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Project Title Interior Environmental Design Guidelines for Disabled People
Name of the Investigators Nuannoy Boonvong
Natthanee Niamsap
Year April 2000
Abstract

Disability can result from an impairment or abnormality of psychological,
physiological or anatomical structure or function. The Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons
Act B.E. 2534 mandates that all facilities and services, especially public buildings should
be accessible to all. This will help the disabled persons to be able to lead a normal life
and have their normal activities with others. According to the Act, architects and
designers have to facilitate their buildings for the users with different kinds of impairment.

Barrier-free design is an acceptable design principle. It means giving users the
possibility to reach, enter, and use public buildings. This proposed environmental design
guidelines, not only follow the basic principle, but also take into consideration the
constraint both from the users and the owners of the buildings. Since the objective of this
research is to provide design guidelines that is appropriate and practical to be applied.
So the contents of the guidelines are divided into 3 main sections. The first section is
about the determination of dimensions and characteristics of basic building elements
éuch as: corridor, entrance and door, stair, ramp, sign etc. The second section of the
guidelines is about the determination of dimensions, area characteristics and furniture lay
out in basic building spaces such as: WC, bathroom, sleeping accommodation, working
area, dinning area etc. The last section concludes with the list of elements and spaces
that architects and designers should consider when design different types of public .
buildings.

The result of this research are derived from the application of Human Factors
principles to define the environment that is appropriate to the use of people with wide
ranges of body characteristics from normal to disabled persons. The guidelines will be
served as the reference to support architects and designers when they design public

interior environment that is accessible to all disabled people.
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