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ABSTRACT

The aim of Gthis /thesis is o study tne concept of cosmology
as revesled in Suttantdpitaka, The vesearcher has found that the
concept acéording Lo ghis Pitska'ds the wo'rld ortlook concernirg
the nature of the world and: the cosmoé is 'relation to the concept
of mind and the law of Kdemh, the wosful states of existence and
the blisful states of existence dpreover, it rLas been found that the
Tuddhist philosepty does igrore also the probleus about Metaphysics.
This is because it is not worthwnile to eradicaﬁe suffering or to
cbtein tlhe final freedom woich is tle altimatle ain of the buddhist
pailosophy. Tt is because of this) fact ‘that| the Biddra's teaching
las nmore eﬁp}?asis on epistemological methqd leading to the true
knowledpe andion ethical peoints oF on good‘ practiset [Than on other
ways. The Buddhist philosophy, however, according to tris futtarta
ansusrs +o one problem of truths that the bLody and mind of bveings
are relatively cornected with mental levels as tre results of Dharma

practices. Thnis is the same ideas as exposed in Abhidharma.



The concept of cosmolopy as revgaled in‘Suttantapitaka is of
two tipes of knowledge, theAfirst of wiich derived from experiences
end this kind of knowledge is the knowledge aboit nature e...
animals and vegetables and some of which zre the kind of knowled-e
about cosmology ineluding the fects of astronomy As tar as the
explanations of cosmology and its’ nat e is concerned, they
partly deal with various legends; Sut the meaning hiddeﬁ ingide tkese
legends contains inherentliy the'ideés of netural evalution i~
themselves, that is to say, the'planet earth, after taking place,
eventually is developing and_thea the doom will inevitably follow.
The same process would return again and again and the time of which
conneot be countéd and predicted, As for the genesis of life, tle
Tuddhist philosophy advocetes tiat man is nore important that other
things and that the first group of human beings who had come‘from
the heaven of Abhassars Brabma and mede fiis planet. earth for their
nome, This lepend-cen—be-interprebed that Himan beings ; derived
from good hiature at least in one of its 1eveis, or haman lelings
from human beings. Thelr guscessive lives or the aext lives after
death depend on their new Karmas here ‘again.” ‘He kcowledge of
Astroaomy-as revealed by the Buddha partly can he compar=d with
modern Xaowiedge of the same‘suhject, 5ut sone’ Kinds '0f such
subject cannot be so treated with our contemp@rary knowledges., This
is because scienceé in this field ére going or investigation and
research, For example the Buddha said that on the other planets,
there are various living things like our esrth. Each planet may lLave

conteined heaven and hell including the seas and surroundings,



irotier line of this kind of knowledge ie the krowled(e
derived from intultion of the fuddha throuch this power of
clairvovance, This refers to hhe different spieres of being
which there are various descriptions about tle dread of woeful
stzte of existence and tie happiness in the heavern. The descriptious
lay emphasis on the gemnesis of lifethat it is closely rélated to
tre lew of Kerma,  Thie way jields good results for the sake of
pursuading marn 46 Lehsve morally with Loping that results of
doing good wild mske Him reack heaven and in contrast to the happy
state of existeficesas/ slichy the results éf ﬁnwholesome action wiil
iead him tb thefurtiappy stite Of existence,

The details of various state of existence gsceording to
Sutténtapipaka carl be divided intotwo forms : Cbjective and
Subjective. The first refersAto the existence of heaven and
i:e11 which is objective. The description iu detaiil about each
division of iis existence together with the nature of 1ife on it

has been expounded clearly.

The second is the Subjeetive which corcerns the Leaver and
Liell inhereri in tle mman nind. This is nothing but the different
states of himan mind whichAaré related Bo the coniact between
interr.el sense orgens and external objects. Through contact as
such in deily life, arise various kinds of poth good and bad emotion.
Some Thai scaolars irterpreted these two forms of descriytions sucih
55 the concept of heaven and hell probably refers to the state cf

existerce on the other stars far beyoud. In that rlace there



existed living beings that avre better than human beings on tnis
planet earth and the living beings on the cther sturs who are
lower than our beings, that is the hell. There are also sonre
Thai scholars interpreted this concépt snch as they are really
confined withir. our serse fields, or ir other words, the heaven
and hell are nothing but the hea&en and Lell inlerent in owr
minds. So each.of us can freely advocates oue of thé ﬁwo
interpretations witholt causing damage UC the main tenet of
Buddhist philosophy.. This is Fecsuse eacn cue of the two
interpretations deads him zlways to behave morally.

The knowledge jof cosmology as revealed in Sutiantapiaka
may suggest fhe adm O0Ff 1ife in Lwo ways @ The first leads a men
to do good with hoping that good action yields good results iu
the present life; whereas, the seeond teach & man tu choose
Niravana as the ultimate aim of life wiihout hoping to take rebirth

again and again on the other planes of existeuce for. ever
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