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ABSTRACT .

The purposes of this vesearch were to study the needs in
continuing education of professional nurses at Training Center
Hospitals and to compare their needs and opinions concerning pat-

terns of continuing education in nuxsing.

The Subjects of 621 professional nurses in fourteen Train-
ing Cénter Hospitals in Thailand were selected by stratified and
systematic random sampling. The Subjecﬁs were devided into three

_groups according.to (1} location of ‘the Training Center Hospitals

(2) present position, and (3) lengthi®of nursing experierce.

%

A set of questionnaires was constructed by t.= researcher
after consulting eleven experts and having pre-tested the instru-
ment with nurses in Saraburi Training Center Hospital. of 621

questionnaires sent out,S558 questionnaires (82.8 per cent) were



returned, The data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage

and the Chi square test,

The Major Findimgs

1. The survey of needs din continuing education of the
Training Center Hospital professional nurses revealed that 91.9
per cent of the nurses believed it was necessary to continue
their study, and 90.7 per cent expressed their desire for conti-
nuing education.

2. Comparing the nurses' needs and patterns of continuing
education, the result of survey showed:

2.1 No statistical sigﬁificance at the 0,05 level was
found in needs for continuing education of Training Center Hos-
éi£a1 nurses in different regions of the country. Therefore, the
nypothesis was retained.

2.2 The opinions of nurses in different positions con-
cerning need to comtinue their study, were statistically signifi-
cant difference at the 0.05 levél, Therefore, the hypothesis was
accepted.

2.3 The opinions 'of nurses with -different lengths of
t ime In nursing profession regarding néeds to continue their stu-
dy were statistically significant difference at the 0.05 level.

Therefore, the hypothesis was acceptea.



2.4 The hypothesis stated "there is no difference in
nurses’ opinions concerning the patterns of continuing education
between nursing groups working in different Training Center Hos-
pitals in each region. " The result showed a statistically sig-
nificant difference at the 0.05 level. So the hypothesis was re-
jected.

2.5 The hypothesis stated “murseé with different posi-
tions havé different opinions ¢oncerning the patterns of continuing
edqucation”. The result showed a statistically significant dif-
ference in nurses' opinions ¢oncerning the patterns of continuing
education at the 0.05 level, so this hypothesis was retained,

2.6 The hypothesis stated 'hurses with different lengths
of time in nursing profession have diffe¥ent opinions concerning
the patterns ofwcontinuing education.” The result showed a sta-
tistically significant différence in nurses' epinions concerning

the patterns of continuing educaticon at the 0.05 level. Therefore,

the hypothesis was aceepted.
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