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ABSTRACT

Purpose:

The purpose of #fhis study is to compare the acheivement of
Social Studies of the First Certificate Level students between
those who study in the Learuing Center Classroom and those who

attend the conventional teacher - centered cléssrooms.

Procedure:

The topics on "hustralia," a part of Social Studies pro-
grams, was selected to teachs 60 First Certificate Level students
at Dhonburi Teacher Training Celleage. Students were devided
equally into two groups, the. Experiment and Controlled groups.

Each group consisted of 30 students. The controlled studied in

the conventional classroom while the Experimental studied in the
Learning Center Classroom. The Experimental was devided into six
groups of activities relating to the topic, utilizing instructional

packages as the major media in teaching. These instructional



packages allowed the students to work individually and in groups.
Tach group was given 25 minutes to complete work in each activity
ecenter. Then they moved on untill the work at all centers were
completed.

Member of the Controlled group studied in fhe conventional
teacher~centered élassroom* utilizing eertain instructional media
such as maps, globe, pictures and so One However, the instructional
media were not ;ystémgticélly produced in the form of packages,

The results of the studies of the two groups were immediately
compared to determine the achievement of each group, right after
the end of the class: Alwsek laten another test was given to each.
group to determine the retention of the subject matter. The data
and informations obtained from this study were then computed to

determine. The z-test was appiied to compare.
Major ¥indings: =

Theré were no significant difference in achievement between
the study in the Leafning Center Classroom which ultilized in-
gtructional packages and ‘that in /thel conventionallclassroom which
utilized ordinary media such as maps, élobe, pietures etc. at‘the
05 significant levels However), ﬁt is' evideneced 'that-the Learning

)

Center Classroom yields more retention ability of certain knowledge °

»

than does the conventional one.

Reocommendations:

Although there was no significant difference of acheivement



T

between the study in the Learning Cent;r Classroom and in the Gon-
ventional Classroom, it was evidenced that in fhe Learning Center
Classroom the students were given more of the opportunities to
practice how to (1) express themselves freely, (2) make decisions
of their own, (3) work well with others, (4) learn how to learn,
and (5) take responsibility for both thenselves and others. The
fjves characteristics are necessary for member of democratic
societies.

The results reveals that studying.in the Learning Center
Classroom was more effeétive/in terms of quality learning and the
preparation of qualified members. fox any democratic society.
Teachers at all levels should be encouraged to utilized the Learning
Center Classroom techniques in teaching the young in order to
prepare thenm to live happily in the demecratic society. The Learn-
ing Center Classroom techniques are also in the same direction as
the policies recommended in the future plan for-educational reform

in Thailand.
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