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Thesis Title Delimitation of the Maritime Boundaries between

Thailand and her Neighbouring Countries
Mame - Mr.Vasin Teeravechyan .Department Law

Acadenmic Year \1977>

ABSTRACT

From the development of the international maritime
boundaries and the law/of the ‘sea, it appeared that during the
first period of the history {prior o 357 A.D.) the international
practice of numerous countries recognized the freédom of the sea
and opposed appropriation ofﬁméritime.spaces or the extension of
sovereignty thereon., At the beginning of the Middle Ages
(beginning from the thirteenth ceﬁtury) the %ractice of maritime
space appropri;tion which-uséd\to be berformed only by some sea
trading nations had gradually been adopted by more coagtal states,
becauseéof the need of mére food and the' shertage’ of .natural
resources resulting from the increase of wofld population‘and in -
this sense the seas had been considered the treasures of the said
things. In the contemporary period (Begining'from the ninteenth
century) the width of the appropriated maritime space was extended
nmore and more far beyond fhe coast and the distance claimed

varied from state to state., 1In order to solve these problems,



several international organizations, including the League of
Nations and the United Nations, convéned international
conferences concerning problems of the Lawléf the Sea.
However, evén after a series of meetings Qithin the past

twenty years, some difficult problems still remain unsolved.

ForAThailand, a lot of Thai people had éérned their
living,from the sea éinée_the ancient time in the Gulf of
Thailend and the Andemat Sea as well. To protect the interests
of the nation in theusea,ithe Thai Government has issued many

proclaimations to confirm her rights,

' Besides ﬁhat, Thbidand has) delimited, the maritime
boundaries’with her ngighbouring countries both in the Gulf of
Thailand‘and the Andaman Sea, - In Andaman Sea, the continental
Qhelf boundary aﬁbnge Thailand, Ihdonesia and Malaysia has‘been
successfully esteblished but there are stillisomé,problems
beiween Thailand and Bﬁrma concerning the ownership of the three
sﬁall islands situated at the west céast of the former. In the
Gulf of-Thailand ﬁhe-initial negotiations for delimiting
maritime hounddries between Theiland and Malaysia have been held
and further steps to completel the whole task /can be expected in

the near future.

The Author has collected all the Agréements regarding the
delimitation of maritime boundaries between Thailand and her
neighbéuring countries and makes a.critical analysis thereof on the
basis of International Law and judgments of the International Court

of Sustice,
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