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##4474117525: MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEY WORD: THAI KITCHEN / SPATIAL CHARACTERISTICS / MEANINGS
MISS KULKARN YAMNOON: CENTRAL THAI KITCHEN: SPATIAL CHARACTERISTICS AND
MEANINGS. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSISTANT PROFESSOR DR. M. L. PIYALADA
THAVEEPRUNGSRIPORN, 180 pp. ISBN 974-17-5331-4.

A “kitchen” is a small area that has plenty of interesting facts. In architectural terms, a “kitchen”
especially a traditional kitchen in central Thailand has always emphasized the form follows function
concept; separated from sleeping areas and bounded by permeable materials so that smoke could easily
dissipate. Besides that, in Thai socioculture the word “ Khrua” or kitchen also means being together as
family or “Krob Khrua” and household or “Khrua Ruen”. Today, the kitchen has been neglected and is
designed as a mere functional space, so new houses now always have small kitchens. Finally, kitchen
designs alone have changed more over the years than the design of any other part of the house. Hence,
this research has concentrated on the spatial characteristics of kitchens in central Thailand today as a
guide for the future development of Thai kitchen designs. This study surveyed 9 case studies of Thai
kitchens in traditional Thai house in Samutsongkrarm province, Supanburi province and Ayudhaya

province.

Survey result reveals that Thai kitchens today still retain some characteristics of traditional Thai
kitchens, being located at right angles to sleeping area, utilizing permeable walls, permeable gables, two-
post spans in the cooking area, flooring suitable for sitting on and other classic Thai kitchen features.
Kitchens in central Thailand today have six spatial characteristics; 1) visual & physical permeability, 2)
spatial flexibility 3) multi-functional space 4) bodily gestural features 5) a sense of central / communal
space 6) a sense of belonging and identity. Those six spatial characteristics can be explained using
sociocultural and psychological theories. As such, Thai kitchen does more than providing a merely

functionally cooking area, but rather a living area important to Thai families.
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% We have seen that across very different environmental settings, scenes that are extremely open and lacks any elements that
offer help in differentiating the depicted space are relatively lower in preference. Although such scenes might contribute to a sense of safety
because it is easy to see in all directions, they offer little protection should one need it....

Preference is also low in settings that are blocked. A dense tangle of understory vegetationdominating the foreground of the
scene, for example, makes it unlikely that one could move readily through the area, thus reducing one’s competence. The sense oflurking
danger, given the obstructed view, would also make the setting seem less safe and less comfort.

Relatively uniform and short ground textures enhance the ability to locomote. Being able to move readity through an areas given
one a greater sense of security and competence. Even if one cannot move easity through a setting, the opportunity to see through the trees
can serve some of these needs. If there is visual access, the assessment of one’s ability to function is also likely to be enhanced. It is far

easier to avoid being surprised in an open, transparent forest than in a dark and dense one.
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... thus making safety, compstence, and comfort mare likely. ” Rachel Kaplan and Stephen Kaplan, The Experience of Nature: A
Psychological perspective (Cambridge: Cambridge university press, 1989), pp. 68 - 69. ‘
3 . )
“ ..movement is exaggerated at the periphery of the eye. Straight edges and alternate black and white bands are particularly

noticeable. This means that the closer the walls of any tunrel or hallway, the more apparent the movement. In the same way, trees or regularly

spaced piflars will exaggerate the sense of movement.” Hall, Edward T., The hidden dimension (New York: Anchor Books, 1969), p. 72.
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o, Every living things has a physical boundary that saparates it from its external environment. Beginning with the bacteria and
the simple cell and ending up with humans, every organism has a detectable limit which marks where it begin and ends. A short distance up
the phylogenetic scale, however, another, non-physical boundary appears that exists outside the physical one. This new boundary is harder
to delimit than the first but is just as real. We call this the “organism’s territory.” The act of laying claim to and defending a territory is termed
territoriality. ...In humans, it becomes highly elaborated, as well as being very greatly differentiated from culture to culture. " Hall, Edward T.,

The Silent Language (New York: Anchor Books, 1990), p. 158.

87
“...most American woman have very strong feeling about their kitchens. Even a mother can’t come in and wash the dishes in

her daughter’s kitchen without annoying her. The kitchen is the place where * who will dominate’ is settled.” Hall, Edward T., The Silent

Language, p. 160.
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“ Many American women know it is hard to find things in someone else’s kitchen. Conversely, it can be exasperating to have
kitchenware put away by well-meaning helpers who don’t know where things “belong.” How and where belongings are arranged and stored
is a function of microcultural patterns, representative not only of large cultural groups but of the minute variations on culture that make each

individual unique. ” Hall, Edward T., The hidden dimension, p. 111.
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95
“The relationship of fixed-feature space to personality as well as to culture is nowhere more apparent than in the kitchen...” If

any of the men who designed this kitchen had ever worked in it, they wouldn’t have done it this way.” The lack of congruence between the
design elements, female stature and body build, and the activities to be performed, while not obvious at first, is often beyond belief. The size,
the shape, the arrangement, and the placing in the house all communicate to the woman of the house how much or how little the architect

and designer knew about fixed - feature detail.” Hall, Edward T., The hidden dimension, p. 105.
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in terms of “landscape” and “settlement”, and analyzed by means of the categories “space” and “character”. Whereas “space” denotes the
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