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ABSTRACT

Export promotion is one of the method to help solving the
problems of Thailand's chronic t;ade deficit. Although this is the
responsibility of the govermment direetly, the private sector has
all along played quite an important note in promoting of export ,
especially the chambers -of commerce and trade associations which has
direct contact with the producers and traders. The objective of thesis
is to study an operation of chambers of commerce and|trade associations
to export promotion for Thai products, include their prdmotion, support
and assistance to members,” to"give trade’ information| and -data , in
promoting members'! market potentialities and to cooperate with the
government into export promotions

The research studies by inferviewing senior staff of the
chambers of commerce and trade associations and the government

department concerned. Among these were the Minister of Commerce's

P /



Department of Internal Trade and Department of Foreign Trade Infor-
mation and date were also obtained from by laws , annual reports ,
concerned legislations , periodicals , documents and newspapers.
From these studies , expressed to the chambers of commerce
and trade associations promoted exports by giving trade information
and data to members , by certifying export documents , by acting as
the principal in negotiationg for the conclusion of international
and trade agreements , in oxgandizing and sending trade missions and
delegation abroad either on their own or in corporation with the
government to expand and find new markets for Thai products , by
meeting and holding discuseion with foreign trade missions and
delegations visiting Thailand , .to ‘act as arbitrator of trade disputes,
to cooperate with the government by setting up joint committees to
make preposals and recomendations to the govermment in promoting exports
Some of the problems encountered by these institutions are:-

1. The problems ofoperation of chamhers of commerce are mostly
concerned the members are not cooperate with them 7 certification of
export documents do not jprove reallynand-the| foreing chamhers of
commerce in Thailand have not export promotione.

2. Therproblems /of operation of) trade associations, are mainly
financial that have not enough to operate , especially small trade
associations and the duplication of associations in the same objective.

3. Problems common to both the chambers of commerce and trade
associations are similar and continuous. Such as the problem of

promoting members' markets ; especially in organizing trade mission



abroad , to control the members in quality and standard commodities,
to solve members' export problems. There is the problem of the _
government , especially trade policies which always encountered with
private sector. There are no really cooperation among government
offices , chambers of commerce and trade associations the problems
on supplement to give trade information and data which the members
do not use a service of them besides, there are the problems of the
merger of the Thai Chamber.of Gommerce and the Association of Thai

Industries in united organizing /and the control of chambers of commerce

and trade associations in laws.

Although the govermment has come out in supporting of the
chambers of commerce and trade associations for the past years , these
institutions have not yet grown to' their full status because of
legislation and above mentioned problems. Thercfore , the chambers of
commerce and trade associations should consider reorganizing their
administrative set-up ',/ so that they can better promete exports in
cooperation with the concerned government offices. Toward this end,
the government should, give opportunity. to the private sector to have
a joint in the formulation of trade policies g0 that ‘they may be
better accquainted-with the-problems,and ;abstacles impeding export.
This way , the private sector will be in a better position to

cooperate with government in further expanding the country's exportse
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