using estimates of the expected

average numtﬂ %%}Qn'ﬂciwl}@w&}ﬂ ﬂlﬁnt solve the widespread

problem of tax T%IS[I’EIIGI‘\

QT ARG e oos
howeverl this number dropped significantly when the government found that some 3
million people were missing from the tax census of 1391 (Fairbank and Reischauer,
1979: 267). Even though underreporting figures was made a capital crime in 1381, the
need for survival pushed many to abandon the tax registration and wander from their
region, where Hongwu had attempted to impose rigid immobility on the populace. The
government tried to mitigate this by creating their own conservative estimate of

60,545,812 people in 1393.
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According to the gazetteers of Ming China, Brook estimates that the

overall population under the Chenghua Emperor (r. 1464-1487) was roughly 75 million,
despite mid-Ming census figures hovering around 62 million. While prefectures across
the empire in the mid-Ming period were reporting either a drop in or stagnant population
size, local gazetteers reported massive amounts of incoming vagrant workers with not

enough good cultivated land for them to till, so that many would become drifters,

conmen, or wood-cutters that cohir

1979: 94-96). Hongzhi emperdE and

those who had fled their ROMEJdeaion, Wwhile W& JIalINg Emperor (1521-1567) finally had

7’ deforestation (Fairbank and Reischauer,

-

Deror lessened the penalties against -

officials register migrantssWhar®wer thay had ¢ fled in order to bring in more
revenues (Fairbank ang € |

Even wi @idrination of Viajin mperor, in attempt to document
migrant workers and merg @ fhe government census still did not
accurately reflect the“engfimglis, gy ‘_ phlatien. Gazetteers across the empire
noted this and made thilt Al esikAvasl th&%Fail population in the Ming, some
guessing that the population : ipled, or even grown fivefold since 1368.
Fairbank estipatesithat the poplia grhaps 160 million in the late Ming

Dynasty (Fairbank. gvfirook estimates 175 million.

However, a great epﬁmic C ug%‘ue northwest in 1641 ravaged
the densely populated greas along the Grgnd Canal; a gazetteer in northern Zhejiang

noted more tl‘ﬂ I'%t&l ’J woﬂew tﬁtw@é}ﬂ@ of the local populace in

one area was tﬂad by 1642.

ammmm UANINYA Y

2.1.2 Foreign Relations

In the year of his triumph, Hongwu emperor dispatched envoys to all
tributary states informing them the change of dynasty and summoning their rulers to
acknowledge the new Son of Heaven. The immediate purpose behind sending imperial

messengers with news of the accession of the first Ming emperor was to sort out quickly
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which countries wanted close relations with China and which did not, which were

dependent and friendly and which were potentially hostile. (Wang, 2003: 52)

Tribute relations involved not only the performance of the “Kowtow"
(three kneeling and nine prostrations), but also many other aspects of interstate relations
: the exchange of envoys and conduct of diplomatic relations, repatriation and

extradition of persons, regulation of Sino-foreign trade, and special Chinese efforts at

self-defense through intimidatingy\ ,{1.‘} J. foy subsidizing foreign tribes and rulers
(Fairbank and Reischauer, &

5. In‘st fitting of foreign potentates into a
hierarchy of superior and NfEf0k-and the expfESSIon of this in ritual observances, was

merely an extension to thgset n" social order which the ruler of

\‘\\X as given an official patent of
N

ere to be dated by the Chinese

China sought to maintzi
appointment and a seal 4@
ruler's year period. \- ernal interest in the orderly
government of the tribUtarg €, & : [; \ ession of new rulers, sometimes
offering a military protectionfagainst-atiat / ally conferring the boon of trade with
China, and in any case sending !r : ies and exhortations.
John K. Fairbank

\ 7

e

“This \ﬁ 8

was a defensiye expression of cyturalism: foreign rules, if

ﬂwﬂ SRS TH B -

accep s term and acknowledge the unwersaF suprerna

AR TR Hﬂgﬁ d

Qvalue. Tribute formalities were the price to be paid.”

ind of relation that

Y]
alisﬁ Rather, it

It soon became clear that the first Ming emperor was less interested in
ritual submission to the Son of Heaven than in a formal acknowledgement of his new
dynasty. He concentrated his effort on a relatively small sphere of influence and
consistently tried to restrict the number if tribute mission by adhering to the classical

ideal of one mission every three years for neighboring countries and one mission every
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generation of the rest. He encouraged attention to three aspects of such relations, first,

to pay respect for the Son of Heaven. On two other aspects of foreign relations, he laid
down explicil policies thal countries overseas were nol to be attacked and tribute
relations were not to be undertaken for profit and were not to be conflated with private

maritime trade. (Fairbank and Reischauer, 1979: 52)

nitiatives to seek his neighbors'

The first Min 1‘“’/

acknowledgement of his legitiiie zasted with his desire to limit severely all
_.J

foreign contacts. The li BEEd wére jwnmian terms, but the practical

reasons were more imporiant J amperorbelieved in tight centralized control over

all matter pertaining tg ‘\* his empire. While his main

’ ,\\ 1 ess anxious to control all foreign

l' would not break the law and

concern was the security
trade so as to ensure
order of his realm; thefefay * \ \ 2lations with foreign rulers and
the ban on private com 20 03 5 concluded that

ading aboard

P — Tt e &

5
AR B TG W G v e o

reformations. F8¢ example, his ram?(al of the capltal in 1421 from Nanklng to Peking,

v @ VTP PICHEI TV PRI Gl oo o

Howevef, the most remarkable incident was “The Maritime Expeditions” or “The Ming

J secret,

Voyage" led by Admiral Zheng He. The Ming Voyages have attracted considerable
schnlarly interest, as much for their unexploiled potential as for their importance for the
history of Chinese foreign relations and diplomacy.

Between 1405 and 1433, the Ming government sponsored a series of
seven naval expeditions. Zheng He was placed as the admiral in control of the huge

fleet and armed forces that undertook these expeditions.
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Zheng He was born in 1371 in modern-day Yunnan Province, which was at that time the

last stronghold of the Yuan Dynasty in its struggle with the victorious Ming Dynasty. Like
most Hui people, Zheng He was a Muslim. His religion, later, was well fitted to deal with
the Islamic rulers of South Asia.

Zheng He's first voyage in 1405 - 1407, comprised 317 ships, 62 of them

so-called “treasure shipvs".'l The first fleet carried 27,870 men, including officers,

soldiers, seamen, interpreters, mec . y various artisans skilled in boat repair
and maintenance, and n 18TOUS | u:nalséaf everything from rationing stores
and purchasing supplies, 10 ual and k g meticulous accounts of the treasure,

gifts and trade goods. A , / \_\\‘:\ \ command of the grand admiral
Zheng He. The fleet y / & 2 i

as Cochin and Calicut on the
Malibar coast of southg ;\ \ months awaiting a change in the
monsoon winds before 1€ rgtugh vo , 'I“ 3: 84).

again went to Calicut, tho theatrird visited Srilanka. The fourth voyage, from

The next WO & 1407-1409 and 1409-1411, Both

1413 to 1415, went beyn ‘—,‘% e, as far as Hormuz at the mouth of the
Persian Gulf. It comprise hinensThe fifth expedition of 1417-
1419 sailed even 5-"4 er, down the F’j ar as Malindi, just north of
shi@ and men on this or the sixth
expedition (1421 - 142} which reachedgAden and Somali ports of Mogadishu and

— a.ﬂewgg; W RIYIT LI B ec o e pors ot

including the ndaman and Nicgbar Islandsgnd Bengal. 'Hw; furthest of these

s @I BRI AT Vbbb o verin

court.Tlae sixth expedition was the last dispatched by the Yongle emperor, After a break

Mombasa. No racnr@um es

of ten years, during which there was steady retraction of Chinese sea power and

presence overseas. Then, in 1430, the Xuande emperor, perhaps in emulation of

&
Treasure ship is the name of a type of ship that the Ming admiral Zheng

He sailed in.
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Yongle, ordered Zheng He, at the age of 59, to undertake one last voyage. Zheng He,

on his seven voyages, successfully relocated large numbers of Chinese Muslims to
Malacca, Palembang, Surabaya and other places and Malacca became the center of
Islamic learning and also a large international Islamic trade center of the southern

seas.This lasted from 1431 to 1433. Zheng He died in 1435 ( Staurt-Fox, 2003: 84-85).

The reason thg, ful e\ f gfor launch these naval expeditions to

Southeast Asia and India :;u-.':;‘_“‘“ anEither west to Arabia and East Africa

had never been cleared " WaRGGungwh sugGeSIEd that it was related to his usurpation

and his desire for universale gitstation 3. 66).
The enggfic ”/ i \ § scontinued after the death of

Zheng He. His death ctors which brought the

ing\fa

missions to an end. Ho 'i' ly stimulated commerce of

other countries, especic ,\ ple, these missions were probably
responsible for the introdUciibn ofdian pefper plants to northern Sumatra, as well as
the rapid growth in Southeast r"' St pepps Huction for the China market that

-

followed (Reid, 1993; 12 i/ Ay

Y Y]

9 2

y e moment muskge singled out for the

ﬁ IR 3

nmmerce " the firsl.state tradlng mission under th

A NIRRT TRUNA TR ﬂ d

candidate”

In 1479, the vice president of the Ministry of War burned the court
records documenting Zheng He's voyages; it was one of many events signaling China's
shift to an inward foreign policy (Fairbank and Reischauer, 1979: 138). Shipbuilding laws

were implemented that restricted vessels to a small size; the concurrent decline of the
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Ming navy allowed the growth of piracy along China's coasts. Japanese pirates or

“wokou” and smugglers began staging raids on Chinese ships and coastal communities
at the end of the fourteenth and the beginning of the fifteen century, although much of
the piracy was carried out by native Chinese.

Instead of mounting a counterattack, Ming authorities chose to shut

down coastal facilities and starve the pirates out. All foreign trade was to be conducted

by the state under the guise of ssions (Reid, 1993: 139). These policies

ch ertacica® gric:t ban on private maritime activity

t in ﬁﬁ?mma ban on trading with Japan
Ve Chi g in Japan could not return to

, // \\\\

7/ NN

In this gerigtl £ * \
carried out EXCILISWE? = z Az lela i[‘ de

and trade with Batavia g \

Japanese were only alldwey e ery [en years and were allowed to bring a

were known as the “hai jin"laws,
until the laws' formal aboliShg
remained in force. Thisg
China, nor could JapageSe China.

verseas lrade with Japan was
A\ ith Manila exclusively at Fuzhou,
brey, 1996: 211). Even then the

maximum of three hundred ", these laws encouraged many Chinese

g |China and Japan occurred

merchants to engagg in widéspread illeg: ling.

=,_-_¢..-I_--A— e
during the rule of ‘hﬁrea

was going to conquer Ghina. In two campgigns that are known collectively as the Imjin

IR EYEH TP CTHTEEX N—

the war, whlchq‘.ras fought almost egtlreb; in Koreaand the surrow}nng waters, but with

R R ALY T o e

to Jap . However, the victory came at an enormous cost to the Ming government's

ey@i. who in 1592 announced he

treasury: some 26,000,000 ounces of silver.
2.1.3 Economy and trade

2.1.3.1 Self-sufficient agriculture
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Hongwu revived the agricultural sector to create self-sufficient

communities that would not rely on commerce, which he assumed would remain only in
urban areas. Yet the surplus created from this revival encouraged rural farmers to make
profits by first selling their goods at thoroughfares; by the mid Ming era they began
selling their goods in regional urban markets (Brook, 1998: 65-66, 112-113). As the

countryside and urban areas became more connected through commerce, households

in rural areas began taking on tradlitional specializations, such as production of
silk and cotton textiles.

conservative ConfucianS™Rat IS mela we fabric holding together the

nine pcountry rustics accepting every

was a growing concern amongst

communal social order
manner of urban life and

The rurajdfarfied Was-net the o dsial group affected by growing
enced the landholding gentry
that traditionally proddCed#sc olarreff : e vice. The scholar-officials were
traditionally held as frug@l iggividdads Wi ke el themselves from arrogance in the
wealth garnered from a prestig i 2al2af 8, were known even to walk from their
- ed (Brook, 1993: 144-145). By the
time of the '.f’m idse to be hauled around in
e raﬁh homes in affluent urban

country homes into_the

luxurious sedan chﬁ
neighborhoods instead g( living in the ccurgDrside By the late Ming era, gaining weaith

oo v G AP G e o
AMIANIUUNIINYAY

2.1.3.2 Trade

Trade between North and South China was stimulated by the growth of
Peking and the canal system. Trade on the Yangtze and in the South China also
increased. Specialized handicraft production grew up for this enlarging market and
even some larger-scale manufacturing. At Ching-te-chen the imperial kilns produced

great quantities of porcelain for the palace and also for upper-class use and even
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export. This porcelain was a truly superior product in the eyes of Europeans. Soochow

became a national center of trade, finance, and processing industries, particularly the
weaving and dyeing of silk. The nearby Sungkian region, inland from Shanghai, became
a late Ming center for cotton cloth production, using raw cotton from other provinces
both north and south, and sending its product back for sale there. Canton iron pans

were exported widely throughout China, oversea, and Central Asia. (Fairbank and

Reischauer, 1979: 205) - ’,/
i &d to the setting up in the sixteenth
J
: gwajor centers, especially Peking.

P
afiicials “agd, merchants who came from a

This domeslie
century of numerous re
These bodies were ¢
common region- a pro City- so as to have a convenient
center of contact and

(Fairbank and Reischaueg |

ace, pre-eminently at the capital.
g dynasty went quite well, the

maritime trade was in the o ioned before, The Ming court believed

that foreign trade supposed ! tem. The Yuan policy of encouraging
maritime trade did not ap 2 Ming dynasty. Private trade was
uncontrolled and E SIeTTINGIeT I}"g of the court. This, in view,
had given rise to ther e c@stal frontiers that he inherited
with his throne.

L e STTEYE Mepp—

travel led him tﬂlenmumge public L;ade for the pr&stlga and ather benefits this had for
v PRI I TR Y romons vr
restricté® and to the central government where Confucian officialdom was quite
unprepared to commit public funds for such a trade unless it was come in appropriate
ways (Wang, 2003: 34).

The Ming founder wanted to control all trade officially by placing it under
the revised ftributary system; the imperial view emphasized the symbolic
acknowledgement of China's cosmological centrality and the legitimacy of the Ming

founder's succession to the authority of the great dynasties of China.
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However, China's maritime trade developed steadily in the late Ming

outside the framework of the tributary system. It appears that, despites Chinese banned
on private trade, shipping across the South China Sea continued to grow in the fifteenth
century. This was possible first because of Ming official enforcement of the ban was
weak between 1457 and the 1520s, so that merchants junks sailed annually in this
period from South Fukian to the Nanyang. Secondly, the system of official tribute

: , call forth by the expansive initiatives of
i

Missions Troseuthes ‘*"-B uth Asia became fewer, while

voyages was al its peak in th fifl
the first three Ming emperorsy{R

Chinese merchants whg je-numerous. In short, foreign trade
was no longer brough mediaries, like the Arabs, but was
now carried by Chinesg o h Chinese products and on their
return with foreign wareg'eglegeasily infpthe ‘sire: ‘\ of China's coast wise junk traffic.

The government did™littig tg enci i \ \ and sometimes banned it, but it

continued to grow. By the 1 nasty, the private trade was predominantly
Chinese and far out weighed alue the official exchange of goods in

tribute and gifts.
Y

:
P DY) Py oceeso s s

crisis develop8dl that was centered on a sudden wndespread Iack of the empire's chief
e T B AN Y e
Kingdofn of England staged frequent raids and acts of piracy against the Cathollc-
based empires of Spain and Portugal in order to weaken their global economic power
(Spence, 1999: 19). Meanwhile, Philip IV of Spain (r. 1621-1665) began cracking down
on illegal smuggling of silver from Mexico and Peru across the Pacific towards China, in
favor of shipping American-mined silver directly from Spain to Manila. In 1639, the new
Tokugawa regime of Japan shut down most of its foreign trade with European powers,

causing a halt of yet another source of silver coming into China. However, the greatest



26
stunt to the flow of silver came from the Americas, while Japanese silver still came into

China in limited amounts. Some scholars even assert that the price of silver rose in the
17th century due to a falling demand for goods, not declining silver stocks (Spence,
1999: 28).

These events occurring at roughly the same time caused a dramalic

spike in the value of silver and made paying taxes nearly impossible for most provinces.

People began hoarding precious Silve rg was progressively less of it, forcing the
ratio of the value of coppémd silver ir &P decline (Spence, 1999: 29). In the
1630s, a string of one thOWEERA Copper cuiw an ounce of silver; by 1640 this
was reduced to the valug . 3.it was worth roughly one-third of
an ounce. For peasantz#fh £ /ah ecbnomic. disa &, since they paid taxes in silver
while conducting local copp&r coins.

imines became common in

\\

northern China because ojingsyal dry-ar 1 N that shortened the growing

In this ea

season; these were effe AQET £00 4i al event' now known as the Little Ice Age
(Spence, 1999: 29). Famine, a 4" icle tae ases, widespread military desertions, a

declining relief system, andnattraFdisaste ooding and inability of the

government to pm ;, Fmanage Imgaton-ana Hoot mjects caused widespread
loss of life and normal givility: G %tawed of resources and could

do very little to mltngate yne effects of these &5Iamrtles Making matters worse, a

widespread ﬁ%lﬁiw %ﬁ %qgﬂ ﬁa'nan killing a large

number of peo

2 YRAATRLHNING i oo
their taxes, and no longer in fear of the frequently defeated Chinese army, began to form
into huge bands of rebels. The Chinese military, caught between fruitless efforts to
defeat the Manchu raiders from the north and huge peasant revolts in the provinces,
essentially fell apart. Unpaid and unfed, the army was defeated by Li Zicheng, who
seized the capital without much of a fight. Li's forces were allowed into the city when the
gates were treacherously opened from within. On May 26, 1644, Beijing fell to a rebel

army led by Li Zicheng; during the turmoil, the last Ming emperor hanged himself on a
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tree in the imperial garden oulside the Forbidden City. Li Zicheng's army was later

defeated by the Manchu.

Despite the loss of Beijing and the death of the emperor, Ming power
was by no means totally destroyed. Nanking, Fujian, Guangdong, Shanxi, and Yunnan
were all strongholds of Ming resistance. However, there were several pretenders for the

Ming throne, and their forces were divided. Each bastion of resistance was individually

2.2 China under the Qi

2.2.1

The Dyn | '_,-,'; fedingt by he"Han who form the majority of the
Chinese population, but t today an ethnic minarity of China. The
Manchus are descended from-Jureher & ic. people who lived around the region
now comprising th Fﬁ__u_—:ffd i the Chinese provinces of
Heilongjiang and Jilin.

A reman-:?me tribal leader named Nurhaci (r. 1616-1626), starting with

just a small mﬁ Hﬂg}%ﬁm WMﬂ@ tribes. During the Imjin

War he offered ¥ lead his tribes in s‘yppart of the M1ng and Joseon army This offer was
s 0 ML N 1 S
Recogniging the weakness of Ming authority north of their border, he took control over all
of the other unrelated tribes surrounding his homeland. In 1610 he broke relations with
the Ming court; in 1618 he demanded the Ming pay tribute to him to redress the seven
grievances which he documented and sent to the Ming court. This was effectively a
declaration of war as the Ming were not about to pay money to a former tributary.
Relocating his court from Jianzhou to Liaodong, provided Nurhaci a

bigger power base in terms of labors and material resources; geographically, it also
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brought him in close contact with the Mongol domains on the plains of Mongolia.

Although by this time the once-united Mongol nation under Genghis Khan had long
fragmented into individual and at times hostile tribes, these disunited tribes still
presented a serious security threat to the Ming borders. Nurhaci's policy towards the
Mongols was to seek their friendship and cooperation, thus securing the Jurchens'

western front from a potential enemy. Furthermore, the Mongols proved a useful ally in

Murachi concentrated af waltighty’ fis-awn' peuple 5. greatest achievement was lo

develop new administ anner"* system, which came

into being gradually afte hundred warriors were grouped at
first under four banners, ‘ -a\v were later added. Under these
eight banners all the tribesrgén a transition was made from tribal
to bureaucratic organization. Aticth aciuding their caplured Chinese slaves or
bondservants, were ,9- ive banners, taxes, and mobilized

through them as aé Jmiifi lf'@ of hereditary chieftains,

the banners soon haﬁppﬂ

new state conquered n'aﬂy peoples andgained adherents, eight Chinese and eight

Mongols banﬂsunﬁlaé}%g ‘nﬁw E}'ﬂrﬂ ‘jay 1644, there were 278

Manchu cumpﬂles 120 Mongol, apd 165 Chinese, makmg an a of 169,000, with the

w5 G HY DAL HRENGE) 20 7

CTEI‘% to keep their accounts. As the

! The banners differed from the Ming garrisons in that banner men were
allotted land scallered in diverse places and intermixed with holdings of nonbannermen.
The banners thus were not attached to one place, even though they had their own lands

and got sustenance from them.
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typical example of Nurhaci's many initiatives that eventually became official Qing

government policy.

Some of Nurhaci's other important contributions was to develop a writing
system for administrative purposes. He had his interpreter write Jurchen words in a
modified Mongolian alphabet to which diacritical marks were later added beside the

letters. The "Mencius" was soon available in written Manchu (Fairbank and Reischauer,

1979: 214). Thus the new writing) \ Wle a rapid borrowing of the Confucian
ideology of the state. -_— ’.//

Under thé"BAlTAREcom ndwnghuan (1584-1630), the Ming

was able to fight off the M natablyin 1626 at the Battle of Ningyuan,
and in 1628. Under Yug // scurely fortified the Shanhai pass,
thus blocking the Manc ck Beijing. Using knowledge of
European firearms thal hg 1is cook, Yuan was able to stave
off Nurhaci's advance§ a ¢ and Reischauer, 1979: 124).
Although he was named Ticll maftial"of i, the fortheastern forces in 1628, he was
executed in 1630 on trumped ding with the Manchus as they staged

their raids. Succeeding ger iminate_ the Manchu threat.
Y]

Yo
Unablﬂu ac 0 IreEy. the Manchu instead bided
their time, developing ﬂplrn own artillery arEi’gathenng allies. They were able to enlist

Ming gwemﬁt%ﬁ?%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁq%m A large part of the

Ming Army deséhed to the Manchu .banner In 1632 they had cnnquered much of Inner

s LY S 61 BT Y s e e

banner and the securing of an additional route into the Ming heartland.

In 1616, Nurhachi took the title of emperor of the Later Chin, as though to
continue the Chin dynasty of 1122-1234. Nurhaci's unbroken series of military
successes came to an end in January 1626 when he was dealt his first major military
defeat by general Yuan Chonghuan while laying siege to the Ming city of Ningyuan. He

died a few months later, and was succeeded by his eighth son Hung Taiji who emerged
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after a short political struggle amongst other potential contenders as the new Khan.

Although he was an experienced general and the commander of two Banners at the
time of his succession, Hung Taiji's reign did not start well on the military front. The
Jurchens suffered yet another defeat in 1627 at the hands of Yuan Chonghuan. As
before, this defeat was the resull of the superior firepower of the Ming forces' newly

acquired Portuguese cannons. To redress the technological and numerical disparity,

Hung Taiji, in 1634, created his aw ’ s from amongst his existing Han troops
who cast their own cannon q iih with the help of captured Chinese
artisans. In 1635 the Ma golfs ww incorporated into a separate
Banner hierarchy under d ‘dgommand. Mena. Taiji, then proceeded in 1636 to

6 *a , without a designated heir.
Because Jurchens hﬂ trad 2 :ﬁ through a council of nobles,
The Qing state did nmfhava in place a E}aar succession system until the reign of

oo ol 14943 YA PR A o o s

son Hooge and ¥ ung Taiji's agnate E;alf brother Dargan In the ensumg political impasse
oo RPN S Y om0
five-yeaRold son, Fulin was installed as Emperor Shunzhi, with Dorgon as regent and de
facto leader of the Manchu nation. The Manchus' nemesis the Ming Dynasty was fighting
for its own survival against a long peasant rebellion and was unable to capitalize on the
Qing court's political uncertainty over the succession dispute and installation of a minor
as Emperor. The Ming Dynasty's internal crisis came to a head in April 1644, when the
capital at modern day Beijing was sacked by a coalition of rebel forces led by Li

Zicheng, a minor Ming official turned leader of the peasant revolt. The last Ming,
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Emperor Chongzhen committed suicide when the city fell, marking the official end of the

dynasty.

After easily taking Beijing, Li Zicheng led a coalition of rebel forces
numbering 200,000 to confront Wu Sangui, the general commanding the Ming garrison

at Shanhaiguan, a pivotal pass of the Great Wall of China located fifty miles northeast of

Ming capital. Wu, caught betw i rebél Wice his size and a foreign enemy he
he Manchus with whom he was
familiar, and made an aljj _ gon, tc v rebels. Some sources suggested

\

concubine “Chen Yuaafuafl' £ 4l “the=hands\ ol 8, rebels when the capital fell,

\.\ alliance between Wu and his

rgatment of his family and his

Regardless of the actug
former sworn enemy was \ 2 of avenging the death of Emperor
Chongzhen. Together, the o fa ies met and defeated Li Zicheng's rebel
forces in battle on May 27, 16¢ I'f's forces, the Manchus captured Beijing
on June 6, where EmperonShutizhi was ir he "San of Heaven® on October 30.
By building up ‘, itary and l;‘j e early Manchu rulers had

made themselves Ieaﬂlg conte { £ PB@Q-

The Manehus, who had pgsitioned themselves as political heir to the

un oo LRI VYRR P ot it

holding a fun'nal funeral for Empergr Chungzhen However, the Qrgcess of conquering

re U AP Y BRI G o

: The motivation for Wu's actions, apart from obvious self-preservation,
was never fully explained. Most primary sources including the Ming and Qing official
court histories are understandably biased against a person who turned "traitor” to both

parties.
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rebels. It also involved huge loss of life, including the infamous Yangzhou massacre of

1645, when a ten-day rampage by troops in the city with the permission of Prince Dodo
resulted in an estimated 800,000 deaths. The last Ming pretender, Prince Gui, sought
refuge with the King of Burma, a vassal of the Ming Dynasty, but was turned over to a
Qing expeditionary army commanded by Wu, who had him brought back to Yunnan

province and executed in early 1662.

A Chin from a Qing Dynasty encyclopedia
published in 1726.The firsl & :- 2 Yy reign were dominated by the regent
prince Dorgon, who, b - urity within the Manchu power
structure, followed Hug '~. power under his own control in
the name of the Empergfaldhg akpense ol othe & d1ng Manchu princes, many of
whom eventually were dérmgles u'# efione pretext or another. Although
the period of his regericy 0N, c? ast a long shadow over the Qing

Dynasty. Firstly the Manciilis were abledle entér "China Proper" only because of

Lt

Dorgon's timely decision to aCeaa ¥ jUi's appeal for military assistance. After
=/ :".H".uif '

capturing Beijing ingtea 2 rgbels had done before them,

Dorgon insisted .-T";""'""" &€ pn making it as the capital of
the Qing dynasty, an%rge y
capital in Beijing may seem.a straightforwaggd move in hindsight, but it was then an act of

eoovaton ofehbd BA3H) &) BTN AT ever “onrter 15

immediate pre”ecessur‘s capital. Keeping the Ming capital aq:il bureaucracy intact

o R BTN AAN W71 e s

cnnquet However, not all of Dorgon's policies were equally popular or easily

NG O cia@n their posts. Setting the Qing

implemented.

On December 31, 1650, Dorgon suddenly died during a hunting
expedition, marking the official start of the Shunzhi Emperor's personal rule. However,
because the Emperor was only twelve years old at that time, most decisions were made

on his behalf by his mother, the Empress Dowager Xiaozhuang, who turned out to be a
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skilled political operator. Although Dorgon's support had been essential to Shunzhi's

ascent, Dorgon had through the years centralised so much power in his hands as to
become a direct threat to the throne, so much so that upon his death he was
extraordinarily bestowed the posthumous title of Emperor Yi, the only instance in Qing
history in which a Manchu "prince of the blood" was so honored. However two months

into Shunzhi's personal rule Dorgon was nol only stripped of his titles, but his corpse

was disinterred and mutilated 1o\ along multiple “crimes"—one of which was
persecuting to death Shunzhi's agnale el Hooge. More importantly Dorgon's
symbolic fall from grace 3lS0 Sianalled a policE L:-u: ge of his family and associates at
court thus reverting powe ) "‘\ gf-the Emperor. However, from a
promising start, Shunzi FER i \\‘\ arly death in 1661 at the age of
twenty-four from smallpgk. & & ds -: \ lhird son Xuanye, who reigned as
the Kangxi Emperor, .

iasty, the Ming loyalists, and the
Three Feudataories

BE Fm

,* =t O > * eng, and the last emperor
Chongzhen hanged ﬂns %’IQUI. Manchurian armies easily

defeated the rebels arril took the city. Th ews of the Chongzheng emperor's suicide

was met mtﬂu‘lﬂeﬂq %H wW@ﬁ]rﬂuﬁmw 1644 (Struve, 1998:

641). The hrghﬂst officials in Nanku;g soon met tcr deliberate about how to face the crisis
on) VNGRS TR e i o
time, nfany of them thought that it was too early to proclaim a new emperor, but most
agreed that an imperial figure was necessary to rally loyalist support for the Ming in the
south. In early June 1644, the court decided that the caretaker government would be
centered around Zhu Yousong, Prince of Fu, who was next in line for succession after
the dead emperor's sons. When he arrived in the vicinity of Nanking (he had come from
his princedom in Henan), the Prince could count on the military and political support of

Ma Shiying and Shi Kefa. On June 5 the Prince entered the city, the next day he
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accepted the title of "Protector of the State® and on June 7 he moved into the imperial

palace, where he received the insignia of his new office (Wakeman, 1985: 345).
Prodded by some court officials, the Prince of Fu immediately started to consider
becoming Emperor.

Fearing confrontation with Ma Shiying and other supporters of the Prince,

Shi Kefa convinced reluctant members of the court to accept the enthronement. The

Prince of Fu was officially crowne#l as on June 19, 1644, under the protection
rlier with a large war fleet. It was
decided that the next lunar YEatwa ve theulliist Vear of the Hongguang reign.

The Hongatapd vt iprocia --:* its goal was "to ally with the
ion with the Qing military forces in
.

order to annihilate y Li Zicheng and Zhang

Xianzhong.Because 3 ; . mar of the current emperor, he
started to monopolise \ Dy reviving the functions of the
remaining eunuchs. This ptions and illegal dealings. Moreover,

¥, 7 1
Ma engaged in intense paolit l|t“I""= i kefa, who had been a staunch

LI A LI
follower of the Dong Mefits =
In ;".,— 5 Ciargyd, ' ..F ® now served as governor of
HOpS t%rds Nanking with the purpose

of "clearing corrupt nfﬁqfa from the empgre r's court.” Seeing that this threat targeted

him, Ma Shl'r‘iﬁ %Tm % E %WJIH l}lﬂc@ at the hand of the Great

Qing; we will ndf die at the hand of Zuo Liangyu.” 2 By then, the Qing army had begun to

o A T DI b v v

Ma Shlﬂlng nonetheless ordered Shi Kefa to direct his riverine troops against Zuo

Wuchang for the Hunﬁuan 20

Liangyu.

This displacement of troops facilitated the Qing capture of Yangzhou
{(which led to the Yangzhou massacre) and the death of Shi Kefa in May 1645, and led
almost directly to the annihilation of the Hongguang regime. After the Qing armies
crossed the Yangzi River near Zhenjiang on June 1, the Hongguang Emperor fled
Manking. Qing armies led by Manchu Prince Dodo immediately moved toward Nanking,
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which surrendered without a fight on June 8, 1645 (Wakeman, 1985: 578). A detachment

of the Qing soldiers then, captured the fleeing emperor on June 15, and he was brought
back to Nanking on June 18. The fallen Hongguang emperor was later transported to
Beijing, where he died the following year (Struve, 1998: 644).

After Nanking fell to the Manchu armies, the Hongguang Emperor was

captured, and another Ming Prince declared himself the Longwu Emperor (Mote and
' established his court in Fuzhou, which
was controlled by Zheng Zhilor » : : it was with the support of their

military resources and the nallial defences Of FUKian that the emperor was able to

The Lo for's- uzhou was destined to be brief,
g als e 0K, ¢ a counter-offensive against the
#_ AN

( nasty. When, in the September of
1646, the Qing armi ol {hiaug ;] detely defended mountain passes into
Fujian, Zheng Zhilong r S, and the luckless emperor faced
them alone. His forces were ‘r.-r Wele > was captured and executed without

delay.

“' at
ﬁwa %ﬁ%‘;’%ﬁ}ﬂ?ﬁgﬁlal powers in south and

southwest Chirfld in exchange for their vital assistance in quellmg the loyalist opposition

oo ARV § R IREIABires ot e

Qing in the 1670s when the Manchus attempted to check their power.

For three decades afier the capture of peking, Wu Sangui helped install
the Manchu dynasty while gaing great power for himself. He built up his own satrapy in
Yunnan and Kweichow, developed his own monopaolies, and yet milked the central Qing
treasury to support his armies. Two other satrapies were built up by Liaotung Chinese
generals in Canton and Fukien. For many years South China was remained under the

Ming loyalists. When Wu rebelled
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Geng Jingzhong, and Shang Kexi.

In 1655, the Qing government granted Wu Sangui, a man to whom they were
indebted for the conquest of China, both civil and military authority over the province of
Yunnan. In 1662, after the execution of Zhu Youlang, the last Ming claimant to the
throne, Wu was given jurisdiction also over Guizhou. In the next decade he consolidated

his power and by 1670 his inﬂueuce had spread to include much of Hunan, Sichuan,

Gansu and even Shaanxi. Two gther ' / )l defected military leaders also developed

)

similar powers: Shang Kexi'in.Gu: Is a gLafGeGE ng Jingzhong in Fukian. They ruled

their “feudatories” as theif W Gemains ana-iie Qing court had virtually no control over

the provinces in the soutbsf P// \\\\
By 167 ﬂ/ Ldetermined that the feudatories

\\\ submltted a memorial

were a threat to the Manghu
requesting permission to#Btig '5' \i\

] e year a similar request arrived

from Wu Sangui, designediic ‘ org. Langxi went against the majority

s

view in the Council of Prificeg andi ‘u&.': s ar d aCcepted the request, asking them
: (dei s i
1o leave their large fiefs to resetiiein Manch he Revolt of the Three Feudatories

ST A 2 .
(also known as the San-fa ary INn-1678, r her apd declared himself the
emperor of a new 1*," ..:'J u. He made his capital at

Hengzhou Iﬂ

0

The last four years of the wap 5aw a steady series of Qing victories. Wu

a0 RSB VIS VYRR commtesi

Yunnan in Decal'lber 1681. Zheng Jing was cie!’egied near Amoy JUEBE-, and forced to

ol ERPRTHE DLIAVIAM R nran

slicing dhd his head displayed in public. Many who surrendered in good faith in the

belief that they would receive amnesty from the throne were likewise executed.

2.2.4 The Zheng Family of Fukien

Koxinga or Zheng Chenggong was a son of Zheng Zhilong, the maritime

adventurer of the southern China. Zheng Zhilong came from the small village in Ch'uan-
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chou prefecture. He had taken to the sea to seek his fortune through trade and piracy

(Mg, 1983: 49). Zheng zhilong studied business under his uncle in Macau at the age of
18. He later worked for Li Dan, a Chinese businessman in Nagasaki, Japan, where
Zheng married Tagawa Malsu, a local woman. In 1622, when Dutch forces took over the
Pescadores archipelago off the Taiwan Strait, Lee Dan sent Zheng Zhilong to

Pescadores to work with the Dutch as a translator. The Dutch, wishing to control and

llaborated with Chinese pirates; Zheng
Zhilong was one of the collabarators. e bberies along coastal China. After
Lee died, Zheng Zhilong"8EGUIEED his Tl W‘tﬁza. He harassed for many
years the maritime districise® ' . 1983: 49). Zheng's son, Zheng
Chenggong, was born i @ year, due to the feudal nature of
Japan during the Edo g rpnse to Taiwan. He built ten
outposts in the island's een Tainan and Chiayi, but
was evicted shortly after win the Dutch arfived 2 iStand.

Zheng o] ; 1627, defeated the government
troops and took possessior m" = {TEE ar ame Zheng Zhilong's commercial and

2T
sTated-; -' arGe irate fleet over 800 ships along the

recruiting base, where he.c
coast from Japan 'ﬂm_;i der to the Ming authorities
and enjoyed official 35. He EC h@sa Imperial family as "Admiral
of the Coastal Seas" ‘Zheng Zhilong's ﬂantlme enterprise became even more

s o RIS PR GBI R § o rro i

had solely contfdlied Fukienese marigme power and trade.

VG B ST PY) B e o
commaritier-in-chief of the Imperial forces and was ordered to defend the newly
established capital in Fuzhou under the Prince of Tang.He defeated the Dutch and
pirates, a combined force of more than 100,000. The spoils of this victory made him
fabulously wealthy. He bought up a large amount of land, as much as 60% of Fukian,

and became a very powerful landlord.
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The Qing sent envoys to Zheng Zhilong, offering to make him the

governor of both Fukian and Guangdong if he would surrender to them. To the apparent
chagrin of his son and brothers, he agreed and handed himself over to the Qing forces
in Fuzhou on November 21, 1646. Zheng Zhilong decided to defect to the Manchus
leaving the passes of Zhejiang unguarded, allowing Manchu forces to capture Fuzhou.

As a result of the Manchu victory, Zheng Zhilong was greatly rewarded and retired very

wealthy.

| or Koxinga and his various uncles
as the inheritors of Zheng Bie organization. Koxinga rebelled against
his father's decision to , _ Bs.anl ilen. Koxinga began his resistance

Ifilo be a talented leader, and in

\\

" ome because he was able to

his cause. His initial financial
difficulty in supporting
inherit his father's large e enormous merchant fleets
returning from Japan and SButhe ich iad not yel been captured by the
Manchus (Ng, 1983 50). dperiority of his naval forces to launch
amphibious raids on Manghi GEcUpiecy terf kian,.and even managed to take

Tong'an in Quanzhal Uy H* strength to hold it.

In spilﬁ-f th

himself as the leader of iiltgheng family. Iiejdeclared his loyalty to the only remaining

claimant to thﬂr% a,ne’}l?q ﬁ‘l%’ﬁﬂw Hﬂﬁf‘sﬂm was then fleeing the

Manchus in smﬂl western China wﬂg arag-tag cuurt but despnte one fruitless attempt,

s RGP T LI Bjro o

concentrate on securing his own position on the south-east coast.

D he V& strong enough to establish

Zheng Chenggong or Koxinga enjoyed a series of military successes in
1651 and 1652 that increased the Qing government's anxiety over the threat he posed
(Ng, 1983: 159). They decided to try a new strategy, exploiting the one advantage they
thought they had over Zheng; his father. Zheng Zhilong wrote to his son from Beijing,

presumably at the request of the Qing court and the Shunzhi Emperor, urging him to
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negotiate. Whether Zheng Chenggong was sincere or whether he was just buying time

to further develop his army and navy is unknowable, but he did begin a long series of
negotiations with the Manchus that did not end until November, 1654. With the failure of
their last mission, the Qing government gave up on the negoliations and appointed
Prince Jidu to lead an assault on Koxinga's territory (Struve, 1998: 160-161).

On May 9, 1656, Jidu attacked Jinmen, an island near Amoy that

Koxinga had been using to train.|

is troc ”/ = Manchus were decisively defeated lost
most of their fleet in the ba ';.‘"- . _ Koxinga had sent one of his naval
commanders to capture Zhousean istand --"m-:_:!i attack, and now that the

Manchus were tempo

s L force in the Fukian area, Zheng
was free to send a hugg /// \\ i

intended to use as a staging area

for his most ambitious 4¥oj . :—-: ! ‘- ' he first capital of the Ming dynasty,
Nanking.

In 1667, Kg landing at Lu'ermen to attack the
Dutch colonists at Taiwaf. QR Febfuany 1, 32 theé Ditch Governor of Taiwan, Frederik
Coyett, surrendered Fort Zeela ‘f; is effectively ended 38 years of Dutch
rule. Koxinga then devotedshimseif to makif into an effective base for anti-Qing
sympathizers who ',‘—lw# ar,

Howevery at the age of 37, Koxinga died of malaria, although

speculations ﬁ%t&} ‘3}% ﬂ %]eﬁf‘w Wﬁn his officers refused to

carry out his or&‘.-rs to execute his sgn Zheng Jin zheng Jing suc eaded as the King of

i W AN 30U um'mma t

Zheng Jing contested throne as the King of Taiwan with his uncle, Zheng

Shixi. The dispute was resolved in Zheng Jing's favor after he successfully landed an
army in Taiwan despite strong opposition by the forces of his uncle. This was followed
by Zheng Shixi withdrawing his claim.With both the vast pirate fleet and the throne of
Taiwan, he intended to continue his father's plans to invade the Philippines; however, he

was forced to abandon this venture when faced with the threat of a Manchu-Dutch
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alliance. His victory over a combined Manchu-Dutch fleet in 1664 resulted in ending the

brief alliance.

For the next 19 years, he tried to provide sufficiently for the local
inhabitants and reorganizing their military forces in Taiwan. Contacts with the Kangxi
Emperor from the mainland by sending ambassadors were frequent. Although he

continued to fight for the cause his father died for, he had largely abandoned any

pretense of restoring the Ming 2 time he invaded Fukien in 1676. He

.

occupied key cities in the prov fre losing them back to the Manchus

l-n-h‘ﬁ_‘-."-\*

by the end of 1677. Invading ELk 2d a force of 30,000 men to capture

Haicheng as well as takig ande prisoner.In 1680, Zheng Jing was

r/ i !
forced to order the abasBopM: // \\\

losing a major naval balié g ; / Se - ;\\\‘}{\\

- i I and died of dissipation around 1681

4 AN

olglest son. eng Kezang, however, Zheng

nd the Pescadores islands after

‘Lang. Driven off the mainland by

the Manchu, he retreatec#o

or 1682. Zheng named as

Kezang was quickly toppled DR 2 eshuang.
S oidins . - ok _ : . .
In 1683, following=a—navat agement with Admiral Shi Lang, one of

Koxinga's fathers's tpustedifiiends,” Koxinc on Zheng Keshuang submitted to
Qing Dynasty cont 4‘,— .’F'l

ﬂ ]
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market f bulk commodities stimulated a shift of scale of formal economic organization,
leading to the creation of larger structure that could make possible mutual trust and
cooperation unrelated individuals.

In the late Ming, as market expansion provided opportunities for traders
to increase the scale of their operations, the need for capital and coordination had

stimulated use of share partnership.
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2.2.5.1Trade

The problem from the Ming loyalist in the southern part of China, no
doubt, made the Qing dynasty had a pessimistic attitude towards the maritime trade. In
response to the Zhengs resistance, The Qing court had adopted a negalive maritime

policy. Failing to suppress the Zheng resistance, the court decided to promulgate the

first imperial edict in 1656, forb on the sea. The court was fully aware
that smuggling activities h 0Ss ﬁnanclal viability of the Zheng force
Under the new law, the provigcie: itiesswere order to ensure that the supply of all

When 1he" sg# ity did potwork out satisfactorily; the court
introduced the scheme afffogfed hiafic séitien . e Qing now resorted to a drastic
policy of trying to forCe th W Jithe ,\ ese coasl to evacuate the island
and move inland a distancafof tenamiias @ptino re =hind a patrolled barrier, From 1652
R

onwards, the Qing court begaheeraening§ ations along the entire southern coast to
*“'-r'“ » 5

be forcibly relocated inland, © Stop 1he ing aid and comfort to the enemy

through trade. Fadeefwitlan ener ieds along the coast, the Qing
chose to take the nofstate Spe oral o thﬁ logical extreme by creating a
sanitary cordon of wallsgapd watchtowers beiween the people and the sea, so as to cut

Taiwan off frcﬂﬂ%%n]a’a w@wﬁﬁwﬂ@ﬂm rading silk (Fairbank and

Reischauer, 13"3 217). As soongas the Kan%i emperor asc@ded the throne, he
o QNG TR KA AR B o v
1983: 53 13

However, the negative policy of the early Qing dynasty towards the
maritime trade did not stop the flourishing smuggling traffic in the South China.
Moreover, it resulted in a further concentration of maritime trade in Amoy, the base of
Koxinga and the Zheng family. The foreign trader from East and Southeast Asia relied on
the Zheng for the supply of Chinese goods. As a resull, the Zheng successfully

monopolized all the profits from the maritime trade and their financial position was



42
further enhanced. Furthermore, the more restrictive the law was, the more lucrative the

trade became. The merchants did not have much difficulty bribing the garrison soldier
or the naval patrols into silence. Apparently, even such top provincial officials as
governors-general and governors were accepting the bribes to turn another way.

As reported by governor-general Fan Ch'eng - mo in 1673, the
smuggled items consisted mainly of materials for shipbuilding and silk and cotton cloth
for export (Ng, 1983: 53). He alsa ini w/mly those with enough capital would be

_-'..“.'-’-l'

ded thedallure of the Qing emperor in attempted

T= 1)

{o. weaken the
when it forcefully
and told the

0 Hai-ch'eng.”

Aft :-,,r.'_" maritime Ds latving the conquest of Taiwan in
1684, the court esta%hE' a0 Thisﬁtion in Fukien and kwangtung,
and also in Chekiang gng, Kiangnan proyinces in the succeeding year. In attempt to
control the nﬂtiu %’:IQJ’:%E %rﬁs !iMrF}n itime customs system, to
control the coadtal and foreign tradg. o 'Y
QY VGG SN B R st
safegugrd the coastal security. After the new maritime restriction was introduced, the
security system became more complicated. The ship and all the traveling merchants on
board were required to be guaranteed by the security merchants. However, the ban,
unlike the previous one, was only partial. The effect of the restriction was not as
destructive as one would have imagined (Ng, 1983: 57). The domestic commercial
network was allowed to function without disruption; the foreign trade was not banned

totally.
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In 1727, The Yung-cheng emperor accepted a recommendation of the

provincial authorities to abolish the restriction. In 1754, the imperial Qing government
declared for the first time that law-abiding emigrants could safely return home and have
their property protected (Reid, 1997: 1-26).

Political and economic considerations governed the Qing court's

attitudes towards maritime trade. With respect to the political aspect, the court was most
conscious of coastal security. Maritle yas often seen by the court as a factor
related closely to coastal seeufity alized the political vulnerability of the
maritime province of e _Uing court understood well the
dependence of the souy aritime trade for their livelihood.
Whenever the Fukie for relaxation of maritime
restrictions, they were g that the region had to rely on
seafaring trade for its livg asoning behind the Qing court's
decision to lift the maritims 7 (Ng, 1983: 185).
2.3 South China

““"‘l:J he Mediterranean of Asia,
where great c’wilizaﬁls aﬁ crossed, generating unique

cultures, urban forms, agd architecture, Bswd small vessels cruised across Southeast

Asia ruuawmgﬂeﬂ:ﬂﬂoweﬁWrﬂﬁﬁ ﬁiyears The trading ships

and |rnm:grant%oats were not nnia; carrying peaple and gunds but also conveying

G SRR B R A B

implantiig new layers in the emerging cosmopolitan settlements in coastal Southeast
Asia. Some fishing villages developed into Entrepots and some would prosper into great

Emporiums

2.3.1 Fukein
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Fukien is a maritime province located on the southeastern periphery of

China. Its mountainous terrain and the ranges encircling its borders obstructed
communication by land between the province and the heartland of China, especially the
rich Yangtze basin. Despite the land barriers, the coastal district of Fukien was by no
means isolated from the core regions of the country because they could be conveniently

linked by the sea with other maritime provinces.

For the Fukie asé © - itself, there were no psychological
restraints against becomingsiavelved i tivities. The native scholars truly
appreciated the importance olgaritime n for_the local population and showed
great interest in maritimgeaf s AUkeipese st - sowere themselves known to have
become merchants. MgOvaf, g o ;. ' d by .: a'Ebkinese naval officials, who were

in many cases merchg d patronage to local merchant

enterprises.

From the gint - en one of the major provinces
actively involved in sea lrad .. A Tan na y rengn merchants were numerous
enough to form communities r:{” Wozhou). And during the first half of the
tenth century, with the es shiment of t adent kingdom in Guangdong and
Fukien provinces, ;;———l:' more foreign traders

frequented their ponﬂmt' ;

the two kingdoms Tasteq ly fifty to smy rs, they laid the foundation of economic

oo, a0 Y Y A . v oot e

trade and !ndﬂ!try, which made (he two prwmce of Jncreasn@ important to Song

e QRT3 0 UNIINYQ Y

Becoming an independent kingdom during the tenth century was a major

nua addition to Canton. Although

turning point in Fukien's history. For the first time Fukian was developed for itself, not for
China. The maritime trade began to flourish, and it grew even more rapidly when the
Southern Song treasury after 1127 enjoyed the revenue from foreign trade collected at

the Maritime Trade Commission in Quanzhou.
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The development of Fukien's maritime trade was greatly facilitated by

three commercial centers on the Fukien coast, Foochow, Ch'uan-chou, and Chang-
chou. All of them provided retail goods and services for a surrounding tributary area or
hinterland, they lay within the structure of distribution channels connecting economic
centers, and they served as foci within the transport network (Skinner, 1977: 276). The

economy of coastal Fukien depended to a great extent on maritime trade.

The seaport ivities, served as the center of the

provincial commercial nefWork, Leiore the rise.GLAMOY, Ch'uan-chou city was the center
of Fukien maritime tradedf6rmefhe tin 1o fiftegnthigenturies. As early as the twelfth
century, Ch'uan —chou Ji ihe most important centers in the
country for foreign trade eStshipbuilding centers sharing the
prosperity of the maritimg ‘:\ th and Ningpo to its north (Ng,

1983: 12). At the turn”of Sixien| ZNIL h'ang=chou began to arise as the new

center for overseas trade. ltsifievelopmentwas marked by rapid growth of private trade.
[afadanis,
More local peopilessrs: o Te e in trade, while tens of thousands of the

rural south Fukienesg,so N TTew hivi adle gverseas. Around 1600, it was
—,:E'i eir living outside the home
Tl

estimated that one t;
village (Mg, 1983: 12}@

i

toom Kwnﬁ%&lﬂ’ﬂe%%@%&lﬂﬂﬁm

ammnmummmaﬂ

"Although the South Fukieneses were not the
only seafaring people in Chinese maritime history, no
Chinese from other seafaring areas were able to
equal them for their popular participation, wide
geographic spread and continuous efforts over the

centuries. None of their counterparts from other
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Chinese regions was comparable to their persistent

enthusiasm and achievements.” ( Ng, 1983: 213)

The Fukienese found opportunities in the domestic trade, overseas
commerce, and handicraft industries (Ng, 1983: 11). Fukien's commercial activities were

already well established during the Sung dynasty period (Yoshinobu cited in Ng, 1983:

%nd Chinese pirates made the

LG

Ming emperor decided tg [areion frade, this was applied to all borders.

However, the hardest hi erchant networks of Fukien and

The earlier success of Fukiens

§ '-\ uan emperors. But when Ming

Guangdong where mos
was due to official suppy

imperial policy chang€d r" n after 1386, they persisted

outside the law and sufvivgd o i iC-G '- r 200 years, from the late fourteenth
L ‘ ".l !
century to the second half *"-"fr Sixle
LR :ir '
forbidden. However, this ban @id not stop de but made it more dangerous.

century, private trade overseas was

The, fe r , impossible to sustain. This

in turn increased the ﬁss s nd&p&mally the Hokkiens, to look

at the great profit to be ade in overseas lrade and seek ways to get round the trade

bans. Mureuvﬂu%%@m Ghir3/31Cpulagel olefidréTan traders to come; more

of them were ﬂ'set by the pretenge of being lnbule—baanng mmmuns They sought
Bvery ‘a:% Q@ﬁ ﬂtﬁtﬂ}ww Qt%i’:ﬁl afﬁs who became
mcreamﬂgw tempted to condone private trade, to broaden their opportunities to trade
directly with ports other than the highly bureaucratic where their missions were forced to
register (Wang, 2003: 95). Chinese merchants already aboard in foreign ports were
more than happy to help and often served as the representatives of foreign rulers or as
interpreters coming to China with their missions. Others, especially the sailors and
traders who had an experienced, secretly went out to trade and settled in the small

merchant communities aboard. Such as, Malacca, Bantam, Brunei, Sulu, Ryukyu



47
islands, and Kyushu (Wang, 2003: 95). In the late Ming, the Fukienese maritime

population took advantage of the central government’s increasing inability to enforce
sea-going restriction. They built up their far-extended sea-bourne trade with Nanyang
and with Japan.

South Fukien had three great maritime center — Ch'uan-chou, Hai-ch'eng

and Amoy- vividly depict the longevity of the region’s maritime history. However, this

Amoy w gfh miportant \\{ the extended maritime frontier

of the south Fukein. o5 in distance from east to west

b\
e Outlying island of Quemoy, Lieh-

\\.

5.0 the southwestern cormer of the

and eight miles from nérth
yu, Tatan, Hsing-yu and™W 1
island. The harbor of Amoy i *‘5{“‘ ded if er and outer sections. The passage
between the island_of Amey ané Kul e main part of the inner harbor.

Shops and wareho E ..# the trading junk drew up to

anchor (Ng, 1983: 45ﬁ), -

the important cities andy Aages of Fukla ch as Chang-chou, Hai-Ch'eng , and

"ﬂ"“ﬂ“ﬂuﬁl’J‘VlEWlﬁWEﬂﬂ‘i
Qﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ%%ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ

Some scholar believes that the rise of Amoy as important emporia of

Y § j ated for trading with many of

south China began in 1684, when the Qing court decided to give it the function of
trading with the Philippine Islands and Ryukyu Islands (Chin, 2004: 54). We couldn't
deny the prosperity of Amoy after 1683. The commercial boom provided new prospects

and created a tremendous number of jobs in many related fields.
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However, the emergence of Amoy can trace back long time before that.

According to Ng Chin Keong "Trade and Society: The Amoy Network on the China
Coast 1683 — 1735, we can divide Amoy into 4 periods of development.

The first period: A Garrison Station.

During the Sung . p&rio: § was called * Chia-ho-yu" (island of the

auspicious grain). The islandwa r ration of T'ung-an district of Ch'uan-

twtabllshed a garrison on it (Ng,
\\\’ 'the Ming period when,because

chou prefecture. In the

1983: 45).

of the presence of foreigfersl s \ ar ts, pirates, along the Chinese
coast, the government re g IS4 -ﬁ': *\ \ re islands. For security reasons,
an elaborate garrison sYste S 1 I “ "\ y Ming. Military stations were set
up along the coast. There'wese fivelgardso &tation Sin Fukein. From the mid-

Ming, a customs checkpoi to oversee the vessels to and from the
seaport of Hai-ch'eng

f_ - sixteentn mhfeenth centuries, despite it
obscurity as a ncn—acﬁni at oli] irﬁs only for it military function,
Amoy had already starpd building up |tijaputatmn in the Ch'uan-Chang trading

o 1 B Y3403 B T B o s e

smugglers, botflocal and foreign Eecause S0 few officials were stationed there. The

tmde@ﬁlﬁﬂwwmﬂq 'ﬂ’ﬁr administrative

intricacypreferred doing business on the more remote island.
The second period: The Zheng Rebel base.
The second period of the development of Amoy lasted from 1626 — 1680.

In this period Amoy was emerged as a commercial center and rebel base, which Ng

Chin Keong described that
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“This period also witnessed the emergence of a
Fukienese maritime empire under the leadership

of the Cheng (Zheng) family.” (Ng, 1983: 44-45)

Amoy was under the command of the Zheng family since 1626-1627.

-. ;‘ i //». with enormous fleets on the 1620s. He
defeated government troops.of Amoy ahdBarBossession of it. After that the island
became his commercial 2nd feciuiting as&-...‘

Amoy be far s

over there such iterns

Zheng Zhilong was a master @l

5, The inland smugglers brought
1 Soochow and Hangchow, and
even the precious thing 2 ~._ and Peking, in exchange for

commodities from East ghd hen Zhegn Zhilong decided to
surrender to the Ming couft, /85 appoiptec e Admiral of the Coastal Seas” in
return. Naval power, cé |
and his family virtual overlords .r :::’, bzier, 1977: 12). His maritime kingdom
became even more prosp |

;,m::‘_ built a walled town in An-
p'ing, a city about 1%“&
seaport and became rp less prosperous Wn other cities. Zheng Zhilong also played

the role of uﬁ%ﬁn‘iﬂeﬂlﬂéﬁ ﬁ%&}’qafqn‘j-qe sold protection to the

traders. ThereWvere more than thuysand vessels and a private navy under his control.

e G T 1 H AT DNE AR B s

trade (Ng, 1983: 49).

n-Eng soon developed into a busy

Zheng Zhilong surrendered to the new rulers, the Qing., among the
apparent chagrin of his son, Zheng Chenggong (Koxinga), and his brother. Both of them
held back on Amoy and declared themselves as Ming loyalist. As the new leader of the
Zheng family, Koxinga amalgamated the troops on Amoy and Quemoy. Croizier pointed
that
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“He was in unquestioned command of the

Cheng family patrimony in Fukien and his father's
old base in the strategic twin islands of Amoy and
Quemoy as the center for his military campaigns
and growing maritime commercial empire”

(Crozier, 1977: 14)

Amoy had aireac

His profit from the marit

@Elorehouse since before his takeover.
¥ tax grain was also levies from the
controlled areas on the Sguthe \ i Shigped to the treasury in Amoy. Under
Koxinga's command, Ag \\N- prosperous than before and
widespread reputation gibej \

In 16* Qing governor of Fukien and the
provincial military commagtle e Koxingaywas on the military campaign in eastern
Canton. On his return sHort arl‘t ity fieco ared Amoy. And from his base of this
island he showed his migh rs over Fukien, Canton, and Chekiang.
Koxinga collected levies is_control and all the revenues were
deposited in the ; @B3: 51). The war-tom and
economically disl &people . opportunities provided by it
commercial activities. AJI these developments further strengthened the formation of an

rem oMY Y B

In 1661 Koxindd looked for the eefe base, he Ied his force cepture fort Zeelandia on the
M L L T R AL Mok
Howevér, Koxinga died in the following year, left the maritime empire to his son, Zheng

Ching.

Under Zheng Ching, Amoy was enlarged. Weng Tien-yu, as chief
planner, carried out instructions and began in 1663 to reconstruct the toenship, design
the market places, and build the temples. However, the reconstruction was suddenly cut

short by the abrupt fall of Amoy. The Qing and Dutch fleets drove the Zheng out from the
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twin islands. The Qing authorities deserted Amoy and Quemoy after the conquest and

all the coastal population was removed to the mainland interior.

After Zheng ching retreated to Taiwan, Amoy became the refuge of
pirates. It took six years before Zheng ching was able to re-establish his commercial
base on the abandoned island of Amoy. He dispatched a company under the command

of Chiang Sheng to Amoy to restore communication with the mainland. When the Revolt

of the three Feudatories broke oul i WEF 4 it provided a good opportunity for Zheng

ching to revive his fortune ofshe ¢

Fukien zoccupied Amoy and from there, his

force took possession of eight ofihe codstal GEEIECUreS in Canton and Fukien.

The war hg d. the Zheng family continued for

four generation. It was_gfds ' -. \Shih Lang, formerly Koxinga's

subordinate, led the s Taawan Zheng K'e- shuang's

surrender ended the marj , which saw the emergence

of Amoy as a trading céhte

J-‘

The third period: the Formalive ‘-‘-{F,’E%. thig Trading Network
LTRIIN

in 165pthe=Gmg-emperorpromuigaidd| the first edict, forbidding

e

navigation on the seaﬂ.ln

ensure the supply of all cinmrnudmes for lh-e els was cut off. When the sea prohibition

law did not Wt@%ﬁ%w Es’rqfﬂc inland resettiement.

er, the result Jvas in the oﬁpomte side of what the Qing court

Y3 4 AR e r o

and Am8y. Foreign traders relied on the Zheng for the supply of Chinese goods. As a

o tn@| authorities were ordered to

result, The Zheng family advantaged from the monopolization. All the profit from
maritime trade and financial was even better than earlier. The more restrictive the law
was, the more lucrative the trade became. The merchant did not have much difficulty
bribing the garrison soldiers or the navel patrols into silence. With their tactic, there were

numerous boats smuggling goods between the various ports and Amoy (Ng, 1983: 53).
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It was obvious that many wealthy merchants and officials on the coast were directly

involved in this activity.

To sum up, the Qing court failed to weaken the commercial position of
Amoy even when it forcefully evacuated the coastal population and told the merchants
to move their business. The emergence of Amoy as a trading center began during the

command of the Zheng family. During the period of Koxinga, Amoy had already become

the center for the Fukienese Og same time, all the fﬂl‘”ﬂlgl’l merchants
who had business relatio = Jime also called at the seaport of AITIO}I’
During Zheng ching’s aivian, _%vesseis had had to divert their
journeys from Amoy to T pidy o Basing maritime activities reflected an

oy began to normal. The inland
reseltlement law was abdlish Three years later, after pacification of
Taiwan, the court permission- ind the maritime ban. Once again,
Amoy became t F_—t: unks trading with Nanyang.
The maritime custonis] and-otl li and civil administration were
set up there by the ngg government. Thema events legitimized the status of Amoy as

s ﬁ"ﬁ’ﬁ‘%"‘ﬂ HNINYINT

4Clearly, from 16-53 Amoy had mcume a maﬂtlme center for the
=R TR T e
also copnecting point between the overseas and the emerging coastal trading network.
Amoy was more favorably located than Canton to perform these two functions as it could
gain access more easily to commodity resources and markets of the northern coastal
provinces. While Amoy served as a maritime center for native merchants, Canton served
as a maritime reception center for the incoming foreign ships.
One year after the ban was lifted, the ocean junks leaving for overseas

were already numerous. They mostly carried limited capital and cargoes but many
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illegal emigrants. In the later years, the permit to build ships and to sail overseas was

therefore granted only to well —-to-do applicants (Ng, 1983). However, the ocean junks
continued to carry with them a large number of illegal emigrants.

Migrants and sojourners poured into the township of Amoy. There were
merchants, brokers, skilled craftsmen, and shipyard worker. All came from places

beyond the islands. These people came to Amoy and waited for arrangements to make

the surreptitious crossing to Taiwa an or ,
The increasing maritime 1633 was the major factor which

contributed to the growing BrosSEEn the local authorities were able

to report a commercial boga™ .a/ ‘ \\\~\\"k past (Ng, 1983: 57). In the first
hundred years of the Qiggfdya®; d from the garrison station into a
prosperous maritime ce -k

In 17 a new maritime restriction to

/ i
safeguard coastal seclntyfNgver q, 5 theeffectiof the ban was not so destructive
since it was only partial. The foreign tracie: bs nol Ban totally. The trade with Japan, the
Ryukyus, and Annam was 10 cd -E ficantly, foreign ships were still allowed

to call at Chinese ports. ade with Nanyang, they managed

to sail to Siam or ‘»rm Pre peeieioe e b ' ere heading for Macao or
Annam,
In 1727, ‘T he Yung-cheng e‘rrjpernr abolished the restriction. When the

maritime restﬂinluﬁ ?g'e% Wﬁwm ted central port of the

province in 1728l Under the new Iaw all the ocean junk leaving Fuklen for oversea were
LRI T AR
The tralle between Amoy and Nanyang were flourished during this period. In 1729,
there were twenty-one ships leaving Amoy for the Nanyang trade when the northeast
monsoon began.

The Amoy trade, no doubt, underwent further development during the
early year of the Ch'ien Lung reign between 1736 and 1757. Amoy and Canton became
the focal point for the Sino-Siamese maritime trade. Most of the Chinese private trade

with Siam up to 1757 was conducted from Amoy (Sarasin Viraphol, 1977: 246).
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Conclusion

Confucianism in the neo-orthodox form of the Ming and Qing periods
was a major factor, not because a Confucian bureaucracy with political power really
controlled every aspect of a country’s development, but because the form of

government it supported determined many crucial aspects of economic and technology

dominant as they becamesal 36 alsespantly because maritime trade had not

reach a point where #enged the accepted view of the

\\

"'K
\"}"'\ to gontinue to meet the needs which
NN

Confucian state. Insteag referred to restrict the demand for

foreign goods and me

could not be satisfied e change of circumstances

accompanying westem gt e S @}\- utheast Asia during the sixteenth,
= =7

seventeenth, and eighife a3,

. 2 policy the Chinese government
maintained. WEEE

There are_twd otiér b e should consider. First, the Chinese
‘w inese borders and official
preoccupation with E, Ire OVE '; the Ming capital from Nanking

i

to Peking and the abﬂndt)ﬂmenl of active mterest in maritime trade. China's geography

remains a v r otherwise, could hardly
have ignored ﬂmiy bynm m aﬂm the Ghlnese economy may
ij gainst the rise in
Eﬂn anmajnrm in agncuitu?ﬂmemmﬁﬁdumﬁal, the time

had probably passed for an easy transition from an agricultural to mercantilist economy.

gwemment Cﬂn u-—l-- o -—lllﬂ.-uhoun-—-a—-:;u.

The Confucian bureaucrats might have sensed this and wrongly concluded that

salvation lay in the ideal road back to a more glorious past.

During the Qing period, the maritime trade increased so greatly that it

outgrew the framework of the tributary system. The trade of Chinese merchants with
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Southeast Asia had actually led the way expanding beyond the tribute system and the

western merely moved into the channels they had created.

The few decades after the pacification of Taiwan and the restoration of
peace and order in the Southeastern Maritime Provinces, the south Fukienese had
proven their ability to adjust new environments and their creative responsiveness to

challenges and opportunities.

The network 2 had developed was able to cope with the
1!!//

commercial needs for coast Flieenth century and was the best that the
Chinese had organized NPEtHaL tim@. Th -Lh__f_-:__ the South Fukienese merchants
was rested on the goog i : w.regional and their willingness to
cooperate smoothly ities. The great volume of trade
within the extensive nafVoj unities for the participation of the
various merchant groug ocial connections enabled the
South Fukienese to Penglral@ log ot 1 arkets: Wne umstances required, many of
them even became assifilaled witlir the aclal environment.

The gra al network was greatly facilitated by the

rapid development of and Taiwan's highly commercialized

economy. ;,

i
ﬂummlmwmn‘i
Q'ﬁqﬁﬂﬂimﬂﬁqﬂmﬁﬂﬁﬂ



CHAPTER Il

SOUTHEAST ASIA IN THE CONTEXT OF CHINESE ERA

It was impossible to understand Southeast Asia history without integrating a part

when they took the whalg 5 The

countries within it. /

3.1 China Foreign Re

The SifG __ erial court was always made them
believed that foreign codhtri@s had'nt medningt 1 exis tence unless their rulers had a
relationship with the emperor f’if 5 ors as the country's distance from the
capital, whether it was imporiz i otre :;I afense were also deemed significant.
There were also ir missions through Ch'uan-
chou in Fukien i d "'!'j entering through Canton in

Kwangtung, and averialld mission from b nd the provinces of Kwangsi and Yunnan

e “'“‘E“‘Mﬁ%ﬁf%%ﬂ'] 179
Q‘W’mﬂﬂ‘im UANINYA Y

“Nanyang is the Chinese name for the geographical region south of China,

particularly Southeast Asia. Literally meaning “Southern Ocean®, it came into common
usage in self-reference to the large ethnic Chinese migrant population in Southeast Asia,
to be more precise, in Singapore, the Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and
Vietnam. Nanyang is contrasted with Xiyang (Western Ocean), which refers to the

Western world, and Dongyang (Eastern Ocean), which refers to Japan.
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“The general principles of foreign relations

that the Chinese court continually emphasized
notwithstanding, what remained most important in
determining foreign policy towards Southeast Asia
were the political conditions that prevailed at different

times during the dynasty." (Wang, 2003: 47)

Tribute in
tribute demanded by Chi

thus very different from the
Kingdoms. For the Chinese tribute
denoted not the transfer g bolic submission, The presents
the emperor gave in fetu grefcansiste fihigt .\. e than the tribute offered, in
order to demonstrate ifipedal imag AT evolence. China pretended that it
needed nothing materialffro Bananss Jiibute for'China was thus not a means of
and reinforcement of China's superior

003: 33).
(T Y]

For "'li ed Aid tpiChina did not carry the same

accumulating wealth. But

status in its own Sino centri

s

connotation as tribute d?'nanded from melr own vassais just because more valuable

gifts were gwﬂ %ﬂﬁ’} WWﬁuﬂW% was for the Southeast

Asian rulers thefpolite exchange of grﬂs asa f—::nﬂallty that went wath mutually beneficial
M LALRILEL LML
the SoutReast Asian sense beside Vietnam. It was acceptable for envoys to show proper
respect to the Chinese emperor, just as Chinese envoys paid their respects to the
Southeast Asian kings, but with the exception of Vietnam, no ruler of a major Southeast

Asian kingdom ever voyaged to Beijing to pay homage in person.
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In short, What for the Chinese was tribute offered in submission to the

Son of Heaven was, for Southeast Asian rulers, polite recognition of superior status as a

prerequisite of mutually beneficial trade.

Rulers of early Southeast Asian kingdoms were ready to recognize the

superior power and status of China, even though most had never it for themselves.

Chinese emissaries extolled the éfip! , merchants brought back stories of the

extent and wealth of Chin @h envoys reported in the impressive
pomp and ritual that acComMpanisd the! Aat the Chinese court. China did not
have to send its armies_ii . nal rulers to accept China's formal
demand that visiting ofj ore the son of Heaven. Southeast
Asian was drawn with th# d ationship with China in the form of

gifts from the emperor ey sent to the capital and the

ability to trade duringthafbafioc R (Reid, 1999: 86). Indirectly the
tributary relationship gavesithe  glates 3 privileged access to the most
important international marke f“ﬂ—. e per uring that other areas not so blessed
could only export to ChinadiGaGH teir p 4, 1999: 86).

Y

' mﬁdiate purpose behind sending

RET
Wanwu .

imperial messengers l(yStH..l'lhEBSl Asia WIL’I"IEWS of the first Ming emperor's accession

was to sort uﬂq%k%hﬂﬂmtw%’] ﬂ:ﬁwum China and which did

not, which wefé dependent and fn%;ndhr and whlch were potentlally hostile (Wang, 2003:
> ARIANNIEN 1N1INYAY

Ming record clearly reflects the court's concentration on relations with
Southeast Asia up to the middle of the fifteenth century. The reign of the first emperor
saw the encouragement of formal tributary relations, but also attempt to limit the extent
of foreign contacts. In all these policies, the emperor was innovative and indeed laid the
foundations for Chinese relations with Southeast Asian countries for the next five

cenluries.
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Under the Ming, Imperial authority was extended to include all relations

between Chinese and barbarians, including trade relations. Private overseas trade by
Chinese merchants was prohibited and Chinese were forbidden to voyage aboard. The
only officially sanctioned trade was by merchants from countries that acknowledged
Chinese suzerainty, and then only when they accompanied actual tribute missions

(Wang, 2003: 52).

More Chinese € | aboard during the early Ming than at any

other time in the history of wmz2 and Southeast Asia. For example,

five were dispatched to and nine by emperor Yongle.

They came to instruct as ywell st Asian courts know exactly what
was expected of them. _JRe '// \\\\\\ sfior and patronizing, as was the
: f / o f’\\\\

message they carried. he Chinese envoys reflected in

large part the ritual Tor p\'\\ \ sions in China. Some Southeast
Asian kingdoms went 16 gréat fenc m-- 0 i *

\_:: hinese envoys, for this was an
opportunity for reciprocal dgmongf] S al wower and wealth (Wang, 2003: 76).
Great reverence would be shigi al edict or letter. Even before the early
Ming, however, more embasSies Weis hina from Southeast Asia than were
received from Chif ’?mf‘ ing emperor, 1370 -1433,
large missions were Séni out putary, missions responded in much
great numbers from a dtazen Southeast Aslan states and settlements.

ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWlﬁWEI']ﬂ‘i

he new Ming restn%lmns applying to trade reduced both its volume and

W LRI ELEL LR g

to increfised trade by dispatching missions more frequently. For example, Srivijaya sent

L
six missions in the space of seven years, while Siam and Champa also markedly

) Champa sent fifty-eight missions during the first three Ming emperors, 1370 -
1404
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increased the number of tribute missions. Siam sent thirty-six missions to China in the

period 1371- 1404. More than one every year on average, and twenty-two missions in
the Yunglo emperor reign, 1405-1433 (Reid, 1999: 86). Anthony Reid suggested about

the enthusiasm responded of Siam to the China tributary system that

“This dynamic response makes clear that

ad some advantage

ofs- undoubtedly

with literate
member al sary tribute
letters, smmunity and

probably & \\ capable of

making thg'|a iy tall € ntloubtedly also
N\

particular,

trading in

__-=T“ se trade in form of bogus

official missions, but it ',J or verifying the authenticity of
|

embassies and issued wi,ming against such ventures.

WE’ ﬁéﬂrﬁ%ﬁ w %ﬂ ﬁe official trade regime

imposed by th&l Ming gcwamment for its reduced competition from private traders
1A G AL .
coastal Fukien who had been engaged in free trade with the Nanyang over the previous
two centuries, were most unhappy. They were immediately set about circumventing the
new restrictions. Many resorted to smuggling, which increased dramatically,
encouraging piracy in its wake. Other sought to cooperate closely with official tributary
missions.

To sum up, We might conclude that Southeast Asia’s seaborne trade with

China took place within an ancient framework of international relations usually referred to
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as the Chinese tributary system. China in theory regarded itself as the suzerain of all the

states of Southeast Asia, receiving homage from each at specified intervals, at each
time the vassal states presented their tribute of local products and in return received
from the emperor Chinese goods of equal or greater value. The tributary system in
practice was a regular syslem of legitimizing official trade and, at an early dale,

accommodated private trade on the side, first by Southeast Asian traders and later by

Chinese merchants,

3.2 The China emn

economic forces, It sat # grcatarteries o *_\\- commerce (Reid, 1999: 119).

10 isolate itself from international
Although India was ading partner for Southeast Asia, it
appears that the dr ial policy with regard to the

MNanyang trade were res iscontinuities in Southeast Asia's

external trade. (Reid, 199341 2)/554

i-J

Snuthﬁ : : ,J ‘seaborne
i
traffic and cnmmand!ng the maritime routes between

T I AT TN TR

#¢écorded history, anci the pﬂpulatmn centers of Indla

R TEIT AT E

international maritime trade.”

Trade between South China and Southeast Asia increased so rapidly that
custom revenue between 1724 and 1750 rose threefold in Fukien and almost fivefold in
Guangdong (Li, 2004: 3). The impact of the China trade is underlined by the fact that the

number of Chinese junks visiting Southeast Asian port increased rapidly during the
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period of 1750-1820. This in turn boosted royal income remarkably. Between 1740 and

1820 the Siamese crown's income from maritime trade rose from a fourth or a third to

well over half (Lieberman, 2003: 35).

The reign of King Tai sa was marked by major increased in the volume of

trade with China, particularly involving the exportation of Siamese rice. In other ways,

such trade had gone on sinca, ih of Ayudhaya and before, though it was

conducted under service goverr China for periods in the seventeenth
and early eighteenth ceffIfEs By the 1z MUCh of the Siamese trade with China
and Japan that earlier L2 . e Dutch now fell into the hands of
private Chinese merc Cl trade in behalf of the Ayudhaya
court and entered the gfficial ; -/

att, 1982: 151-152). In particular,
Tai sa's Phraklang, who #iad /-

ice the reign of king Sua, was a
Chinese especially ifipo . integrating the local Chinese
community into the ecBnofic afid 2 capital, to the point where the
; . Sy agak :

Phraklang ministry virtually wasgien inese at all levels.
When in 1727, the/Lhi TESE most completely opened South China
ports to shipment$ Y_ ce trom S mm. and all those involved

with it prospered, tn-ﬁdi gt
not a coincidence lha&.A udhaya court E’d a Chinese Phraklang during the China

“““““"“ﬂ"ﬁlﬁl’[l“ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂiﬂﬂ‘i
wmmmmmmmaa

The advent of the development of coastal cities in Southeast Asia was a

nd hﬁhmklang. It was, undoubtedly,

result of rising maritime trade relations between India and China following the seasonal
monsoon since the first century. At first, foreign maritime traders made brief stop-over in
different places of coastal Southeast Asia to get fresh water and food supplies from the
locals. During the waiting period of the changing wind, some of these traders would stay

for an extend period of time. They built fortified camps to protect their goods and
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dwelling compounds next to the waterfront and near the existing indigenous villages

(Widodo, 2007: 63).

Ship from the north (China, Japan, and Ryukyu) sailing to the south made
use of the northern monsoon between January and February, and returning home by the
southern monsoon between June and August. Indian and Arab ships went eastward by

the southwest monsoon between April and August, and returned by the northeast

monsoon from December. During riods or the changing of the monsoons,

these traders stayed in their Gam ports and populated the markets,
while waiting for their tradie DAt Jarts of the world to come. These
outh China Sea, Java Sea, and
Melaka. Hence, since thg \\\\’\ ns and their hinterlands became

fertile grounds for the @ Tew=Cv \

exchanges took place mg
iew blends of urbanism and
architecture, new setlliemet:

These €iliegt were Josdediwilh yessel people, and goods. Some
scholars compare them alling across history, from the past
heading towards the future. ) A Flourishing maritime trade between

south China and ports on. Soltheas be seen as early as the early

fifteenth century. In ' f of the eighteenth century,

most international tre . aeet.
o A BTN B Y o s e

and lifts its ban®h maritime trade m%‘ caused the qun::k.iy emergence of the ports on the

= RN TR M NG e

Manyand) such as Suzhou, Ningbo, Amoy, Zhanglin, Guangzhou, Hainan Island and
Macao (Chin, 2004).




3.4 Chinese Migrants in Southeast Asia

Long before the arrival of the Europeans in the 1600s, the Chinese
dominated trade in most of the Southeast Asian region, or Nanyang. In Nanyang, the
Chinese trade Diaspora turned many Southeast Asian port-cities into entrepots, through

which Chinese silk, porcelains, and other manufactured goods were exchanged. Unlike

that merchants physically travel from one
place to another or migrate to'seftle tempe Chinese traders, or huashang, who

took a voyage overseasweuid ter Iyﬁ place and then move onto the

next to conduct the: fs .f—. kward communications and
transportation technologig / \\i\\ pigration from China to Nanyang
became regular. MerChagis ! / \ orkers abroad with them to work on
the trade for a shord#®peni d"home preparing for the next
journey. When the Dutgh n in 1600, they found large and
distinct Chinese reside ifies in Nanyang, such as Brunei,
Malacca, Western Java, Bat lam, Phom Penh. Thus, pre-colonial
Chinese emigration was i e and was dominated by huashang
(merchants and trag Ww; gire mostly their own relatives
or village folks. Of Thase ;;‘ they acted as middleman

minarities, turning th ; r areas of settlement into bustiing market places and their

o “"FWEI":] MYNSHETTS™
e mmmutmm o))

the dominant pattern from early times in various parts of Southeast Asia. He described

that

“The trader pattern refers to
merchants and artisans (including miners and other

skiled workers) who went aboard, or sent their



colleagues, agenits or members of their extended
families or clans aboard to work for them and set up
bases al ports, mine or trading cities. When it prove
successful, the business aboard, or the mining
business, could expand and require more agents or

young family members to join it; or new business or

mine were establishedint ork, also requiring

more agents«ar family membetsfC be sent out to help

migrants, mast! 1l ‘ lawn, and bring
up local {amiligs Faieyveh | cmiselves did not
setlle dova,
than nbt, rgh al 3t} as (reche Iy € inese families

to keepdhe ess YOGS (Wang, 2008: 5)

The imperial Chifese = " long been ambivalent toward
international migration. Some .«:n nts to go overseas bul discourage
their return, other ;T;*——___‘“ i x a keen interest in migrant
I I migration altogether. Whether

QM
1l

remittances, and still g “I 2|

s d

at times of prosperity or ‘deprassmn the Chlnese state had played a paramount role in

shaping paﬂﬁﬂ WWW@wﬁﬂﬁ pment of the Chinese

Diaspora.

oM mm‘;&m’? dE,‘Jj"““' e e
system was banned, making it difficult for merchants to move to an m China freely.

Later on, the imperial government relaxed restrictive policies on private and localized

maritime commerce but still banned overseas residence.
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However, “The Mountain is high and the emperor is far away." * Chinese

migrants from the South China still traveled and migrated to the Nanyang. Chinese
commercial communities had already made a strong presence and flourished in Java
and Sumatra. In 1567, the Ming imperial legalized informal trade, which gave rise to new

Southeast Asian port-cities such as Manila, Hoi-an, Phnom Penh.

During the Qing &y w / government inherited the hostile attitude

toward emigration and matie.overseas (raferSadresidence a capital crime. Beheading

was a sentence for thosE& WHC Violated. Tr foreigners was restricted only to the

7

port of Guangzhou. This ants and traders, they developed

innovative strategic ag ant regulations, which were later

institutionalized to fac) tlun of diasporas communities

overseas.

Most o e trade aboard were revoked in
1727 .(Reid, 2004: 23) In dthe Oing govemment declared for the first time that law-
abiding emigrants_with valid® réasens wo atitled to return home and have their
property protecte ﬁ,""’f Dt ““"""‘“"‘“’“"—";:;"-,-- emigration policy led to a

booming overseas jlﬁ tra pﬁded and a tremendous outflow

of traders, miners, plarpars shipbuilders, ‘rynmm and adventurer of all kinds. As well

as in Ayuuﬂa‘u;ﬁa% W ﬁ § w Hﬁ] .ﬂeﬁ artisans, pig-breeders,

vegetable garféners, and peddler% [L:ebarman 2003: 93)
Many Chinese took up residence in the ports of Southeast Asia and built
their ships there. Sometimes the traders based in South China had their ships built in

Southeast Asia because of better and cheaper woods. Moreover, Southeast Asian urban

: An ancient Chinese word that described the attitude of the local

officials and traders in Guangdong and Fukian
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and commercial culture gained enormously from technical skill of emigrant Chinese.

When Chinese married into the local society of Southeast Asia and adopted social
norms, their skills became part of the new urban culture being built in Southeast Asia,
The fact that overseas Chinese merchants still maintained relationships, familial and
cultural with the South China trading communities of their ancestors gave them an

unchallengeable position as middlemen between the markets of their homeland and

3.5  Ayudhaya in

Ayudhaya . ot that is wealthy and has the most

Indian Ocean and South Chl

prosperous trade aclivities ants from several countries both
ated to exchange goods. Dhiravat na
Pombejra vividly corigiu

35’“%@ was a leading Sou heast Asian

& RN E L latab
9 wﬁiﬁfﬁmﬁlﬁﬁhﬁ% ]

ethnically diverse (And mixed) local populations”
(Dhiravat Na Pombejra, 2002: 25)
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Economical factor that made Ayudhaya become wealthy was agriculture and

trading especially international trading. Manop Thavornwatsakul (81U nnasdmnians,

2535: 154) concluded economical system of Ayudhaya that

“Agriculture creates consistent and stable

base for state while international trade brought

prosperity and weallk: ” aya society”
— /

Trading in late AVIEREYSE peridd wa S because community in Ayudhaya

city extended continuo lourished even trading with western

countries would not bg but China trade current was
expanding in. Until trag i xpanded inclusively, merchants

from several cities sim a for trading. Testimony of Khun

Luang Watpradoosofigdye \ sanulok people brought sirup,
tobacco, beeswax, hofleyfand,feve \ northern cities to sell by ship,
Nakornratchasima people f"m'"" beeswax, bird's wing, several kinds of
fabric and forest productsd's 1 \g. Lopburi, In, Phrom, Singh, Sankh,

Supan people brc *‘ 1 pacoy Dy san 1o Sel n ront of - ’ mor temple, Kanoon temple,
Kanan temple, Tak aﬁ ' %t products by sail to sell in front
of entrance of Suan Fﬂu canal and Pa chueng temple, Bann Laem people from

Petchburi, ﬂ%% ﬁmm Mﬂﬁfm to sell in front of

Pananchuang\lemple and Sawank.alnk people brﬂught pruducts from northern cities to
= QRVTIATE UN VIVt
2532: 56-59). Furthermore goods are also diverse such as metal ware, brass ware, silver
ware, stake, wall, roof-tile, table, bed, chair, maltress, cushion, pillow, mosquito net,
cradle, mat, clothing, fabrics, ornament, shoe, fishnet, basket, notebook, plantpaper and
food products (AMMn1syuuaaimlszgnsestan, 2532: 55-59).

Increment of trading and more several of products identified progressive
economy and expansion of Ayudhaya. As a result of southern China trade current,

demand of products increased.
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Saichon Wannarat (2525: 11-14) explained that production for subsistence in
new economy and society changed to be production for trading and effected to people

inclusively.

However, considering expansion of trading in mentioned period identified that

level because advantage fading § IO WETE at ruling class and foreigner like
Chinese (MU 0195 IMIUGRRN._ 2525 1168). Me &r, production for trading not only
started in this period buy danperiod of time but not equal to
period as Saichon explfindtf Productio adigg as Saichon's reason was

progression of trading in &
3.5.1 Intematignal T

Trading in King Naraiferd and made immense income to state.

Most trading was _"- “.,._.__..:—_1 ‘ r King Petcharacha was

enthroned to be ki 1 trac m Cll ntries was against severely

especially French. King P‘athracha expelled French from Ayudhaya, seized property and

destroyed huﬂeﬂ ﬂﬁtﬂ H%ﬂﬁswmﬂﬁresuned in trading of

Ayudhaya inten§ély because Easter2 India of Englar‘;d Company annuunced to prohibit

' More information about the commerce during king Petracha period in Dhiravat
na Pombejra. Ayutthaya at the end of the Seventeenth century; Was there a shift to
isolation?, in: Anthony Reid (ed.),
and belief, pp.250-272.( Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1993) and Remco
Raben. Ayutthaya,King Phetracha and the world. Paper presented at the conference
400 Years of Thai-Dutch Relations. (Bangkok 18-19 March, 2004)
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junk of Ayudhaya to sail to any ports of India or in any territories that Eastern India of

England Company occupied. As a result Ayudhaya feared to send royal ship to India
Ocean because of France and England. This action resulted not only trading with
western countries decreased but also animal product trading kind of elephant for 300 -
400 elephants that Ayudhaya had distributed to several ports of India was interrupted

(U"F91# a1aTeod, 2528: 176). Enormous income from forest product trading also was

impacted. Furthermore tradi King Pethracha decreased. None of

embassy was delivered to"C stary trading through his reign. Main
income from royal junk decfeass ‘m;. as only private trade but very less
because most Chinese gt ipréfarred (o --.atlavla.

Some internal g Pethnacha be lifeless is rebellion
at Nakornsrithammarat @&ng ime areas were important areas for
goods transportation” ang sglin; . suppression of rebellion took 10
years resulting in loss 0 rkidﬁ'ﬁ -:;ti' mpact from war extremely effected
trading. Another cause was : he attempt to monopolize trading mostly
like king of Prasartthong.dyfiasty.“As & re gnerchants did not desire to trade in
Ayudhaya beca ;, ¥ n trading decreased more.
However de-::rernerst trading g P%uracha period could not say that
il was because of apﬁavestem cnuntr'E; and agitation in his kingdom because

decrement ﬁ%ﬁ@% Wﬁnﬂlﬁquﬂ @ing cause from external

factor such 48 Coromandel cna? war and a&itatiun in MaFabterritoriai water area
o PTGV EAAARYY G ot o
lists alSo decreased because of several times of conflict between King Pethracha and
Eastern India of Holunda trading Company (V.0.C). King Pethracha wanted the
company to follow his requirements to show that foreigner could not convince him.
Eastern India of Holunda trading Company (V.0.C) was dissatisfied liability payment of
royal palace that insisted to pay as sappawood and tin instead of cash.(Raben, 2004:
178) Remaining market in King Pethracha period was forest products trading with

Japan. (U711 98127904, 2528: 178) Export goods were deerskin and cow skin in not
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much amount. That was probably to say thal importance of forest products decrease

according to level of relationship with western countries. Trading of Ayudhaya therefore
depressed. Even the Tiger King allowed western countries to trade but nothing could

help (Wr2cl Bauana, 2518: 30).

Until King Taisa periﬂd trading of Ayudhaya recovered especially

trading with China. Flexnblh \ ’ / Royal Palace for maritime trade and

o] m South East Asia. Another cause of

nt!f (Sarasin Viraphol, 1977: 75-

-.‘ lture of China was ineffective so

immigration of population mad
trade expansion was siam

76), China where Hok
China need to impo
1977: 74-83). As ares

‘n‘ people (Sarasin Viraphol,

* 100 en country to order rice was rice

procurement to feed pogliialiog vu * he ‘un and faced shortage problem
was more worthy thaff ricg dglie }1: ngr count 16 Shortage County (AMNRNWUS
'r‘:'\-:ln'qun::wl"w'lﬂﬂ-a N1 825527 547 ). “Another important thing was privilege
for junk that export rice in Cht {f..:.‘.w.‘u fe imported, the more tax decreased. In

year 1725, the court anng ied_rice more than 10,000 picul to

China, could pay lBZiereniy-hait-of """"""""""""—"':'- than 5,000 picul but less
than 10,000 picul pa tax fe % ¢ al rate Elail’l Viraphol, 1977: 89-91). Even
though royal income frgrn rice trading wavut much because rice took high load, rice

ot o PR BN ARG e

(@A 2770w, 2525: 9-10),

QY TR ALY P i
and China extremely. Ayudhaya delivered rice to China at least 65,000 picul per year
and up to 100,000 picul some year (U1397R 98199504, 2528: 24-25). While forest
products that were required decreased, a few of them was carried at stern of rice junk
only because forest products regarded as luxury goods for China that was facing with
starvation. Forest products that was demanded by China such as Rhingo's horn, nest,
ivory, kingfisher's wing, peacock's hair, agar wood, gum benzoin and ditta bark core

were exiracled except sappawood that was used in dyeing and medicine production
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(UnF11R Aa199904, 2528:; 24-25). The Emperor refused to receive agarwood and gum

benzoin that were favorable forest products as tribute because they were wasteful and

inessential (A TRANTUSININTTYRTENINING-Run. A, 1825-2395, 2523: 35),

Even though China was the main destination for trade since the early

Ayudhaya period, trading with China became extremely flourished in King Taisa period.

Chinese were highly dominant in e ﬂ ; aar 1714, King Taisa appointed Chinese
official in his court, who pe Chao Phraya Praklang. He, later
intfroduce his countrymé Fative bureaucracy and get them
appointed to important pg Si served the queen and princesses
at the royal court. (Dhirag

'in King Taisa period. Chinese
sa appointed Chinese to be Chao

Trading
were highly dominan "
Phraya treasury and c
Taisa controlled trading with Chin ” vermmental and private format and
demonstrated power of Chineseathat tim asif Viraphol, 1977: 95-96). Dhiravat na
Pombejra explained abo : I

Voo Y]
II C _ 0 -;j'w was
needed P validate documents ranging from ordinary

ﬁ“ﬁﬂ‘%‘ﬁ LA MTLEA

%Bquests or appaals}u the king had to go through l'.ha

ARTRNT ?WW"T"‘J \iaulaed

Pombejra, 2002: 9

A lot of junk from China sold silk and crockery in Ayudhaya and bought
rice, tin and sappawood in return (Raben and Dhiravat na Pombejra, 1997: 66). At the
same time trading with other countries still existed. King Taisa ordered treasury

department to trade with other countries such as delivery of elephant to sell in India
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(szquwannamsnai 39 (ammnumRreIAnzyIIA AT efingerfeystn

nevutiAunszidLenimifuafingssuFuarngamulndunineus, 2512: 243)

Trading in Ayudhaya progressed continuously up to King Baromkod
period and was designated as "great time of country” because of not only trading with
China but also trading with other countries such as Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Cambodia,

Indonesia, Sumatra, Langka and India (3990708 fiunuu, 2522: 16-18). Trading with

China still progressed continually ¥ period. As a result King Baromkod

must rely on Chinese lord ‘and n tradlng until he hardly managed

ant entered because King

Baromkod attempt to cog ratifg desper: > pectad to mostly gain benefits
from trading to treasury AikefKifg. Prasartiiong ‘e N\ \g Narai period (Raben and
Dhiravat na Pombejra 199 G8-6 - : Ihaliperiod was monopoly with foreign

and made immense inca Al How empt'to be monopoly of state resulted
in a lot of foreign merchants esgecmlly we: untries or cargo ship from China did
not want to trade in Ayudhaya i chip began to decrease but went to

other ports instead 1‘( seay s

H

uﬁy& period still was maximum
trading. Trading was miz limited in state anly private trade increased. Besides rice

trading, wuudﬂaﬁ?ﬁw ﬁwmlﬁj and became important

product. A lot diChinese marchanls traveled to buTId ship at Ayudhaya and carried rice
s AV AT B e e
viraphol§j 1977: 96). Private Chinese merchants were encouraged to buy rice from
Ayudhaya directly (Rn&iunianisyaszuinalne-Sun.A.1825-2395, 2523: 38).
Entering of many private Chinese merchants and progress of internal
trading resulted in extreme expansion of trading in Ayudhaya. At the same time state
could not completely collect benefits because flourished trading were owned by
individual. A lot of Chinese merchant and lord co invested in junk trade. Lord or master

who got private junk will use Chinese to organize or lord sometimes collected dividend
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from merchant from trading facilitation (87898 2550uiad, 2525: 19). Lord and Chinese

merchant supported each other for benefits. A lot of Chinese entered in governmental

system and got rich from trading.

At that period Ayudhaya was full of trading atmosphere. Historical study

in this period, social structure from economical expansion was analyzed differently.

V@.

——

eparated to 2 groups that are Prai in
Ayudhaya period and 1ghiar & ade i, in Ayudhaya period. Dominant
people were assumed B dmad—kid ur \ i |a and old Prai because these
people did not wo ogf ey wereld \ 1‘ ding from production to trading.

For male, Prai ma coiding to Prai system. Woman was

assumed to be the me Reid mentioned trading society of

Southeast Asia at that time t ere surprised for doing business with

woman both in market and faige e could not refuse that woman was

dominant in tracing Gi-SawieasiAsia-{ReriSeuiudi- 1

g

Fnrmgnﬁ.r community that semaﬁ down in Ayudhaya or foreigner who

traded in seﬁﬁmﬁ mwgq‘nﬁsﬁ:ﬂmmumw Most Chinese

in Ayudhaya Weére Hok Kian Chme?e some of them traded and some was an official in

N (b o 11

areas: §

1. whirl market Bang Ka Ja front of Pananchueng temple, entrance of Ku
Jam canal market back of Kak mosque, entrance of Ku Mai Rong canal market and
entrance of Wat derm canal marlet under Poon Tao Kong shrine

2. Tha Rap temple front of Rich man C's house, he was important
Chinese lod in King Taisa period

3. Kanom Jin market
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4. Nai Kai area where was very large area from Pratunaikai canal - Hoy

port — Pratujin canal

5. Samma area where was next to Nai Kai area

6. Entrance of Lakorn Chai man-made canal market where trading area
of Chinese products was.

Chinese regarded as highly dominant people in economy and trading of

Ayudhaya because they had freek *( ’ // ing, did not attach with monthly work and

could travel in Ayudhaya “with overnment unlike other foreigners.

"
Testimony of Khun Luai&™Watiiadc ngwnnad trading in Ayudhaya that
there were a lot of tradingaf®as of Chipe hina house at entrance of Lakorn

| NN
Chai canal sold daily con® s (R 9, 2531: 125), Nai Kai area Road

(Alinsqunatedm sy gt ot ol 05325 \i\\\ produced goods according to
several kinds of skill fogfse @{ﬂr E’; m \ \r blished production plant for
Chinese sweetmeat afit se g od SWeetmBat machine, Chinese carpenter made
table, bed, cabinet, chaif; bafrel wilfrwot } etal band, wicker table, bed and

chair (A WNsquuaaimlize
Besides Chingse; faieign" were spread all over Ayudhaya for
example Muslim :?',,—TTTT:T'““"*"‘""“' ‘ , Hua Ror or Takien canal in

Ayudhaya, sold g
and daily products (s @mn‘hqﬁ 2547: 16} Kak Tani community resided at Lodchong

temple, pmfeﬁdl\ixﬁ ﬁ: % ﬂﬂﬁaw E'ﬁ" ﬂ:ﬁ 2531: 135).
QP TR IO TR T o vn o

years 8§ an important port of Southeast Asia while Melaka and Singapore ports were

erfume, balm, clothing, spices

distribution center in India and Europe. Remarkable feature of Ayudhaya port was center
of local products that were produced in Malaya peninsula and interior main land

therefore important goods of Ayudhaya were agricultural and forest products.

3.5.3 The Fall of Ayudhaya
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Internal and external trades in late Ayudhaya period were interrupted because of

war. Flourishing and meodified economy must collapse. In conclusion Ayudhaya
economy was depend on international trading in late Ayudhaya period. Forest product
trading was depreciated together with decrement of western merchants but rice trading
with China was still main income. Forest products became important export goods again

in Thonburi and early Rattanakosin period. This period Ayudhaya politic bustled, lord

and master separated to severa se lords had power for a period and did

junk trade individually wit lass became wealthy but it did not
much effect in social claSS”EVEi-nterral trade in 1ate Ayudhaya was more active but it
was probably from increg vpliation a d pregress of Ayudhaya resulting goods
production as special : 3

changes happened in hi

After the fall o
destroyed. After King

%\ 0" years flourishing kingdom was
yudhaya again, he must restore

.J'
destroyed economical cndl

& 1 small port like Thonburi to replace

Ayudhaya and was. gstabli of Chao Phraya River. King Taksin

followed economi ;, ‘___“'_‘"__ n income from international

trade. ,',J
ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWIﬁWEI']ﬂ‘i
Q'mﬁﬂﬂ‘iﬁu AN Y



CHAPTER IV

THE EMERGENCE OF THE THONBURI KINGDOM

The boorning China trade in Southeast Asia contributed to the economic

» factor which brought about the

formation of three new, .1( [ 1doms. i |ghtaenth century in mainland

Southeast Asia. With thedSo lifting a maritime ban in Southeast
N

Asia, these kingdomg hagfor -I ities 1 develop -,,- and thrive

One l Jdof:

the Thonburi kingdom Whig o AVSCH 14 i@nakosin Kingdom. The Thonburi

afited from the economic growth was
kingdom was founded i "a “war-torn society" because the
kingdom had to undergg honburi period due to the fall of

Ayutthaya kingdo 'E‘;::_':f, Ty —-‘T' s ensued such as labour

scarcity problems a _'| e T
i |
Desp le aII of the difﬁculﬁ&ﬁ preventing its development, The Thonburi

kingdom did ﬁ wa};ﬁeﬁ ﬁ%lﬂnﬁ‘ﬂlﬂﬁingmms in Chao Phraya

Basin and in S8litheast Asia.

AR I ING A

4.1 Theyemergence of

4.1.1Thonburi during the Ayudhaya period

The Thonburi Kingdom is an old city since Ayudhaya period. The
Thonburi Kingdom was formerly called “Bangkok city”. The Thonburi Kingdom name
appeared in the royal chronicles in 1483 during the Chao Sam Phraya period. Within the
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Thonburi Kingdom, Prapadang was a border town fending the areas around the gulf of

Siam. In the northern part of the Thonburi Kingdom was the Bangkok City community
which was situated by the Chao Phraya River (1187 N&18 WATNTIATIA UANIUM, 2525
221-224). The royal chronicles identified the position of the city “Phra Kanon Thanaburi®
in the King Maha Chakrabatr period as the name “Thonburi® ( ﬂmlﬁ ) and the position
of the city * Phra Kanon Thanaburi” was recorded in the Royal Enactment during the

King Prasat Thong period as the name ’r " (ngwaBaTIY A9, 2481: 37)
Formerly, “FonburtCity dirin ',"""u JHNaYa period before the reign of King

Chaiya Ratchathirat, the |3 cirBan;

because the old Chao Pj

nd. Thonburi side was the same land
‘\\\‘ Bangkok Noi canal and went into

Talingchan canal and Rars 1o Bangkuk Yai canal. It was like
this until 1542 then King @ha: short cut of the Bangkok Noi
canal through the Bang@kolYal canal dire - ging up for the canals short cut
caused the Chao Phraya™R cc:- enlarging the two canals bigger
while narrowing the old course’ fteme ar ed (Wiaiae ﬁnnﬂ?. 2543: 12-13). Sujit
Wongtet made an assumptie m[i as established from the digging for
the canal short cut)j 'If o —‘ ri city in order to gather its
citizens for protectio 'ee Al the same time, others

cities were founded such ',as Makhonchaisri {Q‘IH‘ 'qun , 2548: 41).

ﬂ'lJEl’J‘VIEWlﬁWEI']ﬂ‘i
ammﬂimummmaa
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Figure 4. _, “haopray: __._-,-'_I_,- fore the reigd..of king Chairachathirat (Suijit
[ Y]
Wongthes, 2005: 229

j ]
I ;)13 i )21
ke ST TV mioh 1138 T

trades since the early Ayudhaya period uﬁnﬁ 29HINA, 2543 16).
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Figure 4194 : 812005:34)

was orchard. y illage y i T ings were bamboo huts
raised high from the ground for the rreventinn of fimoding. The arr@y of houses was lined

oA TN L1 ST AL e 5 g

opinion regarding the gardening in Thonburi city that the Thonburi gardening style was

raising ditches which was the same as that of the Chinese in Guangdong City and
Guangxi City. Therefore, it is possible that Chinese people from the South China
migrating and settling down along the Chao Phraya river contributed to the successful

agricultural production of Thonburi city, making Thonburi city during the Ayudhaya
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period possess important products such as fruits and betel nuts {"i”“{] FIRATUUN,

2531: 43).

o e
i

AN

il

(Figure 4.1.3: Fruits tree in Siam from Du Royaume de Siam, La loubere)
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Throughout the Ayudhaya period, there were many important events
regarding the significance and existence of the Thonburi community especially in King
Narai the Great period during which war forts were built. In 1685, French diplomatic
missions consisting of Chevalier de Chaumont, the first Ambassador together with

Claude de Forbin and the Jesuit, Guy Tachard paid a visit to King Narai the Great with

the purpose of negotiating trade & ‘( ” ed up with the Jesuit's mission of persuading
senlszmadaasiulszmpase

| + i
“Kifig- Nar3 lhw the order to construct modern

FCpfuli, Me fort at Thapburi was built first (337 ganils,

the Siam king to convert
W.A.2223 — 2450, 2544:
forts both at Thonburi agé
2523: 185). After finishig ort.was named “Wichaiprasit Fort”,
located at the mount of &

stationed by Forbin Who

rt was named “Wichaiyen Fort"y
niral, general of all the king's
armies and governorof JBaggkol {Thenbur). \Shertly after that, Makkasan Islamic
rebellion occurred and wWas Quashiet by F s : ‘:i; bn in the reign of King Phetracha,

Thai soldiers clashed with Fre ":--t gldiarss the leadof General Desfarges who was

stationed at the Wichaiyep forf—THerasil ' ight were that the fort was completely
destroyed by the ;m'_-ﬂl;‘f left deserted and finally

demolished.

Ina !alar hme Thonburi was still an important city and the port of Siam

which was nﬁo%’ﬁ%%@ﬂw E"G']xﬂaﬁjd to Ayudhaya. Those

foreigners recétbied Thonburi as %angknk city” such as in Du Ruyaume de Siam by

TRRTRIFIRAN INYAY

“Bangkok city was called ' Thonburi' by Siamese but foreigners know
only Bangkok city as a port” (anfguud, 2510: 11).
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(Figuer 4.1.4: Bangkok city map by La loubere)

Nicolas Gervaise recorded in details that

83



"Bangkok (un4nan)) is the most important
place in the Siam Kingdom without doubts because it

is the only port in Siam which can defend against

enemies. The city's length is longer than the city's

width. The area covers no more than 250 meters.

There was a proll y at the side of the

main river Whigl _east and south

sides of (€ Eifyabove fhe moutiof tfie gulf of Siam

for 6 kilomaters e are s meet is the
cresce 1@n £ 5F i ' ect against
enemies g . Y. annons.” (1

[CERENTE

h had a fort. It was the first city

which foreigners must pass P&t the mouth of the gulf. Foreigners had

to park big vessels at the [ er and then lower a boat to make
contact with the T ;—-——-——-

travel further into s, - : o0 mal KaewKwan Market, Pakred,

© tniorm nim a00ut i ‘I embarkation then they can

It

Samkoke, Patum city, Reithakfam and up %yudhaya The importance of Thonburi city

was that it waﬂ«%ﬁéﬂa%%@%ﬂwﬂt@s far from the sea but it

could control 2%iver courses in cum@ct with Ayudhaya on both sides The description of
= TR VR GRS QAR TY DA G e
Thonburil city was surrounded by walls. The Governor's Office was situated on the west
side. There were V.LP. buildings, western churches, and forts at the two river sides
which were altogether called “Bangkok forts/ Thonburi Fort or Wichaiyen Fort". Between
the two forts, there were big chains strips fixed in the middle of the Chao Phraya River in
an attempt to protect against enemies from the sea (NN§9 NATA URINTIATIA UANIUW,

2525: 25).
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The geographic condition of the city is useful for the economic growth

because it was a port at the mouth of the Chao Phraya River. Therefore, people travelled
back and forth. Also, the city controlled water courses in contact with Ayudhaya at both
sides (§Fun{ y#F, 2543: 62). The first water course was the course for large vessels
travelling to and from the high sea for trade as well as it was the course connecting

Ayudhaya court to the South cities from Prajuabkirikan, Chumpon down to Songkhla,

Nakhonsithammarat, and Pattani. Apa -/ / the first course was a door to the East
: \J/, antl water course was the course on the
Bangluang side which conneete: & S on the west side of Chao Phraya
river as well as the main & it the mouth of the Mahachai river,

Tajeen river, Maeklong g “ihis, side of the areas was densely

populated by the canals : % \ t}r of trade, Apart from that, it
connected with the land g

o \\\
These factors contributed jo 'e grovih of.the 1

d Tavoy of the Andaman side.

I community as well as cross-

region commerce.
A .f??: 5 ‘ 1 A, -3

The aforementiGhEa=intcrm all showed that Thonburi had long been

a community of trade andyst en_a significant town since the Mid

Ayudhaya period. d

¥ J
ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWIﬁWEI']ﬂ‘i
ammnim AN Y



during the battle bet@n French ane 25e during :@ eign of King Petchracha )
AUEINENINING
AMIANTUNNIINYAY
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4.1.2 Thoburi: the new kingdom of the lower Chaophraya River

In 1766, King Taksin while being the Governor of Tak which was
situated in Pichai Temple Camp outside city wall decided to break through the

surrounding Burmese troops out of Ayudhaya with his own Siamese-Chinese soldiers
(138 1BuarFA, 2543: 132). They ' ards the East because the East coastal

towns were still a safe places com. the war."Als & coastal towns like Chantaburi were

_‘
1 tHE-Soullf or wmtﬂdia. Taksin with his troops
fought with groups of pegg \\ lime, there were many groups of
/ ‘ \\o x idhi Eiewseewong (2543: 132)

- d from the city while Taksins

convenient to travel by s@é

people accumulatior intg
described the time then ' \ - -
group held on to tie pdlitigalfc ‘w '\\ ning Ayudhaya Then, Taksin

’}\ \\ of which was the day Ayudhaya

was sacked by Burma. Af thal timgl Taksin b t'i pproached Chantaburi because he

marched to fight with man

could conquer Chantaburi & sin Doarded on ships at Chantaburi and
prepared his army and sucessfiliy invad puri on 5 November 1767 with his
force of over five t ;F“F' S e Ly sea. Ot O Noverber J 67, Taksin's troops won the

%nps totally. After that the royal
chronicles {ﬂﬂumm'pﬂmnﬂ65[ﬂr..ﬂ'lmm*:mrnﬂﬂuunuuﬂqumﬂ uaz

""““"”‘“"”ﬁ“ﬂ'%ﬂﬁf ﬁ*ﬂ’ﬁwﬂﬁ i)
ARIaNT TRV

throne and would like to go to Chantaburi. Therefore,

battle. They beat the Pl

all priests, noblemen, and Thai people made a
request for King Praputtachaouhua Phra barom
noputangkul (Taksin ) to access to the throne for the
benefits of the people. He, then, stayed at the

Thonburi court.”
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The reasons for the selection of the location of Thonburi as the new

kingdom are many. In miraculous aspect, it is reasoned that when King Taksin was
staying at The Song Puen Throne Hall, he dreamt that the former kings of Ayudhaya had
driven him out {miﬂu Anlanc, 2527: 41). Therefore, he decided to move to Thonburi.
For geographical reasoning, it is explained that Thonburi was small-sized and suitable

for six of his armies and the location of Thonburi city was close to the mouth of the Chao

Phraya River, making it easy fc N “ j-_ jvities. Apart from that, Ayudhaya was

damaged beyond repair aswwell e ol axplanation that King Taksin had no

%

| as
absolute power in the areas ol Avudhaya 4;! e decided to build a new capital
at Thonburi instead (115 @

Considegifa /// \‘:\\ firaculous factor can be crossed
out. Therefore, we couldé€a / \\ uri as a new capital might come

from many reasons. The ghaj .L; * an ri was small and next to the
d‘l«lu.i ‘\

river which was usefulfin I" . 1 ategies. Situated by the river meant
in

it was convenient for r -1 ga. In addition, Thonburi city was

surrounded by walls and -"ELE- And it was not far from Ayudhaya and
L= T .

Chantaburi. Therefore, they coult uilize tF 8s from both places conveniently.

@i were-—controv SSioRs 45 o whether King Taksin
intended Thonburi tnﬁ a
based on the assumphqn that throughout t&s reign of King Taksin, no royal palace was

built in the cﬂn‘unE} ‘%%E}a‘ﬁ@ wﬁe’]ﬂ %:k of a royal palace for

ceremonial aclities leads to the Euesﬂon of whethw or not Kin J Taksin really used

o Y LG B TIPS e ot o

Phraya "Chakri who gave an order to build a royal palace for ceremonial purposes

ary site. The reason for this is

immediately after his coronation at the new kingdom on the east side of the Chao Phraya
river.

In my opinion, | believe that King Taksin intended Thonburi as a new
kingdom based on the evidence from the literature of Verses in Praise of the King

Thonburi { Taksin ) as follows;
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Aausiag i ity
iatimdnnasl ATV
nadnaa il 59CUA
suLFuthund sinkaduasnuy

Though there was no ’ / dence testifying when these verses by
Cadet NaiSuan were com as assdiied that these verses were written in the
mid period of King Taksif reigh-because these. 25 depicted the cities dependent on
Thonburi. Therefore, | cgg l.time was a permanent kingdom
although no royal place

The mow

ghiing Taksin.

CE well as by King Rama | is not
unusual at all because rtly from the belief that if a town
contains something uns to its residents, the moving of
a town or kingdom is cOnsifleredias anG aige for the king to use. For example,
King Chaivoraman VIl moved | \gkor Thom after the war with Cham and
King Mindong built Mandalay a8 anew ki ter. the defeat of England. Therefore,
Iw. from Ayudhaya to Thonburi

with the reason thatuﬁt , picious anymart

it is unusual that <¥,—

Iy

as of buﬂdlngepaw capital at the Chao Phraya river basin

e ﬁ%&l’%%'ﬂﬁw gIN3
‘Q‘W"l’ﬁ'@ﬂ@ﬂﬂ UANINYAY

Ayudhaya was a big city which was severely damaged and hard to
restore because there were few peaople left from the war at that time. Thonburi would be

an easier place to defend if approached by enemies because it was small, therefore,

&
Meaning: King Taksin established Thonburi to be the kingdom that can last forever

and built the palace for the new kingdom.
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suitable for the amount of people at that time. Furthermore, the Thonburi area could be

expanded out onto both side of the Chao Praya River.

2. The location of Thonburi

Thonburi was situated in the deep waters near the sea. Enemies without

shtonguer Thonburi because if Burma wanted
// Jer "%ﬂ make a detour round the Malay
Peninsula for a long distance i "-'L-.::;gma er done before. Apart from that
a_River, if Thonburi lost the land

battle, it could escape by#Seadas L= h was the former base of King

Iu ated in the area of the Chao
Phraya river. Thereforé, it Va8 convenientifos t wk\ d goods transportation. In the
ade especially the import of food and
weapons because Thonbun was Hiot | a state for any production. The import-
export and exchange of ge 1 ats to get into the China trade which
was influencing Sn‘, .

in the area of the Chﬁ Pt

“‘l' he best policy. The location
niat for merchants from towns to
travel by sea into the Ctpo Phraya River 339 for Thonburi to travel out and send ships

for trade in rnﬂgucﬁr}{} ﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ‘w ﬁﬂrf}e\ﬁdhaya period especially

with China in U'HI'EIQI’I of the Ban PI&; luang dynasty showed the s g'uﬁcance of trade by

= QPTG ST PG e

conveni@nt area for both commerce and war.

Thonburi city was formerly a community which had prospered to a
certain degree. Houses were situated along the river side. Also, it had a shopping town
which could be developed as a port like Ayudhaya (3RAWIA 9¥nFmi, 2547: 267). It was
assumed that it had not been damaged much because Burma only took the town but

did not destroy it. Therefore, Thonburi was easy to be built further. There were fortresses
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designed and built by French soldiers since Ayudhaya period which was Wichaiyen fort

on the right side of the river and Wichaiprasit fort on the left side. There were also lots of

fruit gardens and Mud Sea which were suitable for agricultures for feeding its citizens.

4.1.3 Thonburi; the new center

Thonburi's shape # a broken heart with Chao Phraya River

running down the middle of“rect plan. Bangkok Noi canal was in the

north and Bangkok Yai canalwas in the s i, Waljaeng canal was in the west and

Talad canal was in the g / The city was divided into two
parts: the west side waz 1/ Sie g\\\\t\ s was communities of Chinese
people. The metropolitagfare -'5'-"' \ 8, Each side had three city walls.
Forrierl ag24ods 9 & ach side of the river and had walls
and scattered communitie : . In the reign of King Taksin, he
decided to build a new capital' aking further constructions in an attempt
to establish Thonbugi as_asGily Cel Phraya basin. Accordingly, the old

walls in the west -; “the watt ’—l:# ndary of the palace in the

north stretched to wﬁma :

started from the Wmhalie fort along E!an ng canal. The boundary in the west was

e ¢ o @%Mﬂ e

After cunstm;tmg the pa!ace by using tha former city walls, new

o AR IR e

2479: 78)

al. @he palace walls in the South

“ His Majesty the king considered that the
Thonburi kingdom stil had no strong city walls
against enemies. Therefore, he made an order for
officials to raise up the camps with Tonglang

wood......"



92
The new city walls constructed on the west side started from the old

city wall corners to the Bangwanoi temple and went round the Phraya river to the old city
wall corners which were the location of the palace. City walls on the west had 3 sides
like those of the east. Apart from that King Taksin also ordered the digging of a canal to
make town ditches along city walls from the Wattaitalad corner to the Bangkok Noi canal
in the west. For the east, the town ditches were made from the Wichaiyen fort to the

merce from China were play
important part of the @Stahisir gdom. King Taksin effectively
used Chinese migrants Mo f& = BEgnomy everal ways. During 15 years,

Thonburi can be divided in® péfieds < - <

TRINTIE

4.2% ',-'..:.;i.'.% e A Ao e b

AX

As Reiypcinted out, the effective use uf@iin&se migrants was a primary

factor that helﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ ﬂaﬁfﬁgn‘t‘.ﬂ ﬁsuch a short time (Reid:

2004, 23). Phaga Tak headed toward the East after fled with his Siamese — Chinese

¢ a s
tmpw ﬁm @:mﬁi rerlwrﬁe century onward,
many Tepchiu Chinese had settled along the Southeasl coast of Siam and established

the trading center at Chantaburi and Trat (Sakurai, 2004: 45). Chantaburi in the mid
eighteenth century was a Teo-chiu community and a major focus port for Canton junks
(Reid: 2004, 23). According to the Royal Chronicle, Phaya Tak had a ready amount of
Siamese — Chinese 500 soldiers with him {ﬂ?:‘lumﬂ*‘nm:\‘nmﬁ 65 WITTITNIANIANT
NPASUFATLTIUSUNYNIA uazaauN AT BTUINATINTISUYT, 2512: 167). Along the

way to Chantaburi, the groups of independent political power were surrender to his
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troop or willing to pledge their loyal to him, including the group of Teochiu Chinese who

were threaten the profit of their trading network by the expansion of Cantonese marine
power, Hatien (Sakurai, 2004, 45). The trading network in the eastern part of the
Siamese kingdom became great revenue to Phaya Tak's troop, with the great help from

Teochiu Chinese; Phaya Tak built his naval army and drove out Burmese at Pho Sam

After the catdBlsRirent of the ° 0 K ngdum Chinese became great
support for economic g : ight other political power group
and states. King Taksin ap \ court, provincial administration
and some were in the army. onburi and eastern part of Siam.
The economy of ThonBUri gio by Chinese. They had already
in the Southeast Asia naffrade tigtebrk défs and procurers for goods.

The flourishing ,-r #a Je < ned Thonburi to expand her territories.

The prove of her strength inréimarkatiy she ap be divided in three
\Z Y
E.EL ). : efeat o Bl@:liticm power group

Several fienlers of pnfmcal power declared their independency since

before the ccﬁ:ﬂaﬂﬁ}%%tﬁ ﬁ”og,ﬁl'ﬂ ﬂﬁBurmese Not only king

Taksin who wd¥ able to set up a ‘polmcal pnwer at Thonburi , they also established
QAR RLN VT A B eooe
of Pitsaflulok governor (later became the same group with group of the monk name
Fang), group of Pimai leaded by the Prince of the Ayudhaya dynasty. Dhiravat noted
that the political power group of King Taksin was the only group that had the most
support from the important Chinese traders and communities of Siam. (2004, 346)

It took three years for King Taksin to defeat other palitical group and
Thonburi became the new power in the lower Chaopraya River. Thonburi's ability to

overcame others defined the strength and the cerlainly of income from trade.
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4.2.2.2 The ability to fight against Burmese
The Burmese never abandoned his plan to force Siam to its knees, and
as soon as the king had been informed of the foundation of Thonburi as the new capital,
Burmese eager to strike back to reassert their suzerainty. Burmese troop invaded Siam

state for 9 times since 1767 — 1776. Even though Thonburi troop was forced to abandon

some cities, especially in Aze bility to fight against the powerful state

like Burma proved her stréng a powerful kingdom since the

beginning.
2 il -\\\\‘ ver over the neighboring states
King Ta gin w’\\\\\ hfrom trade and to ensure the
security of kingdom led tg#hedn@sion'of theeighhoring states.
d-l ! \
Hatien e

"n ¥ »
Hatien was a pe "‘E':- by e s prosperous from transil trade and a

major commercial rayte o King Taksin would like to have

Hatien in his ;, Tt WO

opportunity to interfeith ; @
ﬂ'% éﬁ%ﬁﬁw meﬂvﬁ another port city which

played an impdHant role in Thonbug's ecanomy Hatien city was speclal because its

s QAR P QA TP e

was estdblished in 1700 by Mac Cuu (Puangthong Rungswadisab, 1994: 2). Mac Cuu

W Goods source as well as the

built Hatien the same time as building other 7 villages to receive the migrating people
from China, Vietnam, and Cambodia. Mac Cuu was a Cantonese migrating into
Cambodia together with a number of Cantonese people. Shortly after that, he received
the position of Ookya and governed Hatien city. Mac Cuu built Hatien in a Chinese-
village style. He made himself rich from his gambling and mining businesses. Chinese

merchants, Vietnam merchants, Cambodian merchants, and Malaysian merchants
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travelled into Hatien for trade and gambling (Sakurai and Kitagawa, 1999: 155). Initially,

Hatien was a port city of Cambodia of which its governor received a Cambodian title.
However, in 1708, Mac Cuu sent tributes to the Vietnam kingdom while he sent tributes
to the Cambodia kingdom at the same time.

Being wealthy from trading and gambling houses, The Mac Family got

more powerful and created their own forces. Not long after that, western merchants who

traveled into Hatien recorded in 17 was the most flourishing port city in the

Guif of Siam. (Hamilton, 193053, The'pe : was marked by the production of
its own money for use T IadEG. THEE mwrgeaning economic expansion

requiring a money systeg® j e This outstanding characteristic
attracted other kingdorgg s Hatien. In 1717, King Tai Sa

ause Vietnam sent an army to

\\" as badly damaged from the war

* as not conquered by Ayudhaya,

this incident made Hatiefl redlize 1 irine ce a oﬂdreiahunshrp with Ayudhaya.

Therefore, Hatien sent its trib “':.. 0 thes aya kingdom also (Chen, 1977: 1537-
=
1538). In 1766, Ayudhaya.had prepared &

i e s e e o
(Son of Mac Cuu) >

Burmese armies hefnr&m 0

sent troops to attack Haué
help (Bussakorn Lailert,

and its economy faded

atien again. This time, Mc Thien Tuu
.,: gdhaya was surrounded by

: % 1999: 173)

Mac Cuu passeq; away in 1735. Hi successc-r was his son, Mc Thien Tu or in

Thai royal chnﬁ:uﬁq %c&fW"ﬁﬂlﬁw Tu was Vietnamese. In

the Nguyen Chfbhicle, it was recardsd that Mac Thlen Thu was appmnted as a governor
of Ha ﬂrw ﬂrm ﬂww qd}ﬂm ﬂ!rEj)n seal on them.
The drafion seal was a symbol that the ships were exempt from duty. Apart from that, he
was allowed to set up a mint to produce the coins for his own use. In addition, he set up
his own forces. (Li, 1993: 131)

Yumio Sakurai and Takako Kitagawa (1999: 173) mentioned about Hatien
under the government of Mac Thien Thu that Mac Thien Thu had his own forces and
troops. Apart from that, Mac Thien Thu invited Chinese philosophers to help develop the

Chinese culture in Hatien. The residence of Mac Thien Thu had the same practice as
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that of a Chinese court. Apart from that, Mac Thien Thu sent representatives to China

and Japan to develop mutual commercial relationships. These actions all seemed like
Hatien was an independent state. The economic growth improved allowing Hatien to be
able to govern itself. No matter the facts that Hatien was able to develop itself or the
Vietnam governor supported it, its prosperity as a port city together with its

independence and self-government were prominently noticeable.

Initially, Hatien was @ Iil. Cambodia with the governor appointed
with Cambodian title. Since %08, Mac Ci wtfbutes to the Vietnam court as well as
to the Cambodian court at the.same time. :"“h!tc: facts that Hatien sent tributes to
both countries, Hatien s 3 iLitself. Hatien gained income from
opening gambling hg city in which trades were
exchanged. Apart frogif thél fHalie “fad ple ofagricultural areas which were
abundant and suitable { ~{ for Hatien being bustling was
because of the locatioh offhefiow iate, ballen Was situated at the mouth of the
Vinh and it was locatéd & he commercial route of Laos in

conveying goods to sea as we ace for goods transfer from Cambodia to

-P-I-

. £ .l“' A7
the sea. In the eightgenth “ Hatien

, which acted as a goods transit
place for Southe 'y:_ ?‘“‘ Rungswadisab, 1994: 4).
Southern cities of Lac&uc as ,'Saﬂang‘ Seetandon, Satungtraeng
needed to transit goody through Hatien ajopg the Maekong river. This way was more

comverint oo} S QIRBBIIN T AER FpFoicn were Kampe and

Kampongsom 'ﬂecaus& they did ngt have a water route cnnnen&ld to Phnom Pen. In
additla wg] a ‘&ﬁ;ﬂi}ﬁén“% %m{lﬁ Iﬁ i]i canal and went
further 8 long the west branch of the Maekong River to reach the hinterland of Hatien. It
can be seen that Hatien provided convenient routes for merchants to travel and trade
with Cambodia, Southern Lao, and the Maekong basin areas. Therefore, the occupation
of Hatien would give the benefit of interference control over Cambodia, Southern Lao,
and all the Maekong basin areas. (Puangthong Rungswadisab, 1994: 6). The landscape
of Hatien gave an advantage for Hatien to be able to gather and collect various goods

from the exchange of merchants. Most of the goods were wild stuffs frem the cities in
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Laos and Cambodia. Other goods were from Chinese merchants who came to trade

Chinese goods with foreign goods here. Another important aspect of Hatien was that
Hatien was a strategic spot for attacking Phnom Pen because it was connected to
Phnom Pen by a river course. This advantage made Hatien very interesting for many

kingdoms especially South Vietnam who wanted control over the Maekong river areas.

created a close relatio

felng
il
1994: 11). g
Initially, aburi f-ﬁ '- Wer zinot in stark conflict. Hatien was an
S badis et
important market for King Taks 4* 3 impar "' ge amount of rice into Thonburi to feed

e Mt 7

his citizens and army. A always reported the access to the

throne of King Taksi -’—' gatvelytothe-Ch u‘.b‘ it was not severe enough to

cause a war. Until hﬁ por P@ce Sri Sang, royal lineage of
Ayudhaya to become the .Kgug by sending Iaigsﬂrrin—law (Mgo Nhung To Hau) in the rice

junk in 1768 ﬂm w Ez’rfta W ﬁkw t&lftﬁ.} ﬂs‘ﬁ failure. Mac Thien Thu's

son-in-law was'Killed and this anraggd Mac Thien Thu so gravely that he sent his army to
o RARIT IR TN YV e o -
1538). Although the raid was not successful it caused great damage to the economy
because Chantaburi and Trad were important port cilies, which created incomes for
Thonburi (Puangthong Rungswadisab, 1994: 14). In 1771, King Taksin finally decided to

wage war against Hatien.

Regarding the explanation for the attack of Taksins army on Hatien, whether it

was because of political reasons, the fact that King Taksin was of different Chinese
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group from Hatien, or the personal conflict between Mo Sue Lin alias Mac Thien Thu

(Mac Thien Tu) and King Taksin all seemed to be minor causes. The authentic cause
might be from an economic issue. It can be seen that Hatien was economically
significant. To explain, Hatien at that time was a most wealthy port city. Thai ships from
Thonburi or eastern port cities such as Chantaburi, Tungyai, and Bangplasroi that
wanted to travel to China (an important market of Thonburi ) needed to pass Hatien first.
With the ban on passing Haltienir 1 76E W ri experienced problems in sea trades

of Hatien or Cancao as a famous

 alta ck Hatien. After the successful
seizure, he declared thayfall figsoidiers yeleased C inese and the Vietnamese to
carry on their business'in Hglig 1haltheyshouldinot be assaulted. King Taksin also
persuadad those Chinese aj ; ha living as normal {1]1:1:111-:!'1':!!1?
MIPT 65 NITIVINIANIAS s

517, 2512: 219). This she

A UBZIAMNBIMATIEIUINANENE
Hatiep.as a port city of trade which
:*‘ g stopped by the war. After
and ﬁ@ly got Cambodia in his power.

ﬂ"u“Eiﬁj w“ﬂ%‘%wg 'f}ﬂ %pninted Phraya Pipit, a

Taechiew Chindse of nobility whorrl,he trusted to receive the posmon of Phraya Raja

son QAT AT THENIA QL FHRI R . s v

trustworthy man there meant that King Taksin would like to reward his close official for

King Taksin tried ;
that, King Taksin led rﬁa

helping him in the war. Another part was because King Taksin wanted to take control of
the economic benefits in Hatien, therefore, he sent his close nobility who was excellent
at commerce to take care of the trade activities there for their mutual commercial

benefit.
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We could say that when Thonburi took over Hatien city, its took a lot of

economic effect because this city was a great sea port for trading which they could buy
the stuffs from here and sell them as a transfer trading. In additional, they could be able
to control the business in Southern Lao and Cambodia as well. It can assumed that in
1771, when Thonburi took controlled Hatien and Cambodia it's become a breakpoint

that affect as a whole,

However, Thonbug that much benefit from Hatien city

because Mac thien Tuu didn'Mak:

2 ai:ect some people and took back
iwwould be

WEE;J this tributary state, so he

lo-take back his people. (W3r311

their city. King Taksin saw
asked Praya Raja setti

WIANIANTNPIBULT WHUE

Luangprabang, Vientiane
Vientiane De alé of Thonbury in 1779 which at that

; oo - 2 ; i

time, Lao port was separated img2=kingdo ich are Luangprabang in the northern

part, Vientiane in the,middiespart; and Jam| he sguthern part (43t 59A163R,

2525: 320). The ;--

the inside politics in bﬁ/e

2541: 21). Until 1767, F'ra‘\g Pra Taa eml-ge;e his family from Vientiane to the house in

Nong bua lam ﬂu%@%%ﬁ Wﬂ’}nﬂ@mnﬂﬁ 4, 2479: 178).

Prachao SiribunS&n sent the army tu‘f ght with h|m and it took for 3 years Then Pra Wor

s TR AR S BRI Y Y B B e

Eurmesaqanny arrived, Vientiane asked Burma for the army as well to fight with Pra Wor

:uf Thonbury is because of
c PﬁW{Jr Pra Taa (42t SsAnadn,

Pra Taa at Nong bua lam puu, Pra Taa died in battle field. Pra Wor, Tao Tid Kum, Tao
KamPong, Tao Tid Pom, Tao the main of Pra Taa's child. escaped to Chao Chai Ku
Mann, the king of Jam paa sak city for help. Vientiane sent the army to fight again but
this time Chao Chai Ku Mann sent the army to block them and sent the excuse letter for

Pra Wor. So, Prachao Siribunsan took back his army (g7ine §7A18m, 2541: 23).
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In 1776 Praya Nang Rong, the city ruler of Nang Rong in Siam connive

with Chao Oa, Chao Inn and Aub Hard of Cham Paa Sak became revolt. King Taksin
asked Chao Praya Jakree to go defeat then go back to Thonburi in 1777, At that time
Thonburi had a great power over southern Lao and North-eastern part.

Pra Wor has argued with Chao Chai Ku Mann so he moved his family to
Bon Mod Dang in 1776and sent the tribute to Praya NaKorn Sri Thammarat and asked to

be under Thonburi. King Taksin requite allowed Pra Wor to settle at Don Mod
Dang. When Pra Chao Sriri Been San he J t he sent army to fight at Don Mod

respect at all, so he sh ng Lan Chang as revenge. (W7s
TIINIANIANTNTITUYT U i 20133090 \ 479: 183).
King Taksi - \ e and Chao Praya Surasink with

Bhiao Praya Jakree moved the troops to the

north and Chao Praya Surase®:: i Bodia and raised 10,000 Cambodian to
T J"'H:'-f .

build the warship to.go tod<ang| Praya Surasink got people in Lao
and Cambodia for i— 0,00 pEopiE 1o : '4 go around Kank Lee Pee

g e
(WHVAH). After that ﬁanh' ﬂur@ainst city at the right side of

Vientiane, until the wambl&i?ttacked at thwﬁ side and blocked the city for about 4

it unt (R84 DYARIIATUBI Y o o o betonging and

armored {m"ﬂ"mmqm?n;aﬁu? uuunuﬂmiﬁm"umﬂ'nv 2479: 183-184).
o= QIR RUNAQAHYR s

rrulh_.r invited The Emerald Buddha at the temple in Pra Chao Lan Chang
palace to the opposite side of the land in Mueng Pran Prao then built the new temple.
King Taksin called the army back to Thonburi (WIZ$19WIAIIAITNISULT UHUAUANLAS
m:umﬂwﬁ 4, 2479: 185-186). Chao Praya Jakree took a lot of stuffs, armored,
elephants with people and royal family and also the emerald Buddha to Thonburi. For
Vientiane, now surrender to become tributary state. The army had reached back to

Thonburi in 1779. For the administration after that, Lao had a freedom to rule on
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Luangprabang, Vientiane, and Champasak but still had to send the tribute. {tﬁ‘lﬂﬁ

fsA1adR, 2541: 23)

The important of economic side in Lao to Thonburi is the labor, product,
and bribe in labor way. After took a lot of people back from Vientiane war was rising the
population which became the great labor for economy. For the number of Lao people

that got took, father of French wrote down that it was about 30,000 prison camps that

faulnBuninausu, 2512, 460
For the ‘ e 185, \| ant as well because of the area

in the north- eastern pa g \\\
he north- *\\ \

fas great resources for domestic

products such as beeswallesf 146 i N,; C -{- and ramie (Wilson, 1987: 8).
ﬂld-l \

When considered about thaflisfof thetprog !'i \\w d be sent for trade and tribute,

it could notice that there Wergha loLOlFSHOUtERG -; inCluded in the list as well.

The tributary less if comparing to state income.
However, What King.Jaksindfe€uSed anwel roducts for export. After expanded
the territories this ir“_—_':*' e to Chinese emperor and
other products for fr ; g hae msﬁ:\mducts which could be the
products or tributes from kaps (nif)§/ins duyds, 2523: 59)

ﬂ‘%ﬁ"@' %ﬁ@ %ﬁ%ﬂ p‘:ioducts since Ayudhaya

period {Puangtl‘”ng Rungsawadsub 1995: 5), when Lheyr got the marn north eastern
s PR IRT AR o
Rungsawiadsub (1995: 5) notices that Cambodia and Hatien were not only the targets to
expanded trading but ruled all cities around Kong River. King Taksin got Vientiane,
Luangprabang and Champasak in 1779. So he had a great power rule over Chaopraya
river, Kong river and sea port in Siam gulf which could show the great development of

Thonburi.

4.2.3 The Third period: the powerful kingdom
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The Thonburi kingdom rose to unprecedented importance as the
economic hub of mainland Southeast Asia in such a short time. The economic booming
had shown in several records but the outstanding source is the collection of the

Thonburi Royal Decrees.

Maijor royal cerem ri period which had been recorded in

The collection of the Tho buri- Royz ed 5 grand events which were
organized fully in tl'ﬂdi[lr ocies (LTYY ""k.EiE-jint 1 ﬂﬁ'ﬂnwﬂmﬁ. 2523).

Labors from provinces wg Tt ety ol ,: ticipatesinthe ceremonies.

1. 1776: ¥ for Somdet Phra Panpee
LuangKromphratepama
2. 1776: The RgVa Al emony, for Krom Khun Intarapitak and

Phra Chao Mara Suriyawc

3yal Lrermati eramorty for Mom Chao Seng, Phraya

/ -l'r"‘r o -
Sukhothai, Phraya Pichai Aisawan——

3. 1777 The

4, 1779: The Emeraid Buadh ign Caremony

5 1780 e Royal sefother of Somdet Phra Chao

Lukyater Chaofasupargﬂun C

3
ST TTTID T —p—

Making Ceremaly for the remains‘oi Somdet lkra Panpee LuaggKromphratEpamat

i ) G SR T 0 0 AR « 7 o

entertaintents. After the cremation, King Taksin held merit-making activities for another

3 days and celebrations for another 4 days and 4 nights. It was possible that King
Taksin organized the five ceremonies grandly because he wanted these ceremonies to
serve as morale and encouragement to show his people the reunification of Thonburi
kingdom like in the Ayudhaya period.

Apart from those royal ceremonies, in 1776, King Taksin ordered Chao

Phraya Nakorn Sri Thammarat (Nu ) to go back to govern Nakorn Sri Thammarat. King
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Taksin also raised the status of Nakorn Sri Thammarat to be a dependency and

promoted Chao Phraya Nakorn Sri Thammarat to be Phra Chao Nakorn Sri Thammarat,
along with gifts to Nakorn Sri Thammarat governor such as Phra Supannabat gold leaf,
gold case for containing Phra Supannabat and king's accessories. The collection of the

Thonburi Royal Decrees recorded that

King Tz aft g favednonay rewards,to officials reading his royal

command and to official ;ammand passed, on rank basis.

'\,‘
Mot only g@ndftaraman 23jwerehe .me moderate celebrations were
also organized where King »\ o ards, or food to nobles and

civilians such as Buddhis @t Pe ace in1777.

one_was the Emerald Buddha

Celebration Cere n;,-"_‘ 4 wmcn snoweag 1 “:‘1-, of Thonburi as a great
kingdom. Both foreiglﬁ and Tha aned to | ',; in the ceremony. Number of

people represented the ﬁb‘gy to control m er of the Thonburi labor system. High

cost of the Emﬂ %H@%@Fﬁ@nw Hﬁﬂﬁs and seven nights also

defined the finafidial strength of the Iﬂngdnm

ARIANN I NN Y



CHAPTER V
THE ECONOMY DURING THE THONBURI PERIOD
As discussed earlier, Thonburi kingdom was deemed as a non-kingdom

community leader rather tha o importantly, the economy and the trade
during Thonburi perio@™are-nothing f in neither Ayudhaya times nor

Rattanakosin times.

lude the power expansion, the

%\3‘&\ tors for the growing kingdom,

period. Later, the faélorgfSghvgd as-amoundalionyjondbe prosperous economy during

economy and trade™s
especially trading source of incomes in Thonburi
Early Rattanakosin pefloc

5.1 The expansion of the

5 © ﬁ ea lrade and travel in 1727,
the booming Chirtg iR (East Asia. Many Chinese people
explored into partsg this region to"Become a part of the burgeoning commerce. The
commercial trend durifigethe 18-19 centumivas called by Anthony Reid as “The Chinese

. IUEINUNINEING

Thonburi undergthe lead of palf-Thai, half Chipese King Taksin was
asoafiita bbabirinahidbeideld] Chirg bt bl par of e wace
mna( which was thriving rapidly in South East Asia.

In order to get Thonburi to become a part of that trade network which
was thriving rapidly in South Easl Asia, King Taksin made an effort to expand the
territories of the kingdom to other towns which were economically important including
port cities and towns full of resources.

5.1.1 The Eastern Expansion
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Cities on the Eastern coast were the first ones which were under the

governing of King Taksin (he was only Phraya Tak then). In January 1767 at the time
when Ayudhaya was almost lost to Burma, Phraya Tak together with over a thousand
Thai-Chinese soldiers broke out from Burmese troops from Pichai Temple and headed
for the east cnast[ﬂr:-qummamimnﬁ B5(WTETIINIANIANINFISULFRTLTUSUNINA

UAZIANNLIMRATILIUINANBNTISULS, 2512: 2) . By the end of January, they had seized

At thastir ifid8 on'\lhe eaSt goast included the areas from
Samutprakarn, Chonbdf, = aburi o Trad. The landscape of the
country was that the frght Wa; Ciete! z The back was the Panomdonrak
mountain range. Apart frgm fhat, diedes i e dow)ands and high lands. Rivers run down
from the mountain ranges | GG he Slam Gulf {ﬂ"ﬁ‘n? AaRLNAN, 2545: 85).
Chantaburi city was on the hid = Uth of the Chantaburi River. It was situated
down from the Ploywaenfhills Which we ea on the western side. It can be
said that Chantabg ry"“— oCat ;;f aen hills which was near the
e % was convenient. Therefore,
Chantaburi city becamegbe center of transportation and economy (AFANs aRlnax,

2545: 47). Fﬂ.u H;% %&W@Wﬂ'}ﬂeﬁs under the sea or on the

sea coast irgf‘] Chonburi to Trag, they sho d that there Was transportation and

o HHERTRLIRNEI U s o0

HHE 5: 90).

river where transpgaticn ant

During the Ayudhaya period, Chantaburi city was the city under the
control of Ayudhaya. Also, Ayudhaya had 7 other tributary states which were all port
cities on the Siam Guifs east coast. Formerly, Chantaburi city was under the
responsibility of SamuhaPhrakalahome (the position of minister of defense then). After
1629, Chantaburi city was under the responsibility of Phraklang (the position of minister

of finance then). Apart from that, the export and trade on the coast of Chantaburi was
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allowed (Adisorn Muakpimai, 1995: 167). This demonstrates how economically important

Chantaburi city was.

Cities on the east coast were parly influenced by the economic
expansion from the South of China since the Ayudhaya period. Many Chinese people
migrated and settled down there. The trade growth brought about many port

communities along the coast. For exampple, small communities consisting of a leader,

defense forces, and weapaon proies uch as Banhuathonglang community,
Panthong community, agd™Banna ' ity. Medium-sized communities were

ige sommunities like cities were lead by

quite strong such as Bapgg
governors. Before the el Oiay yd, these H uRities such as Rayong, Chantaburi,
and Trad were positiaf ' dya. Midhi Eiawseewong gave the
opinion that at that ‘Gbast were “natural governments”.

However, after the defq Se cities rose to govern themselves

and became independe, ' Oal leader for their communities, not

govermned by officials froml? gre. (Bhe same as other cities which broke

away from Ayudhaya (U5 £ " 143-149) and governed themselves by a

person who app * ’ y # appointed themselves as a

king) Srisak i*- form (254 fige) that the governors of these

community's Ieaderﬁem are
positions and ranks forgggyvenient adminigtgation .

AR TP AT BV Fior sy fom s

communities ﬂecause they need jood, assets, nd weapons. &yer that many people

AR PR AR B e

with p p-emes and food they could take control over big towns like Rayong whose

enlid people whom Ayudhaya gave

governor acknowledged General Taksin's leadership. Finally, Taksin's troops conquered
Chantaburi, the largest port city in the region.

King Taksin used cities on the east coast as the base for his forces
because the east coast at that time had plenty of men, food, and assets. Also, the east
coast had a fortress. The fact that the location was next lo sea was suitable for creating

shipping fleets. Apart from that Thonburi was an important port city which was
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convenient for trade, information exchange, and for joining the trade network of Chinese

merchants. Another possible reason was that this area was largely populated by
Teochiu Chinese people. It was a big Teochiu Chinese community who were wealthy
and influential (Sakurai and kitagawa, 1999: 177-178). It might be possible that King
Taksin needed the financial and force support from these Teochiu Chinese people.

King Taksin gathered mgre forces by persuading Trad governors to join

All Chinese junk masters were submitted

_ - - o
to King Taksin (WIt 1RSI Rae 0 7161 AMLASNTEUTUTIEN 4, 2479; 22), One
: e ————

of these Chinese : Tran- LiBmsdgochiu Chinese who later became
Phraya Aphipit an abartail man for King “Taksin economically and militarily

(Sakurai and kitaga ships and built more ships until

he had 100 ships ang y from Chantaburi to Chonburi
to subdue Naithong k' fatid h, he Went on to Thonburi to drive the

Burmese away. It took Pifay8 ekl St HISS00C \‘.\ WITTIINIAIAITNIBULT UURY

AUAINTZUTHIITN 4 fis to drive Burmese troops away and
restored Ayudhaya back while"Faksin hadiGained more and more forces at the same
time “ ' Vs

A oot e east coast at that time was
that those cities 1' abundant" WIth™100d, assels, [l- men. Therefore, it is hard to

guess the re al motivefofstaksin as to whether King Taksin would like to help restore

Ayudhaya o uﬂ@m& njgwr&l/] &@bﬂun which was a land of

such abundance However, consttiering his aglions that after qge drove the Burmese
reolod b YN T @i bbb o Blpees s win o o0
back tn Chantaburi as recorded in the royal chronicle of Pan Chantanumat (2512: 29-30)
that

"He was sad seeing many people dead and
he did not want any royal properties but to return to
Chantaburi. However, people requesled him to stay

at Thonburi to restore what was left of Ayudhaya.”
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Al that time, King Taksin might vacillate between the hard obligations of
rejuvenating the devastated Ayudhaya or just go back to Chantaburi to govern the
abundant Chantaburi which gave him no burdens like Thonburi. Nevertheless, King
Taksin finally decided to rebuild the new Ayudhaya at Thonburi.

The cities on the ea past were economically important fundamentally

and an important market forsGomMMErCs erchants from inside and outside the

country. The 2 spots wergserectfor trac ts of the trade network were

of Siam from Bangplasroi,
Bangpakong, Bangl ungyai or Trad (Puangthong
Rungswadisab, 1994 4F dpquered the southern cities later
on so he became morgd palvalil oreidhe trate 'y :— nork in the Gulf of Siam. This spot
had a perfect advantags vel to and forth to trade here all year
round with no need to dep ,r.r # o e other towns (U101 ATAAIRANA

, 2542: 177) .

2)8 T

& the trade with the coastal port
towns on the Indmcgwa peninsSUla"sueR"as Kan f' , Hatien , Saigon, and Longnai
(Us10un ATIMIAANR£2842: 177). Manygunks had to pass by these towns. Also, this

sotwas ol b oW e . ThE bt s g or s

conveniently as well as it served a8 a resting spat for royal junkg and private junks who
i RAWNAI U U INE A

The geographical conditions of the cities on the east coast also made it
easy for land trade because they were connected to inner Cambodia by 3 routes. The 3
routes were the route between Chantaburi and inner Cambodia, the route from Prajinburi
to inner Cambodia, the route between Chantaburi, Prajinburi and Southern part of the
North East of Siam. Both Cambaodia and the North East of Siam were the sources of wild

stuffs like Krawan and Rong (Puangthong Rungswadisab, 1994: 17). The way of goods
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conveyance was to raft along the Chantaburi river to Sing cape which was the mouth of

the river for about 65 kilometers (Adisorn Muakpimai, 1995: 167).

Because of the aforementioned geographical condition of the cities on
the east coast like Chantaburi, Thonburi could have a place for goods procurement and
goods transportation by junks to trade with China Apart from that, the cities on the

easl coast also functioned as a pl: for ship construction and ship construction

equipment (W] TIRAINUN, 253 s expected that King Taksin used this
place to build ships for -~i=*h-1.1;£“\:h fie wand for building ships for himself and
. Regarding production, Chinese
people in the area TE @ g/ At \orewing geppegwhich was an important export
product to China. Pggifer Was'; partant ‘\ exported to China in 1771 for 3,000
Hab (basket). This siilfivell Uil pcooiRwaR A% product in the Thonburi period.
Later, in the Early Bar pgriod «Lhantaburl became the largest pepper export place
(afms wanfiane, 2531f246) Aetsoa I Wes ol because of resources and products
of the locality that made (i ci fie8ds! codst like Chantaburi successful in trade.
The success came from the 3 2llies were the port cities where goods from
, ..F;l’.‘.‘ ts of Teochiu Chinese people
already settled dowﬂnd just comingte"settie down. ﬁlhe reign of King Taksin Adisorn
Muakpimai, 1995: 168)sihese Teochiug@hinese were experts for both trade and
agriculture. MQ nﬂ M§ %ﬂ @p ers for King Taksin such
as a rich Chm&se in Chonburi nafmed "JinReupg" who assisteg, King Taksin in trading
withﬂi\w a&&&ﬂsgamlgdrm %a1¥].ﬂ|ﬂea:h&lese who was later
appointed as Phraya Pichaiwari to take care of royal junks to be sold in other places
(Sarasin viraphol, 1977: 164). When King Rama | ascended to the throne, he replaced
the governor of Chantaburi with his own man. This showed the close relationship
between the former Chantaburi's governor and King Taksin (Puangthong
Rungswadisab, 1994: 17) and showed us that King Rama | saw the importance of
Chantaburi as a port city creating wealth and income, therefore, he needed a person

who he could trust to take care of Chantaburi.
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The cities on the east coast became the most important cities in the

Thonburi period because of the city ports in the trade network in the Gulf of Siam and in
the South China Sea, having the role of gathering goods from various places such as
Cambodia and Laos as well as serving as a place for ship construction. Although
Chantaburi and other eastern coastal towns had been used economically since the

Ayudhaya period but it was not u he Thonburi period that these cities were fully

realized and utilized in termsyof fra ders in such a "Chinese era”. Due to
n and those eastern city ports were

not diminished during thg junkSicade time pakosin period.
5.1.

Citieg® o ¢ ‘had\ played an important role since
Ayudhaya period espe @ifimportance had two aspects which
were
needs for wild stuffs and minerals. The
occupation over Cities@fithe Northerh s 3 for Taksin to take control over
the natural resou ‘-I;"_.- Hesals (13yiles 15atl, 2534: 22),
The important gundﬂer& WETE d'goods r-r:d as teak lumber, wax, lac, Reow,
Krawan, Frankincense®itaRosin, and minggals such as gold, silver, and copper etc.

P Lo ek i e o e, e e

on the Mﬂrthem side controlled lotg’of men who gguld be deploygdrin war and utilized as
a0t FEod ) Wi 3 i e 6} foh pefuirhern sce inciuce
Pitsanﬂlﬂk. Pichai, Sawankalok, Pichit, Kampaengpet, Tak, Nakornsawan, and

Petchaboon. This research focuses mainly on Pitsanulok.

Pitsanulok was a major city which was politically and economically
important since the Ayudhaya period and very prominent during the Sukhothai period.
After the fall of Ayudhaya, the governor of Pitsanulok appointed himself as the King

immediately. Therefore, King Taksin led his army to subdue Pitsanulok for political and
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economic reasons which were to destroy the strengths of the Morthern cities and to

obtain labour for Thonburi,

Pitsanulok and the cities on the northern side such as Pichit, Pichai, and
Sawangkaburi (15 188767994, 2543; 11) were not affected by the raid of Burmese

armies attacking Ayudhaya because, Burmese armies could not attack all the major

Northern cities. If they did, they wWei uge_lots of their soldiers before attacking
Ayudhaya and that would aiSe el Le gelayed and arrive at Ayudhaya later
than the Burmese armigs eh.2 ied ffomrthe.south. The Burmese armies attacking
cities because there was only
to reach Ayudhaya at the same
= armies attacking from the north
needed to pass Pitsaglilolffadd“otst.mbrifiern citieshand leave them intact. Therefore,
Pitsanulok and other Noffhaffigitiss wetélsill Strong and full of people and resources.
Consequently, after the fz ,r aveh ling Teksin needed to hastily suppress the
Pitsanulok faction first for te 80 and in need of people and resources
before Pitsanulo grewiSironc i w agsin first attacked Pitsanulok in
1768. This fight '}‘_ ‘zﬂ got injured from being shol.
The Thonburi chrurﬂe recorded (1
aumumuﬂhﬂnuﬂ:qdmﬂmr}ﬂﬂﬁ'uﬁmﬁ'ﬂn;qﬂuu?. 2512: 34) thal

WEINBNIWEINS

"The enemies firedgat his left leggtherefore, Thai igoops needed to retreat

ot 1NN IEUNNTINETRE

However, the retreat to Thonburi at that time might be because King

-l -
| T@“ﬁﬁ (WTETI1ENIAIIAT INTAFUYT

Taksin considered that Pitsanulok was too strong to beat so he waited for a better time.
Later, the Pitsanulok governor passed away. This opened opportunity for Chao Pra Fang
lo seize Pitsanulok easily. Chao Pra Fang combined with the Pitsanulok faction at that
time and became the faction controlling the major Northern cities. King Taksin saw this
and realized that he had to defeat the Chao Pra Fang faction as soon as possible. He

could not let them grow stronger. In 1770, King Taksin led his armies to attack the Chao
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Pra Fang faction and attacked other cities along the way such as Uthai thani and

Chainat (ANLAINTIUNTELIAITITIIININ, 2514: 47).

After a successful suppression of Chao Pra Fang faction, King Taksin
continued to stay at Pitsanulok during the rainy season to organize the country's

administration as well as parsuade illagers who scattered to various places to return to

Pitsanulok, their hometown. Fiam the 4ol the population in Northern cities, it was
: 000 people were from Pitsanulok.
. L Pichai and Swangkaburi, 5,000 from
Sukhothai, and Kampgg afiel Nakhonsaws aver 3,000 people (ANIRRNTUNTE
: mbers of people from Northern
cities were importa i XS = Cause p outnumbered the population in
BOPkro Lgver these cities to prevent Burma
from obtaining these cilles fEnd s comeldetr penial to Thonburi. At a later time, the

\ ame a power base for Chao Phraya
Surasi and Chao Phraya Chak w the Thaksin government. To explain,
regarding the iil” nl of the " " angna" official of Somdej

Krompraratchawahgje farulok officials were promoted to
serve in Wangna sﬁh as Phrachalyabeon, a Permarient Secretary of Pitsanulok was
promoted to receive thesposition of Phigya Kalahom Ratchasena, and Phrapol from

Pitsanulok ﬂ W}ﬂ&ﬂ@% qnﬂﬁsaenwkum (1EmFEEITin

NTNA, 2545 5—16} These showed that Pitsapulok officials wgrg supported by Chao

&R ANN T UNINYIAE

Manpower from the Northern became a great mainspring force to ward
off Burmese troops attacking the lower part of the Chao Phraya delta and protect
against the Burmese invasion in the Northern cities. Also, people from the Northern cities
functioned as reinforcements to drive the Burmese soldiers away from Lanna in 1774

during which Taksin brought 20,000 people from the north to help Thonburis 15,000
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soldiers {ﬂiz-[ummqumnﬂ 65 WILTIIMIANIANIN IS ULTAT LTS UM ALAS

AAMUEIMATILTUINATINIS T, 2512: 137-140).

However, these Northern cities were not useful to King Taksin for long
because the Asaewunkee war in 1775 occurred. Since this war, King Taksin needed to
follow the policy of King Naresuan by canceling the policy of fighting the enemies of the

northern cities and using the method of herding northern people down to Thonburi

instead in order to cut Burmz cas of supply and people. The King's order

-II -
(Uszgumamamznian S5 Wate i _ 1 FTURUAUNYHIALAZ A ANN LN

wu em back as

en herd the

people Dol =1 n Npuri”.

akhangawan he ordered the soldiers to

"distribute the laws to all soldiés=at Fthat if any subjects could not catch up with
-

their masters, t’ne e [ j AN 65 NIETIINIAIAIINGS

suFariuiudum a3, 2512: 107).

Aﬂa@e

exhausted from the Bugmase invasion. Thg Worthern towns were left deserted because

people migﬂdu'&tl Qntw»&; %] Lﬁnw gl:ﬂaﬂsiﬁperiud that these Northern

cities were I'E%blllt&t&d again.

ammnmummmaa

It can be concluded that the expansion into Northern cities of King

, No Lj arn cities became wary and

Taksin focused on the procurement of manpower and food supply. King Taksin seized
these MNorthern cities in order to suppress the dominance of Chao Phraya Pitsanulok.
Also, King Taksin, the former governor of Tak and once a cart merchant from the
Northern cities knew that he could take benefit from the intact Northern cities for people,
food supply, and goods. The herding of people down to Thonburi due to the

Asaewunkee war became an important factor contributing to the economic growth of
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Thonburi. With more people, Thonburi got more production labour. Therefore, Taksin's

expansion into Northern cities brought economic advantages in the aspect of labour.

Lanna

Lanna land was situate

in the inner valley of Mainland Southeast Asia.
The settlement of people Ve thin these valleys. The important basins
which were main basing oM bal e Chiangrai basin and the Chiangmai
Basin or Chiangrai-Lampe Af@9m..283aN8, 2544: 114). The economic

T

LannagVasl’ g "Blurma for over 216 years which was

fundamental was basg

from 1558-1774. Befor; \ na, Burma played an important role

in Lanna because Burm \t anna for its security reason that Lanna
Is

0. Burma could use Lanna for ils peapfe
and food supply when they came G alfack Ayudhaya (#3897 893808, 2544: 129).

For the Ayudhayz . ide griogh~no one in Ayuhya paid much

attention to LanngZ; i'dapture Lanna but he did not

govern Lanna serioﬂly. arasee gSakul (2544: 129) said about Ayudhaya's

policy towards Lanna that,

ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWIﬁWEI'm‘i

“The Thaig kingdom cﬂmg the .A
AR AU R ‘F]t%ﬂ ﬁr&i
to Lanna. Ayudhaya's satisfaction ceased at the
occupation of Sukhothai because it thought that
Sukhothai would already serve as a bump state

against enemies”

Similarly, David K. Wyatt (1995; 180-181) gave his opinion based on the

study on the chronicles that the Ayudhaya government paid less attention to Lanna than
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to Cambodia. The roles of Ayudhaya in Lanna were little. The reason might be because

Lanna was far, therefore, hard o take care of and govern. Though Ayudhaya saw the
importance of Lanna in terms of strategies to protect against Burma, it could not do
anything much with Lanna. It was not until the Thonburi and Rattanakosin periods that
King Taksin and other kings in the Chakri dynasty saw the necessity to conguer Lanna.

Sarassawadee Ongsakul (5a2R 8838NA, 2544: 130) concluded the conditions causing

the Siam government to expan

2f.the big lesson they

flaya completely. This
3 as an enemy to be
as far as possible.

@qies, diiing the Thonburi and

riadsneeded lo build many
na by conquering the
" strengthened the bordering
t th urmese.”

)

U

King Taksip first attackedglanna in 1770 with the purpose to get rid of

Burma and @%Iﬁlﬂlﬁ’& mhﬂ%ﬁ W%'Iq ﬂﬁl‘ all (ﬁmmnmm‘*mmn

TN, 2914 455-467). Howgver, he cnuﬂ not conquer Iﬁplaﬂgma: because of
R AR FRUNABRB YR o
King Thksin received the news that Burma was coming to attack the Thonburi Kingdom.
Therefore, he decided to cut Burma's troops at Chiangmai {ﬂ'.r=1umm'1mrmnﬂ 65
NIEPIWIANAIINRSUTRIURTNTUMBALA s s mR T B dwinmTBngasuE, 2512:
53) because Burma were taking advantage of Lanna in terms of location, forces, and
food supply which were abundant (FAun A3unN, 2516: 94). In this war, Taksin received
help from Phraya Jaban and Phrayakawila from Lampang which came to pledge their

service to King Taksin. With these two peoples aid in the Lanna war, Taksin conguered
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Prae, Lampang, Lampoon, and Chiangmai. Then, King Taksin ordered Chao Phraya

Chakri to administrate Chiangmai. Later, Chao Phraya Chakr persuaded the Nan
governor to pledge his service to King Taksin successfully (AHAINTUNITLIAINIITNY
NN, 2514: 487). Thus, in 1774, Lanna cities, Chiangmai, Lampang, Lampoon, Prae,
Man were all under Thonburi.

However, in 1775, Burma which was stationed at Chiangsaen came back

o Phraya Chakri and Chao Phraya Surasi
to save Chiangmai and Beat Ghiangsa WIAIMITNTISULT UeuRUANIAANTS

g
UTHTITIMN 4, 2479 1 . nWeyer c"*-“":-lilh a Chakri and Chao Phraya Surasi

\\\\
W \

w \ \ wankalok. King Taksin, then, called

gei Chiangmai back. However,

had not gone there o Pitsanulok to help fight with

Asaewunkee angmai again. This time, Phraya

Jaban saw that he wag
Chao Phraya Surasi
Chiangmai was damaggl | -,\. eserted lo save, King Taksin then

ordered soldiers to leave @hians

After “Was- congt e Thonburi kingdom, the Thonburi

chronicles recordeeaaTTHoNbE e pind artilleries, 200 horses, 500

families of Thai- and

|I:e%:f Sawankalok people (W3z$1%
WIANIATNTITULT u@ﬂﬂmﬁwi“umww 4, 2479: 101). Normally, King Taksin

exponced {2 §h) SRR D PHBFOHRHE cai which meant ra

tributary statéwould provide him with mcreased income from tn&:ytes labour, products,
R IEU MR B8 ARl v o Toor
took dVer Lanna merely to prevent Burma from utilizing lanna cities as the place for food
and labour supply. However, the conquering of Lanna in 1774 did not produce much of
a fruitful outcome economically and politically because Burma came back and
conguered Lanna again the year after.

Politcally, although King Taksin could regain Lanna the Burmese invasion
caused him to lose many people to save Lanna. Finally, KingTaksin decided to herd

people down to Lampang so that he could handle Burma. Also, the war with Burma for
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Lanna required lots of food supplies. As a result, the food supply in Lanna was for use in

Lanna only and could not be distributed down to help the Thonburi Kingdom because
Lanna was at war all the time.

Commercially, war to save Lanna made it difficult for both internal and
external trades to flourish. Normally, Lanna cities were an important market for Hor

merchants, Ngiew merchants, and Nan merchants who came to sell forest goods such

Lanna cities' tributes whichsmabht haye foresisgoods which could be exported such as

honey, ivory, iron (3 lg#t - 28). \ (Bfetg, Lanna cities at that time did not

5 in 1774 did not produce many
though Thonburi gained labour,
Thomburi was still pestered by continual
invasions from Burma. Annth Was the great distance of Lanna cities from

Thonburi prevented Th i from reap ppligs and tributes fully because of

the war. Finally, Thg fwas not until the Early Bangkok

period that the Thﬂuﬁ qove

tributes collection.

ﬂ‘lJEI’J‘VIEWIﬁWEI'm‘i

5 1.3 The Sautherrlexpansmn

ARIANN I URNINYIA Y

The territory expansion into southern cities were very important because

‘Benefit fflom Lanna fully especially from

King Taksin used the southern cities which were a safe place from war as the location
for producing export products and food supply for feeding Thonburi and its armies. The
prosperity of trade at the port cities in the Guif of Siam attracted many Chinese junks to
trade here. Many Chinese communities were set up there for a number of groups.

The occupation of these southern cities still allowed the cities to govern

themselves especially Nakhon Sri Thammarath which was a dependency. Apparently,
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the control over these cities did not focus on the governing but the economic benefits.

The important cities were Nakhon Sri Thammarath and Songkhla.

Makhon Sri Thammarath

Makhon Sri Thammarath was an ancient city and was important since

before the Ayudhaya period in of government and economy. Nakhon

Sri Thammarath was a_dé hich cooperated with Ayudhaya in

e — .
waging wars against Malaka _' : imesRegarding economic benefits during early
Ayudhaya period, Nig \\ oncluded that "The commercial
benefits gained by g d ff-\ system with Ayudhaya as the

alus from being a dependency to a
' d

fates which yielded production (115 GHLLE

center of trade.”

The mali§
major city might cofme Spe ially the change of international
trade direction. In order inerals, and some plants, Ayudhaya
needed to take control over £
WA, 2539: 249). However, 1n the lal perjad, the policy for Nakhon Sri
Thammarath &:M—l‘;# mic benefits such as tributes

collection and ECGI'E‘I'[C rone ﬁ

Duringgthe Thonburi periqg, Nakhon Sri Thammarath was important. At

vt e sﬂ%qugq@uww@q Y

supplles se they were not ryined by Eurmese troops like :w,ar towns. The oldness
S QR TAATI ALY Gl e e
well a8 for being a large city porl. Nakhon Sri Thammarath was a part of the commercial
routes connecting the South of China to South East Asia. King Taksin acknowledged
and desired it (Kuroda, 1994: 4) because it was a part of 3 trade routes which were

1) Saitakuapa-Karnjanadit route which was a route conveying tin from Talang and goods
from the Indian ocean to the central part of the Kingdom

2) The shortcut from Trang to Nakhon Sri Thammarath,
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3) The route from Saiburi-Songkhla which was used regularly by Chinese merchants in

the eight century.

Makhon Sri Thammarath was a port city which included transit trade and
selling products made by Nakhon Sri Thammarath since the Ayudhaya period. Nakhon

Sri Thammarath was the distributers of goods from China and the Indian Ocean to port

i Sumatra coast by their own junks. Many
goods produced from the Sauthern cities itn Makhon Sri Thammarath for export
(S \Buartoed, 2539937 200, imBOaNt product was tin which was later
exchanged for weapgas™rom Weste f - '»‘1 (fsuby the Thonburi government. Apart
from that, Nakhon Sri i@ afaltl pre ded and.galhered pepper from cities for export.
Strategically, Nakhon & . ant for the supply of food and labour
for war. In addition, t " Soulhé m cities meant gaining power over
other southern cities'as y \

After Suppressing iha® e Fifal” faction, King Taksin attacked the

; it
Nakhon Sri Thammarath factiea=in- 126! hao Phraya Chakri ( Kaek ) as the army

leader, joined by Bhra ad Phrayapetburi leading an army of

5,000 soldiers b ;- ﬂmﬁqm:ufuﬂﬁﬂ 4, 2479:
491). However, th% could ri@ammarath because of internal
conflicts in the army. ;TEn King Taksivaciing the royal army by sea with 10,000

oo BRI oo e

away. Therefdfe » King Taksin ordgged the land amy of Chao Ph e Chakri and the ship
=R FHRNAIA A T
Phrayd Chakri Kaek got the news that the Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor Phraya
Pattalung, Luang Songkhla, and his wife and children escaped to Pattani. Phraya Tani
could catch the Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor, Phraya Pattalung, Luang Songkhla,
and his wife and children and sent them back by ship to Songkhla land (Wizs19
YAAIAINGIBULT WHURURIAANIZLTTINT 4, 2479: 54). Then, King Taksin retumed
to Nakhon Sri Thammarath to organize the government. It can be seen that King Taksin

did not execute the Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor like other faction heads but just
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detained him and brought him to Thonburi. After that, King Taksin sent his nephew,

Chao Narasuriyawong to govern Nakhon Sri Thammarath city and ordered the former
Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor to be an official at Thonburi land (WIEF1IWIATIANT
nesuLF wHuAuRIANIZUTIIVINT 4, 2479: 491).

However, in 1776 after Chao Narasuriyawong passed away, King Taksin

sent former Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor to govern Nakhon Sri Thammarath city

again. Two sons of the fo ammarath governor were ordered to be
officials in Thonburi and Was Lige gﬁ into service in the palace section
Also, King Taksin pro positfon ofN3KNAM Sri Thammarath from being a major

city to a dependenc il moted the" atus of the Nakhon Sri Thammarath

governor to Phra ChagiMal : '~ ished him with plenty of gifts as

recorded in the Royg £es , uummufﬁmnmﬂuﬂnﬂﬁw:
2523: 16-22). ; \ \

However JP v arath did not possess full power
in those days. Apart®iro t = Gitibs u der ‘Nakhon Sri Thammarath such as

It
Pattalung and Songkhla hadifobe ul

honburi directly instead. In addition, in
returning Nakhon Sri Tha ent Chao Phraya Intarawongsa to lead
warships with 50 'ﬁ"—l:# g and Takuatung to serve as a
place for expeditiﬁn 5 uri as we‘%s accumulating sea forces for
guarding outer sea {ﬁ 1T, 2539, 263). The setting up of the palace by Chao

Praya .mﬂ %gtfga%gaqgnw@qﬁﬁ@n porance of n s

important ex rtpmduct
ammnim URINYINY
The reasons that King Taksin sent the trustable nobility and the forces
under Thonburi to control the tributes and tax collections might be two issues:
1) Although King Taksin sent the Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor
back to govern the city, the economic benefits needed to be taken cared of as well.
Therefore, King Taksin sent an official from Thonburi to maintain Thonburi's benefits and

reap from the city to Thonburi as much as possible
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2) The sending of the central official meant that at that time Thonburi

put emphasis on the benefits gained as much as possible from the economic trades of

the southern cities.

Before King Taksin subdued the Nakhon Sri Thammarath faction,

Pattalung governor and Songkhla governor all came from the relatives of the Nakhon Sri

Thammarath governor. Ho ey € g Jaksin had seized Nakhon Sri Thammarath,
he ordered his nephew, CH arz aWlon®to_govern Nakhon Sri Thammarath and

_ e -
sent his page named ° Chan™h hraya Fattalung {ﬂmumﬂ"mm? naen 53

FIANATIBI AR L i QA TNERNG, 2476: 260). For Songkhla,
King Taksin ordered @foc; : 1 Nan . \“Yome" to receive the position of
Phraya Songkhla. NiclpiFEiaW € \\s ‘comimented that

\

S et iles was an attempt

in the

iy which was to send a
trusiwort
f Thonburi to

glocal cily”.

dF

BRI BT PHRIAR T i oo

1772, Sungklﬂ-) governor in 177 King Takm ordered the hun Sri Thammarath
RN I TR B o e
that K“g Taksin was giving power back to the locals but actually it was in contrast. This
way, the power of the Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor decreased because Songkhla
city was under Thonburi directly. However, the relationship between King Taksin and the
Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor went well as you can see from the facts that after the
ascend to the throne of Phraya Chakri, Phraya Chakri removed all people supporting
King Taksin out of all positions including remaoving the Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor

from the post.
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King Taksin's expansion of power to Makhon Sri Thammarath meant
the economic expansion into maritime trade. Apart from his forces at the eastern coast,
the power over Nakhon Sri Thammarath gave him sea trade and more power over other
southern cities because Nakhon Sri Thammarath was a port city of transit trade and

possessed plentiful products (IS 1@u9#799A, 2539: 260). King Taksin utilized Nakhon Sri

Thammarath as a place for conj onomic benefit from tribute collection and
rice supply for war (W3 ; : ‘_nunmmﬁr'umﬂrm 4, 2479: 127),
without taking the proe Qrs for Thonburi like other cities at
all.

Songkhla

Son Ay eI as previously situated at Daeng
hill. Then, it was m coast of the mouth of Songkhla
River called “Son ca . The transfer of Songkhla was due
to its destruction by the King Narai reign in 1680.

Geographigath H‘- 1"' ially Daeng hill side was appropriate
for politics and € .f.‘"_'ﬂff_‘."__;_"'mj‘m Nt ' port city, suitable for voyage

o

because the inner beac saable for anchorage (AU qﬂﬁ
i

2539: 65). Apart from pat there were twa main water courses connecting between the

west of the ﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂmw %H]lﬂ ﬁm water courses were the

Satul-Songkhfd Lake and the Salbun- Snngkhla lake. The two maln water courses were
R YR ST TN Yy e s o
Also, the location of Soq‘m}nade it convenient to travel to other towns. Most
importantly, Songkhla was a free port which was a center of transit trade with the
Chinese people who were major entrepreneurs (#4131 qnﬁ. 2539: 96).

Songkhla was a port city of lrade. Its main business relied on trading,
not agriculture although the city could do some planting. The important export of
Songkhla was birdnests which was a natural resource abundant in the Kaeng island of

Songkhla and important in the China markel. Another export was tin which was not
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produced much in Songkhla but Songkhla managed to collect from other cities for trade.

Also, rice was the export product which was grown round the west of Songkhla Lake in
Pattalung city and pepper was grown around Songkhla Lake (mgﬂ qﬂﬁj. 2539: 98).
Songkhla was prominent in terms of commerce. It was a trade port city

since the mid seventeenth century. Songkhla was governed by foreigners who were

Islamic. Although Songkhla was subjected to Ayudhaya and under the control of Nakhon

Sri Thammarath, there was ewic that Songkhla could pass on its political

_only as the host greeting a new

_.J
Songkiia.fad In dependence to do its own trade.

"\ pethits-goods to Amoy, China in 1729 for

power independently and
governor (ENEME Fuiul) 2532
According to Chinese taefry
». perfed at the time when the maritime

ast Asia as well as Chinese people
\\\\

sroda, 1994: 3).

trade which correspogdec
ban was lifted and Chig#'t
migrated-tu settle down@ndits

In the rgioghof King )i _-v: 7 »1 e was subdued because of its
rebellion in 1680. Howdvergit revietl tsalot Ic ig after that. Nicolas Gervaise spoke of

Songkhla that “There was nocgihe ; & on the coast of this Siam territory but

Songkhla (Soncourat or @iRGoT] Whichiws owa in the country for its grandeur

and beauty exce u; ourageon li."* master recently.” (WITWIA,
2505: 54) m ﬂ

The Rrospe rity of So la according to Gervaises (2505: 54)

description ﬂn%ﬁ’ wrﬁdﬂ@ﬂﬁ'}ﬂ ‘jrade of Songkhla which

Ayudhaya cn&i not have much cgntml over. rn the last half of the seventeenth century
BTSRRI oot s
official from Thonburi to govern southern cities with Nakhon Sri Thammarath as the
center (WS \BuaAT9A, 2539; 256). Therefore, Songkhla was under the control of

Ayudhaya until the fall of Ayudhaya.

In the Thonburi period, after King Taksin had seized Nakhon Sri
Thammarath suceessfully, Luang Songkhla escaped with the Nakhon Sri Thammarath

governor but they were caught and removed from their positions. King Taksin appointed
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his own men to be the Songkhla governor. Until 1776, King Taksin appointed a Chinese

named “Hao Yieng" to be Phraya Songkhla whose title was “Luang Intarakirisombat
“instead of the former Songkhla governor. Hao Yieng or Wu Yang was a Hokkian
Chinese merchant who had seltled down in Sonkgkhla since 1750. He was successful
growing tobacco and trading that he became rich and the head of Hokkian Chinese

group who were influential in the local community (Sakurai, 199: 154). He pledged his

loyalty to King Taksin when i ayed at Songkhla by giving 50 boxes of

tobacco to the King. After'the jer OFNel .ﬁri Thammarath (WFEF1IMIAIAIINE

to the birdnest duty cagl L Eengh \\ Brdught Wu Yang 's son named *Wu Yuen

st duty in the form of money for 50

Yao" to become his fhe royal chronicles of Songkhla
recorded that Wu Ya
Chang each year and 5 every year {ﬂrwwzmqmr mn‘n
53 M ndinsnsla i \HB9RNa, 2476: 76). Therefore,
in 1775, Wu Yang weént | af rhunay ing¥ aksin, King Taksin appointed him as
Luang Intarakirisombat, the p Salian of S8 a governor.

JA TN

~

I

C rﬁl duty collector. The reason that
King Taksin was func#%ﬁu Yang miglil’be because King Taksin needed the trade

network in ﬂt%tﬁ% %E"ﬂi ‘wcm ﬁg‘jnigrated to Songkhla and

made h1msei1“nch there, it mea:}t that he must be a real exejrt and had extensive

QA RS EHAAGREAN Y oo

Songkhla under the leadership of Luang Intarakirisombat and subjected

1;——— u Yang offered to the King
Taksin, it was not mﬁh hece

to Thonburi in the time of Thonburi's economic expansion, King Taksin used Luang
Intarakirisombal as a great help for trading (Sarasin Viraphol , 1977: 163), goods
procurement for export to China, and for governing the southern cities. This meant that
the separation of Songkhla from Nakhon Sri Thammarath was not only based on the

politic issue to limit the power of the Nakhon Sri Thammarath governor but also based
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on the economic factors which gave benefits to Thonburi after the benefit division

among the Songkhla governor and the Chinese groups controlling the trade. Apart from
that, King Taksin needed the Chinese people who were already in the businesses and
trades at the port cities and knew the business network well. To illustrate, King Taksin
utilized the junks and Chinese people under the control of Phraya Songkhla to do the

junk trade for him apart from using Songkhla as the place of goods procurement and

W \ !and populated by various races;

| \ git dnwn since the Ayudhaya period,
western people alsoCa i nfalang. T st'westerners were the Portuguese,
then Dutch and then theé Fg =} va period, with the English in Thonburi

(Fetdais iz )
period. (Adusil T.'nﬁqum 253 -f.r%.-‘- i umber of its population was recorded in

1784 by Captain Jame amount of Talang's population before
the war with Bu :i'r_.l' 200t e (Adustl InGquns, 2632: 119)

Regﬁing h%r Phuket was governed by
Ayudhaya loosely I:pc use of the Ejtance and geographic conditions. The

s 4 31 PSR v s o

much. Land tﬂnspurtatmn was dlﬁ;cult because there were hills sutuated in the middle of
> QAFTE ISR A1 (e o
to Phuket took 12 days (Adrien, 1920 cited in s 1BH9#T29A, 2539 170). Therefore, the
power of Ayudhaya over Talang depended on how much Ayudhaya was superior to
Mergui and Tenasserim. (WS \Bu9AT29A, 2539: 170) This showed that the power of
Ayudhaya over Talang was not stable.

The main product of Talang was tin. Talang used tin in exchange for goods from
other cities. Regarding rice farming, rice was grown in the middle of the island. Lemon,

oranges, and watermelon were also planted. ﬁﬁ’uﬂ‘f} T‘H'ﬁﬁuﬂ?, 2532: 121) However,
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food production was not enough for the people on Talang Island. Therefore, tin was an

important product for Talang as recorded by French merchants that Tin was an
important product for this town to dig up and trade in exchange for goods from

merchants from other places. Talang's people all rely on tin for survival.

Talang was under Nakhon Sri Thammarath since the Ayudhaya period. In the

Previously, Nak#i hagimagath c ect economic benefit from Talang.

Later, King Taksin Sen ) Bpllect duty in the city in 1776. (1S

\BrnATed, 2539: 176 siovec Nakbon Sri Thammarath's power over Talang.

el

However, Thonburi did not bver Talang because Talang tried to find

other superior power centérs Which wiel e bgnefits, The evidence was that

Phraya Talang 'i- SENG Or Taran A'tiied to offer Talang to Britain in
1773 for prutecﬁun&ain 154 Jependence. (Anderson, 1965 cited in U3
Liuqn"‘mﬁ, 2539: 186}@9 Taksin calleqj‘hraya Talang Kang Seng back to Thonburi

anct exccufl] U B THRIIRT TERIR yiSorave Pimc (k. e

former Pattallﬂg governor, was sept to govern T&ang and be thtijpanager of west coast
+QRIRINTUNNINYIAY

Phraya Pimol (Khan) had relationship with the influential people in Talang by
marriage because his wife was Khunying Chan. Apart from that, Phraya Pimol (Khan)
was close to a person who was very politically and economically important named
Francis Light. In 1776, records showed that the Talang Department bought 962 flintock
guns, 900 Chatjeramad guns and Captain Munggu was the person who delivered these
to Thonburi, (fleyeyn AFUIA, 2546: 109) Finally, he was titled "Phraratchakapitan”. In

1776, more records show that there were contracts exchanged between the Talang
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people and Francis Light who traded the tin of Talang in exchange for rice, clothes, and

poppies from Francis Light. (Yrgayn AFUNA, 2546: 109) In 1777, Francis Light thought
of taking some parts of Talang for his own economic exploitation.

There is no clear evidence as to why in 1779 King Taksin expelled Francis Light
out of the kingdom and Phraya Pimol was removed from the position of the manager of

west coast cities but he could still hold the Talang governor position. Panya Srinak

one who could monopBifallisie iter RE"REVAI Goods Treasury. (fleyayn AiTuan,
2546: 109) After that, Kia (i3 "'— aya lnfarawongsa to govern the coastal towns

instead of Phraya Pimg Syhble-gerind of Taksi's reign.

In conclusion, J@lago Stahal Hpetwas N urce for tin which was an export

REgalling adminsirations The A’ ' had slight control over Talang

item of Thonburi,

because of its geograghical congdi

ks

The cities on the asiEa 2rn coast were important port cities and a

Al politics in Talang.

rest stop for vessel in Gulif of Siam. These cities were

3 pe ¢ i e b ey

interconnected ug "‘ : oS ———2

I
')
1. Out of the mnyth of Chao Fhrayiﬁiver passing Seechang Island, Chonburi,

o T TR W o s s

Sri Thamarath, Snngkhla‘and Pattam

Q WARSA AT HA % i YA ’%ﬁﬂ Island, Chonburi,

4 Rayong, Chantaburi, Trad, Gong Island and crossing the Gulf of Siam to the

mouth of river of Ranong.

3. Out of the mouth of Chao Phraya River, passing Seechang Island, Chonburi,
Rayong, Chantaburi, Trad, Gong Island, crossing the Gulf of Siam to the mouth
of the river of Chumporn, then to Bandon, Nakhon Sri Thammarath, Songkhla,

and Pattani.
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4, Out of the mouth of Chao Phraya River, going to Petchburi, Pranburi, Chumporn,

Bandon, Nakhon Sri Thammarath, Songkhla, and Pattani.
5. Out of the mouth of Chao Phraya River, to Seechang Island, crossing the Gulf of
Siam to Samroiyod, Pranburi, Chumporn, Bandon, Nakhon Sri Thammarath,

Songkhla, and Pattani.

From the above port. \ } / 'ants could travel further on to 3 trading

markets. If traveling furthep wault reach Cambodia, South Vietnam, and

e

China. If traveling further Southmerchants Ju_;i the Malay Peninsula and islands

in South East Asia. SoReTCule: Migdaman Sea headed to India and Sri
Lanka (8RAT WHINH \r omitbat, southern cities were also the
routes passed by goog \ to the Chao Phraya River such as
the route from Tanaowg@Seg@ MDUNtAN (BAGE Gross g into Kokodkra, the route from the
west sea crossing Tto Sogokhia;lakeis I \ olte from Mak Island and Saiburi
crossing into Songkhld'and'Pattah=(Bréadeale . 1999: 15)

s

"; ’ f .
The occupation of theSaaitiern ¢ by Taksin after the conguer of the eastemn

AT IR

cities meant that King TakSimrhad suge aver the trade network in the Gulf of

Siam.

Conclusion: The puwegwns'rnn of the ‘Elynbuﬂ Kingdom

AUBINENINEINT

UThe expansion in .‘[hnnbun panod gave both benef ts in economic and
@ RAGI AT HATHAHAG S 1o
From %thoosing this sea port, not only get men power but also help restored and
developed the economic for a whole period. Because it was sea port for the ship that
floating around, for market from Laos and Cambodia and the mosl important one was
the place to build the ship as well. Beside, Taa-Chiew people over there help supported
the king by men power and money also trading that would give a great deal for the king.

Al the main city in the south was one of the great economic supports

even though it wasn't really outstanding like the one in the easl. It was greal to take
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controlled all the main cities in gulf of Siam. Il also affect Hok- Keain, one of the Chinese

group in Sonkhla city, headed by Praya Songkhla ( Yheang) the Chinese who was
important in trading , not less than Taa- Chiew. Also southern cities had a great tin which
Thonburi would use for trading.

The other areas were important in geographic and resources ways. The

market and trading route such as Laos Cambodia and Hatien were all given a lot

advantage to find goods espet i .* ff aroducts which still wanted, by taking to

export at the main cities ab h o also they could get a great benefit as
well. So we could say that Wi sif 0ic the war to expand his power would
affect a lot to economicaie e " g lime that Thonburi has ruled over seaport at
the east and in the sg '- ) J'-._~= g him a great power beyond trading
network in gulf of Siag ; Ghln China. Beside that include
many lands trading rgilite Hetaldo .= stawe problems inside Thonburi
because he could taKe fgbdgand. atl ‘ 2 cities as well.

In the Headicity olihe nOfgrn < 'a = and Lanna, to expand the territories
for the benefit of strategy -Ef-‘ ‘ S as the most important. Men power and
recourses weren't.help.4 "E’F d begause they couldn't get enough

resources or ;, ,_J to other cities.

J
52 The wﬁ“ﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬁ*‘i’}ﬂw BIN3
q RRSATHAHIINY A Y

Revenues and expenses incurred in such period shows the nature of

Thonburi as a kingdom rather than just community. The currency also proved the

expansion of the economy during the period.

5.2.1.1 Revenues
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1) Incomes or benefits from war

Thonburi period was characlerized by numerous wars throughout King Taksin's
reign. The benefits from war induced incomes in various forms, however, they will be
classified into two periods in this topic which are the income from the wars before King

Taksin's ascension to the throne and the income during the wars of territarial expansion.

1.1) the wars beforé 5in's ascension to the throne

o : pefare King Taksin's ascension to the

throne could not then be called-"gove efllevenue” since the benefils were regarded

as his own persnnal -4 \\
PN f‘ \\”\

way against the Burmgse g ! . it

ier with his small army fought their

\\.

supplles and assels, as recorded

hraya Tak started to attack from
Bangdong in accumulz
in the royal chronicle that Fromitere, .- n d 7 elephants ("Chang Plai" and
1529
unnadungasujd, 2512: 60)

"Chang Pang") as well'a YA1MNZNNAT 65 WILTIINIAIAT
npasuFatiuiudunyng u

Aftgr the SUCCESS With Rhraya Tak headed towards the east
which was the are ' f‘ﬂ apanthong, Bangplasroi, and
Ban Naglue. At Balmlag e : rﬁned Klam pledged his loyalty to
Phraya Tak (ﬂmuny&gmrmm 65 vgr;mmmmrnmwmuuwﬁuwu-m uaz

nrnoe A VBT o v o

workforce m raya Tak's army. Qﬂer that, F‘hra a Tak and his army went on to Pattaya
o VG T A S i
'uﬂ.lrﬁ'm 4, 2479: 6), with occasional stays at those places until they reached Namkao
where "Rayong governor and all departments welcomed Phraya Tak's visit as well as
offered him a cart of grains." {ﬂrqummamsmn# B5 NILTIINIAMINTIsUTAITY
WuUSUNEIA uazaavIIBMATEIWINATENgIsUYT, 2512: 7)

However, King Taksin later found out that the Rayong departments

conspired to beat his army, King Taksin attacked Rayong city in response.
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After the conquered of Rayong, Phraya Tak planned to attack and

captured on Chantaburi. Therefore, he dispatched " Bunmee, a page, Bunrod Kaenon,
and Bunma, brother of Phraya Chantaburi's wife" {ﬂn-gummqmrmﬁﬂ 65 MIT
WA INIsULTRTURUSUNYNIA uazamumaTBTuinaTuNgesuT, 2512: 1) to
negotiate with Phraya Chantaburi for his allegiance and Phraya Chantaburi agreed to
pick Phraya Tak up in the following 10 days. When it was the time, Phraya Chantaburi

did not show up but ordered. his ‘men ing 4 carts of rice grains as offerings to

Phraya Chantaburi dicLaef2gf® pledge 2 'ﬁ“ 2 to Phraya Tak, possibly because
he might assess that Qi agfy =Hll withstand King Taksin's troops. Apart from that,
\ Ma Sue Lin or Mac Thein Tu, the

governor of Bantaymeas. e in the potential assistance from

Bantaymeas. The sendi By i "‘{' only signified a certain degree of

compromise. King TakSin di { ek Gha 3l mediately, as explained by Nidhi

e :
lagsriwong that it was beca ,{‘a ine Tal new well that Chantaburi at that time was
LR . : "
too strong to caplure, th e heledt subdue Naithongyu Noklek's faction

at Chonburi and [Gifed B (Brariaed, 2541: 144). Then,
Phraya Tak stayedﬂ Chonk i dminisigd@tions by appointing Naithongyu
Noklek to be Phraya An ratchabunsnm@samut After that, he went to Rayong and

chantabun @b i 4B AR Reh b wenton to atack hinese

junks at Trad #hd gained "numeroys amounts o gold money, p Jerhes and silk cloth”
QRS TRHAAPHAT I oo
ERl TGN 3 wﬁuﬂnﬂﬁuqi 2512: 21). After the capture on Chinese junks, he went back to
Chantaburi to prepare some soldiers for attacks on Burmese troops at Poh Sam Ton
camp.

It can be seen that the initial wars before Phraya Tak's ascension to the
throne was characterized by King Taksin's attacks on communities and cities to obtain
men, properties, weapons, and food supplies for his own men by starting to capture on

small communities like Bangdong when he was equipped with only 500-1000 Chinese-
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Thai soldiers. It was not until he subdued Chantaburi, a city of strength and abundance

that he had gained land forces of over one thousand men, fleet forces of over 50 ships -
equivalent to 5,000 men, sufficient money for building over 100 warships (Uszqu
WIANIM12NAT 65 m*:ﬂ'ﬁmmf:mmﬁfuq':r'nﬂuﬁ'u'i'uﬂqmn WATAAVHIEMATIETUNIN
alunNgasuF, 2512: 25-26). All of these factors prepared King Taksin with all of the

necessities required for leading his army to drive the Burmese oul of Poh Sam Ton camp

in order to show that he was we il enough to establish himself as King of a

and g
S\W//7
new dynasty. "/J
The incomES Qibenefifs fromwars Defore King Taksin's ascension to the

as his own personal § A’ | \\ \
o7/ % \\\\\\

benefits to Thonburi §

throne could not then bgs g since the benefits were regarded
i forces subsidies, However, the
er the expansive wars into the
provinces on the east

taxes collections as well z

\ xl the incomes from tributes and
_ ’&\3 *f

et
1.2) the wars ﬁ:""f*"t .n.f_

R ——

A i; ~aSceEns stahlishment of Thonburi city
as the capital, King Eks: ac sveral .'?E! s—almost throughout his reign,
including wars in protegti ion of the ngd nd wars for territorial expansion. Under this

topi,ony t@%g D)SARIAS I B AR Fomrin o e

ﬂer the sack of A%utthaya the GItiES declared thg} independence which
con Gy I RGP VIR ) BT e cr o
out to Brush his rivals so as to retain his sole rights to the throne. The important factions

al that time comprised of 4 factions which were

1) Chao Phraya Pitsanulok group, covering the areas from Pitsanulok to Nakornsawan
and Paknampoh
2) Chao Phra Fang group, covering the areas from Pitsanulok towards Nampad to Ping

River
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3) Nakhon Sri Thammarat acting Governor group, covering the areas from

Chumporn, Patiew to Kaek

4) Krommuen Teppipit's Chao Phimai group, covering the areas from Nakorn
Ratchasima to Prachinburi. According to the royal chronicle, the subjugations of these

factions were recorded chronically as follows;

In 1768, King Ta gattack Chao Phraya Pitsanulok faction, but
got repulsed because ¥ T-. *5 of GMZeePhraya Pitsanulok positioning them at
Koeichai District shot King_Laksm at his s "‘14 esulling in the retreat of Thai troops. On
the very same year, } juelling Krommuen Teppipit's Chao
Phimai group and Krgj

In 1769fChAo il 3ya PR AnUIOK Do Bd away. Consequently, Chao Phra
Fang attacked and capilirgt hery ith its inhabitants and belongings
to Sawankaburi. Pitsanulbk Jpeopla Sndisafelo ic: it people migrated to Thonburi.
Then, King Taksin led his hammarat acting Governor faction
successfully.

In shao Phra Fang faction at Pitsanulok

and Sawankaburi y— ,i."J

Iy ]

It is bejegd that King Tﬂgin had obtained a large number of assets,

men, food ﬂp%&]\&}% W@%Muﬂ% illustrate, the number of

soldiers of King Taksin increased,dramatically aﬂar the atlackvn those factions. For

QA NG UL s e

war a amst the Burmese at Poh Sam Ton camp. Later, when King Taksin attacked

Makhon Sri Thammarat, the number of the forces of Chao Phraya Chakri (Kaek ) was
5,000 men and the number of the forces of King Taksin was 10,000 men, while other
units of the forces of Thonburi were also ordered to go to fight against Cambodia. This
demonstrated well how many times the size of the army had expanded in such a very
short time. Apart from that, King Taksin always ordered the administrations to be

organized in every faction suppression together with the celebrations for people to have
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funs and Buddhism support for people’ morale. These events must have used a great
deal of money. It is possible that Phraya Tak must have used quite a large amount of
properties and resources obtained from the attacks.

Upon considering the history of the five factions which declared
themselves independent after the fall of Ayudhaya, King Taksin was the only faction

leader whose background was not relevant to the former ruling of the city. In contrast to

the case of Krommuen Teppipil \ ‘;"(' | f. @mmuen Teppipit had no background from
governing Phimai, his A L_.___:‘_,: oyal Gbeine enabled him to gain support from

Phimai governor. As for (hS.@lher thrge faphe Algaders, they were all formerly the most

influential persons in thef loeBiGumm \ hecontrary, King Taksin, a Siamese-

\\

Chinese Tak governgsf bedaad Thenbun Gomn Hleader on the basis of his power

\\\\\.

designated as the cg nify “hedd Jo eriBver other factions until he finally
ﬂ\ld-l‘ .
managed to build a fewKingtoni al C

accumulations from the east coast and later got

&7
The factors Cegtabutin ¢ superiority of Phraya Tak's community

over other factiong legeent and its advantages in the

trading. The geod !r l‘:# ‘to dominate the trade network

in the east region vﬁ:h

forth doing their busingsses. Furthermore, when King Taksin had successfully subdued

Nakhon Sri ﬁ%@ @ﬁ% @ﬂs@wﬁgﬁq @ trade network around the

Gulf of Thailawd where many junks passed by. Thase trades ::uy'rbuted to the strength

ARG 50 BRI e

food pplies and weapons. In addition to the economic aspect, King Taksin also

ere @ine&e merchants went back and

received the most support from both Chinese merchants and Chinese community
{Dhiravat na Pombejra, 2004: 346). This is another factor leading to the success of King
Taksin in suppressing other factions.

After quelling the factions, King Taksin started wars to expand his territories to other
provinces while gathering properties, weapons, and labors of the provinces at the same

fime.
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2) Taxes
It was assumed that the tax system was identical of Ayudhaya's which
was classified into taxes, fees, royalty, and duties. The amount of the taxes was
unpredictable because the economic and political conditions at that time still lacked

smoothness and organization.

i ..i;‘ate collected from the people of all

LDa mmﬂgrajanuphab explained that
the field tax during gted in the form of money like
Ayudhaya, but in the 0'the demand of food supplies. This
practice was impleme e Reign of King Rama Il which
the old system of

N, 2515: 158).

% thapplied (AHIAINTUNTELIAITITEY

On the con ,r —Suwit asasawal expounded that field tax in
Thonburi period by galculating with the formula of 1

people per 1.6 1‘,— 1{74; in 2317, Thonburi kingdom

cultivation areas coﬁre

which was 1 Salueng pe&rai therefore, ti’gmrammanl was able to collect field tax for

330,726 Baﬂ)%%’ @WE}:% %w @Wﬁﬁe analysis of the situation,

Thonburi pe was a time of wars, cnnsequent!y many grcrwmg areas were affected

o QRN ERTELLNAD P Y By oo

deserted due to the migration downwards to Thonburi. Accordingly, it is likely that

MAs ailﬁted according to Ayudhaya rate

field tax was not collected as much as it was estimated. Suwit also mentioned about the
field tax omission for up to 6,189 nobles who possessed 618,900 rais of lands—
equivalent to field tax omission of 154,725 Bahl. This contributed to less field tax
collection.

Considering from the circumstances at the time that the demand for food

supplies was high and most of the civilians were poor, it was likely that field tax was
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collected in the form of rice grain rather than money. The change from collecting field

tax by rice grain from by money like in Ayudhaya period was caused by the needs of
rice for feeding the people and for army's food supplies.

Garden tax was the tax collected from gardening, calculated by the
number of trees grown in the garden. In Ayudhaya period, there were 10 types of trees

such as coconut, Plukang, Thonglang, mango, Plum mango, mangoesteen, Langsard,

pepper, and orange (89 12601 ' 9). It was assumed that Thonburi kingdom

would charge the same_ 12 iten.The gard in Thonburi period were mostly the

surrounding spaces arQuuesthonbufi kingeem, such as Bangyirue Temple area as

recorded in a part g here was a tiger gorged up a
Cambaodian servant g = d Bangyirue Temple. Phraya Tak, then,
ordered Phra Chao L ukterjgr ntarapitak 2@ Rhraya Chakri, Phrayayomrat, and

government servants om that, the Burmese map depicling

Thonburi landscapes sjie Ju§ dwell-ain@mber of fruit gardens in the west side of

Thonburi. This meant thaffthe ffits" we ial agricultural produces in the time of
s < 2

hunger. —

Bird, Nest tax was the or ining-more clear evidence than any

figkhla, was appointed as a Bird

ereﬁhe tax collection to King Taksin

other taxes. Wu yang:

Nest tax collector %ing '

every year at the rate of 30 Chang per yeai,

ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWlﬁWEI']ﬂ‘i

1here were also otper taxes collected by the stafe such as Samapat tax,

R B I Iy e

indicall ng the amount of incomes collected from these taxes.

2.2) Royalty
Royalty is classified into ship royalty and commodity royalty (ANAINTUNTZHIAIT
TN, 2515: 147). Ship royalty was collected from the vessels carrying goods for
sale, calculaled according to the size of the ship—Length: 1 Baht per Wah, and the size
of the steerage of a ship—Width: 6 Baht per 6 Sok (§3ne] 53 aIR, 2525: 287). As for
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commodity royalty, it was collected from non-consumption typed goods. Normally, it was

collected from approximately 10% of the amount or the value of the merchandises.

However, it was possible that during early reign of King Taksin, the two
types of royalties didn't produce much income to Thonburi kingdom because merchants

were too afraid of the dangers from the wars with Burma to anchor their ships for sale in

Thonburi. The State attempte e ign ships to anchor for sales but met with

failures. King Taksin, thereig: to fdie® i ships at the mouth of the gulf to sail
..J

inwards to sell goods™® Bouri (7 iw& 2540: 91). Nevertheless, the

incomes from the royalwWas®plestmakly incieasing in the late reign of the King as

Fee is fees collected viliang by e sie the services rendered by the state

Suai is ;, Epefodical service of commoners

because cummuneﬁ’ni g uls # ice due to the reasons that they
i

lived too far or in the .cﬁe that the Statijlid not want much labor but preferred their

delivery of twrm. W%WI‘E&G]I ﬁn% the state needed a great

deal of labor ¥ herefore, it was Iikely that not mﬂy commoners ézlﬁlivered levies instead
S QAFTHORERF BEHAVTE e o
workfdtce control (tackled by issuing laws on commoners tattoos), resulting in little
amount of duties collection. Until the late reign of King Taksin, the wars decreased and
there was law enforcement on commoners tattoo for manpower control, therefore, the
duties collection might have improved than earlier. Considering from the goods types in
the categories of tributes and non-tributes sent to China during the late reign of the King,

it was found out that there were various kinds of wild stuffs in considerable amount.
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Presumably, they were parily from the duties colleclion, principally depending on the

ability in controlling men of Thonburi kingdom.

Thread charge was a tax for Chinese inhabitants, collected once per
three years. The tax was collected in a very small amount as a motive for Chinese

people to migrate and settle down in Thonburi Kingdom because they were needed as

labor there. Normally each.| grant must provide labor service to the

kingdom for 1 month per thig it opt to pay small amount of money in
place of the service als6. 1t 3§ inese had paidihe money, they would have thread
tied on their wrist sealeg yras uriaftunn, 2508: 169).
In 1774, it wa Jun obtaingd the thread charge for only 6,495

Baht (43t SrAnadm, ause few Chinese migrated to work in

Y

Thonburi, but becausedT hghibit kinades -\“ g \ arge amount of labor, therefore,
there were some omiSsigns Ot re o} Chi -!\-, e'in some categories or some jobs
which the State was laCki A Irotve e hemfto fender their service to the kingdom.

Accordingly, thread charge is = Dy the State much more than Iabur..

Peraining to fhe overall ioneg-above, it could be concluded

that they did not fy; uce a large ,.3:';11- they were not fully collected
like in Ayudhaya peBd duetot ems prevénting the people from doing their

AUEINENTNYINS
BV 9V ab 1B (VN 1iaE: L

Chinese would get a receipt indicaling descriptions regarding name, appearances,

blemishes, and residence. For the thread tied on the left wrist, it could be removed after
the official period of validation. *Later in Rattanakosin period, the income from the
Chinese thread charge became important revenue because Thonburi declared open
policy for Chinese, therefore, many Chinese migrated into the kingdom. In 1834, the

kingdom obtained the income from thread charge up to 40,252 Baht.
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jobs as usual. In addition, the unrests made it difficult for the kingdom to organize their

administrations as well as to solve the hunger problem. These factors contributed to the

less income from the taxes than those collected in other periods.

3) Tributes

Tributes information during Thonburi period was not much recorded in

history. The importance of the§
kingdom was not only aboutthe enhanceintome .gae imperial power of King Taksin but
also about the men fof€ES I0ihoth omp s(Cial and supplies purposes. For instance,

during the Asaewunkeg war-free provinces on the southern

and east coast to sug / \\\Q\\\ during war which consumed too

ko n Sri Thammarat for 600 carts of

much food supplies fg »\ \
rice, Pattalung, Chaiyaga ntal #,T e each. If the tribute states did not
have rice, they had 10 sghcimpngy insiead alsulating 5 Tamlueng for a cart of rice

grain and 10 Tamluer fof a cafil riceday s 191INFIEULT AUANAANTTLTY
ul s |4 4

$1970 4, 2479: 127). LA

b . J"‘ i_r ‘rl . & ¥ &

All.the g sSUmmaonea pplies. were all provincial towns, not

dependencies. EV L,, ised to be a dependency.

oy

{ﬂ:ﬂnmmummﬁnﬁ; 85 Hrﬂimmwmwﬁw‘?‘aﬁunuﬁuwmn UAZAANNIEINR

e HE AREN INE NI

“Tani mhat}tants pledgad their allegiance

q TV QEIHEL S BN 2

money, and Yakkatra city offered the king 10

ahﬁ recorded in the royal chronicle

guns.”

For the part in the royal chronicle stating that Yakkatra city offered the
king 10 guns, the Yakkatra city meant the Dutch East India Trade Company which did
businesses with Thonburi Kingdom. As a matter of fact, Thonburi bought 1,000 guns
from the Dutch East India Trade Company and the company asked Thonburi to pay in
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the forms of Sappan wood and wax. It was possible that the 10 guns might be gifts sent

before the same.way as Thonburi sent them tusks as a gift. The royal chronicle,
however, indicated Yakkatra city or Pattavia as a tribute state. Therefore, it meant that it

was one of the traditional writing styles to praise a king in the royal chronicle.

Overall, it can be concluded that the incomes of Thonburi Kingdom

depended on the situations in

make a living from trades With farei uding both import and export like in
Ayudhaya and Rattanakosinemperiods. A -ltL- was because the government
system and the mer gofial Wwerd fo lota led, resulting in not much fruitful

incomes from agricu WConsequently, the main incomes

were from wars and les and Stupas in the early phase
until later on that the cg \ ted more incomes. In conclusion,
the main revenues i Tgbniglii. period. S8 0L incomes from wars, incomes from

treasure excavation fror

s, and income from commercial trades.

ies and Stupas
\7 Y}
The Eaéu =R ls ples ad Stupas was another important
incident occurred in the garly Thonburi pegiod, the time when King Taksin had to feed

—_— .ﬂhwws@m (TEIEY, - S———

fighting II'I . The effort in the.feestabrlshmﬂt of the davas%[ed kingdom meant a
AR BRNAL I v o

dua to the difficulties in trade, agriculture, and taxes. Therefore, the fastest way to
acquire money at that time while at the same time revive the economy by creating
working capital was to excavate the treasure from temples and Stupas, including the
properties buried by the citizens when they were escaping from the Burmese invaders.
Some historians attributed the improved economic conditions of Thonburi kingdom in
the early phase to the money via the excavation from temples and Stupas {ﬁ.lﬂ. \ATIR,

2543: 327).
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A part in the French missionary notes by Monsieur Corre was recorded in
a letter to Monsieur Mathon describing the aforementioned method of finding money as
follows [ﬂf:';‘[llmﬁ"l'?l'l"lfﬂ"lﬁﬂ 39 "lHHH"IHIMB]]'BQ‘H’Jﬂﬂmtﬂﬂﬂuﬁ‘}ﬂdhlﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂuﬂﬁ%
n;-urf'mqumnwu&iuiuw::rﬁ'-lmnﬁ’ﬂﬁﬁun%an;qﬁuq?uﬂzn?ﬁnﬂniuﬂfmuiu, 2512:
85-86),

3 held some beliefs

that they_ Sl Lt 4 I parts of
: hesl, and feet. Also,
N b\;‘?“ ipas. more than
, N\\\} pa, 5 jars

\ . e und. Any

E \ \_‘-\ ere diligent
sﬂ bundant like it
of the Burmese.
g grabbed a
I;‘ﬁ rice of
ere f-'" furnaces

for mw! Buddha i rmages with pieces of

A SR N IR

than a chimney. Ttie capital city &f Siam mciudma’

A RN HER RN U

more like a big field being messily dug up all

around.”

Monetheless, the treasure excavation contributed to the improved
economic conditions of Thonburi kingdom for the first two to three years only because
the money received from digging treasure out in the first phase was gone from the

economic system. The causes of such short-term economic revival were probably the
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little values of those treasures in comparison with considerable needs of use for

expenses in the first phase. Another cause was the economic recession in Thonburi
kingdom as people were not able to make their living by normal means due to
agricultural problems and relentless wars. Also, another factor was the State policy.
Though the French priest recorded the events at that time that "Lots of people died
because the money contained in the Stupas were all used up.” {1]1:1Hmm".-mm'1n1'"|

Fiench missionary recorded which
was 1" November 17§68, iff gednt thak the\ r nd gold dug up by Chinese from

termples and Stupa e firsf phabes \was the \ ant factor in economic circulation

In the I8 i oerid e pAeridmenon of treasure excavation from

temples and Stupas happe This time, the State acquired the income
i - -

from charging the fees fordigging g th as buried in the grounds of Ayudhaya.

In 1771, a noblé ;"‘.T'-'.‘-"T'f:i:-’-"'-"?'""'“ ***** ‘.i monopoly for the treasure
i o

excavation which hﬂna anmin return. (U8 \BE0ATA, 2541

327) Although this argnunt of income was not much, it showed a source of incomes

A LU DRI NN T

Regardlng the tregsure excavahon from temples and Stupas in early
6 Lo DAL A3 K LU AL S N
the diging up. However, the properties unearthed would belong to the State or the
State granted concession to Chinese to excavate the treasures which Chinese had to
pay the fees, like in the late reign of King Taksin.

Although the treasure excavation from temples and Stupas occurred
obviously only in early reign of King Taksin and the bidding for the excavation rights
happened in the late reign, actually the digging up was conducted throughout the reign

but just not as much as in the early time. According to the descriptions by a Danish
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traveler to Ayudhaya in 1772, he wrote about the treasure excavation in the big temples

and palace remains. (W398, 2528: 60-64) This demonstrated that the incomes from
temples and Stupas did not all disappear as the French missionary comprehended in
his record, but they were the benefits utilized by the State from time to time—in the early
reign, there were many needs, therefore, these type of assets were highly used. Later,

the State received the incomes from other sources, consequently, the treasure

cnsrderably high as King Taksin

needed to use them40 rgélo s b solve the problems.

g - S
|- '!" R ——— ——————— 41

s
The fighting 1nciudﬁ s : (ﬁlarritorial expansion, totaling 19

roughout King Taksin's reign.

times, exclusive of a nfmber of wars bet%rs his ascension to the throne. As a result, the

war-related %ﬁc@ I‘H@%@W E’sﬁﬂ %rs included the high costs

of many wea ns, food suppllas?lhe cnnstmctmn of the fortifi catmns and camps, and
"‘Bﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ"@ﬁ‘%@ﬁﬂmﬂﬂma t

1.1) weapons

Weapons were the necessity for waging wars, probably the highest cost
of all the expenses because the weapons and the materials in making the weapons
were imported goods in the highest amount. The royal chronicle in Thonburi period
recorded the purchase of flintlock for 3 times: 2200 flintlock in 1770, 6,000 flintlocks in

- -
1776, and 10,000 flintlock in 1777 {ﬂi:'WHQH"I'M"ITn"IHﬂ 65 “m“ﬂﬂ"l'iﬁqfnﬂﬂu”f
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ATURUUNYUIA UBZSANNIMATIBIUTINATENGISUYT, 2512: 94), for the price of 12

Baht each, altogether amounting to 218,000 Baht .( qine Sse1adms, 2525: 210) In
addition to the findings in the royal chronicle, in 1769, according to the records by the
Dutch East India Trade Company, Okyapipattakosa of Thonburi kingdom ordered the
purchase of 1,000 guns. (579m tu fleunss, 2529: 38-39) The contact with the Dutch
East India Trade Company for the purchase of guns continued throughout King Taksin's

(pense because each time of wars
\ agricultural sectors and food
g Asaewunkee war, King Taksin
ordered the provinces | i \ bute states did not have rice, they
\ provinces on the southern coast for
rice provision becaus at \ time. In this Asaewunkee war, Chao
Phraya Chakri and Chao Phrz ""?‘tt tirasit abandon Pitsanulok due to food supplies

A

shortages and soldier aesngssuFariuaudanszunis i
4, 2479 146). ACCS@MGIy-DUymgTice-for-foot-Supplis Ii%s]in such a high rice shortages
situation cost the ﬁly : gﬁ the State had to pay for food
supplies during Wﬂl’tlﬂ‘l?f r 360,000 - 84 Baht per year.

ﬂ‘lJEl’J“ﬂWlﬁWEl']ﬂ‘i

Uthe rewards to spldiers and anstccrats were a necessary expense

o RWERINTRANG TR s e
fhorale and encouragements had to be always boosted. In the royal chronicle, it

was recorded that most rewards were given to army generals such as guns, horses,
Khab cloth, San cloth, etc. For example, King Taksin granted his royal horse and royal
gun as rewards to Chao Phraya Chakri, granted 2 guns to Chao Phraya Surasi and Chao
Phraya Sawankalok {HT.‘:H'!HQH'!’M"I?HT#‘EHH? ﬁﬁﬂﬂhlﬁiﬂf:ﬂi‘uﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁ 4, 2479: 95).
As for soldiers or noblemen in lower ranks, King Taksin would give money or rice for

sustain. To illustrate, King Taksin gave rice grains to sons and wives of government
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servants in defense and civil departments who accompanied him during the war at

Nakorn Sri Thammarat (WSES INIANIANSNTISULT AUTLEMBANTELINI T 4, 2479: 55).
Also, King Taksin gave 325 Chang of money as rewards to masters and commoners
who were the first to penetrate Putthaimat city.

Apart from conferring the rewards to nobles and soldiers, King Taksin

also had to grant recompenses to governors or community leaders capitulating to him.

community leader, was designated as

Phraya Anuratchaburisrimiah i granted a silver sword, a 9 buttons

gems. In addition to giwft | 15 1a soldiers andharistocrats, King Taksin also needed
to give some money iliiansof the canquereticities. For instance, King Taksin
he population in Chonburi free of

charge. Also, he distgbule 16 0Q0 .' npgmai people and released some

enses in-purehasing food for free distribution to civilians

..; J personal money in purchasing
food and clothes ﬁ free e : eopﬂin order to boost morale and
encouragements. The,pablem of hunger.gad been accumulating even before the sack

o A,,udha,ﬂ%gq SARN S-b BJ RN escaring re Burmese.

order to gath all these people back, king Talgn needed som&}ﬂng attractive enough
=R AR B HAAGN AR o vt
labors¥or work. One of the methods was giving clothes and food and many starved and
destitute civilians came to receive his grants. The royal chronicle recorded that the
number of those civilians reached over 10,000 people [ﬂr:qummmrmnﬂ B5 WIzT1
WIANIMINPFNFATURUTUNYIA  uazsamnamasedwinaiangasu, 2512: 30)
when the price of rice soared up to 5 Baht per barrel while the price of rice was only 10
Baht per cart in Ayudhaya times. (§inel SsA1adms, 2525: 200) Apart from distributing

rice to his people, he also had to boost the morale of his army by giving a barrel of rice
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to every soldier. The problems of hunger and food shortages were seriously big

problems in Thonburi period owing to the difficulties in farming. Contemporary evidence
mentioned that the problem of starvation affected the people a lot. A French missionary
stated about this hunger issue that “All civilians and subjects were affected seriously.
Many people died each day due to the most abject conditions of food scarcity.” [1]1:.1:1
WANMZNAT 39 AAUNILINATBIND m:mnum«&di"-amﬁqﬁ‘nmn%mzqd'mqﬁmﬁﬁu

Infunimeusiu, 2512: 91)
w72

ants 1 by said about the starvation and food

uHUAUNTZIA NI MITUATINg
expensiveness that villages<hag to sustainstheir lives by digging up potato bulbs and

SR i tia 1:1u5] Turin (A3uLk, 2522: 206)
3 f ",' s " \ \ mmatﬁﬂaﬂy
that il bglfangie o wa&nk \ the market,

making poféto buiss: 1 | and asparagus
%

taro bulbs as well as cal

recorded the incide

A time. Most people

gases. More

F#izheimer

sengiBly, finally

bEECIi"I'Ii‘S demented.”

ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWlﬁWEI'm‘i

Thls problem of starvation needﬂm be tackled rn;::-tlyr because these

SWQ'WPM R Fi R RB &Hﬂ S Wil

f&l‘.‘.]LII tremendous loads of workforce. King Taksin's great concern over this problem

. . o
was demonstrated well in the royal chronicle {ﬂrzjuwamqmmﬁnﬁ 65 wizT
waAmmnsuyFaiuTusunYIIA wasammnnmRIeduIwaiungasuLd, 2512: 31) in

which he uttered that

"Anyone or anything whether it be a

magical angel who can conjured up the
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abundance of food and the happiness of the

world creatures, even if he wishes one of my arm,

| will cut it out for him honestly and truthfully.”

In addition to the hunger problem, the problem of rice corruption for

personal sale also occurred. For instance, in 1775, a servant of Luang Intaratep told
King Taksin that Luang Intacat
distribute the rice to the ‘amm)

' royal rice at Chang, Tak but he didn't
v He &_,Phrayannnt and sent the money from
— . — J
selling rice to his wife."KiRG TEkSin, tHe m“.ihipping of 100 times, 10 times of
rice fine, and the positien s \ as.a.war for him to compensate for his

guilt. (Uszgumenna L yFaluiudunyuaa uazanusy

WA TUINATN 75 ] 5= \\\
W7k ﬁp_\ _.

- b LI ":_ [ r=) '-\
food and distributing thg )-hig peop *\\\_‘
v 4

e conflict between King Taksin and

problems by purchasing rice and
0 his soldiers for food supplies in
wars like in 1770 was™lu

Mac thien tu, the goverrior 8&E atien) which hindered the importation of

rice from Putthamat ci d and destroyed Chantaburi and Trad

completely, ;;"— inces-on-the-east-eoastutable 10 do trades or import rice

e

from other places. ms obs n@ to soar high up to 3 Chang per

cart {ﬂﬁummqmrpﬂnﬂ 65 m*mwl;.f:mrn;aﬁuq?wunuﬁ'unqmﬁ WAZAAMNE

mqrwﬁuﬁ'ﬁqu %%MWﬁﬂﬂ ‘ﬁman had to buy rice and

give them to s people.
ammn‘im URIINYA Y

The cause of the starvation problem arose from the expansion of the
civilians including by immigration and by taking the people from other conquered
provinces. For example, obtained by sweeping people from the provinces on the
northern coast after the Asaewunkee war, was barely in relation to the limited agricultural
supplies. Moreover, there were numerous wars at that time. Therefore, King Taksin
ordered the storage of rice in the royal barn so that it was enough to feed the army in

wars. In 1776, King Taksin ordered aristocrats and workforces to do rice farming when
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they were free from wars. In conclusion, the expenses in buying rice and food were the

important expenditure in the early reign of King Taksin until in 1771 that the problem of
starvation began to fade away when King Taksin successfully expanded his territories

into Putthaimat city and Cambodia.

3) Expenses in the establishment of Thonburi kingdom
A

Y

- ~'-
o Y
(|

Although Thenburi ¢ | scattered population around the city,

had been an important 56 Elliisince Ayudiiayd Period, and had a considerable amount
of buildings including 'u.\;; Somdet Phra Narai reign, these
existing infrastructures gient for the increasing demands
entailed in the establis Dite city. The new constructions were
urgently needed to e city as well as to facilitate the

migration of the people ighsq \1 gdom,

Regarding goyal (5.8 Takslp Ordered the construction of the court
and royal residences in the i’-"’ Ad Tt or his stay (Tt (FaafRat], 2534: 196-197),
but no royal palage for.céfemionial atcti ack of royal palace for ceremonial
activities leads ;- }'4 really uses Thonburi as the
real and permaﬂenng sl T e@ity wall was used as the palace
wall to surround the Pﬁce campoundvecause in 1771, King Taksin ordered all

gmmmentﬂr%t%hw ﬁ(% @Wk&j‘l’ﬂ)ﬂ%nse and civil departments

to build the Wall with Tonglang v.?ods surruundmg the city fnr both sides of the river
QARG ARV TR BIPR Bl oo
wall cBrner where the palace was siluated (WIX$1IWIANIANINTIEULT arTfuANIAINSS
umﬂ'ﬂﬂ 4, 2479: 78). In the records, King taksin stated that he ordered the building of
the wall because Thonburi did not have city wall. King Taksin also ordered men to dig
canals to make town ditches from old city wall behind Wichaiyen fort to Huakod sacred
Shrine and deposited the soil on the mounds on 3 sides by purchasing the bricks of old
Prapradaeng city wall, Poh Sam Ton camp wall, and Sikuk wall to build the wall and

forts. Furthermore, King Taksin built other additional official buildings on the west coast
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of the river such as City hall, Royal Metropolitan Department, prisons, the Royal Goods

and Weapons Treasury, Defense and Civil Court, Royal Police Department, Royal Letter
department, Palace Depariment, Royal Court. All these were constructed in the palace
court as in Ayudhaya period and they were assumed to have been built since Thonburi
period for the restoration of laws and orders to normalcy, with the utilization of
construction equipment purchased and the labor from royal commoners and captured

slaves.

L] g]l_:l‘i rpﬂses

| \
\ NN
i\\

Apart from that, the su Buch r'-» 1 II . ns and priests was principally the

id religion was the spiritual center
e needed to restore the religion.
.n.-...

, King Taksin needed to support
Buddhism so as to legiti t a rightful King. His effort in reviving the
religion and his portrayal monarch was in line with the Buddhist

LR T )
al King Tak psion do the throne was not from the

concept. Due lo the fa
divine right of ‘ir':"—..;‘ﬂ g of merits who came to save
people from all p!igﬁ and're Ge ick@gﬂa: 87-105)

King Taksin sacrificed hig, numerous assets in restoring the religion. To

ilustrate, mﬂ%@ﬁ}ﬁﬂ fhé %]ss g/ \gn) e fine Fponknood during the fal o

Ayudhaya, terefore, king Taksin. ordered Ihe construction c-fq;mples and over 200

R WA RN 1A G torsona
waxe mmﬁaﬂmuﬂﬂﬂuﬂnﬂﬁuur 2512: 33). In 1769, King Taksin “hired loads of
transcribers to complete Buddhist Scriptures at his own large expense.” (Ussqu
WIAIANZNNAT 65 NITITHIAIMINESULFATURLALINA UAEAMINEMRTIEL TN
alngasuyF, 2512: 45) Furthermore, whenever he waged the war against a city, he
would grant his own money for the purposes of religious restoration in the city such as in

Nakorn Sri Thammarat, Sawangkaburi, even Phra Yuan at Putthaimat city.
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"King Taksin invited Yuan monks from
every temple in Putthaimat to go to his palace and
he granted them silk robes each. For any monk

who had not rec:ahred the silk robe, he would be

granted 5 T y each. Also, the

monks we ntry o

King T and monks in provinces, but

I, was assumed that many monks

1 Jf @ --: [Ence -,\ e daily army letters in Thonburi
/ \

also encouraged the
went to stay in templg

period mentioning that

migrate to Thonburf” cigf® (WSSYATRATS 5 1"ﬂ1wqmammﬁﬁuunuum
Junyuna uazaanugingiod fiasiting u 102512 222). Another evidence in the

g:r 7. )
records was when King Taksitseturned to Thenburi after war with Burma, he ordered his

7, :"..i“'.u:ir
men to withdraw rigce in OyalFbarn It ferings-to the monks that he gathered
tnengasuyd atfumiansusy

0 rr«ae offerings of rice and monks’

from attacking _’
#1977 4, 2479: mﬁﬁ

necessities to the mtrligthmughnul hi |gn Moreover, King Taksin used a large

NP YT P L T -

Many Ayudh%a temples were rs&:abuhlat&ﬁ and replenished bvhe King. The French
QIAETY VS B 98T VIBJTGHY rom oo
times,Ybut encounter some incidents preventing him from going every time (Uszqu
WIAAZNIAT 39 nnumﬂmq'mmnnm.,vu'mnqufemndqﬁﬁmnfqn;qn?ammnau
urhidumszidnenimituafangannfuacafoimilnfundneudiu, 2512; 101),

In addition, King Taksin granted lands, ships, and some money to French
missionaries to build homes and churches for the promulgation of Christianity. {1]1':1!-1
WINPT 39 1n'um*mmqﬂqw:nﬂm:u*m‘nmqd%@;ﬂﬁmﬁmn?«nq«ﬂ?ﬁqﬂmnﬁu

wiuAuwsziduanimifuafingssmFuasafsimdnfuninausu,2512: 89)
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Unprecedentedly, King Taksin visited French missionaries and ordered the remake of

the small houses of the missionaries to be larger. Also, he ordered the building of the
church wall to be continued until its completion. The support of King Taksin to French
missionaries could be viewed as one of a king's religious duties like those of the kings in
Ayudhaya times. From a different perspective, it was possible that King Taksin was

trying to open his market with France once again as stated in the French missionaries'

I'E{.‘.Drds meﬁﬁnﬂing abﬂut an '-. i.* 'Ch Mmsiaur Lﬂ"e, gwernnr Df P‘gn DE
Shere, gave gifts to King Taks! When 4aE_kaksin asked how much he should pay for

i

-l
the things, the missionary Sald-that [l fHSATAR 201AT 39 ARNERISININAGE
i L
vmaedFaradadnpant e dsp Anaundiumu *sﬁﬁmnununuﬂfan;qﬁuq:ua.

pfafrulnfuninaud

2l fts without

requésting afl-moeey: HElust Mersly wanted you

to be Kindlo thelgiests s, and Thai

civilians  turris in  Thonburi

kindness to
.".1& m." In
aksi .'!!j-; that
I
“Then, } gall order 5 elew:pnts to be shipped to

- %ﬂ%ﬁ PedlsHd
Q w'] Fﬁ’ﬁﬂﬁ’ﬂﬂ“ﬂ%ﬂ%’}%ﬂ ﬂta E]Taksm might have

seen the commercial benefits from supporting these missionaries as well as his actions

as duties in maintaining religions in his kingdom.

5.2.1.4 Money

1) Characteristics Of Money
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Thonburi period lasted only for over 14 years while experienced with
many difficulties like war problems throughout the reign. Also, Thonburi period was the
time after the fall of Ayudhaya and after Thonburi period, the records of the period were
mostly destroyed, scattered, and lost due to the change of new dynasty. According to

the preceding facts, many assumptions were raised about the truth regarding money in

\‘ng e merchants from Palembang
travelling for trades i & ir \\ re was no money form used in

'ﬁ\ ’\\ - u the exchange of gold and silver

buying things. The buy
'I \ 1. u- aksin was too busy engaging in

e

stuffs. (B399 tu tlauuis,

the suppression of factions§o lt would have the time to organize the

B (L
=

I

l
Lih
D

domestic systems like the -- . Probably some bullet coins from

%
e F“

=L

Ayudhaya period and g _excavation at temples and Stupas

—. o
were also used fq-ies @henTnnAN 39 AAMLMRIE
WINAMZLIMNAE u%ﬁuﬂ?:ﬁwmnﬁnﬁﬁunﬁnﬂ
wq‘#umni’ai’nu?nﬁwnfnwﬁu 2512 5 . Regarding the treasure excavation, King

o 8185 BTN o ot

used might hmfurmgn money or poney of other pmwnces bec,ause it was the time of
QA RGRTE HNADA G o= o
as thélwars with other towns in which victories brought a number of people and
properties back to Thonburi kingdom. Therefore, money from other towns by trade and
by war was imported into the money system of Thonburi period. The Notes of Krom
LuangNarintaratevi recorded that there was an incident in Thonburi period which 2,000
coins were lost from Royal Goods Treasury. Each coin weighed 1 Baht 3 Saleung 1
Feung. The exact recording was that 2,000 coins were lost from Royal Goods Treasury.

Each coin weighed 1 Baht 3 Saleung 1 Feung. 10 rolls of Yellow silk cloth were also lost.
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They were all not retrievable despite the king's command.” The lost money was
assumed to be Spain money because each coin weighed 1 Baht 3 Saleung 1 Feung,
corresponding with Spain money in the reign of Carlos |ll, King of Spain who ruled the
country at the same time as King Taksin.(nsusuning, 2545: 48) Also, the Spanish
currency was used expansively in Asia during the 17" 18" century. The word "Rien”
(coin) in Thai originated from the word “Real" of Spain. (jtytfim 38nA", 2526: 40)

Despite using Ayt .money and the money of other kingdoms

or towns, it was unlikely tossuffice the ineeds for an economically developing
—_— ,—J

kingdom like Thonbu AR Entailad |nwcﬂtures, Accordingly, it was not

feasible that there wa glctio -Mu since the number of bullet

money from Ayudhays grous expenses of the kingdom at

such conditions. Althouf not pay in the form of money, he

"'\

bartered for goods instgé afged his guns for tin at the rate of 1

unit of tin per 6 guns™ A -»-.,\-- pan wood for guns from the Dutch
East India Trade Com@an 3 38-39). However, the money was
also necessary for the ,r* z ” rading business especially for internal
commerce which was a

T ;'5 mprised of 6 different sizes: 1
Baht, half a Baht, Sﬁun.
still implemented Whll’:fi-in luded bullet cumg and cowrie shells.

ﬂfﬁ Ej’@ %'ﬁ %‘ﬁ'%ﬁ"}ﬂ ﬁ-un period were that the

texture of th&coins was made 9! silver, Regarding the seal the first seal was the

AL TS PN P Gy v

Chakrd was modified to be a more godlike weapon. The second seal was still

hﬁ'\wdhaya monetary system was

controversial by the following two assumptions:

The first opinion: A. Marques Pereira, Joseph Hass, Luang
Baribalburipan, Somdet Krom Phrayadamrongrajanuphab opined that the privy seal was
a Tri-seal. The second opinion: Kor.Sor.Ror. Kulab opined that the privy seal was a

Tawiwut seal (2-legged fork seal) and the kingdom seal was a Chakra( Discus ).
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From the aforementioned assumptions, Reginald Le May concluded that

there was no production of bullet coins for use in King Taksin's reign because the
Tawiwul seal (2-legged fork seal) could not be found, therefore, it did not exist. Also,
when Ministry of Royal Treasury gave a seal maker machine to a museum, the Tri-seal

was not found. Lastly, the Tri-seal coin had hammered impression like those of

Ayudhaya period.

Although Thorbuhi ¢ \ / ad only for a short time, it was not possible
that there was really no pi A 0 e scause Thonburi klngdﬂm used large
expenditures due to the Expaisons of the clty, Bopulation, and trades. In addition, in

1774, there was a casc@ gery must have been made out of

the model of the new & ale that there was a production of

b ‘\\\
a new currency for use \\

‘.Sll"ﬂl&d the booming economy at

that time.

In. e was a crime related to the money

forgery of the ;: coin seal ..' Taksin was staying at Suan
Mamuang royal msﬁnc. Yy ne o Eji ered the execution of the guilty
men. Later, in the reigg %KII‘IQ Rama I, Rama | issued a law for punishing anyone

forging the ﬂl%o&]se |w@%ﬂg§wm&%nd tattooing on the face.

The forgery ofibullet money seal inThonburi penn-d meant the EWH&IGI‘I of the economy

AR o AN YHIGE B o

explal d, the punishment of the bullet coin forger in 1774 contradicted with Le May's
opinion that there was no production of the privy bullet coin of the reign in Thonburi

period.

5.2.2 Manpower
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Manpower was a fundamental of the economy. The number of population

in each city indicated the stability and production power of the city because manpower
served as a labor force of the state and aristocrats, a producer, a merchant in the
exchanging level, a tax payer to state, and a soldier in wars. It could be said that the
population was the indicator of the survival and the development of a kingdom.

Consequently, the ruler needed to gather and control this manpower as much as

i'into Thonburi kingdom
At the : it of Thonburi kingdom, lots of
people dispersed anciScallese . The city was totally in riot: some
people were takefl cg c ped into the forests, some set
themselves up as ad indéndndent: ; '\.n-- of them were killed due to war
and starvation. The sufviyers welie® sl illlesperate’and helpless situation. King Taksin
had to try his utmost 10 f' al: ersed people to return to settle down in
Thonburi  kingdom, insluding- fhe s\ A, and. subjugation of the factions
establishing the ;m} “fall of Ayudhaya by applying

numerous modes uﬁ»n VB

A B ‘Bﬂ’f]ﬁ‘ﬁ Peby Moo
R TR ¢ 18 2

After King Taksin chose Thonburi as his residence in place of the

ed iiin 2 periods:
A

devastated Ayudhaya, he ordered the gathering of the civilians from Ayudhaya into

Thonburi Kingdom for settlement.

- Persuading the nobles and the royalties at Lopburi
Before the sack of Ayudhaya, some of the royalties together with the

nobles escaped the perils of war to Lopburi. When King Taksin chose to reside at
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Thonburi, he sent a representative to persuade those royalties and nobles to return to

Ayudhaya. (UszqameAnamznIefl 65 WrrsIImaANIAINEIsULFaTURUSUIANA ua
apmunuwmaeTuinaiungasuyE, 2512: 29).

It was possible that there must have been some commoners with these
royalties and nobles. Therefore, their return to Thonburi would both provide the

manpower for the king and gave the king the rightful claim on his ascension to the

throne as well as gave the king the reviv e royal traditions and customs typical of
the Ayudhaya period. oL "/J

——

N

jérd who established themselves as princely rulers to

AN

org the "“\Q Ayudhaya and the time when

= Persuading the fa¢
capitulate to hig

Both d

Phraya Tak gathered hj

nawdr to :@E »ﬁ\\\\ provinces had already separated
" | = - \ ‘1,';

dya that

themselves as factions. 1, 2541: 39) mentioned about the
governing of Ayudhaya'bei@re 1 v
“The - W a prevalent

,w‘ '
phenomen ’EML ictions even

b'E tm‘ti "'\'ESE‘
cumgnlt bet 1 gfore |l J sack of
Ayudhaya, they would haye cut themselves off

ﬂ%&i@ﬂ%ﬂfi?%’kﬂﬁ

Uhat no one -::cuid protect nur punish them

q W ATRAATAREAE

well."

These factions established themselves as independencies. They had
their own forces but not big enough to be called ‘an army'. As the governing in Thonburi
was carried out loosely—that is to say—some faction leaders might be subjugated to
Thonburi only by the name while they still had full power in their own territory and the

government did not have much power to interfere them (WIEFITNIAIIANIINTISUYT A1TU
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-l
AUIRINTEUTUIIEN 4, 2479: 37). Consequently, the politics and administration of the

kingdom was still characterized by the communities and factions features. After King
Taksin's ascension to the throne, many factions came to pledge their allegiance to him.
King Taksin granted them the positions of nobility, gold, money, and apparels to the
faction leaders as recorded in the royal chronicle.

After King Taksin ascension to the throne, he organized the internal laws

and orders by appointing the n he positions as in Ayudhaya period. He

designated “provincial gowernars sUCe™ s@" the adjacent provinces within his

1arte the pw of the civilians to return to their

es to govern and organize the

\\i“\\ power control and the objective of

- o Thonburi kingdom.
& g

territorial power and to pere
hometown as before."
administration of the prg

retrieving the scattered gt

- The distributioff of 6o and glothesiasiv -:\ 2 establishment of food hall
The starvation problemfirog the i efiydhiaya’s pre-fall period to the time of the

initial establishment of Thonb ""_: the major obstacle for King Taksin. To

help his people, he distribulét-eod and he starved citizens as well as set up

a food hall for the ""'""'"""""'“"'"‘"""""‘"‘“": isand of people to queue up

for his grants. Howe\ﬁ

grants, as recorded m'.tﬁ royal chmnic[&}was not totally the new groups of people

migrating to ﬁr%ri&’]f:}%ﬁmm E’:ﬁﬁfﬁmmg«smﬁaﬁuiﬁuﬁq

A wazamnibmnmeduinalngna, 2512 : 30)

Q W']Sﬁ"@ﬂﬁ mtﬁ ﬁ %mm aoﬁead? been in the

subjugAtion of King Taksin.

nd of people who came for the

2 )The increase of labors from wars

There were totally 19 wars occurred in Thonburi period. The labors

obtained from the wars varied according to the 4 following characteristics:
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= Leaving the civilians at their hometowns

King Taksin left the civilians at their hometowns by appointing the trusted
nobles to govern the captured cities for manpower control. For instance, after the
conquer over Chao Phra Fang faction, King Taksin organized the administration of
Pitsanulok by surveying the men forces of the northern provinces which totaled 42,000

people—a lot more than all the men in Thonburi kingdom. Initially, King Taksin did not

from them since the praWREEE DA the nort £03°5! possessed an abundance of wild
stuffs commodities. Alsggl€ alesin et thes at their hometown for the purpose of
their self-defense andfe BEGENE eldcommuness sbmmoning for Thonburi in time of
wars. Another importagif: 7S that Thankuri. k 'EI'ITI was still unable to produce
ey had been brought down to
Thonburi.

- The herding of people {;- ” 25 into Thonburi kingdom
The inces.into Thonburi kingdom was a
final preventive ' : l'*# e wars when the provinces
could no longer hu the e irﬁsaewunkee war, the densely-
populated provinces op % northern part was unable to withstand the Burmese troops,

therefore, mﬁr%ﬁ ’JQ‘H Wf%’]ﬁ@ for workforces to protect

Thonburi as Well as for preventwe measure agalnsl the Eurmas& capturing those
R RARERF NN IN A Y

Unlike the preventive policy against Burma of King Naresuan, King
Taksin did not collect the people from all these northern provinces in this Asaewunkee
war, but "if any governor could control his province so that it could serve as a base for
persuading the dispersed people to return to their hometown", King Taksin would order
the governor to station back at the town such as Pichai town and Pitsanulok town. (18

iﬁmﬁ"ﬂﬂﬁ, 2541: 407-408) It could be said that the Asaewunkee war had greal impacls
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on the economy of Thonburi, causing both the labor forces in the capital to increase

dramatically and the export goods.

= The herding of the captured captives
The herding of the war captives was done on the purpose of the utilization as

labor force in Thonburi as well as the protection against the town uprising or the herding

of people by the attack of othe trate, King Taksin ordered the herding of
war captives from the al _ o Wéksa canal {H!:ﬂ'l‘ﬂ-lri‘l'm"r?nﬂﬂuq?
atiuamAINTTUTNT YT DATS! 847 atwin considered that Puthaimat was
hard to guard because 4| | u of 1

-n d sl too many soldiers' exhaustion,

power to withstand the enemies.
Accordingly, he ordej mny “The king commanded that
Puthaimat was too vulaéra
King Taksin ordered Pjifa aimat behind and to retreat to his
service at Thonburf™ Subsg@quently: Phite ajasetti withdrew from the war and

collected all the peopld'd feetl by the king (WIZTITHIAIAIINGY

ﬁ'uq? atuasAINTEUTN T 5"'__,_;,_ 78 8). In spite of this, the biggest herding of
. LA Y
the war captives was when Sasattaiakan yas attacked by Thai people in which

nNUMerous amou f' sures-ang '-"q od. {ﬂ:r::'[ummam:mnﬂ 39
AAVHILIMATBININ ﬁl{ﬁll'lﬁ'ﬂﬂllﬂ“ﬁuﬂ? Wen
ﬁnuﬁun¥4nmuu?un.'n}’e?nuinﬁuwfnaﬁu 2512: 150) The French missionaries

witnessing ﬂ Pﬁu&}q % ﬁ% ﬁjcfw,-ﬂ(}tﬂe‘tﬁabuut the herding of the

Laotian captﬂs that more than :?nﬂu captwes were cullected but the harshness of

QARG CUSIAVTIEITRE] ot

10,008- 15,000 survivors were used as labor forces for Thonburi.

- Pledging allegiance to His Majesly the king.

Pledging allegiance was different from the capitulation of faction leaders
because it was a direct request for depending on the protection by Thonburi kingdom.
The first group who pledged their allegiance was Mon family with Phraya Jeng as head.
They escaped from Burma and declared their loyalty to King Taksin, together with their
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forces of approximately 3,000 men to help beat Burma (W31 EWIA9ANINGISULT R1Ty

ﬂmﬁﬂﬁmmmwﬁ 4, 2479: 108). Another group was Laotian family, by the leader
named Phra Wor, fleeing from the Burmese and Laotian troops to pledge their
allegiance to King Taksin in 1778. Phra Wor sent Tao Pia, his representative to bear a
letter and tributes to Phraya Nakornratchasima. Phraya WNakornratchasima, then,

forwarded them to Thonburi. Upon receiving, King Taksin gave gifts to Phra Wor and

allowed his group to settie dowf at Tambgl Donmoddaeng (WFESIWIANIANINTISULT

- [ J - L,
AULANAINIZUTHT I 35 N5 Phra Wor group lived too far for

collected from them.

ived in King Taksin's early reign from

the influence of A "‘“""‘:# to control the manpower for

administering his kirﬁo r;

Clorich .Wales explained t at the official organizations in charge of the

Prai cnnmllﬁ %ﬁ 631%% %Wﬂe’rﬂﬁ section and the regional

section. The ﬂbntral section !I'IClIJPEd Defense Departmenl Inter[c-r Department, Port

QAT TR o i

forces¥). The regional section included governors, Political Recruiting Depariment,
platoons, and commanders in charge of controlling and recruiting Prai forces. (Welsh,

1984: 84-95)

- Prai laung
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Prai laung worked for the king since he was registered until he reached

the age of 70 years. The period of service (the corvee) was six months a year as in
Ayudhaya times due to the high demand of labor work during the building of Thonburi
city (§3nd Ssm1adR, 2531: 25). Prai luang had to do services every other month so that
Prai could have time for their own plantation. Despite of this, Thonburi period was a time

of continuous wars, Prai luang were recruited for serving in wars, sometimes for almost a

year like Asaewunkee war, T i_luang unable to do their own agricultural

work which affected Thosb Ot Caemuch, Prai luang in Thonburi period
...# )

works the hardest owi Aemands wmctmn of the city and the demand

for soldiers in wars (miSasiGAGd, 254 \N \a ang were free from war, they had

to become agricultura QITOfGES & 56 Nadhlo pay taxes to the government

-Prai Som
Prai Som was megiglered tth " i (ma e division. Normally, Prai som worked
for his master for approximafeis iy : nd i months, and worked for the king 1 month

per year. In Thonburi periad-Praisoii f or six months a year like Prai luang.

The registration (Bis-was W‘”ﬁﬂ*f“"’: Usually, Prai som didn't have

to work as hard as ﬁi' ang yﬁs master while Prai luang had to

bring food and woﬂmp equipments on hIS own. However, the lives of Prai luang and

ot o GELI1 PG WA e o s

Therefore, Pral som needed to ar;:::t.':rm|::n'an:t,|r their masters to wars like Prai luang. Apart
WHQ'WW me%jrwﬁ‘s’? stmctlnn work like
city will building in 1771 {Hr'ﬂ'lmﬂ’l'}mrnﬂﬁuqr ﬂuuﬂuﬁ Hr"umﬂ'l"m 4, 2479
78), and for farming in 1767 and 1776 to tackle the famine problem resuiting from the
expansion of the population in Thonburi kingdom {ﬂi:‘{ﬁﬂdﬂ"l"lm#ﬂ"lﬁﬁ 65 Wi
wammmIngesuFaiuiudunng  usraamnsmaeiinalungesnz, 2512
38,110)

In Thonburi period, Prai som outnumbered Prai luang because King

Taksin gave more Prai som to his trusted nobles. Therefore, when there was recruitment
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for wars or construction work, Prai soms were called for use mainly while Prai luang were

only on duty for corvee as usual. (U5 1BuaATad, 2541: 343)

-Prai suay

Prai suay was not subjected to king's affairs nor work for masters due to
various reasons such as living tof fa geanvenient for doing the services. However,
they needed to send products or mongsf _guite a high amount instead. Prai suay

wanted wild stuffs so i Alimes Prai 'mapg were recruited to find wild stuffs
or wood products suck fad. Many assumptions regarding

Prai suay in Thonburi j -\: many Prai suays in Thonburi

fabbr | 1’\ ; 4\
\

kingdom due to the dergi 2531: 27). Upon analyzing

from the facts that TRonkiiri had, @ nrobigmgo

Al AN : .
\ ower controlling, therefore, it was

Wt el

highly possible that thefe Were g o Plaliiving e
it i

away, and that the number of wild

stuffs as export products in t high (nig/ins Sunis, 2523: 59), it could

be said that the 2 because parts of these wild stuffs

-
were probably I.‘:E‘ Tsuays. +1o l: feasible that there was not
much Prai suay in the garly di skdy increased in the late Thonburi
period due to 1mpr0qu commerce, fi wars. and increased labor forces. These

e AT o e

often sent witd stuffs in place cil their sewma Nonetheless, lha amount of suays
ARSI HRAPNE AR o o
provinée

All in all, Prais in Thonburi period had a hard time, they were not merely
“prosperous free-man” according to the theory of Saichol Wannarat because they were
in the time of capital reestablishment. Therefore, the demand for labor forces was high;
the Prais were compelled to work harder than the prais of other times. Moreover, Prais
were recruited for wars while they were unable to grow their own crops. This reduced

the roles of agricultural production of the Prais in Thonburi—different from those of
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Ayudhaya times when the Ayuhya Prais could produce lots of food enough to feed the

whole kingdom and to export for sales. It was estimated that Prai suays sent a

considerable amount of wild stuffs to the government.

-Thaat (Slave)

In Thonburi pen not much evidence regarding slaves. It

was assumed that the majol jere war captives obtained from the
herding of them after ! anpower of the conguered city and to
prevent the city uprising the| high demang or labor force in Thonburi period,
these captured slave 2N te to the government, mostly for
hard work. Sometimes g Taksm. vas to nobles-each noble got 4-6
families of slaves [ hese slavas o X e of the temples. Regarding the
selling of Prai as s ) assumed that the practice of
allowing Prai luang to ik& in Somdet Phra Chao Tai Sra was
cancelled because ThonBuri4 igh amount of labor forces and because
it was the preventive --‘*”L ~(afs aung slipping out of the corvee by
becoming a slaves L _—H.: ;- exist a little because people
got dispersed when “

U

"‘”ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬂiﬂﬂ‘i

NI PN )12
Ayudmya pe until Thonburi Chinese became clearly manpower existing

in the mechanism of the revival of the kingdom and economy. John Crawfurd (1915:

103) expounded about the migration of the Chinese in Thonburi period that

“That King taksin specially supported the
Chinese people meant his persuasion for lots of

Chinese to settle down in Siam. Such special
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allowance for Chinese people which induced the

materialistic changes had been occurring in the
kingdom for centuries, but this time it almost

marked the greatest change.”

There were numerous assumptions pertaining to the migration and

e to make a living. Some Chinese
.,_ﬁ dynasty. Another cause was an

incident in Philippin 5/ Wa e who refused to convert to the

migrate to Thonburl wagithg facithél \\ s alf Siamese-Chinese. This drew
in Taechew Chinesed0 sgitigftiowrir IWWilliam G. Skinner( 2529: 19) concluded
that

in specially

s reHet-the-Tatcheow-Chinese-whoeenbke the
Yy Y )

sam lang e ','J Taechew
I

Ghmasg called thﬂmselves royal Chinese.

ABHINEATHNS -

9 Taechew Chlnase into Bangknk where they are

q RREMIERRIINY 1A Y

During the reign of King Taksin, a large number of Chinese people
migrated into Thonburi and other provinces. Upon consideration, these new Chinese
immigrants together with the existing Chinese both in Ayudhaya and provinces such as
provinces on the east coast and Songkhla, it was believed that these Chinese must have

been important labor forces in the development of Thonburi kingdom as seen from the
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fact that many roles in important work were given to Chinese merchants or commerce-

related jobs were associated with Chinese people.

Preliminary documents of Thonburi usually mention King Taksin's soldier that
Thai-Chinese soldier identified that Army must have a lot of Chinese soldier and several
high class lords in Thonburi were Chinese therefore the number of Chinese in army who

were up to Chinese lord was increased. Not only going to war, some Chinese were hired

to be soldiers. These soldiers weresbldieg of fortune and got wage for army because
Chinese were not in proleiarian syste flwtiasstate’'s employee. Chinese will receive
d to pay tax 1 times per 3 year.
bs in Thonburi. Recorded important

_ \ Ty
\\\\\ igger at temples and chedi.

Memo of I kTi=0] orre and the fiscal of Malacca
described earning i ) \ \\ p@r from gold and treasure digging.
(UszquwaAnamznia At wwawd?amniqu.i’*umn?qn;uﬂ?
aysuIRBULHLAUNTTId BN KaETIA TS fuatafaimulndunineusiu, 2512: 03)

M thp—paet oo fthis  vear,
\ Y | Y

r@:r .L- ed Buddha
J
and ?di Chinese made cash flow and recovery of

AN TR I

Qi Therefore Trade at present is becausa Chinese dug

A9 cﬂﬁma,nefdl:n'ﬁijmf'ﬂ RS

Besides gold digging, these Chinese labors were employed for other jobs
according to their capacities and skill. Most works were construction. Chinese craftsmen
were employed to construct Thonburi city with Chinese skill. (Sarasin Viraphal, 1977:

171). Chinese labors were dominant for main labor replacement because most of
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proletariats were conscripted. War through reign, Chinese labor had opportunity to work

for several duties in development of Thonburi expansion.

Sometimes, Chinese labor can upgrade from state’s employee to be lord during
lacking of expert official for example Chinese who had knowledge and skill in trading

and sailing, worked for harbour department may have an opportunity to be an official as

a lord. (8AAT MHINANAE, 2535;

Work characteristies=ot=Chirifse 1abe osition of state
different from proletarige™2b8]
attendance. Proletaria 1 g Wage and musl attendmonthly. Chinese labor had wage,

skill made them get mg ot adhere with proletariat system

but also they got fréedg fravella he n\:- without permission including
freedom in religious ESpget e 3 proletariat and ese is highly different. However,
the most important facter i; teehed With prolétaniat system resulting in participation
of Chinese labor in develop s well as trade networking of Southeast
Asia.

X

S fan the control of Prai system
i

ﬂ'ﬂm w’ﬂMWﬁgTﬂﬁmn was a major obstacle

for King Taksi to find ways to tackie thr-::lughuut his reign as 1..".rell as the problem of

R I AT INT ey e
obviougly different from those of other periods: Despite the fact that they were
subjugated to King Taksin, many factions still had their own power. They could
supervise their Prais while the government was unable to interfere the affairs.
Nevertheless, King Taksin had tried his best to organize laws and orders and to control
the work forces who were both the power and the economic bases by establishing the

new unique “Prai system”.
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Prai system in Thonburi period was assumed to be revived from that of

Ayudhaya period. The system was implemented since the early reign so as to control
the manpower and the administrative system. The system was made stricter to gain
efficiency in controlling the work forces. In 1773, King Taksin ordered the phrai to make
a tattoo on the wrist naming the city and the agency. (98It yafat, 2546: 13)

master) on the Prai's wrist. This was
ade into symbols at the neck, leg.
face, and shin. Consequé hice 1773, ng of Prais was more convenient

because the name of ndlcated there al the Prai's wrist.

Under the same sectiogl 3 fcrr the royal tattoo forger up to the
fatal level.
ected throughout the kingdom,
including Thonburi ang 0 royal chronicle, it was recorded

that in 1773 (The year ¢ Sriaka’y | n Ordered government servants to be a

tattoo commanders at Pal "ﬁ’ffawiﬁ f:_' 28: 46) This time, the tattooing was
done on the front’ if...,.,....._,,._4.,..-... ielstSvigioriiSotedl ‘ tattooing indicating the name

of the city and the n ce ever since until Rattanakosin

period. Anchalee Susaian (2545: 35) sald about the enactmeni of the law that

ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWlﬁWEI'm‘i

“The new tEIIDDIng methnd must ave

SLRCN e diRbE

responsible for the lattooing ceremony involving
the use of the seal or tattoo iron from the capital
might conspire the corruption together. However,
in 1773 tattooing mode got rid of the problem so

that the work force could be recruited correctly for
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the restoration of the kingdom as well as for the

preparation of wars.”

The enactment of laws on the tattooing of Prai reflected the problem of
manpower controlling system in Thonburi period. Al that time, Prai som outnumbered

Prai luang. King Taksin ordered his trusted nobles to control a large number of

manpower in Thonburi and provinces régéwless of ranks in official system: The official
system was less important ersdnSfelalibnship and the trust between the king

and the nobles. Nidhi |aoe : 327) commented that

\ King Taksin

was unagigle 1o g5 lreclry in
ai which
was Pfc ing's trusted

nobles ¢
This method requis os' loyalty to the king because the
nobles cantmlﬁed’ 'I{'.‘.. concluded that this

method served as aT e g rather than letting Prai be in

the sole hands of the hi ‘gh ranking anstﬂcrats If the nobles were trustable, this method

would prove mﬂd“] WWE’:&T ﬂ:ﬁhe number of work forces

in the hands oflkach noble so that when he needed the labors, ha could get the supplies
1 T L R AT
1768 apd 1776 ﬂuﬂqmqmmm WIETVIMIAIIANTNTISULTRTLAUAUNYNA
uarammLMATEIYNANENIsUYF, 2512: 38.110). However, the rebeliions and the
problems in the late reign of King Taksin demonstrated that this method would not work
due to the disloyalty of the nobles and the over-empowerment by giving a noble too

much work forces.
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Pertaining to the economic and social aspects of Thonburi period, the

assumplions were that during the time of kingdom's reestablishment, the people were in
abject poverty and in stark famine. The buying-selling at the lower level was little. King
Taksin used the assets obtained from the wars before his ascension to the throne and
the gold dug from temples and Stupas as medium for expenses and currency

circulation. The goods exchange on the government level was conducted through the

use of gold and precious things §é wars and the excavation of old temples

hed that Ayudhaya bullet coins and

and Stupas. On the pub WAE 8 =Sl
,—d

commodities bartering commercial development and the
territorial expansion, the ...,,h onburi's own bullet money were
produced to meet the id. In addition, foreign currencies
were also used for the regardmg the 1774 bullet money
forgery, it was assdmeg ihe bllle 3 forged must have been new bullet coins
produced.

Manpower a fincal Glor ! iNg the kingdom ahead especially the
kingdom restored from tF The duties of the labor forces in Thonburi

period were divided clearly: S in_the system performed the duties of

serving in wars an vm‘.""i_‘f':’._"_ il BIOOUSS i e  of peace, the role of Chinese
labors were more statily oul « forces worked as the government's
specialist employees, Pcludmg as hired sni‘dlers and contributors to the development of

the kmgdonﬁ;ﬂ ﬁ h}mﬂﬁewrmm could be promoted in the

official systerfiwhile the work fnrr.:as in Prai system did not have the same opportunities

“"“Wﬁ”fﬂ“@ﬂ"imﬂﬁ“n NYIRE

5.2.3 Thonburi and the commercial expansion

The trade with China created satisfies benefit and was the the most important
to the state since late Ayudhaya period and also for Thonburi. Usually the trading brig
would depend on the weather because the brig need the wind to change the direction

every 6 months for the roule, so it would take off from Thailand to China in June to July
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and came back in January to February, the same with going to other islands that had to

take off in January to February.(Breazeale, 1999:2)

Kennon Breazeale separated the trading between Thai and China into 3
categories which are in tribute system, the trade that sell in another city and private
business. Usually the trading brig in tribute system would take the product to sell in

mmaﬁq while olhers will sell somewhere else because they couldn't afford the price that

avoid the tax so they had to i&

e '\ g Sao Tuo, Mueng Amoy and Ning bo
instead. (Breazeale, 1999; ! }1

Since Ayudhaysrperiag, the fa had in both tribute system and

private trading. But because G d the price, the trade in tribute way

would get better benefi open more of this kind of trade.

The relalio rading in China was the system that

has long relationship with othi es. It wasn't the equal position but
China was beyond in the way-of-trGutany Ruuas wavyoy, 2525: 3). This kind of
relationship was ‘_'f- opahy—

2525: 5)

gice countries. (Ruuna wevuyoy,

iy
mﬁW§WJMﬂﬁ relationship of tributary

system in Chidla that is based on mutual benaﬂt exchange in a formal procedure.
FRIRN WWSHW‘I TR ey soomroe
reciprogation, the King of China will bestow a present, charter, Chinese calendar and
other gifts to foreign Kings. (Auuaa Wiy, 2525: 6) China emphasizes the tributary
ceremony by having the Department of Ceremonies that is directly in charge. (RuUugq
WiMNYry, 2525: 7) The Bureau of Trading Junks is responsible for taking care of
embassies and investigating letters of credence of all foreign embassies as well as
facilitating for food and accommodation provision such as governmental residences.

Thereafter the Mandarin will have to report to the capital city in order to ask for
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permission to travel to Beijing on behalf of a foreign embassy. If the king allows the

embassy to go to capital city, the War Department will receive a royal command to issue
a passport as necessary. (Ruuaa WIMNYLY, 2525: 55) When the embassy arrives in
Beijing, they have to presenl the letter of credence to the Department of Ceremonies for
investigation and check-in. However, the embassy has to ask permission before they

leave the residence. After the King has a royal command for the embassy to have an

audience with royalty, the Depar off Ceremonies will recommend appropriate
manners in the royal palace 1 e kes a total of 3 days thereafter they
can have an audienceswi rE rone Hall where the embassy will
present royal letters and L &/ Agcording ipline, tributes have to be produced
in locality (Ruusa W
receive royal pen’nisi«n 0 ifagdeiwitt commercial prilvilege including reward for the King

of each country. {ﬂ L

hese  tributes

Y]
veer value of

tnbulﬂs frnm several cuuntneaa and i e reward

A% B I PR

Qireward from the ng of China has a higher value
AR fﬂ’??ﬁ?‘iﬂ?ﬂﬁ T8 8

as a symbol of hu ness, countries that grant

tributes are pleased for the trade that is hidden by

the tributary system because those countries

receive permission to trade with China directly as

well as commercial privileges after they offer their

tributes”
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The tribute dedication of the Siam embassy to the King of China for

diplomacy and trade is between Siam and China only (Wilson, 1993: 1). At the end of
Ayudhaya period, between 2199 — 2309, Siam always delivered its embassy to China
together with tributes totally 26 times in 110 years. (Ruuaq WIMHYy, 2525; 59)

Year 2199 - 2231 12 times

Year 2232 - 2252
Year 2253 - 2309

The frequency ¢

,.-!"'""
internal factors of both ¢ / /

with tributes to China depends on

Approaching the CHines

Becaus re i “privlleges trade in the tributary syslem as
mention above, King Taks trade with the tributary system that once

made income for Ayud he tributary system needs to receive

royal permission ’1‘,- Setst efore needs to convince the

King of China to aca D "g' he can deliver embassy and
tributes to China.

G P YIS P e e ot

were not recéiyed because King uf China did not accept King Taksun as a new king of

Wﬂrﬂ aﬁwk?ﬂm rTa ane in the tributary
systerq that was interrupted from haya period. King Taksin had to trade

individually first without any privilege that is different from the tributary system. Until the
end of reign, he can renew the tributary system trade that can be concluded as follows:
In 1768 King Taksin delivered a royal letter with Chinese merchantman
in order to offer to Qian Long, the King of China. The royal letter describes his
enthronement including a request for permission to purchase metal and cannons in

order to battle with Burma (An27304 195A429A, 2540: 93). However, in the same year the
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leaders of several groups who established themselves delivered royal letters to King

Qian Long to certify them as a King of Siam as well. Therefore, Qian Long emperor
refused to certify the status of King Taksin including a request for purchasing metal and
cannon by raising a reason {ﬂuum NI, 2525: 144)

“The leader of several tribes in a kingdom

should praise king's heir for further rehabilitation

and

because it

o retrieve the
to be the king

l| approve

macc:uracy and immorality.

ﬂW?‘TﬂWﬁwmﬂ‘?“

4lagainsted him."

@1@31 11' ksin dalwer;] :mea mque&taher for the purchase of

su!phur 50 picul, 500 metal pans and cannons from China. Qian Long Emperor allowed

the sulphur and metal pans but not the cannons (0d§/img Sunid, 2523: 51). In 1775
Qian Long Emperor allowed the purchase of 100 piculs as requested but he refused to
assist the battle with Burma (0d§/ins 4unda, 2523: 51). After that King Taksin delivered
a royal letter and tribute to China in order to purchase copper plate and borrow 1,000

copper shields including request to trade at Amoy and Ningbo cities. He was rejected
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that China shields were only made of metal, trade request was rejected as well. (RUuA3

WY LY, 2525: 144)

In 1777 Qian Long Emperor allowed King Taksin to deliver embassy and
tributes to him so the relationship in the tributary system had been started (An2370U
97§AWIA, 2540: 96). In 1779 King Taksin delivered embassy together with a royal letter

and tribute asking to start to tragl ifla immediately. However he had no full right
because trade was limited ! - Car on ‘onianddax must be paid because he had not
receive a Loto badgesthatshows adi -~... wilege by having no tax paid and no
/e AU, 2523: 53).

y and tributes to China including

limitation of trading at

In 1/81

several goods for s€l allowed same rights of trade as the

Ayudhaya period (A4 \\. Otes in year 1781 were as follows:

1 female elephant, aga 3 tael, bort 10 tael, 3 carpets, 15 peacock

tails, 800 bird's wings, i horns, derris 4.5 picul, sandalwood 1.5

g l

ficinnamon 1.5 picul, acacia bark
J
1.5 picul, sappanwou‘ql 45 picul and additmnal irrelevant tributes such as 1 male

elephant, rrﬁ suaﬂma w detm ﬂuﬁsappanwnud 10,000 picul

and pepper 3000 picul.

AN INAIANYRY, .. ...

requested f entry to Canton, Amoy and Ningbo for buying goods specifically. {tujn‘n:r

picul, turmertn-:l bm 1.5 picul, cardamom seed

4.5 picul, chaulmoo ‘“ s

U9, 2523: 57)

The total expenses for the delivery of fleet together with the embassy was
195,500 chang 1 Baht and 87.5 quarters by having following details: irrelevant tribute
1866 chang 3 tael 2 Baht 1 quarter, department of ceremony 56 chang 5 tael,
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department in Pae Ping 37 chang 10 tael, guide team 20 chang. Therefore net total was

1898 chang 18 tael 2 Baht 1 quarter. There were 11 tribute ships, 2 foreign countries
ships and 9 Cantonese merchant ships that totally was 2443 chang 15 tael 1 Baht 3
quarters 1 fueng (Aigsins Sunis, 2523: 53).

This voyage of embassy to Canton city took a total of 33 days, waited for

royal permission to receive an audience for another 27 days, after that fleets waited

wg/,

riod, embassy was delivered to

while the embassy went to Beijir

At the e
China a total of 4 ti were delivered by using private
Chinese merchants asWelLasdunks of Chinese .\ ants in the beginning. However,
an initial attempt at lragi £ Inbulan , ste ~“~ t achieve very much because the
King of China did "ot - *- : W king of Siam and disliked his
unawareness of the £ e could not recover the tributary
system that was interruBlegffromthe Ayidha ‘\ 10d. Therefore King Taksin needed fo
trade individually but he did -.:.:;:_ ;4 e ‘privileges as the tributary system until
the end of his reign when tiade-ip 1 system was staried. When the embassy
came back, the & achievement of setting up the
tributary system i _il‘ de "I":J creates prosperity for the early
Rattanakosin period. J

ﬂ‘lJEl’J‘VIEWlﬁWEI']ﬂ‘i

523.2 anate Trade

Q quﬁmufﬂ qg explains th? x\lra;tel :lda “ﬂ China since the

Ayudhaya period used Chinese merchants in Thailand that used junks that were built in
Siam. At the port of China they would pay a tax at the same rate as if they come from
other ports of China because it is a domestic trade. (Breazeale, 1999: 24-25) Moreover,
since the year 1957 foreign fleets have been limited the right to trade in Canton, only
Chinese crews are employed more because the three criteria to determine which junk is

a domeslic junk are
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1. Cargo ship must be built according to Chinese model
2. All ship master and crew must be Chinese

3. Ship and goods are under the regulations that aim to trade with China only.

By using this channel, the ruling class of Ayudhaya used Chinese junks

for trade (Breazeale, 1999:
Canton will trade at Amoy,&in

During thes®, ith China, King Taksin gained benefit
from private trade that shina economy in South East Asia by
executing at eastern coge rom goods provision to shipment
for selling. In the beQinnifig Kige Taksin\hafrowee w- ks of Chinese merchants, after
that junks were built4e casl cities have been important
sources for ship bui eriod and are shipyards of the

battleships of King Taksirt. ot e d'crew were assumed to be Chinese.

:: 1 trade the current of China,

trade with several coun not make the same income as

trading with China, ethasw.mg goods exc:hange only, most trade will deal with private

trade. In mﬁﬂwm ﬂF‘lWﬂﬂ@rﬂ ﬁerchants to trade. Those

merchants didhot cooperate bacau$e they were not confident in safety. Therefore King

twn] ﬂumﬁﬁﬁ 2540: 91). After
that King Taksin traded with Chinese merchant more, and trade expanded. In 1770 a
French priest recorded his voyage by Moor ship to Bangkok to identify that bringing in
cargo ships started from early reign. (ﬂr:-!uﬂ-:m-:m:mnﬂ 39 IANUILMATRININANE
ymasdfaradadunafangarfegsuinauutiidunssidenimituafangasu Fuss
pfofmulnAundnaudu, 2512: 115)
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Important trade in early reign was with Halien that was an important port.

A lot of amount of import goods was rice. Chinese merchants who came in year 1767-
1768 mentioned about deficiency and starvation condition at that time that rice's price
reduced after rice cargo ship from Hatien came in. Thonburi also traded other goods
with Hatien as well. (599m tu Jasnas, 2531: 111)

Important trade (hat Was rded as evidence of trading is with the East
India Company of Holland, .C) I Pipattakosa sent a letter to the high
Pattavia city in order to invite the
company to establish a and requested to purchase 1,000

firearms (5399 tu tleuy ia Company of Holland agreed to

sell 500 firearms in exciEng™ \ \ if the sapanwood is not enough
(Dhiravat Na pombé€jra #2004 P \ o he shipment for this trade was
executed by the Chifésal’ g‘ L _, let “ \.. hat Thonburi expecl not only to

trade with China but alfo gersugtiad-{h East figia%Company of Holland to establish a

trade station again.
; e e s wenri sountries like Ayudhaya period
once again. Howeve yany did not return to establish
trade station in Thon 1#1 but the CDFI"IPE.H}F traded and exchanged goods several times

S 111K 1oL A L

350) Trading &fill passed through Chlnese who sailed between Slam and Batavia. Mainly

Wﬂfw mﬁmwmmf for army.( Blusse,

2004: 850)

After that Thonburi bought firearms from western countries again via
Captain Francis Light, British merchant, having trade centre al Penang or Mark Island
(AT wuaNWNl, 2531: 263). This trade was specified as evidence that Department of
Talang state bought 962 musketries, 900 Jae-ra-mad firearms, delivered to Thonburi by
Captain Manggu. This purchasing did not pay with cash but exchange with tin.
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Besides firearms procurement form subsidized western merchants, there
is combined trade with nearby state such as Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam at several
ports (BAAT MNANWNIE, 2531: 246). Chantaburi, port where is a large market in trading
with Cambodia and Vietnam, is selected. State will continuous buy for selling later.

Goods are assumed to be forest products because they are required for export and they

\ ne is state trade that is recorded.
However, it is believed jifathgrd i "r \\ ~. private individual at several cities
without any record. Becallsg'o ;_w.- m\ ¥ in Thonburi, goods cannot be
ﬁ *\\l\ to trade. Several cities without

war become good chalCe -I‘or P 4;_ de "x ey can be production and labor

produced therefore
sources such as southerd citigs and past cities. Product collection shows the
capacity in approaching thes frrediic d of market at that time including trade

networking that cc # &S Thonbun anc ciliest r' 2r roles in trading.

U

Most nds assumed to t:-er monopolized by government. Export in

Thonburi caﬁﬂﬂ dz wlﬂﬂ W Erqﬂﬁ listed in tribute items to

China becaus@jthese tributes are re«,uresentatwe of export that rner-::hant can provide in

I:|l|Blia mﬂm mnﬂ ngwT @Ileutﬂ caravan for
sellingmt o yon nton such as Amoy and Ning rtant goods are

forest products and tin.

Goods that were delivered as tribute in year 2324 and product sources are

concluded from document in Ayudhaya period:

Elephant main source - Makornratchasima



Agarwood main source — lower area of Chao Phraya River and
nearby Cambodia border

Amber main source - Malaya peninsula area especially
Phuket

Ivory main source - Nakornratchasima, Pitsanulok,

179

Chonburi, lower and rear area of

Chao Phraya River
Rhino's horn
Sandalwood
Menthol i oufee , .?“.;_‘:__‘- eninsula

Cardamon seed Phra ‘-.{ g and lower area of Chao
raya River
Chaulmoogra seed [oWerared of Chao Phraya River

1}- puR, lower area of Chao Phraya

Ebony
River, Malaya Peninsula
Sappanwood anaosri, Kanchanaburi, Chonburi,
Pitsanulok
Tin Y= _maimsource - MakormediRgmmarat, Malaya
| ,I : ninsula
Pepper 1 main source - Nearby 3mbudia border, Malaya

AULINENINE T

¢ & e/
CHNLUEIPET Wl a01 )
cinnangon, acac | any evidence s ing source clearly, they are listed

as export goods since Ayudhaya period. Considering export goods with tributes in year

1781 including sources, most area of production source or source are area under

Thonburi. Part of goods from levy collection cannot have fully because of people control

problem but it is assume that goods will be provided by private merchant for selling.



180
Most of export goods were forest products entirely that is different from

Ayudhaya period that have three types of export goods such as natural resources
(forest products, mineral, sea products), food and agricultural products and handicraft
products (U1 TIRAMUY, 2531: 22) . Export goods that played important role were
forest producls because they can afford during breaking of war or they were levies from

several cities or from exchange as well as collecting from eastern coastal cities where

were important sources of fores grocurement from border such as Laos and

Cambodia (8#fs wantis gfitdefor selling of forest product is usually
after rainy season becaus eling. For example, Cochin China
and Cambodia traded silk ary. (Alilunas, 1993: 95)

The ma Oftaht (or@stprodus!t T honburi period was sappanwood
because of the demandéfofefport (ane \ ) ‘thanged with other goods. The
three most export forg ewood, and ebony. (§ind F7Aa
img, 2531: 93)

Pepper is honburi period because it may be
production of Gh pée _Peoneric peanamic oo :-7---1 ‘ s from expert in cultivation of

A
“ﬁt.l' cultivation sources are along

Chinese lmm:gran irh_ '
eastern coast purts‘ ere are crucial power base of King Taksin including Songkla
where a lot gI} of ¥ - Ty ~ : 'ound Songkla Lake since
B.E 22 and Bglieve that pepper 15 produced fc-r selling partlcularly I:ﬂ'}'l'ltl SrAnadmg,

EESQ‘W’WNTI‘im UANINYAY

Besides goods according to tribute another important export goods is
tin. Tin has been exported since Ayudhaya period. Important source of tin in Thonburi
period is in southern area such as Nakornsrithammarat, Songkla. Important trade source

is Talang. King Taksin use Tin to exchange with other goods.
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Other interesting goods are dried fish that people make then sell. From

evidence of Eastern India of Holunda Company specified that Tjoseeko, Chinese
merchant from Palembang, comment poverty condition in Thonburi. He brought rice,
provisions and fabric to sell in Thonburi and bought dried fish in return.{ 5997 u flan
W17, 2531: 110-113) He entered Thonburi in year 1767-1768. Even people starved and
lacked of rice but people in city can do fishery to earn their living and sell as products

as well.

ras in Thonburi economic expansion
Chineseé o ant in economy since Ayudhaya

period. The skills of the / - Jobmm nportant in economic life and some

came increasingly td be App -I el arlexploited by ,_, that lacks them. In Thonburi
period, Chinese be eflahpr thal Afilteate i \* dam and economical rehabilitation
mechanism obviously. peEncdis dhe pi fioc that a lot of Chinese immigrate to
settle down. John Crawfufd (#035103)1 ed about Chinese who live in period of

King Taksin that G

Y Y
II Be -!" fﬂf

Gh:ne&e deems to par:-:uada these pet}pla to live

ISP N TS

4Chinese p-:npulatiun creates materlal change that

ARTR n_m;g ) PANETTR 8

time is a change

There are a lot of assumptions about Chinese immigration in Thonburi
period. Some cause is internal event of China so a lot of Chinese immigrate because of
starvation and find new workplace and some escapes from Qing dynasty administration.
Another cause is from event in Philippines Island. In 1766 a lot of Chinese who did not

accept to convert religion were exiled by Spanish. A significant reason causes
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immigrant of Chinese is half breed, Thai-Chinese, of King Taksin attract Teo-chiu

Chinese immigrate and settle down in Thonburi. William G Skinner (2529: 19) concluded

that
“Normally King Taksin must support Teo-chiu

Chinese especially who can speak same language

as him. In his reigr ”-/r 1w Chinese was called as

Royal Chingsé. SIGL Taksin's policy is

o attracisaie e to Bangkok

and curregl

Howe - is prosperity of Chinese trade
in territorial SoutheaSt Agia ati@Rs! ﬁ"“ S eral regions to immigrate and find

work especially aftg

ll r', Q\'\ on of Chinese announcement is
M, i SSLE

cancelled and year 23 ng re arty insurance announcement for
Chinese who want to retufi to/C :f'a'*..; 8z

¢ LAsia becomes channel for a lot
of private Ghinas ing Taksin to trade in private

individual. Many Chl :

fekemare ”ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ"'ﬂ’ ﬂW‘TWE‘I“Tﬂ'T‘““
mammmmmﬁn g3

Ayudhaya and several cities such as Eastern cities, Songkla believe that these Chinese

became crucial nnhleman Pfivate Chinese who trade for King

must have various duties in trade networking of Southeast Asia.

Various lineages of Chinese can be separated according to race and

role as follows:
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Canton Chinese

The important nobleman is Yang Chin Chong or Phraya Pichai Isawan (#
n97304 1IFAN29A: 2540, 110). He was Canton Chinese, sail for trading between Siam
and China. He entered government service in year 1768 in position of royal letter sender

to Chinese emperor. King Taksin also used ship of Yang Chin Chong in delivery of royal

dhimas city instead of Mor Tsu Lin
responsible for controlimg=treas and =trading 1:1:}11-:5'11!'\1‘:11!&?‘1 65 Wres

WIAIATNTISULTRL A IIUINRIBNTISULT, 2512: 178).

Obvious authority of Yzl oldiers when attacking Budhimas

city that was the secog d ~,\\ oyal army. (Us \BEAFad, 2541
294) Phraya Pichaflsa hifese nobleman to King Taksin.

T

{(Sarasin Viraphol, ay in year 1777, King Taksin

arranged a funeral sa H ny with Chao Narasuriyawongse.

Teo-chiu Chinese

i

Thonburi and eastern coast cities. Several people were dominant in economy and
L

trading sucﬁsﬁ'ﬁn‘?w lﬂtﬁd“ﬂﬁp&ipaniuh responsible for

preparation ofjvarious goods to junk for selling in private individual at China. He was

¢ - Qs
altw& WTﬁqﬂmﬁqm T?ﬂtﬂ?lazﬂs per year that are
Chinrugng and Setthimuangchonburi (Sarasin Viraphol, 1977: 163). After that he was

promoted to be Phra Pichai Waree responsible for controlling governmental junk to

In Chiu  Chinese immigrated in both

China every year. (Sarasin Viraphol, 1977: 163). Another important Teo-chiu Chinese
was Tran Lien who was promoted to be Phra Pipit Vatee Kosathipbodi. After King Taksin
defeated Hatien city, Phraya pipit was promoted to be Phrayarachasetthi, Hatien
governor showing that King Taksin trusted him very much. (15 18uas39d, 2541: 271-

274) In map of Burma recorded that Teo-chiu community was around Phraya Pipit's
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house that meant Phraya Pipit was a leader of Teo-chiu Chinese in Thonburi. Teo-chiu

Chinese in this reign is called as "Royal Chinese”. Leonard Andaya (1999: 6) mentioned
Royal Chinese that

“They seem to be a merchant of King

of China. King Taksin did not rely on this Chinese

't politic and military the most

dominant role of hiu Chinese became Chinese

community who influg in reign.

Hok Kian Chinese

$lsian .-..':;.:-::.:-i buri since Ayudhaya period.

Some of them immiges (e »4‘5'1"'-' Hok Kian Chinese in Thonburi

lived around Kudlch
One of the Ff E’q B‘ng]orr ang, Hok Kian merchant,
who migratedjlo Songkla in year ? . He suc{: n tobat;cu cultivation and trade

unﬂw Wagea m?tﬁg?t m ing at Songkla, he
was promot co lonaire of Songkla. ( W Mz nAR 53

WIAIATTIIBIRITAT WHIBIUATATETTHNIIE NIANIMITEIBNINGS, 2476: 76) His merit from

area but group of nmportant nd blemen lived in southern region.

nest tax by dedicating 50 chang per year and always deliver to the capital city made
him be promoted to be Luang Intornkirisombat governing Songkla. Hok Kian community
became Chinese group who made wealthy from trade and had power and influence in

Songkla area that was an important port.
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Jennifer Wyane Cushman commented in case of Wu Yang that he is one

of Chinese merchant who received concession monopoly in several businesses as well
as was a domeslic middleman that provided goods to Central Market of Bangkok.
(Cushman, 2528: 93)

Wu Yang, Songkla governor, was probably another Chinese merchant

who assisted King Taksin to procure goods to sell in several cities in the kingdom.

Conclusion

9 ' was established after collapse
of Kingdom of Ayu 2 il 1 alf Bleod Chinese-Siam King who was
a cart merchant befo

Expansign g [ : \ ileast Asia became significant factor
0

that made new built small" togilike Strengthen in economy and poalitic as

new dynasty of Burma and ‘w‘ ; happened through reign but Thonburi can
create economigal “and “irade  pro Qression NG/ gifferent from Fukien during
administration of 21 1g"and VOC dynasty concurrently

but trade was develop ed impressively.
bﬁ\ m with Chinese merchant

leaded acoﬂsﬁﬂ I[EWI ﬁ.].sfjﬁ’rent from China that was
Eﬂ ﬁ ’ﬁﬂkmg. King Taksin
mmralﬁmg& ﬂ ﬂwj mﬂ blishment as new
capital city of Siam. Ports in this area were important market that Chinese merchant
passed lo trade with several cities. Merging with southern cities made Kingdom of
Thonburi to be able lo occupy trade networking around Thai gulf where a lot of junk
traded between Southern China and Southeast Asia. King Taksin on behalf of new

leader of Chao Phraya River Kingdom was most encouraged by Chinese merchant and

Chinese community. Therefore he could use advantage of Chinese from different race
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who settle down at important ports of Southeast Asia and trade between Southern China

and Southeast Asia.

In year 1771, this year regarded as a real origin of Thonburi because
Thonburi had higher power than eastern coast cities, southern cities, Hatien port and
Cambodia. Thonburi can control trade networking and crucial trade route in Chinese
trade current that was expanding in Southeast Asia.

For only 15 yeass\ Kihgdom of Thonburi had been established and

developed to have econ _ politichrGers tency. Progress and development of

AULINENINEINg
AR TN TN
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CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

Trading has been compared as breath of Southeast Asia since ancient

time. Several ports in this region became trading centers that attracted merchant and

Asia,

Dema = i Chi

became center of tradge® 1/ [ 8 ror China. Even a lot of Chinese

igh like supply. Southeast Asia

merchants and Chinese Southeast Asia but trading of China

had not reached the*higgesgipgint. Until187 Gentur al palace of China announced
policy regarding as af® ‘ @se trading in this region that was

cancellation of sea prohibitign. of Chinese trade highly resulted

# R

in Southeast Asia region” InGtement “of as well as Chinese immigrants made

progress in several fields fef Several pol new ports were established in region.
Trading atmosphese-iounshed and made economicalorbdress all over Southeast Asia.
W X

After that starvation ime of food import from Southeast

Asia especially Siam or Ayudhaya. Rice became important export that made wealthy
L7

together withﬂuﬂ E’f s ‘ w gﬁ?rfWrade.

9Role of Chinese was difficult to be separated from trading of Ayudhaya
e/

¢ o
MnﬁMﬂlwlﬂwwwmﬁ a urishing trade in
Ayudhaya in 17" century period as well as governmental monopoly for mostly grabbing
profit but Chinese could be a part of trade current in both Ayudhaya royal palace and
private merchant. However 18" century was regarded as the maximum of trading
between Ayudhaya and China. Besides rice trading increased obviously, Chinese could
be promoted to be important lord in position of Phya Treasury as well.

However war problem occurred in Mainland Southeast Asia became

significant factor resulting in interruption of several dominant areas in Chinese trade
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current. Ayudhaya was the one of those areas where finally was attacked and seized by

Burma.

Thonburi was established as new capital City of Chao Phraya River
instead of Ayudhaya, leading by half blood Thai-Chinese King who was a cart merchant
and soldier in the past, he was called as King Taksin afterward. King Taksin considered

important of economy that could drive and strengthen kingdom therefore he attempted

able to combine Thonbuiime-tace ‘ming-belween Southern China and Southeast

\\?\&\’"‘

e foresaw benefits in occupyin
\\ pying

supported economy and trading

flourishing areas and s JALOTNIG! T5 e ~ , King Taksin tried to precede
n Thonburi more succeeded in

.* including Chinese merchant who
c- 2ction capacity and goods delivery to
port of China of Thonburi, Chisie 56/ febior me }mpurtant force for development of
Thonburi Kingdomanot onty trade that was a8 Sbviads ole but also participation in
building kingdom afdb "

15 yes wem very short tirne fora King@am but Thonburi could establish

and deveiu ﬂﬁ'\fter Thonburi collapsed,
Rattanakosin qnﬂ mﬂmg pawarfﬂ;{mntry onward by possessing trade
ﬁﬂw ﬁWWﬁ Errrent of China to

This study points to a number of several question that warrant further
research. One direction for further research | would suggest here is King Rama | and his
attempt to taking control of the commercial network that was created by King Taksin, is
an interesting topic. As | mentioned, Chinese and King Taksin himself played an

important role in the trade network of South China and Southeast Asia. His ability to
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control trade network based on his relation with Chinese migrants. After he was

dethroned, King Rama | was able to replace King Taksin in the trade network the
dethroned king had established even thought King Rama | had no ethnic connection as
King Taksin.

AULINENINYINS
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