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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research is to interpret Descartes' view on

the Mind-Body system.

The materials for the research mainly come from the works of
Elizabeth S. Haldane, and GJR.T. Ross translation of Descartes into
English. Other materials used-“are interpretations -of Descartes work

by outstanding contemporary philosophers, namely Anthony Kenny,

Bernard Williams, E.M. Curley, and Margaret D. Wilson.

The procedures | of the research are, first, study of the text
of Descartes, second, study of the texts of those philosophers cited

above; then data from thé texts is synthesised’and criticised.

On the issue of "mind", Descartes seemed to séy that, on the
one hand,"the certainty |of mind.come from the mind| itself, ie. intui-
tion, but, on the other hand, he also said that the certainty is that
of the syllogism. In yet an other place he said it is an inference,
but not syllogistic. In yet an other, that it is place he said a
performance and in some places he says it is not a syllogism at all.
I agree with Kenny that we have to separate knowledge and proof and

the knowledge of certainty come from the mind itself. But unlike



Kenny I can only see that just an inference, in the special form of
modus ponens, can prove the certainty. At the end of this part it is
clearly that the essehce of mind is thought or thinking and I argue
that without the defect of body, thought is only a pure understanding

Or pure rationality.

The later part is the discﬁssion on the issue of "body". By
means of sense and imagination we have e¢ertain knowledge of the eﬁis—
tance of body:. But by reason alone its existance is not certain,
always Qoubtable. So Descartes face a dilemma. He can only say that
his body might exist. And when he.consider the wax, the only property
>> of wax 0; body that ﬁever change is extension. And I argue that we
cannot differgntiate a wax Qr any material object from other material

object by means of it's essence or primary quality, ie. extention.

In the part on the mind-body distinction. At first discuss
the problem that fhe existapce of body is not clear and distinct, ie.
obscured and doubtable. It may be that body does.not exist. But
Descartes élaimed.thaé he had a clear and distinet concept of the
mind-body distinctipn. Supposingvthat wha; Descartes ciaimed is true
I still aréue ;hat mind and body érg distinct only if ‘the body exist.
Or I can say; in ‘other wofds, that the body migh; not eXis;, but if

the body exists it must be distinct from the mind.

Finélly I proceed to discuss the problem of the union of mind
and body. It seem that Descastes admits that the mind works mostly
iﬁ the brain, ie. the natural institutional theory; at the same time
he allows that mind-has interaction with body in every part equally,
ie. the coextenton theory. At any rate these conflicting views on

the union of mind-body-on how different substances with different



essence, ie. thought and extention, can be united. 1I.argue that it
is possible and argue that the natural institutional theory is more

acceptable.

My general conclusion is that Descartes is sometimes Confused

in his works. It thus as one of the causes giving rise to the different
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