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,The-soufce of karﬁic'theory can'be traced\back.to.theﬁ
-ancient concept of “Rta" in the Veda. Thls concept later on
gradually developed and was- applied into the moral realm and then
generally accepted in the Upanlsads. As soon as Buddhlsm was .
firmly establlshed, it appeared that the Buddha recognlzed this
concept in some aspect and also elaborated it in detall. In a
sense, we may Say. that_the essentlal core of Buddhlsm can be .
summed up by this concept or in other WOrds by the very word
- Ykarma'" both in Metaphyulcal -and ordlnary level of senses. -. SO
Buddhlsm may be called "Karma—Vada," Wthh is. dlametrlcally opposite

to ”Akiriya-Vada,“ the doctrine existing at that tlme.

The.Buddhist concept of karmacnnxbe derived“from two|
soufces: the one as exposed in . buttanta Texts and the ‘other as
ﬁexplained in the commentary. This does not mean that both are
‘dlfferent in thelr essence, but they. are compiement to each other

instead. Accordlng to Suttanta. the karmas are of four kinds:



(i) black karma having black result, (2) white rkarma having white
result, (3) black and white karma having black and white result,
and. (4) nelther—black—nor-whlte karma hav1ng nelther-black—nor-
'white result. In the commentary, the. commentator tries to gather
the various concepts scattered in the Suttanta and put 1nto a
systematic theory, the purpose of which is to make it more coherent
and comprehensible. Thils 43 the reason why we flnd the twelve
kinds of karmas in tHred groups,,namely _(1) karma.characterlzed
by time, (2) karma chapacterized bj force, and_ (3) karma charac-
terized by function; | . |

~ We find that the theory of karma plays the vital part also
in the Buddhist ethlcs. " This is because. the moral Judgement of
good and ev11 is based on the karmlc theory in toto, or in other
words, a man can make a new and careful ch01ce because of hls
knowledge of right_and wrong karma. " Again, it can be said that
in some aspect; a man at'present is determined‘by his>pretiousv’
actions, but his past unwholesome "karma can be weakened to some
" extent by his new meritdrlousvkarma. Sufflce it to say here that
any man has the freedom’to make_his‘sultable and new way of life

opp051te to -the past unde51rab1e one.

The Buddhist karmic theory is not a mere fantastlc theory
for.the purpose of_explaining phenomena._ Accordlng to Buddhlsm,
karma is the’ unlversal law, not related only to the time whether
the past, the present or the future. Thls law expounds always that

" the doer must obtain'his result inexorably and properly. The



Buddhist teaching, therefore, is not the hypot‘hesis only for the
sake of moral explanation as 1t is/said in Kant's Practical Reason,
but it is the actual pr1nc1ple or law whiech says nothing but the
fact that every kind of the. present results grow from the soil of
the past karmas and fromTthe present they must be reaped again in

future surely and 1nev1tably.

. As it ls-seen from the ahove.mentioned,'thelBudohist karmic
theory is more complete than the same theory in Brahmanlsm. The
reason for this, is that Buddhlsm lays down the autonomous pr1nC1-,-
ple'for the explanatlon both din the present and in the future.
Thls law can function 1ndependently w1thout the 1nterference of
the Absolute God, and it consoles the heart of all men better than
the moral theory which 1s llmlted only to the present. Thls 1s”
because the Buddh;st karmlc theory conflrms that the results of
karma must be recaped whether inthis llfe or in the next life and

above‘all it says that a man is the,archltecture of hlS own future.
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