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rAbstract

| Thls.ls.a studybof clas51f1ers'ln Lahu Na based on data
collectea through the 1nterv1eus w1th £ natlve speakers of the
language one of whlch serves as the prlnciple 1nformant whlle the
rest glve their confirmatlon or. obJectlon to the use of clas31f1ers.
e11c1ted from the orlnc1ple 1nformant. The data con51st of 386 |

hcla331f1ers, whlch are found to occur w1th 968 nouns.’

. The analy51s of the clas51f1ers reveals that the& can behv
‘:d1v1ded 1nto dlfferent types on the basis of 3 crlterla used in thev
'jStudyra number of; morphemes, co;occurrence w1th numerals, an& eo;h

_ oceurrence w1th noups: On the basrs of number of morphemes, the
:largest group‘consists of 193 ode—morpheme’class1f1ers. The.rest,'
except one w1th four morphemes,.contalns 154 two—morpheme and 38
thrEe;morpheme'classzflers. Coeoccurrence w1th te1 dlfferentlates,
‘>one group of cla531frers from the rest. .Co-occurrenees Of’nouns and_'A'
class1f1ers.are constralned by selectlonal.restrlctlons, 'uhich

requlre that the two classes of word whlch co—occur are



'seméﬁfiCaliy héx@oﬁioué. .Since these'restriétiéns_are"not éqﬁally'
étfié£ifor.élljclassifiers, ,ﬁhey'can be'used,as'ériteria to .
rdifferéntiate'Z'groupé.; of ciassifiérsf:;thosé ﬁﬁiﬁh aré highly
égnéfrained'aﬁdvthége which are slightl& céntrainéd as to their co- =
“qccurrenc¢ Qith noﬁns. Auto—élaSsifiefs and_Special'claésifiérs are
in vthe,fofmef‘groﬁp-ﬁﬁile’élassifierS'ﬁééning 'the’or'kin&', Uﬁits
§f1Meésurémen:,_ané the Neutral_classifiér.ﬂgéz';are'in'fheliaﬁter

‘group. . -

In addition, £his' thesis presents constraints on co-occurrence .

of nouns: and classifiers in terms of selectiomal restriction features.
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