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ABSTRACT

Buddhism is diwdded inte two main schools, namely,
The:avgda (HInayana : the Small “Vehicle) and Mah%}gna (The Great
Vehicle). The schism of the Buddhist Order (Safigha) which led
to the division of these two schools occurred in the Second
Buddhist Council (safigiti) apout one hundred year after Buddhal's
Parinibbana, but it was not before the sixth century of the
Puddhist era that the Mahayana appeared clearly in the history
of Buddhi=sm,

' Among the many differences between Theravada and Mahayana,
the most important is the ddecals of'Bodhisattava and Arahat,
While the Mahayéhists uphold the ideal of Bodhisattava, the
Tharavadiﬁs ére céptent with the'attainment of |[AraHatShipeg For
the Mahayanists salvation is meaningful only when it is a salvation
for all, but for the Theravadins salvation is a matter of selfw
help for individual,

NEgErjuna was the founder of éﬂnya - vada or Madnyamika,

one of the important sub - schools of Mahayana, He proposes



T

a new concept‘to Buddhism, that is the concept of éﬁnyata (the
voidness)s éﬁnyaté does not mean the nothingness of everything,
but means that all elements are devoid of a real eseence of their
owvn. Everything is dependent on each other and has no nature or
reality of its own (pissvabhavatva or éanya); He disproves the
opponent's thesis by using the dialectic, but does not prove any
thesis of his own. The dialectigc is & self-conscious spiritual

movement and a series of rédnctio ad absurdum. It means that

the rejedtign of each wiew is not based om any positive grounds
or the acceptance of another views it is based solely on the inner
contradiction implicit/in each views Every thesis is turned
against itself because of lits self=contradictory charapter.
Nagarjuna in the Fast and Kant and Hegel in the West,
although they belong to different ages, have a similar method in
their philosophies, i.e., they employed dialectic as an instru=
ment in searching for philosophical fruth.' There is some differ-
ehces, however, in Hegel's and Nagarjuna's dialectics Hegel's
dialectic is a~hmavewent  from,the lower concept with less essence
to the higher dne with more essence and &t last ‘reach the ultimate
reality through Transcendental (Intuiltion. Nagarjuna's dialectic
is a critical analysis to move the nature of éﬁnyaté which leads
ﬁo freedom from attachment to all theories and at last to salva=
tion. Kant and Nigdrjuna divide knowle&ge into two levels, namely,
knowledge through expefience and knowledge beyond experience.
B;t only through intuition or knowledge beyond experience, one can

realize the nature of ultimate realitys
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