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Thesis Title The Role of Reason in Kant's Work

Name Misé Pataraporn Sirikanchana
Department Philosophy
Academic Year 1977

ABSTRACT

Aﬁcording to Kanty man is a rational being. In human
mind, there is reason of which we can find no origin. It is
universal and based upon free@om. Oniaccount of knowledge,
reason is the imporian£ agent to organize objecﬁs, judge every
kinds of objects of human mind and accerdingly human knowledge
is both subjective and obfective. Reason has 2 roles : sgpeculative
reason and practic%l reason, The role of the former is to know
anything within the limit of phenomenal world, whereas the role
of the latter (is ‘to know anything beyond  phencmenal world and
to reveal noumenal world. Trying to use speculative reason in
order topanswer any‘branséendental problems mayinvolve antino=-
mies, On acc;unt of morality, practical reason produces categori-
cal imperﬁti?e, whereas épeculative reason produces hypothetical
“imperative. Since Kant's philosophy is rathér difficult to under=
stand and some issues are obsecure, a lot of criﬁics argue at them

and see that Kant's "reason" cannot answer any problem about



ultimate reality but he tries to use reason to explain things
beyond the capacity of reason.Moreover, he asserts that human

knowledge is confined to concepts so that man cannot know any=-

thingin other forms. All
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the world one must interpret the particulars given in sense
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2John Locke, An Easax Concerning Human Understandin
quoted in A.J, Ayer, British Empirical Philosophers (Mass :

Murray Printing Co., 1968) y Pe 133+ ".se when the mind cannot

so bring its ideas together as, by their immediate comparison

and, as it were, juxtaposition or application one to another,
to perceive their agreement or disagreement, it ‘is fain, by
the intervention of other ideas (one or more, as it happens),
to discover the agreement or disagreement which it searches}
and this is what we call ‘reasoning'."
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?Frank N, Magill (ed,), Masterpieces of Worid Philosophy
(NeYe: Harper & Row, PublicherSy INCe, 1901)y Da 208+ NeeehB
pure spirit, God creates the matter of the world ex nihilo, but
he creates it accerding to a model he had in mind prior to the
creation. 9$hat is, as Augustine had said earlier, all the essences
that are manifested in the world existed in God's thought prier to
creatione JInsofar as this ne%workkof‘essenqeg'in the model
according to which the world is created, it is the formal first
cause of the worid (Augustine had called the divine ideas tthe
reason'), and as first cause it is identical with God..."
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1*Immarmel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals
quoted in H.J. Paton, Immanuel Kant : Groundwork of the letaphysic
of Morals (N.Y.: Harper & Row, Publishers, InOsy 1964), p. ©O.
"Everything in nature works in accordance with laws. Only a
.rational being has the power to act in accordance with his idea
of laws that is, in accordance with principles and only so has he
a wille Since reason is required in order to derive actions from
lawa, the will is nothing but practical reasons.."
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Sprank Ne Magill (ed.), 0ps Cite, Dpe 504= 95. "The very
essence of spirit is activity; i% vealizes its potentiality -
makes itself its. own deed, its own work =~ and thus it beocomes an
object to itself; contemplates itself as an objective existence
+«s Idea or Reason thus constitutes the primary formative prin-
ciple in Hegel's philosophical systems This idea expresses
itself first dn-Nature but-also in spirifs ,The triadic unity of
Idea, Natiirey and /Spirit thus defines the whole of Hegel's system.
Expressed in Terms of his dialectiscal logicy Idea is the thesis,
Nature the antithesis, and Spirit the synthesis,"

fGBavid Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature quoted in Robert
Paul Wolff (ed.), The Essential David Hume (NeYe: The Hew
American Library, Inc., 1969)y PPe 50=57e "All kinds of reason-
ing consist in nothing but a comparison and a discovery of those
relations, ejither tonstant or inconstant, where two or ‘more
objects bear to each other.., It is only causation which produces
such a connection as to give us assurance from the existence or
action of one object that it was followed or produced by any other .
existence or action..."
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