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~ ABSTRACT

, It is the purpbse of this thesis to make an 'analytical
study of the Indo-Arxyan thoughts on Moksa or release from the
eternal round of transmigration in the literature of the .

Vedic period (c.1500 < 500 B.0.). Tt is found that the Indo-
Aryan péOple from the earliest period make severél independent
attempts to find out fhe truth of 1ife and theAWorld fhey
live in, which_finali& lead to the belief in the existence

of individual souls; the law of causality (karma) and
transmigration of souls. Then, before the Vedic age coﬁes

to the end, their searches culminate in the formulation of h
the religio-philosophical means toward the attainment bf
Moksa through the theory of’ the identity of Atman (the.
individuil 'Soul ) with | Brahman-(the umiversal soul). This,
recognized as one of the highest achigvements of the human
mind in the spiritual field, ié characteristic of!the ‘Indo-
Aryan contribution to the human searches toward the final

beautitude,



References and data are gathered from verious Védic

texts. Works written by modern scholars are also consulted.

This thesis is divided into five chapters.'The first
is the introducfory part, discussing the background leading
to the research. An outline of the/Vedic literature is also
given in this chapter. Thévsecond chapter describes the
individual souls, thé Yyaw _of causality; and the transmigration
of souls as seen by the Indo-Aryan af that time. The third
chapter begins with the origin of MoXksa, then goes on toWard.
| the steps to be followed in order to attain it., The fourth
chapter fogusses on the categories of Moksa » 1ts nature,
the various means to dttain this Ffinal release.,The fifth
chapter, which is the conclusion, gives a summary on the
key to}attain Moksa, and suggests that further Studies 6f'
Moksa ln later Hindulsm, Jainlsm and Buddhism should be
undertaken to determine how far the Vedic Moksa has influenced'

these later religious 1deas.-
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