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ABSTRACT

The purposcs ©f this longitudinal rescarch werc to study
tho paticnte' feelingg concerning their beody imuge before HMactectomy,
seven to ten days after ilagtcctomy and threco months latcr. The
study also cemparcd their féclings in cach period’ within diifcrent
age—~groups, marital gbtatus, cducational lcvels, stages of brcast
canccr and occupations. By purposive sampling, +00 women with brcast
cancer admitted for Hasﬁcc%omy were sclccted from five hospitals
in the Bangkok llctropoliss The intorvieéwing schedule was developed
by the roscarcher andl.appiovedl.for 'tHe content! validity by ten
cxperts. The reliability cocfficicnt was Oe88. The statistical
proccdurcs uscd in“analyzing “the éata rorc- percentagel, arithmetic
mcan, standard doviation, t-tecst, F-tcst, Singlc Factor Expcriment

with Ropcated llcasurcs and Ncwman-Kculs Tcste. The rescarch findings

were as follows g-

1. The nconcz of paticnts' fcelings concerning their body
image were mostly in thc "Somctimc occurance' level in cvery

periods of tho study.



2. In thc sccond and thc third pcriod\ﬁho paticnts had
morc ncgative fcclings concorning their body image than in the
first pofiod at the 01 lcvel of significancce and in the sccond
period the paticntc had also morc negative feclings than in the

third period at the .0 lovel of gignificancc.

3. By comparing the paticnte' foelings conccrnipg their
body imagc in cach period within diffcrent paticnts' variables,

it was found that

3.1 The 45.Fcar old mastectomec and undcr had morce
negative foclings concorhing their body image than the over 45
ycar old mastcctomce im all threc periods of the study at the

«001 level of significancas

3.2 The married mastcctomec hdd morc ncgative fcelings
concerning their body -image—than-the singlemasticctomcc only during

the third period at the .05 level of signitlicancc.

3.3In tho first tvionperiods of  Ahewsbudy bothjtho
mastcctomoe withia sccondary and clcmentary school cducation had
norc ncgativé féalingsd ¢oncorning) thoir body) Anage thantho
illitcrate ‘mastectonce at thc 01 level of significance s whercas,
the third period was statistically significant at the .05 and .01
lovel, respectively. But there was no statistically cignificont
differonces between the mastectomec with a sccondary and clcmentary

school cducation in any pcriod.

3.4 The mastoctonce with diffcront stages of breast

canccr had no statistically significant difforontes about feelings
N



© conccrning their body image in any poriod.

3¢5 1In the first period government officcrs had norce

ncgative feoelings concorning their body inage thon housclicepers

ad morc ncgative

and farncrs at the 05 and o E’ * significencc, respecetively.
In thc sccond period, gov

fcelings concerning thed lonys, housckcepors

and farmcrs at the .?26-"gi"e j} ;\\::\1gn1flcahoc,

respectivelye And in t yerdlods  GOVC ont officers had
norc ncgative feclings Jing thciz dy imoge than farncrs

and crnployccs at thc o g '  ‘ & 1gﬁificanoe, rospectivcly.
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