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Naval Department,
‘Bangkok, July 16the 1893

Report of engagement with the French Har ships Inconstant
and. Come’he in the mouth of Menam Chow-Phya on July 13th. 1893,

Thursday July 23th, at 8 aeme in the morning I went outside
the bar where the "Ma.k:ut Ra.cha.kwna.r-" was stationed. waiting the
errival of the Austrian digchdukes As he accomding to latest
information was not com.;.ng yet and as two French Men of war were
expecteds I ordered the "Ma.kut Rachalnunar" to cross the bar as the .
water allowed her to do so in the afternoon and to take up her place

in our line of defenscs

I then went inside the bar again and althouth I was informed,
that the French ships would remain outside the bary I still made all _
the preparations .which we possibly could meke for stopping them,
should they try to force the entrance to the Tivers

One more Lorcha was sunk that being the only one we had and
as many more torpedos filled as possible with the dynamite which
Only had. arriv,ed. the nﬂ.ghth before “and Weo.oooo.oo.eSinkmg...oootoo

£t 5 peme in the afternoon the Malcut Rachakuma.r came in
and I_.anchored ler with the Mu.ratha One. on each side-of the
principal channel hetween the ohstructions we had made.

’Ilhe Han Hak Salu:u was anchored. farther to 1he BEastward and
the Nlrben close 1o Lem Fa Phae The 'l‘hoon K.rramom was anchored
a little farther ine '

411 the ships'and the Fort Phra Chula Chom Klao had orders 1o
have everything ready, but none of them were to fire before the
fourth shot had been fired from { he Forte



hen "Nakut Ra@hakumar“ came: in, Commander Guldberg reported
that two war vessels werc a.pproaclung; the ban, but that they
poss:.bly were the DBritish Men of‘ war LJ.nnct md the Germm Gunboat
Wolf o This he thought because the s1gnuls from Aka:cat indicating
French Men of war had only been up/a.moment and were then hauled dowm
again, Lt this time chout, 5.30 DPelMerwacould sce geveral ships
outside the bar, but.a heavy squall with rain coming on just then
cowexged everythingfrom sight, Hhen the rain ceased ahout 6615 Deme
we saw two Men of war héaded by Jem Baptist Say" already 1ns:.de
the bar and past the lLightlhouse, but as they had either no flags up
at all or very small onesy /we -could not make out for certain what
they were,

I 1mm0d.1‘_:tely had tHe bugle call for ActioNeeecsssccscsss

and. went out to Forty Phea Chula Chom Klao, I again tried. to make

out the ships flags bub could not, and at 6,45 PeMe coeoesaccoee I
then fired Hwo blank ca:atm.d,ges....,.....o....o........o......as they
100k N0 Notice 0fyeesascssccscebosanee A shot was fired across the
‘bow of the foremest ship-and after that a faurth shot was fired also
across her howe .It then seemed as if the forcmost ship stopped and
was going to turn outwards, but shortly after she went on her course
again, hoisted French flags-on all “three masts and. the gaff and .
fired at fhe fort, by this time the forcmost shiptwhich proved to
be the Inconsrh,ant had already passed the black buoy ,and was
s!zc,erlng towards the dightehipd TH) Ford now commenced. flrlng with
all the guns, and f_'l_nlng was also commenced From Mu.ratha and

Makut Rachakumar « Both the French ships kept u.p for some time a
heavy fire but thelr shot......“o...o..o......

When Inaonstant, passed. the lightiship one of the submarine -
mines was fn:ed by Captain Westenholz, it burst some 30 ro 40 yard.s
from the skup and did I belicvn no harme
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The Inconstant y closely followed by Comete then passed
in through the opem.ng in- ou:c' obstructions, said to be piloted by
the Captain of SeS,: .ILSa,y and one of the officers of Lutin, both
sh.lps) were steaming é.t high speed and were. fired at. by our ships as
long as they could be seen, or as long as their guns would allow them,
4All the guns of Muratha were disebled, the large 70 1lbe. Armstirong
muzzle loader team.ng out the fighting Holt and some of the deck by
the 5th shote The Ffour braés guns all smashed their carriages in
different wayse Onboarnd Ma.kut Ra.chakumc..r several guns were also
d_lsa.bled and on the whole the ships had absolutely no chance with
their: old obsolete slow firing muzzle loading guns against the
splendid quick firipg gang of the French ships and consequently
our: sh.lps sufferedy cgpeeially the Hotichkiss xzevolv:.ng cannons in
the French tops did gplendid work and if only s0 few of our people
were killed, I must. attribute it to that our ships kept the awnings
up and thereby prevented the p,eople in the fighting tops of the
French ships from aiming &t theme Both the "Murathe." and "Makut
Racha.lquna.n were struck by over 200 shots blg and sma.ll and as the

Mdcut only had 3 .dead and 15 wounded and Muratha no dead and

_ 6 wounded, the percentage of shots which have hit. anyone is very
smalle I also think “%hat many casualiies were avoided by Compander
Chrd.s*tmas orderlng all his men down! below deeks when he. saw that
the Inconstant was trying to ram him and he could do 2bsolutely
noth.lng as~ald bhis guns.were disabled by yvtheir own £iré,

Had our ships been mounted with the quick firing guns the
Nayy so0 much and so earnestly asked for over 3 months ago but. never
got, we might have been able to tell a different story. @
The Han Hek Sakzm was only able to fire two shots out of
he:r: la’cge gu.n, one of wlfu.ch is supposed 10 have struck thu SeSe
J.BoSay in the bow, but this can only be ascertained wken the

n

J.B.Say is reised,



n " ' ’
r_Ehoon Kramom angd NJ.rben also fired their miserable

little bra.ss guns. at the F&eench ships and some little marks
otherwise not. to be accounts for in the sides of the French ships
may be attributed to thems

When the French ships pasged Fort Phi Sua Smuth it was
aelready so dark that nothing could be €8én and the firing from-
there is therefore reportcd to hawe had little effectes

The: obstruetiondin’ the mouth of e river on which we had
80 much to depend &m' o d-pk night were by nb means finished owing
to the went of shipsito/sink and four la.rg,e Passage were still opene

In these %he few Gorpedos we had (nine) had heen placed and
of these only one was fired, the other ones being too far awsy to do
ai],y harm had they been fired. The new dfynamite had only just arrived
from Singapore the night before, and although we in a hurey got
gsome: torpedos loading, we had no time to put them down,

When the guns of Fort Phra Chula €hdm s could no longer
fire on the Frenchships on account of fhe Aarknesseoosoeocsscaoessthe
charge of it over io Gaptain.o..”"o"...o.,...o"u”.n.”o..,... ‘
and. went myse.lf at once OnbOuI"d.onooeoooooooooeocoooeeoooo-oo'oooooo.

t0 see how far they...o..o..oo,......,...to follow, up the French ships.

Nothing in her engine room and Makmt Rach.kumar was algo
fit to o on although her windlass was smashed by @, sheld ¢ Szhe coulkd
therefdre not heave\up her anchor, 'and lag taking it ap with tackles
muld t,dce t00 much timee I ardened her %0 slip her cable and. she and

Mura‘tzha were aedered to steam up river waiting off the Telegraph
stata.on at Paknam for further orderse

I then steamed up to Fort Phi Sua Smuth where I ordered
Captain Gottsche to pull down all the houses which were hehind the
Fort and could prewent. tihe Fort from firing up river, should it he
attacked from theree I found that several shells and grape shots
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had struck the Fort Phi Suz Smuth and o melinite shell had exploded
on one of the embhankments throwing up a lot of carth, easily put
back agsin,

Lfiter having given ell ngoessary instructions to Captain
Gottsche ahout the defense of the Wort in casc he should he attacked.
i went over to the Teleg{r:aph orfficetosingquire what had hecome of
the French shipse I was tiold they were just anchoring off the Custom
Houses I then went onbhoard "Makut Rachakumarw and "Mu.ra.tha" again
and ordered both siiDs 40 froceal to Bangkok togcther with all speed,
put out all lightsyend’whon armived at Bengkok where the French
ships ware lying, rag them with all force, I myself would go up to
Bang}cok by a 1ocomot1ve Just having steam u.p, and bring down the

Maha Chakrkm. to wem the French ghips alsoe For this there was
plenty of tlme, as I reaghed it would take our ghips at least two
and a helf hours to reach Bc.ngkok and with t,rd.n I could run up
in 30 minutese I felt surc-thet Maha Ohakrlcm. would have stcam
upy and. thought. 'tzhu:l; by remaa.nlng thr French sh.lps in a dark nignt
as that one was,wwe might _have a cood chance of destroying them,
the darkness prevénting them from making much use of their good.
artillerye When arrived at Bangkok I found thet this program was
not approved by the Kinge I at onceswent down in a la.u,\ch and met
our ships coming up- just below Bang)Kolems I ordered them to anchor
there and weit for fnrthor orcsers but come up at once, should they

hcar firing up river.

The: fcr&:ing of the river mouth wes ably conceived and bravely
carried. out by the French ships, but by being able to choose their
own time and avail themselves of ram and darkness they were able _
to reduce the power of the forts to a minimum, and by having pilots
who knew the river perfectly, they were able to a woid the
obstructioNesscscscecsccnee '
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