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KEYWORD : TRANSITION AREA/ CENTRAL THAI DIALECT/ SOUTHERN

THAI DIALECT/ SOCIAL FACTORS
AURAIPORN TANTINIMITRKUL : VARIATION OF THE TRANSITION
AREA BETWEEN CENTRAL THAI AND SOUTHERN THAI DIALECTS
BASED ON CERTAIN SOCIAL FACTORS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF.
DR. M.R. KALAYA TINGSABADH, 258 pp. ISBN 974-03-0884-8

Previous studies show that the transition area between Central Thai and
Southern Thai tends to move further south, and age is the social factor that clearly
influences this phenomenon. This study investigates variation of the transition area
between the two dialects based on 1 o additional social factors — education
and attitude. It is hypothesize&\{h&?g-r igion area will be more northerly if the
speaker is older, more educ@ s ttitude to speaking in the Southern
dialect. —

Twenty location
northernmost location
the last and southernme

_-—#

boui- 110%1 are selected. The first and
fiiGe Thap SMap Khiri Khan province and
WP nae, Ch

n province. At each location
each of the three age groups -
tains twenty semantic units
uthern Thai. The informants are
s,-and 7 years and over), and
1). Two types of analysis are

10-20, 30-40, and 50<60 y
as well as five question$
then grouped according

The percentage ‘of Southetn™
shows that when only lanfuage use.is %re " the transition area extends over
three locations in Amphoe Tha—Sac mphoe Muang, Chumpon province.
Variation of the transition aréa-otetirs wh ther age or attitude is included. The
transition area in the)S Id group is abov gt the 30-40 years old group.
The latter is locate\f Jjbove-that-of the-10-20-years-oid:-1] nsition area of the group
with positive attitide to | (hai i at-of the group with negative
attitude. However, the transition areas of the two groups with different education
background are located at the same place. The transition areas of the different groups
are located close to the fwasAmphoes mentiohed above except that of the 10-20 years

¥

old; which li ﬂl%s hﬂﬁﬁem% province.
When' g lysis i5'used, the transitiolt area for just language

use is located at a single place in Amphoe Muang, Age and attitude,influence dialect
B

usag e 1 : tien)of all of the
e P DA AT Ao 430 AR Tt areas of e
three age groups with positive attitude are located above those of the three age groups
with negative attitude. It is always the case that the transition areas of the older groups
are located over those of the younger groups.

Both types of analysis show that the hypotheses concerning age and attitude

are confirmed whereas the one concerning education is negated.
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