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Thesis Title . English Preposition Usage of Khon Kaen

University Freshmen
Name Mrse Yaowalak Apichatvullop
Department Secondary Education

Academic Year 1976

ABSTRACT
Purpose

The purposes of this study are, first, to présent a
systematic contrastive study of the prepositions in English and
Thai j second, to investigate the problems concerning English
preposition usage that Khon Kaen University freshmen have and

try to analyse thems
Pro¢edure

The structures and grammatical rules of prepositions in
English and Thai were analysed thoroughly. Théy were compa;ed
in order to, find out/ similarities and differences whigh may
cause problems in using prepositions in English to Thai students.
A test on preposition usage was consgructed. The test consisted
of 120 items. The contents of the test were based on the contrastive
stud& and the course SE 101 which was a requiremesnt for Khon Kaen

University freshmen. The clarity of the test instructions, the



time required and the content validity of the test were checked.

A saméle Sf 228 of the first year students of Khén Kaen University
were randomly selected to do the test., The data collected were
treated with calculation of means, standard deviations, reliability
of the test and the percentagerof the students! mistakes in each
group of the prepositions. The analysis ©f the mistakes wos made

to find out their causes. Then, the mistakes were grouped accord-

ing to their causes and aadlysed in percentage.

Findings and conclusion

/

l. The prepositieons in English and Thai are different in
some parts of their strucfures, funcfions and rules. These

differences cause problems in using English prepositions to Thai

studentse 33vme9ymmam;

2s The ability level of Khon Kaen University freshmen in
using English prepositions was average and highly distribﬁted(
3¢ Types of prepositiéns which more than 50% of the
students use incorrectly arelasifollowss=
\ "3e41 Prepositions of time.
322 Prepositions of association.
%3 Prepositions of verb particles.
3.k Préfositions of direction.
L, The most important causes in using incor£ect English

prepositions are as follows:e

byl Differences in the application of transformational



rules which occur both in English and Thai.
L,2 Differences in the functions of prepositional

phrases in Inglish and Thai.

ko3 Some transformational rules which occur only in

Englishe
Recommendations
It is recommendm/ : tion usage in English courses
for university student i “strong pliasis and instruc-
tors in English for Th ._should realize the differences
in the structures of th a to be able to
=l

e

{
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