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ABSTRACT

_Thg Léképpadipakasgra, a Palil work by MedhaTkara is
divided into eight chapters, each with independent contents and
complete in itself, The Text is well ‘accepted by scholars of
Buddhism both in Thailand ‘and in other countries. Chapters one
to seven of this text have been already studied by other

researchers,

The purpose-of-the-present-thesis-is-to . edit and conduct
an . analytical study of the eighth or the last chapter of the
Lokappadipakasifa text which deals with the nature of mankind
and its relation to the environments. It is expected that the
finished work/is a good edition of jthe Pali text of this chapter
complete with a Thai translation. In addition, it is hoped that
the work will be a 'contribution to the unqératanding ofy the

background and the style of writing of the author of this text.

The researcher used seven manuscripts in the preparation
of the edition., Six manuscripts of these are in Cambodian

character while the seventh is in Mon. The manuscripts are now-



preserved in the National Library of Bangkok. It is the hope
of the‘researcher to be able to reproduce a text approaching
the proto-text of MedhaTkara as muéh as possible, After the
edition had been read, a Thai translation was prepared and an

analytical study followed. The main points can be summed up

as follows,

The research-shows that the authorvof the Lokappadipaka-
sara Qrites in the#standard /Pali which is grammatically correct
and is careful ingprosodial style, It should be noted, however,
" that the author employs at times unique phraseology, such as
afiiafiffam instead of.the regular éﬁﬁamaﬁﬁaT. The entire chapter
is composed in Chanda meters, with the exception of the colophon

which is in prose dealing briefly with the iife of the author

himself.

" The author collects his material from the Tipitaka as
well as from commentaries, such as Sumamgalavilasinl and other
" later texts suth-as-Milindapanhas —The order-of presentation is

from shorter to-longer sections. Some of the metrical original

retained, while prose is rewritten in metrical fTorm.

This'particular chapter shows fhat the, author pays much
attention to ‘the-difference~of the levels'of intellectuality.
of man, his behavioral patterﬁs and'his social standings / The
work /also deals with human belief in miracles and various

matural phenomena such as rainfall, thunder, rainbow and others.
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