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Thesis Title : UNIT TEACHING AND TEACHING UNITS IN THE £LEMENTARY
SCHOOL |
Name : Miss Syikrajang komsmazn
Thesis Advisos ¢ Professor Sumon Amornvivat
Department Elementary Education

Acedemic Year 3 1982

ABSTRACT

Purposes of the studyz

1. To study the gvolution of Unit Teaching and Tesching Units

~ in the Elementary Sehool both in Thailand and in other countries,

2. To study ‘and collect concerning data sbout : the
characteristics of Unit Teaching and Teaching Units; the important
components, their utilizetion in the classroom instruction and related

protlems as percieved by the Thai educators.
Procedures:

This Historical research| was conducted under the following

proceduxres:.

1. Studying w®nd  collecting of concerning data— sbout tnit
Teaching and Tﬁaching Units from curriculs and teachers® mennual,
books, magazines and the other related papers both in Thai and in

English.

2. Interviewing the educators and the teachers who had ever

constructed and participeted in curricula plsnning, The Chachoengsao



Pilot Project and the Bangkok-Thonburi Project related to utilization,

requirement end trend of Unit Teaching and Teaching Units, and other

relevant. factors,
3, Organizing end presenting the data in descriptive form.
Findingss

Unit Teaching and  Teaching Units were initiated in U.S.A.
during the time of‘educaticnal reform, The concepts of Unit
Teaching were influenced /by thg philosophy of Progressive Education
which emphasized on "What student®’s learnqﬁ" rather than "What is
to ba=taught.“ The two basic principles sxe  Gestalt psychologys
"The whole is more than/ the sum of its perts,” and Dewey®s philosophy
which emphasized on learning by doing; individuel differences, naedé

and interests of the learmers, child centered‘andvthe democratie - values,

The objectivés of Unit Teaching and/ Teaching Units were to
give children integrated experiences and developed physical, emotional,
gocial, and intellec@ual growth, It aimed to develope the learners?
personality,/the abilities to think, to|do | andiitorsolve problemé, so
that the learners could apply experiences in their daily lives, Unit
Teaching and | Teaching Units'gavcethe ¢hildren | the oppértunities to
practice group liviﬁg,‘zo live and work together in tﬁe democratic

society, democratic cooperativeness, repponsibility and self-discipline,

Unit Teaching was an integrated teaching. The contents in
different fields were related and integrated into the main topics or
unitss The lesson served the needs and interests of the leerners. The

instruction was learner-centered and the pupil had important roles in



=

lesson=planning, under the. teachers' guidance., There were various ways
of teaching-learning activities with emphasis on individual differences.
and learning process, Unit Teaching alse. enhancgd creativenes;,
democratic principles, thinking, practicing and problem solving in daily

life,

Types of Teaching Units:

~_

a, According to.the units contents s

1e Subject Matter Units, The subject-matter in the
curriculum could be organized into 3 forms: Topic Units, Problem Units,

and Correlafed Units,

2. Experience Units. This kind of unit was constructed
on the learners' experiences and learning activities. There were 4
forms: Experience Units, Project Units, Activity Units and Life Situation

Uni'ts.
be According to Instructional Objectives:

14 Resource tinits. | This 'kind of unit was constructed ¢o

be the resources for the teachers in planning Teaching Units.

2. ' Teaching Units. " Tt was the unit planned-for sgggific'

contents and specific group of learners.

3, Commercial Units, This kind of unit was cxpaiimented

and improved. The objectives, contents, activities and teaﬂhihﬂ“aiﬂﬁ .

were suggested in the uﬁit;comple$gly!fo:,'the»taach.r.o



0
Tha'concepts.oﬁ Unit Teaching land Teaching Units had been
adopted for Thailend in B.E. 2494 by the Chachoengsso Filot Project
Committee and in B.E, 2495 by the Bangkok-Thonburi érojact Committee,
Since then, it was currently improved and the ideas.of tnit Teeching
were taught 3in the teacher training institution., Anyhow, the
implementation of Unit Teaching had not been successful, The main
problems were misunderstanding 6f its concept and the application in
classroom instruction. The teachers could not construct and performed
verious learning teeching activities iIn the units, lacking of

instructional resources and the long=time old concept of teacher-centered

activities had been still unchanged,

tUnit Teeching and Tesching tinits had been more effective in the
éurriculum development and classroom instruction in fhailanﬂ; Since
B.E. 2503, the Correlated curriculum and Core curriculum facilitated
~the teachers to perform Unit Teaching more effectively., The Elementary
Curriculum B,E. 2521 presented evidently the Unit concept in the
principles, objectives, structure of contents and instructiomal
activities, The contents in thﬁ' Aren of Life Experiences, Chexstter
Education and Worke{iriented Education were 1htsgrat§d in soms parts. The
twelve units in Life Experiences Area wers conducted for the good life

of the learners, with the(ahilities to thiﬁk, to do &nd (to solve problems,

Unit Teaching and Teaching Units werse avcmtually developed and
improved in the elementary school and in the classroom imstruction, The
effectiveness of this methodology would enable the educational objectives

and the learners® lives in our country. -
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