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Thesis Title - .- The Concept of Naturalism in Buddhist
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Name - Miss Pétrapc;m Moolsaward
Tﬁeéis Advisor. 1 Associéte Profeéssor Vichitr Kérdvisit
Department . , -Philqsophy
Acédeﬁié Yéar - 1982
ABSTRACT‘

The ébjective of‘this thesis is to present ome of thé
prominent characteristics of Buddhism, that is, Naturalism.

Naturalism is atheistic i& that it does not believe in
the Supernatural as the First Cause of nature, but it believes
that all living compoundedlér created things and non-living
compounded or nem-created things are under the natural law.
Besides this, it does believe in theipossibility of the eveolution
_theory, the law‘of cauéation and |also 'humanism.

As a result of this research, it is found that Buddhist
philosophy i\ in variopus aspects in harmony with Naturalism,
tﬁat is to say, Buddhist philosophy may be explaiﬁed in terms
of Atheism, Naturalism and also in the light of the Modern
Theofy of Evolution. This can be seen from the concept of
cosmogony and the origin of all things together with human
beings. Buddhist philosophy does nét lay emphasis on the First
Cause ot the Supernatural Power in regard to the origination

of all thinés. On the contrary, it explains this in terms of

)
!
!

ks



» ngtﬁrél‘évdiutipn undér,éhe'qétﬁrél law. Ag-fa; as.fhe idea ;f
.godé is concerned, though paftly exists iﬁ.thé teaéﬁings, it ié
" only to éhéw‘thgt those‘who Eehavé rightly wili ;eceive proper

results in feturﬁ. The godé gre justllige human beings, that

"~ is to éay, they may yield to their defilements. This is -

. )
diaﬁétricélly ?pposite to the Petiéct One or the Arahant.

“According to ﬁp&dhist philesophy, alllthings areIUnder
néturgl laﬁl the Jaw oﬁ-causatioh; This Qay be seen iﬁ'the
case'pf Sanékhatadhamma wﬁich m;ans all things are created in
the beginning, exist ané then decay in the ena.._The
characteristic as such is nothing but the manifestation of the
law of causation, fhé natural law which is predicated by principle
of Dhammaniyama {The Ovder of the Norm) or Tilakkhana (The Three
Signs of Beings). Even Paticcasamuppada or the Law of Dependent
Origin;tion confirms—this—principle-by-explaining things in
terms of relative faqtors. | |

. As for human beings, Buddhist philosophy advocates

Humanism, that is, man 1is _the natural product just like the
.other hatural things. The" fact may bé.cleared in Agganna Sutta,
which exposes the origin of human beings as.well ‘as the equality
among thém in nature and reétify the idea of castes by‘emphasizing
on the practical level of virtues instead of castes by birth.

The other view of Naturalism in human life 'according to
Buddhist philosophy may be seen in the Four Noble Truths.

Human life is really Dukkha or suffering in its nature and the



—

'!‘condition to be faced inevitably. 'huddhist phriosophy; besides

f::pointlng this fact exposes its orlgln (Dukkasmuddaya) and 1ts
:Lextinction (Dukkhanirodha) together w1th the way leading to
this state. Accordlng to this truths, man can utilize his
thoughts and practiee,by himself to penetrate and understand
these truths without dependlng on any supernatural power..

Another important doctrlne in the Buddhlst philosophy

:ie'the doctrine of Marmay /according to which human actions are:
reiated to.their résults,/ that ie, mah must aSSume full
'reeponeihility for the.results ofzhislactions. Karmas do not

. predominate his iife always, ~ Man himself is free to choose

the way of life through wis own ddcision in all actions. So,
in one aspect; man is determined by his past Karmas and in
other aspect he, is free because he can choose to act in order

to rectify his-past Karmas.

- The characteristic of'Naturalism in Buddhist philosophy
.as“mentioned above ;shows that Buddhist) teaching-is not somethdng
‘new invented by the Buddha, but it is the natural truths
" discovered and"exposed by hin.- The principle of fPractiice in
. Buddhist philosophp is-possible for man to follow and whatever
_the results will be depending upon his natural ability. Suffice

it to say now that one of the very important aspects of Buddhist

philosophy is Naturalism.
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