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Thesis Title The Inalysis of Lueng Vickhit Vadakan's Historical Pleys
Hame lMiss Pra~ornrat Buraremat

Thesis Advisor Assistant Professor Rwandee Rakpongse, Ph.R,
Professor Pataya Saihoo, Ph.D,
Department . Thai

Acedenic Vear I980
thstract

This thesis aimg/av Etudying Luang Viechit Vadaken's
historical plays, partlcu}aﬂy in the light of the relstionship
betwson litepsture and seciety, as the political and social milieu
A .under Field Marshal Fhibulsonglrants regine hed an irmense influence |
upon Lueng Vichit's pleys sud Lucng Vichit's plays, on the other |

hand, helped to shape concepbs and patterns of thought of the public,

- To meke the subject matter clear, the writer hed: divided
the thesis intoc seven chapters, The first chapter-introduces the
problem, The second discusses the relationship between literature
end society : how they influence cach-others The third chapber
probes into the two phases of Field Mershal Phibulsongkran's
policy to.mobilige nétionalism. The | fixst, phase) of | pationslism
(2481 - 2487 B.T.) was the period of building great national
power end culturel reformation, Then came the gecond phase
of natiopaliom ( 2490 - 2500 BoE. ) vhen the government felt
the urge to emasculate Commmnism, a menacing threat to national
security. Luang Vichit, es a politicien, & historian, and a writer,

played an impressive role in identifying himself voluntarily with



the govermment's policy of nationolism.

Chapter four emphasizes the social forces which influenced
Lueng Vichit's historical plays. In the first vhases of nationalism
and building greé% national powery Luang Vichit, then the Director
of the Departmeﬁt of Fine Lrbs, was aesigned to plapt 'Ton Rak
Chat, (the Love Thy Hatiom plant) about big Pepartmentts cbmpoun&.
He was so inspired that he'waote many historical rlays, all of
which concentrate on cne'sincle purgose - to arouse the patbrioctic
sentinent among his audienge, In the later phaée of the government's
nationalistic policy, the plays ser%ed, %0 a larger extentg'as an
effective means to evoke public antogoniss ageinst the commmmists.,
More discussed in the ﬁhapter ere some pexrts of social life under
Premier Phibulsongkrem as reflécted im Lmang Vichit's historicel
plays.m

Chapter five analyseé and cvaluates Luang Viéhit%’bis%oﬁicé
plays as literary art, Each play is examined in detaii § genre,
there, plot,vcharacterization, drematizetion, setting and, most
important, Luang Vichit's effective technique of 'sweeteniné the
pill' 3 as,the plays delight the heart with entertainment as well
as they elevate the mind to padriotism, The. distinctive featureéx 

vhich made his plays most popular in his time are also discussed.

e
heve affected his contemporary and today's miné 252% B,E. The plays
bhad an irmediate influence in ingraining pafriotism emong the
public only before the Seconé World War, ag the time Luaag Vichit

/

@



vas the Director of the Bepertment of Fine Arts, Zfter the war,

the plays were less popular, unable tc meinbain its grip on the
pablic, Nevertheless 8, Luang Vichlt's histerical plays, despite

o

fact to aggran-

some imaginative exaggeration and distortion of

¥

dige the Thai nation, have played an important role in the
comprehe-31on of Thei history, Seaides the immediate influence,

is the residued influence Tweng Vicbit's patriotic sonds and witty
slogans from the plays'Have rore or less elung on the lips of

Thai peonle since Field Marohal Fhibulsongltran's rule wmntil NOW,
Especielly at the +$imes 67 national crisis wheﬁ patriotism is am
essential requifment, thé songs and'slogans are used again and
again, They have become syribels . of natiomalism, Lueng Vichit's
kistorical plays themselvesbhave conbrikuted tc the conception

of later historical Plays,

- The last chapter gives fhe conclusioﬁ. Tle. Social circum~
- 8tences under Prerier/rhibul songkran Played an influential role
on Luang Vichit's literary worie 3 the goverrment's policy
inspired the main ideas .of his, hish rical.plays s cthetplays were
used as implement to ingrain public nationalism, thus, were fully
supported and fostered by-the goevernrenty Gﬁ the othér fang,
Luang Vickit's historical plays have shown influence upen the
reople then enéd now, This study of Yuang Vichit's historical pleys
underlines the faet literature occurs in a social cogtext, es a
pert cf culture, in a soccial miliéw, that it not merely reproduces
life of the given society but also, more or less, helps to shape it,

Hence, literature and society are two euwtonomies which are closely

related to each other,
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