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ABSTRACT

This thesis is_intended for comparative study of the concept

about Buddha in Theravada'Philosophy and in Mahayana Philosophy

Acco;ding to Theravada Philosophy, the Buadha is a real human
‘being, as well ;s a historic .person whd, as Bodhisattva, had had strong
resolution since the past llife. to achievefthe‘enlightenmeht to be
Buddﬁa. In details, Qhep,Bodhisattva'had meditated.to the stagé that
* his mind attached to Budﬁhabhumi, he would recieve the prqphecy frém
‘_oﬁe of any Buddhas, about his future success in attaining enlighténment..
Then after continuing-meditation to énlight, Bodhisttva becamé Buddha

and what he enlightened was 'The Four Noble Truths' which was guiding

rule Of_maﬁkindlsﬁsalvétioanromQSuffering.

‘Ih Mahayana_Philosophy, Buddha was classified into 3 types
Adi-Buddha, Manussa-Buddha and Dhyani-Buddha, Adi-Buddha was the first
Buddha who existed with the earth and was origin of the other Buddhas._
Manussa-Buddha was similar to the Buddha of Theravada and meant the
Asamef Dhyani—Buddha originated from the power of jhana of Adi-Buddha

and was resemble eternal spirits in respect of sambhogakaya, Tn addition

Dhyani-Buddha was in various Buddhaksétra in other material worlds and

remarkably recieved the highest worship. The Bodhisattva doctrine was

the most important and meant to be the first aim of Mahayana. Being
(



Bodhisattva in Mahayana, there weretwo important points. rirst it was
to realize the being &f Buddha and, secondly, was to help and devote
for others. However Paramita which Bodhisattva had to practise to attain

enlightenment was most important category of Dharma.

In;:conclusion,‘the concept about Buddha in Theravada and
Mahayana is siﬁilar in some aspects.'That is, there had been many of
Buddhas iﬁ the past. Both 5uddha in:Theravada and Manussa-buddha in
‘Mahayana,‘as BodhisattQa, had compulsorily practised for Paramita until
the iast stage witﬂ 32 ﬁahapurusa}aksana to enlighten 'The Four Nobler
Truths' which was the salvation from suffering. Buddha had taught,
preached and led mankind_and living creatures to live tolerably in peace
and ﬁappiness andvunderﬁaking the dectrine of Buddha, prevented life
from the wheel of death and birth. However there were some differences
between these two schools of Buddhism, that was the two additional
aépects of Buadha in Mahayana. First of all Adi-Buddha which took place
together with the earth and sacondly Dhyani-Buddha which aame from the
power of Jhana of Adi—Buddha.in the position of Sambhogakaya in

Buddhaksetra. This Dhiyani-Buddha gained the greatest worship in

‘Mahayana.

Theravada Philosophy beliévés that=Buddha has @dme to the sfage
of Anupadisesanibbana which means ‘the lextifiction of Kilesa, ThereAis No
either Pancakkhandha or reincarnation, But Nibﬁana in Mahayana Philosophy
means stage without KiLesa which is less important than existing in

heaven and salvaging mankind of Buddha.



It is found that the practices of both schoéls were rather
different according”to the peréeptual characteristics of their particula¥
buddha,v In Theravada Philoéophy, the buddha was of Manussa - Buddha.
This belief led to .the practices which émphasiséd the buddh&'s words aé."
things to be'folloﬁed and the paying of homage to the buddha for this.
sarcred power. In Mahayana Philosephy, thever, there had been bgddhas
who were of Adi - Bﬁddha and Dhyani - Euddha. The Mahayanalfoilowers
believed that buddhas were theif helperas well as éuiders who could - -

' lead‘them out of tﬁeir dhuka and to a better 1ife. To achieve these A
gdals, thgy would offer 6fferings to the Buddha and prayeafby mentioning
" the Buddha's name,; Thedr préying was more obvious than thatipractiéed

by the Tharavada followers.
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