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Thesis Title Citation Analysis of Master's Theses on
Library Science related to College and
University Libraries
- Name Miss Aree Cheunwattana
fhesis Advisor [ssistant Professdr Prapavadee Suebsonthi, Ph.D.
Department Library Science

Academic Year 198 1

ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this'study is to determine the
form, subject, time span,’ language, country of publidation,
and the type of cited documénts. This study also aims at
identifying the most cited -journals., The source publication
‘used in this study was 371 ribrary science master's theses
relating to college and uniﬁersity libraries, These theses
were completed between 1965-1979 at the Department of Library
Science, éraduate Schosl, Chulalongkorn University. The foot-
notes used in this citation @nalysis were totally, 1,765. The
r=sults were analyzed and presented ing percentage and can bhe

summarized as follows:

Tt was found that books and journals were the most
important forms of literature cited by the master's candidates.

Approximately, 67 percent of the total citations referred to



the literature of library and information science. The rest
cited the materials in other disciplines, of which the social
science literature was predominant. Concerning the date of
cited documents, it was indicated that the researchers in this
area tended to cite the recent liferature published within the
past 5 and 10 years. In terms of Yanguages, the English docu-
ments made up aboub61 pereent of thé teotal eitations. The
Thai documents accounteéd for about 39 percent. Nearly 50
percent- of the cited dqcumenfs was published in the United
States. In additdon, it was apparent that most of the-cita—-

tions referred to the secondary sources,

From the analysis of 549 journal citations, 26 main
journals were referred by about 80 percent of the total
journal citations. The most cited Thai journal was Thai

Library Association Bulletin, whereas College & Research

Libraries was mostly cited among other English library

journals.

Although the findings of this study repfesented the
characteristics™of the literatwvre presumably used by one
specific’ group of researchers, they have several implications
to library practice. Yor instances, they can serve libra-
rians as the guidelines in library c¢ollection development,

especially in setting up the selection and acquisition



policies. They also guide the librarians in arranging appro-
priate information services in order to fulfill the users'

needs,

Since this study was conducted only in the area of
college and university libraries, further studies on citation
analfsis of the whole field of l1ibrary science are needed 30
as to enlighten the growth and structure of the literature
in this field. Librarians working in other types of libra-
ries (i.e., special /libraries in science and social sciences,
etc.) can apply this method to study the use of library and
materials indirectly. The fesults obtained may be useful
for their library collection development as well as informa-
tion service arrangement.s Besides, the comparative studies
of the citation.analysis and the actual library use, along
with using other types of source publications (i.e., mono-
_graphs, serials, etc.) in citation analysis should receive
further considerations and are reccommended. ' These studies
will likely point.out the effective and validimethod of

citation analysis.
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