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ABSTRACT

The So-called "1932 Hevolution" resulted in the Change
of the Thai political System from absolute ﬁonarchy té a Consti-
tutional fewm of govérnment. It had also cheanged the composiﬁion
of the Thai political elites from the Kings and the nebles to a
éroup of mili;ary and Ciwilian bureawcrates wao called themselves
the "People's party". sSince the 1932'revolution accured at the
time when the majoriiy ofsthe people were still politically apa-
thetic, the people'sipanty was able to maintain its dominance in
Thai politics without auy effective checks from other group: in
society. | .

During thé'Pibul's regime, the government Successfully
utilized the special cog;ts as. its political insfrument to suppress
its opposition. However, Pibul suffered a.moral defeat after World
War II, the Period ik-waich-political climate €reated éﬁ opportune
moment for the éivilian to exert their political influence and
leadership in order to curb the power of the military. DesPite
this favofable situation, the eiviliaﬁAleaders had failed to con-
gsolidate their power due 1o tﬁe actionai infightings amoﬁg themsel-
ves. They also failed to solve the post -war econoiic and social
problems effetively especially the rampant @orruption in various
gove;;ment agengies. Therefofe, it was a go;d opportunity of a
military group, called the "Coup d4' Etat group" to claim a cause

.for staging a coup d' Etat and overthrow the civilian government.

The Coup d' Etat government tried to monopolize political power



as long as it could‘by controling snd making use of political
-resources in order to maintain their stability. Their major
problem was that they had, by 1957, exhzusted most of the poli—
tical resources and could not solve the personél conflicts between
_ léading nembers of their clique.

This Thesis is a study on the role and performance of
military and civilian govermments during 1932 - 1957. 4 politi-
cai economy approach usdag the analysis of political resources is
-employed in comparing mildtary und civilian governments (1938-1357),
whilg historical record axe utilized zs basie data in the study.

Under the parliamentary éystem, the military had less lati-
tude for action becausgl demgeratic rile of the game prevented the
military éxploit its most important political resourse- the use of
f&rce while the system bestonces another kind of political resouréé
legitimacy to the elected civilian governments.

In this study, information, expertise, papulality, leadership
skill,. force and viclence, 1egitimacxw}ﬁw,2}b, nan power, ecoﬁomic
power and orfice, itypes of political-resources have been used as basic
framework in analgsis of stxength ang wedlness) of) the military and
@ivilian governients. It can be goancluded that in a developing
politicél system Like Thailand where authoritarian personaliiy and
attitude are major orientatiéné of the political culture, power and
the use of force are the most important kinds of'political'resources
in determining the government's stability. A4s-historical accounts
in this'study clearly revealed, the military governments, because of
its‘ability to control power and the use of force, were much more succ-

essful than their civilian counterparts in-maintaining their power.
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