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"An Analysisgand Comparison of Household Expenditﬁre
Patterns in Bangkok-lietropolitan Area and the Northern Region,
1972," |

It is é quantitative research in order té study the
consumers'behavior as well as of the households in connection
§f four major iéems of expenditure naﬁely, Fgod and drink
(excluding alcoholic beverages), Housing (including fuel
and light), Clothing (including féotwear) atd Miscellaneous.

The reSearch begins with an investigation of the
influence| of Households'“income (using thal total expendi ture
data of the compound iteﬁs as the indicator of income) and
the fanily sizes effected to the variation of the households'
expenditure in each item. By mean of applying economic
theory and statistical method with the households'expendi ture
data derived from 1,656 households in the Northern Region

and 2,693 households in Bangkok-Metropolitan Area. Using such



d;ta to estimate regression equations, by method of least
squares in three different mathematical patterns, namely,
linear form, double;logarithmic form and semi-logarithmic
form, in order to obtein a suitable pattern of the regression
equation in each mentioned iiem. The estimated regression
coefficients of each equation gan be used in estimating-
initial income, marginal-propensity to consume, income
elasticity or total expendiéure elasticity, economies of
scale and household size elasticity, These statistical
figures will show'the' behavior of ihouseholds in various
circumstances,

The result of the study leads to the conclusion that
the most suitable pattern fit to thé regression equation
showing expenditures in e€ach item for households in Northern
Region is doﬁble-logarithmic form and for households in
Bangkok~-Metropolitan Area is linear form.

Further investigation shows that, iﬁ the best two
regression patferns mentioned above, 'the error ;erﬁs are
autocorrelated. Conéequently the least squares eStimates of
the regression coefficiéntisiare not the best'linear . unbiased
estimates when the error terms are autocorrelated, 1In order
to obtain the best linear unbiased estimates of the regression
coefficients, there should be a further study which would

take the problem of autocorrelation into consideration,
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