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ABSTRACT

This disserfdation is_ the result of a study on the
economic changés in yillages:in northeastern Thailénd, from
the time of Kiné Mongktit /when the kingdom of Thailand was
opened to imperialism frem the western world, upto the time
of King Pokklso when Thailand was transformed from an Absolute

Monarchy to a Constitutional Kingdom.

This study is based on thée /materials and data collected
from the villagers.. These were analysed tolfind out the hin-
derance _and obstacles which resulted inm the delay of social
changes and modernization 'in this region'of“Thailands The
power of the centrallgovernment and expension of capitalism .
which had affected the development of the villages are also

,studied in this dissertation,



The result of the study shows that the delay of the
changes in these places was partly caused by the pressure of
the central government who drafted men by force to utilize
. them in the constructions in the central government when the
tribute could not bhe duely paid. But . the more important ceuse
was that the villagers were bound strengly among themselves
and it had been difficult to breazk this strong cultural sense

of belonging.

Pressure from outgide finally brought the gigning an
-agreement in 4.D, 1855 with the Znglish government and this
event ensbled the peoplel of Thailand to trade freely with many
foreign countries. But the econcmic . structure of the villages
in the northeastern part of Thailend did not start to change
until they were connected with other parts by railways. The
change moreover was not occurred from inside the village but
on the contrary from outside and onesidedly, .&nd could not
bring any new soeial cldss_so.to. spedk . the, commercial one.
Agriculture of Tice growing is still fundamental to the
economy of.this . part of-Thailand, and, household handicraft
could not resch the standard of industrial scale with the
‘technique of production still primitive and caused the

slowness in economic advancement in the villages.



i

Because of tic subsistence in the village and long
duraticon of th1o circumatances rendered the wcomony of the
village not in need of alt:vaticn. Phus, these small con-
munities did not dmeem of producirn: any cthing excess to tradae

and they did not reove cny e man-powver to do so, beceousze

Al
: :n't whenevex the
ov@his situation

lasted too long end {1 Yo, . -m\\Funulote any goqds

men were drafted to the

rroper tribute could
which could stimula- i _ h‘r61dl and industrial

northeastern part of
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