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## 4674743530 : MAJOR PEDIATRICS

KEY WORDS : FOLIC ACID / KNOWLEDGE / USE / PREGNANT WOMEN / MEDICAL

PERSONNEL
PRAPAPORN VILAIPHAN : KNOWLEDGE AND USE OF FOLIC ACID AMONG PREGNANT
WOMEN AND CHILDBEARING-AGE FEMALE MEDICAL PERSONNEL. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC. PROF. VORASUK SHOTELERSUK, 51 pages , ISBN 974-17-5167-2.

Objectives : To study knowledge and use of folic acid in pregnant women and
Childbearing-age female medical personnel.

Design : Cross-sectional descriptive study.

Target population : Pregnant women who attended the Antenatal Clinic of King
Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital from June 2003 through December 2003 and female
medical personnel in King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital.

Material and methods : Questionnaire surveyed of a sample of 500 pregnant
women and female medical personnel age 18-45 years.

Results : Of 383 pregnant women who completed questionnaire, 23.5% answered
knowing that folic acid helped to prevent birth defects and 3.4% that folic acid should be
taken before pregnancy. Of 422 female medical personnel, 84.4% answered knowing that
folic acid helped to prevent birth defects and 40% that folic acid should be taken before
pregnancy. 0.3% (1/376) of pregnant women answered taking folic acid daily before
pregnancy compared with 14.8% (12/81) of female medical personnel. The women who know
that folic acid helped preventing birth defects were more likely to take folic acid daily (p
<0.01).

Conclusions : 0.3% of pregnant women took folic acid-daily before pregnancy
compared with 14.8% of female medical personnel. Folic acid consumption before pregnancy

is associated with knowledge about folic acid and sources of knowledge.

Department of pediatrics Student’'s signature........cccccvvvviiiiiee
Field of study: pediatrics AdVISOr's Signature.........cccvvvvvveeeiiiiiiiieeee e

Academic year 2003...............
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81ABDLUWINY Honshu Wudn Tutne Bulatiiiaadnunaes genotype homozygous
C/C WU 84% heterozygote C/T WL 16% LAz homozygous mutant T/T WL 0 % Weuiy
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o Aa o @ = o o '
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lunesemast 90 audmaudnnalWanaunnanAuAnIusniala
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